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AN AZAZING OCCURRENCE OF BALTILORE ORIOLES

In mid-Dceember, your Editor rocoived a letter from a new bander,
inng, N, Tanck (lirs. Frncst Wanck), 5 Davideon dvenue, Ramscy, New
Jorscy, which contained the followimg astonishing ncws:

10n iionday morning, Dccomber &, about 8:15, I oxporicnced a
tthrill of a lifotime!, About thirty or morc Baltimorc Oriolces
(Icterus galbula) descended on our yard, concentrating on food shelves,
fortunatoly stockoed at tho timc vith oatmcal and raisins in addition
to the customary sccds, The majority of the flock werc fcmalcse They
disported themsclves closc to the housc until after onc o'clock that
doYe- : ‘

= "The traps were scty also baitcd with oatmcal and raisins, but
alas, only a solitary fomale was intrepid cnough to vonture into
involuntary confincment, The disappointing rccord at the traps, how-
ever, was well compensated for by the flashing cxhibition which I
undorstand was cntirely out of scason and against thc rulcose™

Nocdless to say, the Editor was complctcly flabbergasted by
this letter, oven to the cxtent of becing completely unablc to know
how to writc a diplomatic letter for additional confirmation]
Fortunately, a sccond letter from Mrs, Wanck, dated Deccmber 21,
arrived to confirm vwhat he was rcluctant to accept. Sho said:

"somc days ago I had the auwdacity to rcport to you, without
confimation, the visit to our vicinity of thirty Baltimorc Oriolcs.
T should havc roalizcd not only that this is not thce scason for thom
in this latitudc, but that this spocios docs not travel in flocks.

"Yosterday, the twenticth, my hasband dbrought to tho door a
singlc-cell trap into which another fcmalc “Baltimorc Oriolc, I was
sure, had found its way.,

"The find was takeon to lirse Elcanor Dater vwho confirmed our
suspicion, Nevertheless, lirs, Dator tclophoned your good fricnd, Mr.
Charles Nichols of thc Jdmerican iuscum. Mr, Nichols araciously paid
us a visit, and now woe know boyond any doubt that our idcntification
was corrcot, in thc main. I must makc this qualification since lir,
Hichols discloscd tho bird was an immature male,
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"o will roport the visit not only of the individual dbut also
of thc wholc flock in tiAmdubon Ficld Notest,"

A third Yotter, dated Dccember 23, arrived from Mre Nichols,
from vhich wo quotcs '

"I think you havec a notc on a flock of Baltimorc Orioles; thirty
worc counted and one bandeds I was not at all inclined to accept the
rcecord, it was too fantastic. Saturday last, the bander called me to
tcll me she had trapned another, I hurried to the »lace and, surec
cnough, shc had a Baltimore Oriolc,a female, As it carricd no band, it
was not thé bird formorly trapped., But thirty? Still I think it must
be acceptcd.! (Pcrhaps Mr, Nichols inadvertently mentionod 'famale!
rather than 'immaturc malc! as statced by iirse Wanock; if it was not
an lmmature male which was involved on Dececmber 20, we will carry a
corrcction in a later issuc,—ZEd. ) :

Wth this record wec have anothor chapter in the story of the
changing status of another of our femiliar birds, :dss liarzarct S,
Goodwin, of Farnley Farm, Route 5, ‘Tost Chester, Pa., hearing about
thig rcecord, kindly forwardcd a copy of the January-Fcbruary 1952
issuo, volumc VIII, number 1, of Miaryland Birdlifc", on pages 10-11,
of which Hervey Brackbill writes about Baltimorc Orioles in iaryland
in winter., He roports two individualeg, ono, a malc, at Towson, Balti-
morc County, on January LP, 1951 (fide Jack Kaufmann), and another,

a female, in the Talbrook scction of Baltimorc City, on January (fide
¥r, and lrs. C. Taltcr Lane and ifiss Mary Fe Ianec); the fomale stayod
on through Fcbruary 21, and ilr. BrackbilI confirmed tho identification,
Suct and halved grapcs attractcd and sustained thcse birds,

Brackbill (Ibid.) calls attention to an orfole scon at liount Joy,
Lancastor County, Pa., Fobruary 4 1951 ("Bull. Lancastor Go. Bird
Club%, 22: lo, 1951).

Chandler S, Robbins, Hlitor of "Maryland Birdlifo® (Ibid.), in a
footnote, calls attention to additional occurrcnces of this spocices
rceported to the Fish and Tildlifc Scrvice during tho same winter in
lato Decembor, January, or Fobruary, from Nowburyport, Mass., New Lon—
don, Conne, Lexington, Va., Jamcstom, Ballston Lake, and Baldwin, N¢¥.,
and Youngston, Ohios '
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Herbert I, Stoddard, Sr., of Sherwood Plantations, Thomasville,
@oorzia, writing in Mrhc Auk"{68, 1: 108-110, 1951) about thc
occurrcncc of the Baltimorc Oriolc in southwest Georgia and the southe
crn coastal plain, statcs that the apocarance of the specics coin-
cides with cold~fronts. He attributcs the increasing wintering habits
of the spceics to the profound ccological changes in that region of
goorgia and south Carolina, changes that arc beings brought about by
changes in agricultural practice,

To this writcer, it would appcar that such ccological changces may
not be the rcason for the cstablishment of the wintering habit in that
part of thc gouth, It is of coursc truc that changces in thce naturc of
the ground cover and typc of food swiply arc favorable to some specics
of birds and unfavorablc to othicrs, with conscquent ¢hifting of
rangos, and in the casc of orioles, the changes arc favorable to their
having an adequatc winter food supply. On the other hand, no such
markcd change has occurred in recent years in the availablce food
supply in Now England and the Micdlce Atlantic Statcs, from which arcas
quitc a number of rccords have comce 2

It may wcll be, that,under ccrtain conditions, rccords arc
corrclated with the anpcarance of cold frontg; information oan which
to basc such a gcnceralization is lacking for most of the records,

Tat thc Baltimorce Oriolc may be cxtending its wintor range
northwvard is a distinct possibility, although a shift, in the northern
limt of thc winter range from southcrn i‘cxico to Georgia and gouth
Carolina within a fcw ycars sccms rather drastice Furthermore, Forbush
("Birds of jiassachusecttan, 1925, 11, W43-4Ul cites four midwinter
rocords for that statc, and Mboert Conway adviscs the writcer of threc
vinter rocords in the philadel »hia region: onc dead at Haddonfield,
NoJey Jan. 16, 1922 (R, T, :ioore); Swarthmorc, Pa., Doce 26, 1919
(s: Q. Palmer); and onc found dead at “jyncotc, Pa., Doc. 27, 1919
(% H. Baynes )e Thosc rocords for meny yocars ago as well as others
which undoubtedly have not comc to our attention would lcad us not
to dray too hasty.conclusions ag to the wigqueness >f the prosont
oceurrences Ar $0 *he possidle lons=term changes which they may
presage.——J. Be Conway (See page 9, this issue, for additional
oriole rccords rcccived since this was written.-—Ed.)





