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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

The response to the questionnaire enclosed in the August issue
has been most gratifying, with slightly more than seventy-five out of
some 245 members cooperating, Although preliminary tabulations have
been made of various data, it is not yet too late to return the fom
if you wish to do so,

The majority of features of EB3A NIUS are approved, the on%y
exceptions being some reservations concerning the value of listing
changes of address and new members, 4n overwhelming majo;lty of
reshondents favor omission of the full slate of officers from each
iSSﬁe, suggesting that such a list be printed immediately following
the annual meeting, Lilrewise, the majority favor using one issue
every two years to present names and addresses of all members,

The sppearance of this issue was held wp, in part, by ettempts
to solve satisfactorily the problea of presenting in each issue
the plans for building different types of traps, Since the Novemb?r
issue will contain the Robin symposium, it is not possible to begin
the trap design series until the Decembor number, by which time we
hope the technical difficulties will have been solved,

The Bditor wishes to thank those members who have contributed
data on colonial birds banded along the Aflantic coast this past
swier as well as the members who have contributed data for the
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THAT OF THE RETURNS?
by Raymond J, .iiddleton

Since the systematic banding of wild birds began, we have read
many articles concerning the returning of birds to their place of
banding, and it secems that it would make an interesting study to
detcrmine how many individuals return to the same place in subsequent
years, The following study is based on thirfy ycars of banding at
one location near Norristown, Pennsylvania,
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No bird returning after Ilarch 1951 is included in this study, as
none have had a chance to return a second tiaec at the writing of this
article in llarch 1952, It also should be kept in mind that narmy of the
birds returning in the years immediately prior to 1951 may be expected
to return again during the next few years, thus increasing the nercent-
ages of returns actually given below, Fach bird included in the
present study not only was present at this station the pear it was
banded but also was nresent during one or rniore subsequent years,

Te have avoided using the rocords of species which are resident
in southeastern Pennsylvania, with the exception of the followings
Song Sparrows, which have both a susier rosident population of
considerable size,and which go south during the winter, and a winter
visitant nopulation which comes from farther north; Hourning Doves
and Flickers, both of which are present in small nuibers in winters,
but our records for which show that the sumer porulations winter in
states to the south of heracs

- Our, study includes twenty-two species which are swaaer or winter.
residents, and no doubt there arc many individuals of these speciecs
banded which are entirely migratory and from which it is improbable
that any returns are obtained,

In studying the following tables, it should be kept in mind that
the percentages given are based, in each casc, on the number of birds
which returned for the previous numbor of times, For example, under
Vinter Remidents, it will be noted that of this group, there were 221
cases of birds which returned but once after initial banding and that
30 birds returned two times after initial banding; the figure of

0s 7% below the figure 90 indicates that only about forty percent as
many birds returned two times as returned onc time after initial
banding., Purthermore, the ftines” rcturning! does not indicate the
éxact nuaber of years after banding a bird actually returned; vhat it
indicategis the nuiber of ycars returning, regardless of when such
returns occurrede For exauple, & bird listed as returning twice, may
have returned in its second ang third years of 1life or in its second
and seventh years of life with no captures in betwecn, In genersl, how-
evor, birds which have returned a large nuaber of years have usually

b?en present in consecutive years, a mnccessary ovent in view of tho .
life spans of most sneciecs,




October 1952

Species
Song Sparrow
Tree Sparrow
Thite~throated
Sparrow

Slate—colored
Junco

Purple Finch

§Eec ies
Wood Thrush

Robin
Catbird
Purple Grackle

Browvn Thrasher

Baltimore QOriole

House VWren

Crested Fiycatcher

FPhoebe
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Table 1: Winter Returns
Times Returning
il 2 3 L- 5 6 1 8
9 4 2 1

78 39 16 10 6 2 ‘.1
26 8 L 3 1
107 39 6 b 1 1

Table 2: Summer Returns
Times Returning

1 2 3 Yy 5 6 7 8

5L asll 6 1
60 3 1 1 1 A | 1
o4 24 11 6 4 1
% 23 3 1 1
10 3 2
3
bo b 5 3
g 5 i o 2 1 1

1 1
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Table 2, continued
Times Returning -

Species 1
Red~eyed Vireo B
N. Yellewthroat 19
Ovenbird 2
siourning Dove 5
Flicker L
Red—~eycd Towhee 5
Indigo 3unting 2
Field Sparrow 7
Song Sparrow 134

Table
L

Winter Residents 221
¥ Percentage

1
3 i

I

56 21 Y

3: Swazary of Returns

Times Returning

- i Ry R R

gg 38 20 11 3 2 0
8 1,7 52,6 55,0 27,3 66.7 0.0

Sumner Residents 518 153 k]

* Percentage

18 g 3 2 i
30,0 35,3 34,0 U4,0 37,5 66.7 50,0

Grand Total 739 243 91 38 19 6 L 1

* Percentage

*For explanation, sceo
paragraph four, page 3.

32,9 375 HL.7 50,0 31.6 6647 2540

131 N, Thitéhall Road,
Norristown, Renna,






