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In the samc locality, meny Common Terns had scooped out concavitics
for their nests. Onc nest was found to contain what should be repre—
sonted by onc and onc tenth cggsd One of the ezgs was of normal color-
ation and sizec, mcasuring 1,75 by 1.25 inches, The other cgg was
without doubt en infertile dud; it was spherical in shape, with no
sugzgestion of any pointing, and about dne third of an inch in diametor,
Its ground color was normal, and the brownish blotches were of the
same color as the normal ezg but somewhat smaller in size,

Is this the reccord for the smallest relative size for a tdud!

bird ogz? ---3016 North Sccond St., Harrisburg, Fenna,
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BIRD BANDING PROBLE.S IN INDIA
by C. Brooke Worth, M.D.

(Thosc JMmerican banders who think that English Sparrowis or
Pigeons make banding almost impossible should be thankful that
thoy do not have to contend with the problems faced by Brovke Worth,
former President of K B,B.d. who is now with the Rockefecller
Foundation, stationed in India,--AEC)

Not much bird banding has been done in India bocaysc of the
difficulty in maintaining trapping stations. I havc not even
attompted to establish a bird feecder at my homc in Bangalorc becausc
of the following problems,

If Jmorican bird banders think Fnglish Sparrows arc a nuisance,
they should sce the crows in this country. Therc arc two specics?
the largor Jungle Crow that is a solid glistening black; and the
smaller House Crow, duller black with a =zrey mantle, Both crows are
common in almost every city, usually cxisting in enormous numbers
and boldly marauding coveryvherc, In some places you cannot sit in
the garden for afternoon tea beocause the crows and kites dive dom
and snatch food from the tablec or even out of your hand, They enter
kitchens to stcal any cxposcd catables that arc lcft about. Onec day
a crow ate the czggs in my pizcon coop.

The common Pariah Kitc is also a ubigqui%ous marauder. Imagine,
then, sctting out food to attract smeller birds. Tho food, whatever
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sort it may be, simply disappears. I have no doubt that if a small
bird entecred a trap to feed, a crow would follow it in and eat both
the food and the bird, Ants would be another gigantic problem, pro-
vided bait remained in one place long enough, 4

The small birds likely to be trapned are mostly insectiverous,
so that grain would not be a suitable attractant., One is thoerefore
left with only a single choice, namecly the water—drip mechanism, At
our bird bath in front of the housc I have had many visitors that
came to drink and bathe, These include kitces, both species of crows,
and Common iynahs, Other kipds havc been most infrequent: the prize
was an immaturc malc Paradise Flycatcher that came only onces

During the long dry season, water becomes scarce in the sur—
rounding country, and I have then secn occasional gatherings of
bathing and drinking birds at small secpages or tricklces of watcra
sometimes the water ms foul, but its motion secmed to entice the
birds, just as in the casc of water—drip traps. The sorts of birds
in these partieg have included various babblers, bulbuls, mynzhs,
and so forth, "

Honce it appcars that the future of bird banding in India will
bec centered on the development of moving-water baits. Possibly,
large housc—type traps will be advantagcous, to give small birds a
chance when crows invade the enclosure, A devico that would exclude
or deter crows, without remdcring it impossiblo to trap.other large
birds, will also be necessary.

The day of bird banding in India is remote for morec than the
above rcasons, As yet there are only a handful of amateur ornithol-
ogists in this country, sinco the many current problcms of the popu-
lation leave no time for thc development of such rofined hobbies as
bird watching. This notc is written mercely to suggest the difficulties
that might be encountercd in any attempt to cstablish a banding pro-
gram in India and, perhaps, in other castern tropical countrics.

—-3 st, larks Road, Bangalore, lfysoroc, India
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