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WOTES FRO: TEE EDITOR

The responso to the quostionnaire cnclosed in the August issuc
has bocn most gratifying. Nearly fifty rceplics have been roceived to
date, and cach mail brinzs an additional responsc or two. Thos¢ man—
bers who have not yct had the opportunity to prepare their form are
urged to,do so as,soon as possibles

The questionnaires arc proving of valuc in two ways. First, they
provide a wealth of information about the members of EBBA thamselves
which will be of invalusble assistance to your Iditor, Second, the
.specific commonts directed toward ER3A NEWS will .aid in planning
future issucs, To cach momber who has submitted his questionnaire,
the Editor scnds porsonal and heartfelt thanks! Incidenta}ly,
various facts glcancd from an analysis of thosc questionnairces wili!.
provide intcresting matcrial for usc in LEBA LETS, so actually, this

project will scrve a dual rolce
* * * *

ir, Harry T, Davis of the Horth Carolina State Museum at Raleigh
sugegests that it might bo interesting to publish in the NEWS a
sumary of the banding of young colonial birds along the cast coast
cach ycar, The Editor agrees, and he requests that ea?h mcnber who
has done any colonial banding this past scason drop him & post{:ﬂ.,
listing the following! location (state and county), date, specics,
number of young banded, and estimatod size of colony. Try to get this
card off by Scptember 30 at latcste Also, don't forget that schedules
for such birds werc due in the banding office Scptamber 1, Have you
sent yours in yet? * * * -

Data for the Robin symposium, announced last issue and scheduled
for the Novcmber issue, should bc sont to the Editor's wifes It is
hoped that material for this purposc will be in her hands by Oc.i.;o’ber
15 at the lateste Even if you think that your data on tl}is.specles is
inconsequential, pleasc send it in, cspccially since this is a spoci;os
waich is not banded in the large numbeors characterist:’z.c of the Junco
and White—throated Sparrow featured in carlier symposlide

Reforcnce to tho Whitc-throated Sparrow symposium (darch 1950)
and tho Junco symposium (iiay-Junc 1951), will give many members an
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idea of thc typc of information which is needed. For the benefit of
newer mcembeors, we shall summarzie the types of data wanteds

1) Recoverics, giving cxact locations of banding and recovery,
exact dates, and any other data available,

2) Returns and repeats at banding station,
30 Weights and measurements, and aze and sex dotermination data.
4) Infestation with parasites; illncsses and other defects.

5) Types of traps used; bait preferred; locationg of traps;
bchavior at traps.

In other words, practically anything pertaining to this specics
should be worked up and sent in, Thé more completc the information
rcecceived, the better will bc the resulting summary. Romembor thig is
a cooperative projcct, the success of which depends on cach bander}

' * * * * -

lMaterial for use in EBBA NEWS has been coming in a little more
rapidly of late, and it is expccted that with the October issuec wc
shall be able to add another shcot of four pages to cach issuc, How=
cver, the continuance of this policy will depend on your rcgular
contributions, It is likely that the innermost shcoet will be donec by
a procoss other than straight mimecographing so that it will pormit
the reproduction of trap plans to illustrate the serics on traps
which wec promised in the JAugust number,
* * * *

WHAT IS THE SMALLEST RELATIVE SIZE OF AN INFERTILE EGGT
by Harold B, Tood, M.D.

n a banding cxpedition with James Stanley Quickmire of the South
Jorscy Audubon Center ncar Cape liay Court Housc, New Jersey, I wes
taken by canoc to the sand flats below Stone Harbor, Thesc tidewator
flats aro as extconsive as the mudflats bolow Beach Haven, New Jersoy,
but at the timec they had a different avian population., Over the minute
sand dunes about a hundred Black Skimmers hoverod noisily whilec we
banded several nestlings,






