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NOTES FROlti TH!J WITOR 

The response to the questionnaire enclosed in the August issue 
has been most gratifying, with slightly more than seventy-five out of 
some 245 members cooperating. ~though prelLninary tabulations have 
been made of various data, it is not yet too late to return the fonn 
if you wish to do so. 

The. majority of i'eatures of EB:M. roms are approved, the only 
exceptions being some reservations concerning the value of listing 
changes of address and new members. An overwhelming majority of 
res~Jondents favor omission of the full slate of officers· from each 
issUe, suggesting that such a list be printed tm~ediately following 
the annual meeting. LU:euise, the majority favor using one issue 
every two years to present names and addresses of all members. 

The appearance of this issue was held up, in part, by attempts 
to solve satisfactorily the pro blew of presenting in each issue 
the plans for building different types of traps. Since the November 
issue will contain the Robin symposium, it is not possible to begin 
the trap design series until the December number, by which tLue we 
hope the technical difficulties will have been solved. 

The Editor wishes to tham~ those mffinbers who have contributed 
data on colonial birds banded along the Atlantic coast this past 
su.:r.aer as well as the members who have contributed data for the 
Robin s~~osium. 

* * 

by Raymond J. :.~iddleton 

Since the systoQatic banding of wild birds began, we have read 
·many articles concerning the returning of birds to their place of 
banding, and it seems that it would wake an interesting study to 
determine how wany individuals return to the same place in subsequent 
years. The following study is based on thicyy years of banding at 
one location near lrorristoun, Pennsyl va.nia. 
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lJo bird returning after Barch 1951 is included in this study, as 
none ha~.e had a chance to return a second time at the writing of this 
article in ::arch 1952. It aJ.sc should bo keJ?t in mind that r,lal1'f of the 
birds returning in the years L-Ji::tediatoly prior to 1951 mzy be e::;:pected 
to return again during the next few years. thus increasing the ~ercont
ages of returns actually given below. Each bird inc1uded in tho 
present study not only was present at this station tho ~ear it was 
banded but also was J?rosent during one or nore subsequent years. 

Ue have avoided using the records of snecios which are resident 
in southeastern Pennsylvania, with tho exco::Jtion of the following~ 
Song. Sparrows, which have both a su:a..~1er resident popula~ion of 
consJ.derable size,and which go south during the winter, and a winter 
visitant :_)Opul.ation which cor:1os from farther north; Hourning Doves 
and Flickers, both of which are present in small nuJbors in winters, 
but our records for which show that the su 1J':1Cr po:?ulations winter in 
states to the south of hero. 

- Our,~tudy, include~ twenty-two species which are su:uer o:r winter 
residents! ~nd no do';L~t thc:e arc many individuals of t_hese species--·
banded wluc.a are ontJ.roly ~.:ugratory and froo which it is i,nprobablo 
that any returns are obtained. 

In studying the following tables, it should be kept in lllind that 
tho J_Jercentages given are based, in each case, on tho number of birds 
w~ich returned for.the.provious number of ttnes. For exall~le, under 
UJ.nter Ros~dents,_J.t WJ.ll be noted that of this group, there were 221 
case~ of bJ.rds whJ.ch returnod but once after initial banding and that 
~0 b~rds returned two timos after initial banding ; the figure of 
o. 1r' ?elow the figure 90. indicates that only about forty percent as 

many.bJ.rds returned two t~~s as returned one tL~e after initial 
bandJ.ng. Furthen"1ore, tho r t iwes' ro turning t does not indicate the 
~xa~t nu~bor of years after banding a bird actually returned; what it 
J.ndJ.catesis tho nunber of years returning, regardless of when such 
returns occurr7d._For exac~le, a bird listed as returning t~ice, may 
have returned J.n ~ts second and third years of lifo or in its second 
and seventh years of life with no captures in between. In general, how
ever, birds which have returned a large nuwber of years have uaually 
b~on present in consecutive years, a noccssc.ry ovont in view of tho 
lJ.fe spans of most s,ecios. · 

' I 
I 
I 



October 1952 EBE<l. EiEiiS Page 4 October 1952 EBB.li. NE'f!S Page 5 

Tabla 1~ r.inter Returns ) :: Table 2, continued 

T:im'es 'Re'turri.ing ) Titues .Returning · 

-l- 4-· __Q_ .L _§_ Species . 1 2' _]_ 4. _2_ 6 _]_ 8 Species 1 2 ....5._ _, 

Song Sparrow 9 4 2 1 Red,...eyed Vil'eo 3 1 

Tree Sparrow 78 39 16 10 6 2 . 1 N. Yellowthroat 19 3 

ilhi te-..throatod 26 8 4 3 1 Ovenbird 2 1 
Sparrow 

6 4 1 :.Iourning Dove 5 1 Slate-colored 107 39 l 
Junco Flicker 4 l Purple Finch l 

Red-eyed Towhee 5 1 
Table 2: Summer Returns ............ l. ....) ) r Indigo :Bunting 2 l 

Times Returning Field Sparrow 7 1 
Species l 2 _]_ 4 _.5__ 6 _]_ 8 

Song Sparrow 134 56 21 4 
t"ood Thrush 31 14 6 1 Table 3: Sur.:li:lal'Y of Returns 

Robin 6o 3 l 1 1 1 l 1 
Times Returning 

Catbird 94 24 11 6 4 1 
__!_ ...£_ l 4 ;_..5__ __£_ ..]_ 8 

Purple Grackle 90 23 3 1 1 Winter Residents 221 ~ 38 20 11 3 2 0 
* Percentage .s ... 41, 7 52.6 55.0 27.3 66. 7 o.o Brown ThrB.sher 10 3 2 

~~ 
Summer Residents 518 153 53 18 8 3 2 1 Bal. tfu.ore Oriole 3 * Perce~tage 30.0 35.3 34.o 44. o 37.5 66.7 50.0 

Rouse Wren 4o 14 5 3 ~ Grand Total 739 243 91 38 19 6 4 l 
4 2 2 l 1 * Percentage 32.9 37-.3 41.7 50.0 31.6 66.7 25 •. 0 Created F.lycatchor g 5 

*For explanation, see 131 N. TI'hitehal1 Road, 
Phoebe 1 1 paragra1lh four, page 3. Norristown; ~snna. 




