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SYPOSIV O THE EASTERN ROBIN (Turdus m. migratorius)
Compiled by Junc R. Conway

The compiling and organizing of the data submitted for this
symposium hag been in the hands of onc totally new and inexperienced
in this kind of work, It has boen a most enjoyable and informative
exporience, and we hope that tho information presonted herein will ‘F'
bo of intcrost to thosoc who rcad 1t. A gratifying numbor of members :
submi ttod a wide range of datas, and to thesc porsons, your compilor
is dooply indebtod for both the data and many helpful commonte.

4 1ist of tho contributors appoars at tho end of the symposium,

Tho many espocts of thc subject that appcared point up the
possibvilitios for futuro study and the noed for koecping, or at least
reporting, more detalled rocords. luch of tho matorial prosonted
bolow is disapoointinply skotchy becauge of lack of informations /
Porhaps a morc dotallod outline for tho preparation of data for
uso in a symposium should be supplied membors for use with other
spoclos in the futuroc, iorc and greater detail in roports might
well eltor data so as to chango somc of tho tentative interpretations
and conclusion made bclow,

It should be noted that the vaerious tables are basod on
differont totals of individusl birds sincec all cooperators did not
furnish information on all points. : ¢

A number of contributors to the-symposium made the observation
that largec numbers of Robins are about during the banding scason
but that relatively fow'of them aro trappod. This problem will be
decalt with in more dotell lator.

Since most of tho matorial for this study came from arcas whore
-the Robin 1s but a summer rosident, the majority of data, with tho
exception of winter rucoverics, deal with the bird in its summer
haunts or with trensient individuals passing through arcas in which
' some membors of the spocics occur as breeding 'bi.rd.s.




Table 1: Aze and Sex Data

i AGE SEX
.! Bander _Adult Juvenile  Nestling Male Female
He By Tood 285 455 ‘ 8 - L
7o M. Davidson g4 29 ;;.( . - i)
L. L. Bailey 6 9 - X .
12 H, Fast 11 3 0 - -
6. H Parks 59 300 0 3 20
e Tood 109 341 0 123 124
H. P, Farrand 12 17 6 - -
Je G. Hitchner 1 5 0 - - =
F, Frazicr gl 65 0 60 24
|The Dumonts 391 5l 0 362 283
‘[A-. E. Conway 10 11 87 W 3
iAs By & Js B, Conway 17 78 17 20 11
Total 1069 1875 239 512 365
*Percent 33.6% . . 58,9% 745% ) 58.4% 41,63

*Note? Age percentages are bascd on a total of 3183 birds for which age
was reported; sex percentages arc based on a total of 8§77 birds.

Age and sex data not re")orted.S

| W, Hiddiecton 7 Total of age~
" Popper 736 determined (or age and
R, iiddlcton  B317  gsex-determined) birds 3183
I, K. Kuch 33
Je i.. Cadbury 158 Total of not given
Total 5281 age and sex birds 5281
. Grand Total 464
Table 2: Bepeats, Returns, and Recoveries _\
; Bander *Years Reported Banded Bepeats Returns Recoveries I
in. B, Wood 1928-1951 837 64 30 4 l
‘W. M. Davidson 1930-1948 161 - L = :
‘L. L. Bailcy 1940-1952 39 2 - - |
A, H, Past 1952 14 a2 - - ‘
G. H, Parks 1937-1952 359 72 36 3 x
M. Wood 1941-1952 450 29 9 3 |
{H. F. Farrand 1949-1952 35 6 3 - ;
\J. G, Hitchner 1952 L - " = |
P, Frazier 1949-1952 149 15 i - 1
Dumonts, M. - 1933~1952 915 296 100 5 :
and G, ey JTe
A, B, Conway 1937-1951 108 = 3 4 ‘
A, B, & J. R. Conway 1951-1952 112 3 L L
W. Middleton 1951-1952 7 - - -
I. X. Xuch ; 1951~1952 33 - 11 -
7. Pepper 1929-1951 736 - 47 3
R. Ji Middleton 1922-1952 4317 335 60 L9
Je M. Cadbury (¥ot given) 183 - - 1
C. H. Bleke e do. - = = 1
, Total ghol £23 320 73
Percent of total:  9.7% 3.5% 0.9%
*Under ycars reported, the dates indicated show the period of years
during which Robins included in this study were banded. These dates do

|
i
not necessarily indicate the total period of years durlng which a given |
bander has operated. i
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AGE AND SEX RATIOS

It is intcrestine to note that Tablc 1 shows an appreciabl;
higher percentage of malcs (53.1425) taken in traps thanpganalezl.,
FHI.G%). Onc questiom: vhich arises is whether banders are confus-
ing the scxcs. Becausc of the gencral agrecmen't in all the material
subm?.ttod, one is inclincd to discount that interpretation, Other
possibilitics which occur are whether there is actually a greater
preponderance of malc than femalos or aro females less likely to
b? attracted to traps?t If the latter is true, then time and energy
mlght_be expended in sceking out nests in order to capturc brood-
ing birds, assuming that it is the females which do the brooding,
It occurs, however, that capture of an adult bird on the nest may
be too great a risk for the safcty of the young. Perhaps morec
challenging would be to develop new'ways of enticing fomales to
trapse It is also interesting to note that more malos are recap~-
tured than fcemales, since lirse Dumont remarks that twice as meny
male Robins entered her traps as returns as did females. (since
lirs, Dumont's ratio of males ‘to females on original banding was
1,28 to 1, this rccapture ratio of 2 to 1 would sugzest a greater
reluctance on part of females to entcr traps.——Editor)

« dnothor fact relating to the greator number of male birds
banded than.fc:males, although not ‘included in the data of Table 1,
is that as immatures, 148 Robins were classificd as male and 120
as fcmales,

A further examination of Table 1 reveals that more juveniles
(1875) werc banded than adults (1069), It is difficult to oxplain
Witl.l certainty, but there are two very plausible reasons. The more
obvious is that there actually ar¢ more young than adult Robins
alive.d.uring the middle and lato Surmcr, this because each pair of
two birds, being double-brooded, may produce ecight to ten offspring,
and, even allowing for considerable mortality before they leave the
nest, it is likely that there would be roizhly twice as many young
as old birds about., The second possibility is that the greater
num‘?er of immature birds roflects their tendency to disperse from
their hatching place after they become self-sufficient, while the
edults tend to romein in their territory wntil later in the season.
It is also possiblec that, due to incxpericnce and lack of wariness,
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younger birds are morc 1ikoly to entor the traps for food and water.

LONGEVITY e e o i et
Tablc 3¢ Ycars After Banding
in Which Last Return or Recovery of Robins Occurred

Years Adults Immatures Not Given To tal

8 1 1 2 i
7 - 1 1 2
6 1 - E Y
5 = 1 5
L 2 L 12 18
3 11 6 13 30
2 19 12 L3 T4
1 32 32 85 g

Total 66 57 163 286

Note: In the caso of adults, Ono Or morc ycars must bo added to
the number vhich represents the years which have elepsed betwoom
time of banding and the final return or recovery; in the casc
of immaturcs, the ycars olapsing and tho actual age of the birds
correspond, Quite a number of the forogoing returned or were
recovered two or morc timesj however, 2 Ziveon bird is entered
only for the last time that it was recorded, Figures for returns
and recoveries werc so similar that they have bcen combinod in

this tabl Co

Mable 3, above, gives data concerning Jongevi ty based on 286
roturns and rocoveries., Several interosting facts can be deduced from

an examination of this table,s ~

Despite the fact that about twice as many young ae old birds worec
banded, it will be noted that slightly more adults than immaturos
have beon rccordcd cither as rocoverios or returng onc or morc yoars
latcer. Thile tho figurcs for rcturns and rccovories of lcss than
one ycar are not included, it is commonly acknowledgod, and tho mcagte
data supplicd on this point substantiatos, that tho mortality during

the first ycar is high, Aftcr tho first year, howover, tho rate for
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birds banded as immatures is similar to that for birds banded as

adults, it would apncar from tho data in this table,

- boA:tfiéaa: max{mum lcngth ?f life is concorned, onc Robin lived

s il ;ns dal{ears old, Pclng rocorded cight years after being

beudogd a » anothor immature was oight ycars old vhon last
ccorded, and two other birds for which no data werc submitted

at banding werc recorded cight years later, i

X d.ancorninq the adult which was last rccordcd eight ycars after

riiuiﬁbé §aymong Middloton rcimarks, "a partial albino adult (vhich)
cd in cacl o} 11 gl i |

S c} of the next cight ycars, thus (be}ng) at least nine

MOULT AND OTHER SEASONAL CHARACTERISTICS

Ire Blake comments that post—iuve ]
. Post-juvenal moult has been noticed from
gggu;z iglfgvs@pt?uper 20 and postenuptial moult from September 1 to
in&iéatcd. C8y foOwovery that both occur over a longer poriod than

Dre Blake algo says: "&he barc skin of tI
: the cyclid is olive~
%ﬁllom@ or similar, in adults in'March and April but from July on is
o?n 1n_both adults and young, It is Possible that the iris is
rather light browm in old adults, "

PLUMAGE ANOMALIES

Ur. Franlk Frazier rofcrs to a BEobin whi
. az c d ich he captured and
whichuho described in BIRD-BANDING (Vol. XXIIT, No. 3, July, 1952
Pe 114), The followinz quotations from this notc arc reprinted ho;e

for the convonience of those r
caders who d
BAVDING, 0 do not have access to BIRD-

On dpril 14, 1949, an adult male was trapped and banded at hisg
sﬁatlon, being given band number 48—219681. Wothing abnormal was
noted about its plumage. On June 7, 1951, it was recaptured, but
this time "...post of the head fcathers werc white with the exception
of some around the cye, ‘but the throat and neck wore clear white;

-
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and thero was a sizable arca on the primarios,

"Dr. C. H. Blake has klndly given mc his comments on this casc.
YMost of thc white plumages of birds arc of genctic origin, such as
truc albinism, "hilc at lcast six kinds of genetic whitencss are known
in birds, this Robin docs not ampcar to rcpresent any zenotic cause
unless perhaps an azc dopigmentation, but if so, no similar offect
sccms to be knom for domestic birds, It appoars more likely that in
this casc the depigmentation was physiological in origin, involving
a relatively limited arca; if so, it apnoars to be one of the first
autheonticated instances, though the possibility has beon recognized

for many ycars."

Vr. Reymond Kiddloton roports banding an adult partislly albino
individuwal but no plumage description 1s given; this is the same
bird roferred to above, under longevity, as having reached at least

its ninth year.

PARASITIES, HEALTH, AND INJURIES

Only ong mention was made of cctoparasities, and ‘that by Mr.
Mlliam Middleton who writes, "A smell, brom flat fly smong the
feathers was noted on one immature Robin',

The concensus of opinion among thosc who mentioned the subject
is that most Robins handlcd wore hoalthy,

A substation operator for Albert Conway had a Robin die in the
hand beforc he was ablec to band it, and Frank Frazicr rcports onc
vhich "died in the hand aftcr banding®. Similar doaths have beon noted
in other spocies, and Dr. C. Brooke Torth (lectter to BEditor some
yoars ago) stated that he found, upon autopsy, gangrenous alimcntary
tracts in all such individuals, The supoosition is that thosc birds
werc discascd and that handling, thereforo, was only a procipitating:

factor in thcir dcaths,

Ir. Blake roports "onc -adult bird has boon taken with left foot,
tarsus, and distal 2-cm. of tibiotarsus missing, the stump perfoctly
healod, "
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WEIGHT No data werc submitted on woights,
STATUS OF THE SFECIES AND REGIONAIL ABUNDANCE

Yo data were submitted on migratory movements of tho specics,
but it is well-knowmn that in the area from Meine through the District
of Columbia, the Robin is princinally a summer resident, In Spring,

_ Robins appear in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania in late

February or early Hlarchy farhher north, it is -:April beforc they
occur in substantial numbors, In the Fall, October is the last month
they are common in the northern part of the region of this study,
while in the southern portions they linger into November, Thile
therc are a few Robins around during Docember, January, and Fobruary,
especially in the southern portion of the arca, nonc of the contri-
butors reportod banding any during these months,

In general, the Robin is an agbundant summer residont throughout
our area, and it is the concensus of opinion that the number of Robins
banded is but a small portion of the total aveilable birds. This
problan is discussed in more detail in a following section on
trapping,

i
: Table 4: Best Banding Months l
|
} Adul ts Juveniles
" Jen, l
FOb- |

| * Mare

sk Apr.

*xk Moy 4

%M TJun, Rk
% Jul, (e¥x%
R Auo,  ENkEk
L E T Sep. L b )
% Qct, *'
Nov,.
Dec.
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Dr, Charles Blake says, "July, August, and Soptember are about
equally good for (trapping) juveniles. The bost months for adults
are lay, June, Scptcmber, and October, ;

Toe data presented graphically in Table 4 show that his obser—
vations arc in accord with rcports from throughout the region of
this study. It is likely that thc majority of local, summer resident
birds are banded during the months immediately following their
arrival, April, liay, and Junc, Then, very few additional adultg are
tekkon until the shifting of populations in preparation for the south-
ward migration, The banding of juveniles begins, in the southern
portion, in late Jpril, and increascs in tompo until a pesk is
roached in August, In the northern portion, Septembor sces the last
of tho lmmaturc birds banded, whilec in the s outhorn portion, many
are takon during October and a fow in aarly November,

RECOVERIES

Rofercnce to Table 1 (Pago 2) indicates that out of the grand total
of 8464 Robins included in this study, 73 or 0.9% of them have boen
rocovered, A numbor of persons reported birds as rccoveries vhich
actually should have been clagssified as returns, sincc they chiefly
worc birds found dead within a five milo radius of the stationj such
cascs have boon climinated from the present data, Table H (Pages 10
and 11) docs not includo date on all the 73 recoverics since not ell
cooperators gave dctailcd datas

The porcontage of rocoveries (0.9%) is just a little highor
than that roported as an overall average for small bird banding
station operations such as thosc of WMiddlcton and the Conways whore
rccoverics for all specics have beon 0,78% and 0,79%, respectively.
There is a possibility that tho-porcentago hercin rejorted will
be incroased somovhat, since many of tho birds included in the grand
total were banded only this year and have not yct had time to be
roported as recoverics,

Two reasons prescnt themsclves for this somewhat higher
rocovery rate for tho prescnt spccies. The first is the size of the
bird and the bands used thercon which more likely would attract
attontion then with smallor birds end bande, Tho sedond is that




Table 53¢ Recoverics

__o/_"
]
Bander Date Date g
and Number Banded Place Banded Recovered Place Recovered | =
| "
A. E, Conway | &
38-301321 5/12/38 Tost Chester, Pemna, 12/28/38 Hartsville, 8, Cer. ! &
38-301306 5/23/3% ‘Fest Chester, Penna, 2/11/40 1aBelle, Florida 8
38-201575 5/20/39 West Chester, Pemna.  3/7/40  Easley, So Carolina &
39-359995 5/22/49  Harmony, New Jersey 2/27/50 TPayetteville, W. Car, | :
[ O
W. ‘Peopor 5/16/29 Wncote, Penna. 2/26/30 JAugusta, Georgia | RO
10/11/45  Chestnut Hill, Penna. 2/11/49  Quitman, Georgia :
10/14/50 Chestnut Hill, Penna, 1/28/51 Kaylon, Georgia 5
. i
R, iiddleton *xk Norristown, Penna, b Princeton, New Jersey % g
u Norristovm, Penna. i Virginia | &
** *Norristown, ZPenna. *¥ South Carolina g =
o Norristown, FPenna, *n North Carolina, 6 birds | ?;
** Norristowm, Penna, * Georzia, 5 birds |t
*¥ Norristom, Ponna, i ¥\labame, 3 birds .
ki Norristomm, Penna, ks iiississippi ‘
J. M. Cadbury 5/26/39 Haverford, Penna, Aug. 1940 Albany, Georgia !
He Be “Tood e Harrisburg, Pcnna. L North Carolina i
i< Harrisburg, Fenna. Ak Florida i
* Harrisburg, Fenna. *k Baton Rouge, La. f
i
T i Davidson |
L/14/34  silver Spring, liaryland 3/5/40  Pink Eill, N. Car. :
6/6/45 Takonma Park, iaryland 2/14/46  ianor, Georgzia »
9/29/45  Takoma Park, iaryland 2/28/47 rPomplico, S. Care 8
3 =0 B
(=]
@]
Table 5% Recoverics, continucd E ?
Bander Date Date | %
and Number Banded Place Banded Recovered Place Recovered 8
1
G. H. Parks g
39-223480 4/2/39 Hartford, Conn, 1941  Dublin, Georgia g
42-220985 9/19/44  Hartford, Comn, 3/10/46 1iddleton, Georgia g
Lg-213692 9/23/49 Hartford, Gonn, 6/8/51 Flmwood, Conn, .
-
M. Wood % State College, Penna. ** lianchester, Georgia %
*¥ State College, Penna. * 26 miles SW of
Jacksonville, Fla, |
| *k State College, Penna. ok Conway, S Carolina |
| {
|The Dumonts @
34358936 7/15/35 Pequannock, New Jersey 1/20/37 Filmington, N. Car, =
35=-361340 6/20/39 Pequannock, New Jersey 1/1/40 Nahunta, Georgia =
Lo-367146 10/1/40  Pequannock, New Jersoy 6/26/43  Hountain Lake, NedJ. ﬁ
41-213987 10/4/42  Pequannock, New Jersey 2/8/43 ¥iddlesex, N.Car,
| B-394118 6/4/33  Pequannock, New Jersey 2/13/36 Troy, Alabama
! Note: Data are ziven above, in whole or in part, for 43 out of the
I 73 recoveries which have been obtained by the contributors to
this symposium, It is regrettable that we do not have available
; details for the balance of these recoverics,
*Raymond Middleton says, "One adult banded here (Norristown, Pa,) iay 18
was found injured the next iay 5 (in Alabama) and died a few days
| later, This bird was probably ill at migration time,"
i |
ry
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\ thern states when they
ve quito commonly shot in tho sow )
BObingv'?rS'ogs of ‘carly ripcning ‘berry crops such as strmawberricse.
ac‘:.?z?otsbog“dcath for both roturns and rccovcriqs arc ‘discussod. lator.

e— 2
=

indicates that this specics wintors
o ugh Florida and Alabamas late fall
statos tothe north of tho winter—

N =

An analysis c
chicfly from south carolina thx;o
: 1v spring roturns occurin - o wh
?nd oizuids? A ?ow récoverics have also been I.nade in the -brucdzl"lg

niag usuelly not many miles (but more '.c]glan five) from the banding
?.:gda;ion. Table 6, bolow, shows rccovorics by states.

e el —— .

pable 63 Recovorics by gtatos l

ber i
state Number state N't:\m2 ‘{
14 New Jorscy
ﬁcorfida. 13 Louisirfma Jl. \
| yorth Carolina 11 virgi‘.nla L
south Carolina Mississippi
‘ Alabama i connoct_iﬁﬁ__#__“__}w”

W TR O

‘Iable T Recovories Yy lionth ;

Docamber, January, February, and
‘March, arc the months when the groatost
number of recoverios have occurrods
'.The northward migratory movenent is on

Jan,  oekksoRk
Tobe  HokaRAMKH AN RN
Niar, RHkEmk

|

2T d March and to some
by February and ia

i ** oxtent coven earliere It is possible

S l"ohat the weaker birds succumb to tho

iul. " cloments .or to the strain of long

o ‘ug.

flighte or to the inability to obtain
e |sufficiont food. It would be intorest-
o 'ing to corrolate data concorning

S ' recoveries at various points with the
| i ****‘,_. ~'--——--——-'~—~—I local ‘weather conditions and available

food supply. It might bo remarked that relatively fow birds arod a1
rocovered during tho fall migration vhon the veather is mild an
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ig abundant and casy to gct. In this connection, it might be remarked
that one would cxpect a greator number of recoveriog during the
fall in view of the large number of incxoierienced first-year birdss

CAUSES OF DEATH OF RETURNS .AND RECOVERIES

The majority of birds roported as recoverics represent dcad
individusls, and eovery bandor knows that it is very infrequently that
one of his birds is capturcd by anothor bander, On the other hand,
station returns, from which tho data on longevity reoorted abova werec
derived, arce usyally based on recapturcs of living birds, although
naturally, dcad birds are occasionally found around or within five
milecs of tho station. Table 8 which follows, comparcs the causes of
dcath of rcturns and rocoverics,

Tablo 8¢ Causcs of Death

Recoverles No. Roturns No.
Shot 3 shot =
Killed by cat 2 Killed by cat 2
Automobile - Automobilo 2
Discasc 2 Discase -
Injuries 1 Injuries 1
Window 1 Tindow -
Unknown i Unknown i1

= Total 50 i Total 12

Of tho total of 73 rccovorics reported, 68,5% were dead; of tho
total of 320 reoturns reported, only 3.8% woro dcad..

Table & indicatcs that for dcad rccovories, shooting, cats, and
disocase hcad the list for known causcs; for doad roturns, the same is
true except that, for obvious rcasons, shooting does not apsnear in
the 1list, It must be ramembered that these conclusions as to causcs
of death can, at best, bc only tontative, since, in the majority of
casos, thc oxact causec of dcath is uwnknown or unspecified by the
person vho made the recovery, Onc would suspect, however, that shooting
might woll account for morc dcad birds than actually reportod,
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RETURYN OF BIRDS TO THEIR HATCHPLACE

The followving is ghotod from a letter from Dr. Harold B. oods
"Prom 1928 to 1951, inclusive, I banded in and ncer my yard in
Harrisburg, 2., 2865 adult Robins, 455 juveniles, and 97 nestlings,
2 total of 837 Robins, Amnong the adults, 34 individuwals ropeated the
soason of banding, and 30 rcturncd in lator ycars, W to 4 yoars.

"The juvenilos mado 16 repeats, up to 13 days aftor banding, end
6 'managed to find their way back the following year, Only two
of thc birds banded as nestlings camc into the traps during the
scason, nonc in after ycars. Theso figuros supjort oy contuntion
that fow Robins rcturn to thoir hatchplace. (Underlining minc, JRC)
The juveniles probably worc not all hatched in tho noar vicinity
of the banding station. A study of Robins on a ncardby acadomy campus
jndicated that with color—banded birds, tho juvenile Robins dispcrso
end vacatc the torritory many days bofore their paronts. Qnc adult
Robin color-banded in 1939 was sccn in 1940 ‘and 1941 but was not
trapped until 1943, sugsosting that birds not trappcd should not
nccogsarily be considored dcad,

In conncction with thc forcgoing, it might be remarked that,
unloss onc madc a very carcful study, with tho aid of color-banding,
of an arca of a scuarc milc or so, hc would likely got tho
impression that not meny birds roturn to tholr hatchplace. Thile
it i1s truc that the young birds do not, in most casos, roturn to the
immediate vicinity of thoir hatchplacc, obscrvations by various
contributpre show quitc a few instancos of birds banded at their
hatehplace oither as nostlings or very young flodilings returning
to, or within a fcw milos of, the placc of banding. Duc to tho high
mobility of recontly flodged birds, only intensive banding of
nestlings in a carcfully studiod arca would give conclusive cvidence
on this disporsal of this spccioss

Raymond jiddlcton roports a ncstling vhich, as an adult, nestod
Just fifty feot "from vherc it had bgen hatched. Albert conway, at
ost Chostor, Pa., had a Robin, bandod as a nostling, July 8, 1941,
found doad 2 fow yards from the place of banding, on ypril 3, 1942,
Othor cooperators probably have had similar oxpericnces, but since
date on this point worc not givon, wo can only speculatc concerning it.
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Dr, TJood (BIRD-BANDING, Vol., XVIII, No. 3, July 1947, pp. 127-
129) gives additional data in suprort of his contention that fow
Robins rcturn to their hatchplaccs The following is quoted from this
inteoresting article to which-rcaders may wish to reford

"In attaapting to detorminc the proportion of birds vhich roturn
to their location of banding, the number of birds of the specics
hatched within the arca and bandcd as nestlings, and the nuaber of
individuals which roturn during some futurc ycar must bo reportcd.
Also the romorter of rocords should definc the limits of tho district
regarded ag the aroa in which the birds were hatcheds ... I banded 143
Robins, mostly within 500 feet of the banding station, and only two
cver came into the traps in later ycars. Only thosc two banded as
nestlings can be claimed to have roturncd to their hatch localitye

"Nestling Robins wero giveh & special study in 1935 when I banded

43 in necsts found within an oighth of a milc of tho trairing station,
and not onc cver camec back to thc traps in any futurc ycar, althauch
five morc trammod as juveniloss During 1934 I bended 110 nestling
Robins within K00 feet of the trapming stations of thesc five wore
found dcad that samc scason, five werc trapped that samo swamer, one
rcturnced the following year, and onc was cauzht thrcc ycars lator in
Baton Rouge, Louisana, "

As montioncd above, a radius of onc cizgth mile would scem a
rather narrow limit in which to cxpoect to find Robins in later ycars,
and furthcrmore, thc magnitude of a rcally comprchensive study is such
that it would rcquirc the cooperative offorts of a group of banders
and obscrvers as well as the usc of oxtensive color banding, a device
vhich Dr, 3ood did apply with succcsse In tho abscnco of morc adequato
large investigations, it would be worthwhilc for banders intorosted in
this problom to ropcat Dre Toad¥t study in other locationse

TRAP.,ING PROBIEISY TYPES OF TRA’S, BAITS, LOCATIONS, ANVD TIiE OF DAY

In Tablc 9, on thc ncxt pago, data supplicd by four contributors
as to the cffcctivoncss of various traps is presonted, However, a
rcemark by Mre Frazicr ncatly suns wp tho cxporioncc of thoso and the

majority of other contributors: "Frankly, I dontt know howto lurc Robins
succossfully and rogularly,”
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I Concorning this »roblem, Dr. Tood says, "The ability to trap
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In Table 10, above, Mr. Frazier indicates that 56% of his Robins
wero taken before noon and 41% after noon, with the balance taken at
timo unknovmes It is intercsting to note that, out of a total of 55.
Robins for vhich tho Conways rocorded tho time, 31 or 56% wore taken
in tho morning and 44 or 24 in the afternoon, a remarkeble gimilarity
to tho data submitted by iir. Frazior. In general, onc may tontatively
conclude that morning is gomowhat more favorablc for trasning Robing
than afternoon, ‘ -

Dotailed information of a quantitative naturc wes not prosented
as to tho offoctivoness of various baits or attractants in capturing
Robins, but Table 11, below has been constructed by tabulating the
froquency vd th vhich various baits have been found usoful by the
contl:ri'butors to this symposium,

[y

| Table 113 Baits l

]
Balts Times ljentioned |
| Tator e 3k g e sk
| Bread end cracker crumbg ks l
Raisins stk R |
Borriocs . % Mopoha
Corn and grains b
Applos - '
Cake -
String »
Chee Weos *
Flodglings W

In the foregoing table, 1t is apparont that water and bread and
crackor crumbs lcad all othor agtractants in catching Robins. Indoed,
it would s.em that tho superiority of wator over all other baits
is evon groater than indicated above, for many porsons romarked that
dripping or ruming water took a groat many of their birds. The Conways
caught practically all their birds with nothing but water as tho
balt; they also found that nestling birds, temporarily removed from the
nost were good lures for capturing adults, and without any harm to - the
young, -
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#ISCELLANY

Fronk Frazicr had tho unique cxperionce of banding a Robin on »
Bastillc Day, July 14, onc year, and then taking it as a roturn on the
two followinz July 1llthsy

Dr. Harold Vood says, "Onc Robin nest in a protocted location was
occupied successively for six years by differont pairs of birds. (The
charm vas broken whon a northeast storm carried it away. )" Tithout
banding, onc would have declared that it was thc seamc pair of Robins
which occupied it for each of the six ycars, '
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* * * % L % R L

The Editor wishes to thank his wifc for the many hours which ghe
spont in tabulating, organizing, and interpreting tho motesial of
symposium, In order that all the matorial concerning Robins could be
includcd in one issue, it was docided to combine the November and
December issuos. Wo hope that you will onjoy the result.—AEC
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