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ONCE Iif A LIFE TLE!}
by Junc R, Conway

Shortly after seven on the morning of June third this ycar, my
father, E, Earl Rider, rcmoved a "yellow-crowncd" sparrow from a
..iddlcton thrush trap in our yard, Ho had watched through binoculars
as it alighted near the trap and i.mediately entecred it. Xnowing
that it was an unusual speocies, he hastened to remove it fram the
trap and bring it into the house, e werec thrilled to discover that
we had captured a rarc and beautiful bird. It was 2 malc Golden—
crowned Sparrow in adult plumage, at this secason an irnhabitant
of Alaskza and northwestern Canada.

Before it was recleased bearing band number 21-122216, the
sparrow attcended the testimonial dinner for Roger Tory Peterson
at Lititz, Pennsylvania, where it was exanined by no less than
Jr, Peterson, Dr, Alexander Tetmore, Tudlow Griscom, Seth H, Low,
Dre ..aurice 3roun, Dr, Earl, Poole, and many other guests. It was
cainently fitting that this bird, added to the Pennsylvania State
1list through the banding program, should be held in the hand of
Seth Low, director of this work!

Raymond J, -liddleton, EBBA President, and family came to our
home to inspect the Golden-crown, as did l'r. Charlcs K. Nichols of
The Jfmerican usemn of Natural History, and ‘s, Nichols. ilany
other birders came fram within a radius of seventy-five alles,

The Westfield (New Jerscy) Bird Club was strongly represented, and
many members came from the West Chester and Lehigh Valley Bird Clubs.

Belng primarily e seed cater, the sparrow thrived in captivity
until June 16th when it was released to go on its way rather than ond
up in 2 mseum collection, It remainod with us until the cvening of
the eightcenth when it was rcceptured for the fifth and last time.

This individusl is, in so far as wc know, the sccond banded
cast of its nomal range and one of five or six rocords cast of the
Rocky _lountain rcgion where it is but a straggler, it nommally
teeping west of the Sierra Nevada mountain rangc.





