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Compiled by June R. Con~ 

~e compiling and organizing of the data submitted for this 
symposium his boon in the hands of one totally new and inexperienced 
in this kind of work. It has boon a most enjoyable and informative 
experience, and we hope that tho infonnation prceontod heroin ~11 
bo of interest to those who. read 1 t. A gratifying number of m·cmbore 
su'bmi ttod a. wide range of data, and to those persons, your compiler 
is dooply indebted tor both tho data. and many helpful comments ., 
~ list of tho contributors appears at tho end of tho symposium. 

Tho many aspects of tho sub,joct that appoa.red point up the 
possibilities for futuro study and tho nood for ko~ing, or ~t least 
reporting, more detailed records. Much of tho material prosontod 
below i s di,sappointingly sketchy bc eauao of lack of infonna.tion. 
?orhapa a mora dot~lod outline for tho pr~aration of data for 
uso in a symposium should bo S'lll~Pliod mombors for use with other 
spocios in the futuro., !!!ore and greater detail in reports niight 
well altor data so as to Chango some of tho tontativo interpretations 
and conclusion made below., 

It Should bo noted that tho various tables aro 'bas~d on 
different totals of individual birds si~co all cooperators did not 
furnish infonnation on ·all points • 

..A number of contributors to tho· symposium made tho observation 
that largo numbers of Robins arc about during tho banding season 
but that relatively fowrof than arc trapped. This problem will bo 
dealt with in more detail later. 

Since most of tho material for this stuey oamo from areas whore 
·the Robin is but a eurnmor roaidont, tho majority of .data, ~th tho 
exception of winter r~.,;covcrics, deal with tho bird in 1 ts aummor 
haunts or with transient individuals passing through aroa.s in which 
somo mombors of tho spocica occur as brooding birds. 
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I 
I Bander 

l:a. J3~ "Jood 
M. Davidson 
L. :Salley 
H. Fast 
H. Parks 
:7o od 

E. F. Farrand 
J . G. Hitchner 
F. Frazier 
The Dumonts 

!~ E. Conway 

Table 1: ·.Aso and Sex Data 

:AGE 

, ·~ult J:u.veni1e Nestling 

235 455 87 
84 6g g 
6 9 24 

11 3 0 
59 300 0 

109 341 0 
12 17 6 

Ma1e 

39 
124 

SEX 

Female 

20 
124 

1 3 0 ~ 
~ ~ 0 ~ ~ 

391 524 0 362 283 

1-.l. E. & J. E. 
10 11 37 "7 3 

Conuay 17 73 17 20 ll -- - - - -
Tbtal 1069 1875 239 512 365 

*Percent ~3.6~ - . 53~9%· 7~5% . 58.4% 41.6~ 
*Notet ...\ge percentages ere based on a t<ltal. of 3133 birds for which age 

was reported; sex percentages are based on a total of 677 birds. 

·AgO and ~ex data 'not ' rcpor~od: 

11~ lliddieton 
TJ. Pepper 
R. ~.iiddl eton 
I. X. Kuch 
J. ~- · Ca¢J.bury 

To~ 

.. 1 
736 

~317 
33 

188 

5?Sl 

To tal of ag.&-

dctermdned for age and 
sex-determined) birds 3183 

Total of not given 
age and sox birds 5231 

Grand Total g464 

Table 2: Bepeats, Returns, and Recoveries 

Bander • Years llcportod Banded Bepeats Ret-urns Recoveries 

a. 13• Wood 1928-1951 337 64 30 4 
W. M. Davidson l93Q-1948 161 - 4 -
L. L. :Bailey 194o-1952 39 2 - -
A. R. Fast 1952 14 1 - -
:G. H. Par.ks 1937-1952 359 72 36 3 
lL Wood 1941;...1952 450 29 9 3 
H. F. Farrand 1949-1952 3a 

6 3 -
J. G. Hitchner 1952 
F. Frazier· 1949 .... 1952 149 15 11 
Damon ts. 14. . 1933-1952 915 296 100 5 

and G • .!., Jr. 
A. E. ConWc3\V 1937"'71951 lOS - 3 4 

' J. E. & J. R. Cern~ 1951-1952 112 3 - -
W. Middleton 1951-1952 7 - - -
I. X. ltucb. 1951-1952 33 - 11 -
W. Pepper 1929-1951 736 - 47 3 
R. J; ia ddleton 1922-1952 .4317 335 6o 49 
J. M. Ca.db'lll"Y (Not given) 188 - - 1 
0.. H. :Slake ~ do. - - - 1 

--
Total 8464 g23 320 73 
Percent of total: 9-1~ 3-~ o.91(, 

*Under years reported, the dates indicated show the period of· years 
during vzhich Robins inclUded in this study wore banded. These dates do 
not necessarily indicate the total period of years during which a given 
bander has operated. 
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It is intercstin?. to note that 1ablc 1 shows m1 appreciably 
higher percentage of oo.loe (5~•4 'h) taken in traps trum females 
(41.6,%). One qucstio••, which arises is whether banders are confus­
ing the sexes. :Because of tho gonoral agrocmon't in all tho material 
subroi tted, one .is inclined to discount that interpretation. Other 
possibilities which occur are whether thoro is actually a greater 
preporxicrancc of malo than females or aro females less likely to 
b? attracted to traps? If the latter is true, then time and energy 
m~ght be expended in seclcing out nests in order to capture brood­
ing birds, assuming ~1at it is the females which do tho brooding 
It occurs, however, that capture of an adult bird on the nest rna; 
bo too great a riSk for t1o safety of the young. Perhaps more 
challenging would be to duvolop new'ways of onticine females to 
traps. It is also interesting to note tha t more males aro recap­
tured than females, since Mrs. Dumont rct:Jarks that twice as ma:ny 
malo .Robins entered her traps as returns as did fe:rmlos. (Since 
Mrs. Dumont t s ratio of males "to females on original banding was 
1.28 to 1, this recapture ratio of 2 to 1 would suggest a greater 
reluctance on part of females to enter traps.--Editbr) 

• Jnother ~act relating to the greater number of malo birds 
banded than fanalos, altho'llbh not included in tho data of Table 1, 
is that as immaturcs, 145 Robins were classified as male and 120 
as females. 

A further examination of Table 1 reveals that more jUYoniles 
(1575) wore banded than adults (1069). It is difficult to explain 
with certainty, but there arc-two very plausible reasons. T.he more 
obvious is tl1at there actually arc more young than adult Robins 
alivo during tho roiddlo and lata Sm1~cr, this because each pair of 
two birds, being double-brooded, may produce eight to ten offsp~ing, 
and, even allowing for considerable mortality before they leave tho 
nest, it is likely that there vtould be ro'iilghly twice as many young 
as old birds about. Tho second possibility is that tho greater 
number of immaturo birds reflects their tendency to disperse from 
their hatching place after they became scJ.f-sufficient, while the 
adults tend to remain in their territory until later in the season. 
It is also possible that, due to incxperi~nco and laCk of wariness, 
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younger _birds are more likely to enter tho trar>s for food and water. 

LOHGEVI..'IT___ . - · 
_ __. 

-------
Table 3: Years .After Banding 

in Which Last Rot-urn or Recovery of Robins Occurred 

Years .Adults Immaturos Not Given Total 

5 1 1 2 4 

7 1 l 2 

6 1 a 4 

5 1 5 
4 2 4 12 15 

3 11 6 13 30 

2 19 12 43 74 
1 32 32 55 149 

Total 66 57 163 286 

Note: In tho caso of adults, ono or more years must bo added to 
tho number v1hich represents tl1e years which have cla);)sod be twoe 
time of banding and tho final return or rQcovcry; in tho case 
of immatures, tho years elapsing and tho actual ago of tho birds 
corrosnond. ~uitc a number of the foregoing returned or were 
recovered two or more times; however, a ~von bird i s entered 
only for the last time that it was recorded. Figures for returns 
and recoveries wore so similar that they havo boon cambinod in 
this table. 

Table 3, above, gives data concerning longevity based on 2g6 
returns and rocovcrics. several interesting facts can be d.oduced from 
an examination of this table. •· 

DoB1)i to tho fact that about twice as many young as old birds woro 
banded, lt will be noted that slightly more adul ts than tmmaturos 
have boon recorded either as recoveries or returns one or more years 
later. While tho figures for returns and recoveries of loss than 
one year are not included, it is cocrnonly adknowlodgod, and tho mcag~e 
data supplied on this point sUbstantiates, that tho mortality durin& 
tho first year is high. j!tcr tho first year, howovor, tho rate for 
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birds bandc~ as immat~os is similar to that fo~ birds banded as 
adults, it would ap~~car from tho data in this table. 

As far as maxim WI length of lifo is don corned, one Robin li vod 
to be at least 9 y ears old, baing recorded eight years after being 
banded as an adult , ano ther immature \7a.s oi0ht years old v1hen last 
recorded, and two other bi,rds for which no data woro submitted on age 
at bandJng were recorded eight years later. 

. Concerning the a.dtil t which \7a s last recorded ci~ht years after 
band1 ng, Raymond ll.iddloton r omarke , "a partial albino adult (which) 
;~!~n~fd:~ oac~l of tho next oight years, thus (being) at least nine 

lviOULT ·AND OTHER SEASONAL CH.:ffiACTERI STI CS 

Dr. Blake corru ants that ;pos t-juvonal moult has been noticed from 
A.~o:ru.st 20 to Sept 1bor 20 and post-nuptial maul t from september 1 to 
~o. He boliovos, however~ that both occur over a longer period than 
l nd.i catod. 

Dr • Blake also says: 11l.I'he bare skin of tho eyelid is oli vo­
yellow, or similar, in adults in· March and 1...\.pril but from Jul~r on is 
brou.n in both adul. ts and young. It is ·oossi blo that tho iris is 
rather light brown in old adult~. It • 

?LUltiGE .jNQHALIES 

W~. Fr ank Frazier refers to a Robin vmich he ca~tured and 
'17hich he dcscribe'd in BIRD-B~WDING (Vol. XXIII·, No. 3, July,. 1952, 
p. 114 ). Tho followi rg quotations 'from this note arc reprinted hare 
for tho convonionco of those readers who do not have access to BI~ 
B-.\.111D!NG. 

' 

. On jpr~l 14, 1949. an adult malo was trapped and banded at his 
s.tah on, be:mg gi von band number 45-219681,. Nothing abnormal was 
noted about its plumage. On June 7, 1951, it v1as recaptured but 
this time " .... ~ost of tho head feathers YJe'rc vrhitc VTith tho'exco:ption 
of some around· tho eye, .but tho throat and neck vJere clear white· . . 

l 
I 
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and thoro was a sizable area on tho primaries. 

"Dr. 0. R. ~ruco has ~indly given me his comments on this case. 
Host of tho white plumages of birds aro of gonotic origin, such as 
true aJ.binhm. '"bile at least six kinds of genetic whi tenoss a.ro lmown 
in birds, this Robin docs not ap~oar to represent ~ genctic · cause 
unless perhaps an &30 dopigmontation, ' but if so, no similar effect 
scams to be known !or domestic birds. It ~~oars more likely that in 
this case thp depigmentation nas physiological in origin, involving 
a relatively limited area; if so, it al)]_)oars to be one of the firet 
authenticated instances, though the possibility has boon recognized 
for many years." 

Mr. Reymond l\':iddloton reports banding an adu.l t partially Bl.bino 
individual but no plumage duscription is given; this is the same 
bird referred to above, under longevitr, as having reached at least 
its ninth year. 

Only onp mention was rnado of ectop.arasitios, and "that by Mr. 
William r!.iddleton who wri tos, "A small, brom flat fly among tho 
feathers was noted on one immature Robin'"• 

The concensus of o~inion among those who mentioned ·tho sUbject 
is that most Robins handled woro healthy • 

.. \. substation operator for ..Albert Conway had a Robin die in tho 
hand before he was able to band it, and Frank Ft:ador reports one 
which "died in tho hand after b~ding". Similar deaths ,e.avc boon noted 
in other SJ?Ocies, and Dr. C,. Brooke 1:-Jorth (letter to Editor some 
years ago) stated that ho found, upon autopsy, gangrenous alimentary 
tracts in all such individuals. Tho sup:•?Osi tion is that those birds 
wore diseased and that handling, therefore, was only a. precipitating· 
factor in their doaths. 

nr. Blake I'Cl)Orts "ono ·adult bird has boon talccn with left foot,. 
tarsus, and distal 2·cm. of tibiotarsus missing, tho stump perfectly 
hoalod:. 1t 
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WEIGHT No data wcro suqmitted on weights. 

S~TU'S OF THE SPECIES ·.AND .REGION~ . .A'BtJNTh\NCE 

No data were submitted on migratory movements of tho species 
but it is well-known that in tho area from Maine through the Distrlct 
of Columbia, the Robin is principally a summer resident. In $Pring, 
Robins appear in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania in late 
February or early Harcl;t; farlbher north, 1 t is April before they 
occur in substantial ~umbers. In tho. Fall, October is the last month 
they are cOIIIIllon in the northern part of tho region, of this stud¥, 
while in tho ~thorn portions they linger into ~ovomber. While 
there are a few Robins around during pocember, January, and February, 
especially in \:he southern portion of. the area1 . none of tho contri­
butors reported banding any during these months •. 

ln general; the Robin is an abundant summer resident throUghout 
our area,. and it is tho concensus of opinion that the number of Robins 
banded is but a small portion of the total available birds. This 
problem is discussed in more detail in a following section on 
trapping. 

Table 4l Best Banding Months 

.,Adults Juveniles 

Jan. 
Fob. 

* Mar. 
** .Apr. 

*** Mey ' '-*** Jun, ** ... Ju1. **"'* .... .A,ug • ... .... ..... Sep. • •• 
** Oct. ljl I 

Nov. 
Dod. 

i 
1 

I 

~ 

I 
L 
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:OZ:.,. (].1arlos Blake says, "July, August, and September are about 
equally good for (trapping) juveniles. The bost months for adults 
are iliey, Juno, Scptcobor, and October. 

The data presented graphically in Table 4 show that his obser­
vations arc in accord vri th reports from throughout tho region of 
this stuey. It is likely that tho majority of local, summer residant 
birds are banded during tho months ~odiatoly following their 
arrivalt April, lJiay, and Juno. Thon, very fcVl additional adul t13 are 
taken until the shifting of :po;ulations in preparation for the south­
ward migration. Tho banding of juveniles begins, in the southern 
portion, in late J.pril, and incroas cs in tempo until a peak: is 
roached in ~Uo~st. In tho northern portion, September sees tho last 
of tho ir.maturo birds banded, while in tho s outhorn portion, many 
arc taken during October and a few in oo.rly November. 

RECOVERIES 

Roforcnco to Table 1 (Pago 2) indicates that out of the grand total 
of g464 Robins included in this stuqy, 73 or 0.9~ of them have boon 
recovered • . A number of persons reported birds as recoveries ''Thioh 
actually should have been classified ae returns, since they chief~ 
wore birds found dead within a five milo radius of tho station; suCh 
cases have boon eliminated from the present data. Table ·5 (P8gos 10 
and 11) docs not include data on all the 73 recoveries since not all 
cooperators gave detailed data. . 

Tho porcontago of recovorios (0.9%) is just a little hiGhor 
than that ropcrtod as an overall avorago for small bird banding 
station operations such as those of ~~1iddloton and the Com1aye whore 
recoveries for all species bav.c boon o. 7g ~& and o. 79%, respectively. 
'!hero is a possibility that tha .. ·porcontago herein ro,ortod will 
be incroa.sod somewhat, since many of tho birds includod in tho grand 
total wore banded only this year and have not yet had time to be 
reported as recoveries. 

Two reasons prosent themselves for this somo~hat higher 
recovery rate for tho present species. Thu first is tho sizo of the 
bird and the bands used thereon whiCh more likely would attract 
attention than uith smaller birds and bands. Tho second is that 



Bander Date 
and Uumbor Banded 

.J.. B. Con"i.'ay 
33-301321 
33-301306 
38-201575 
39-359995 

w. ·Pe:J_)l_JCr 

R. lJ!iddleton 

5/12/38 
5/23/3g 
5/20/39 
5/22/49 

5/16/29 
10/11/45 
10/14/50 

** 
** 
** 

Table 5: Recoveries 

Date 
Place :Sanded 

'1est Chester, Penna. 
West Chester, Penna. 
~est Chester, Penna. 
Harmony, Now Jersey 

~.lVyncote, Penna. 
Chestnut Hill, ?~ 
Chestnut Rill, Penna, 

Norristow, Penna. 
Norris to,-m, Penna. 

Recovered 

12/2$/3'0 
2/11/40 
3/7/4o 
2/21/50 

2/26/30 
2/11/49 
1/ 2Z/51 

** 
** 

Place Recovered 

Hartsville, s. ear. 
LaBelle, Florida 
Easley, s. Carolina 
Fayetteville, N. Car. 

A.ugusta, Georgia 
Quitman, Georgia 
Xaylon, Georgia 

Princeton, New Jersey 
Vi'rginia 

~ 
<: 

• 0 

~ g 
tb 
0 
Q 

@ 
o' 
0 
11 

1-' 

~ ~ 

! :.--

** 
** 

·Norristou.n, ?enna. 
Norristom, Penna. 
Norristo~, Penna. 
Norristo;1n, Penna. 
Norristown, Penna. 

** 
·** 
** 
** 
** 

South Carolina 
North Carolina, 6 birds ! ~ 
Georgia, 5 birds ~ 

** 
** 

•nabama, 3 birds 
i:;.Lississippi 

J. M. Cadbury 5/26/39 Haverford, Penna, . ..;\,ug. 1940 .Albany, Georgia 

E. B. "'J'ood ** 
** 
** 

'J. i£. Davidson 4/14/34 

6/6/4~ 
9/2!3/'+5 

~ ~ 

Bander Date 
an.d Number Banded 

G. H. Parks 
a9-2234go 4/2/3~ 

2- 2299g5 9/19/ 4 
48-213692 9/2.3/49 

ilLo Wood ** 
** 

** 
Tho Dumonts 

34-353936 7/15/35 
~361340 6/20~39 

367146 10/1/ 0 
41-2139g7 l0/4/42 
B- 3941U> 6/4/33 . 

Harrisburg, Penna. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 
Harrisburg, :Penna. 

"'* 
** 
** 

Silver Spri ng, Maryland 3/5/40 
Takoaa Park, Iaaryland 2/14/46 
Takoma Park , tiaryland 2/2S/47 

Table 5: Recoveries, continued 

Date 

North Carolina 
Florida 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Pink F...ill, N. Car. 
Han or, Georgia 
2om.plico, S. Car. 

•' . 

Place :Sanded Recovered PlacQ Recovered 

Hartford, Conn. 1941 Dublin, Georgia 
Hartford, Conn. 3/lo/46 Hiddleton, Georgia 
Hartford, Conn. 6/3/51 Elmwood, Conn. 

State College, Penna. ** ~-lianchcs ter, Georgia 
State College, Penna. ** 26 ·mil os fm of 

Jacksonville, Fla. 
State College, Penna. ** Conwalf, S. Carolina 

Pequannock, New Jersey l/2!J437 Wilmington, N. Car. 
.Pequannock, New Jersey 1/1/ 0 Nahunta, Georgia 
Pequannock, New Jersey 6/?6443 Mountain Lake, N.J. 
Pequannock, New Jersey 2/3/ 3 ~Ei ddl os ox, N. Car. 
Pequannock, Now Jersey 2/19/36 Troy, .AJ.abama 

Note: Data arc given abovo, in whole or in part, for 43 out of the 
73 recoveries which have been obtained by the contributors to 
this symposium. It is regrettable that we do not have available 
details for the balance of these recoveries. 

*~ond r.tl.ddleton seys, "One a.dul t banded here (Norristown, Pa.) Ifley 1g 
was found injured the next Hey 5 (in -Alabama) and died a fe¥1 days 
later. This bird was probably ill at migration time. 11 
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Robins a.r o qui to commonly shot in tho southern stat~s when they 
annoy gror ors of 'early ri::poning ~crry crops such as stnawberrios. 
causes of death for both returns an_d rocovcri~s arcfiscussod later. 

~ analysis of Table 5 indicates that this species winters 
chiefly from south corolina through Florida and .Al-abama; late fall 
~d early spring returns o ccurin states to tho nortp. of tho winter­
i~ grounds. A fow recoveries have also boon made in tho breeding 
area usually not . many miles (but mora t~an f~ vo) frpm the banding 
lo~a~ion. Tabla 6, below,' shows recoveries by states. 

.----------· ·- .... ···-- - .... -- -------- ~--\ 

Mar. 
,.:\.pr. 
May 
Jun. 
Jru. 
.~ug. 

Sop. 
Oct. 

Table 6: Recoveries by states 

state 

Q.oorgia 
]'lorida. 
North carolina 
sou.th carolina 
.,Uabama 

****"'**"'**** 
***'"**• 

** 

N\llllber 

14 
13 
ll 
5 
4 

state NUmber 

2 
1 
l 
l 
1 

Now Jersey 
Louisiana 
Virginia 
Mississip)?i 
Qonnocticut -------

l December, January, February, and 

\

March, arc tho months when tho greatest 
number of recoveries have occurred. 

i 'rho north'l?ard migratoi"J movement is on 
by February and March and to some 

I extent even earlier. It is possible 
l that tho weaker birds succumb to tho 
j olcmonts ,or to the strain of long 
flights or to the inability to obtain 
sufficient food. It would be interest-

** I ing to corrolato data concerning 
Nov. 
D 

**** \ recoveries at various l)Oints with tho oc. k ·------:-- local ·,.vcather conditions and available 
food sUT..;>ply. It might bo romarlwd that relatively fe•;! birds aro 
rocovorod durin& tho fall ruigration vrbon tho '. rea.thor is mild and food 
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is abm:da.nt and 'easy to got. In this cqnnection, 1 t might be remarked 
that one wuld expect a great or number of rccovcrios during tho 
fall in vicu of tho largo number of inox?orioncod firs\.-yoar birds. 

CAUSES OF DE.~ OF RETURNS . .dNI) RECOVERIES 

~1o majo~ity of birds reported as recoveries represent dead 
individuals, and every bander knov7S that it is very infroqUQntly that 
one of his birds is captured by another bander. On the other hand• 
stat ion returns, from which tho data on longovi ty ro•)Orted abovo woro 
derived, arc Us~lly based on recaptures of living birds although 
naturally, dead birds ar.o occasionally found a,z:o'Wld or within' f1To 
miles of tho. station. Ta.b~ S which follows, compares tho cau.eos of 
death of returns and rocoveries. 

Tabla g: eausos of Death 

Recoveries No. Bot urn a No. 

Shot 3 Sl,ot 
Killed by cat 2 Killed by cat 2 
Automobile Automobile ! 
Disease 2 Di s.oa.lXl 

Injuries 1 Injuries 1 
Window 1 1:1indo~7 

Unknown 41 Unknown __]_ - -
Total 50 Total 12 

Of tho total of 73 rocovorics reported, 6S.5% wore dead; of the, 
total of 320 returns r~l)Ortod, only 3.3% woz:o dead •. .•. 

Table 5 indicates that for dead rocovorios, shooting• cats. and 
disease head tho list f'or lmown causes; for doad returns, tho same 1s 
truo QXcopt that, for obvious reasons, shooting docs not ary'Joar in 
the list. ·It must be romcmbcrod that these .conclusions as"" to causes 
of doath can, at best, be only tentative, since, in tho majority of 
casos, the oxact causa of death is ~o~m or unspecified by tho 
person r1ho made the recovery. One rrould suspect, howovor,. ths.t shoo tin 
might woll account for more dead birds than actual~ r~ortod. g 
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RETtnUT OF J3IR:DS TO 'lmiR E.\.TCB?L.lCE 

'lho fo1lovring is qil.otod from a letter from Dr .. Harold B. \'Toad: 
ffFrom 1923 to 1951, inclusive, I banded in and 'noar my yard in 
Harrisburg, ?a., 255 adul. t Robins, 455 juveniles, and 97 nestlings, 
a total of 537 :aobins • ..A.nong the adul ta, 34 individuals repeated the 
season of ban<iing, and 30 returned in later years; Ul..? to 4 years. 

"The juveniles made 16 repeats, up to 13 ~s after banding, and 
6 •managed to find their way back tho folloviing year. Only two 
of the birds banded as nestlings came into tlle traps during the 
season, none in af t or yco.rs . Those fi f;iures su Dort my contuntion 
that fow Robins return to their l1atchplaco. (Uhdorlining mino, J RC) 
Th0 j'U.VCnil cs i?robo.b1y woro not all hatched in tho _ncar vicinity 
of the banding station • . ..,\. study of Robins on a nearby aoadoruy campus 
indicated that vri. th color-banded birds. tho juvenile Robins dis~orso 
and vacate the terri tory many days before their )arcnts. One adult 
Robin color-banded i n 1939 VIaS seen in 1940 'and 1941 but was not 
tra:J?pcd until 1943, sug.:;ost ing tll<lt b±:rds not trapped should not 
necessarily be considered dcad.tt 

In connection vdth the foregoing, it misht be remarked that, 
unloss one made a very careful study, with tho aid of color-banding, 
of an aroa of a SC'uaro lllilo or so, he would likely got tho 
impression that not oany birds return to their hatChplaco. thilo 
it is true that the young birds do not, in most cases, return to the 
immediate vicinity of their hatChplacc, observations by vorioua 
contributp:;-e sh9vt.quitc a fQVTinstancos of birds banded at their 
hatohl)lacc oi thor as nestlings or vary young fl cd(;J.i:ngs returning 
to, or VIi thin a few rail~s of, the place of bru1di11g. DUe to tho high 
mobility of recently fledged birds, only intensive banding of 
nestlings in a carefully studied area 'i:oul,d gi vo -conclusive evidence 
on this dis·)orsal of this s··)ccios. .. . .. ... 

Raymond iniddloton rol.)qrts a nestling uhich, as an adult, nested 
just fifty foot 'from >Jhcro it had bq,on hatChed. .• Ubcrt conway, at 
~est Qhostor, . pa., had a Robin, banded as a nestling, JulY gt 1941, 
found dead e. fo·;T yards from tho J?laco of banding, an :wrn 3t 1942. 
Other cooperators probably have had. similar cxporicl'ltces, but since 
data on this l)Oint YJoro not given, 'ilo can only speculate concerning it. 
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. Dt-. Jood (BIRD-:S..\N:DING, Vol. XVIII, No. 3, July 1947, pp •. 127-
129) gives additional data in sup-:_J ort of his contention that fC;u 
Robins return to their ha.tchplaco. Tho follov!ing is quoted from this 
interesting article to whiCh-readers may vnsh to refer: 

"In attampting to determine tho proportion of birds vmidh rottirn 
to their location of banding, tho number of birds of the species 
hatched within tho area and banded as nestlings, and the n~aber of 
individuals which roturn during some future year must be reported. 
·.llso the ro>)Ortcr of records should define tho limits of tho district 
regarded a:JI- tho area in which tho birds wore hatched •••• I banded 143 
Robinst mostly within 500 foot of tho banding station, and only t~ 
over came into tho traps in later years. Only those tTio banded as 
nestlings can be c1a:l.med to have returned to their hatch locality. 

"Nestling Robins wore givoh a special study in 1935 when I banded 
43 in nests found m thin an oighth of a mile o! the tra "J:-)ing station, 
and not one over came back to tho trays in any futuro yoar~ a1 tha.ugh. 
fi vo acre tra:_nod as juveniles. During 1934 I banded 110 nestling 
Robins within 500 foot of tho trav~ ing station; of these five wore 
found dead that same season, five '1ero tra:.QlJod that saoo SUii1ll1Cr" one 
returned tho folloVJirig year., and one 'l;ias caught throe years la~or in 
:Baton Rouge, Louisana. II 

.• .\s mentioned above, a radius of one oig th milo nould seem a 
rather narrow limit in which to expect to find Robins in later years, 
and furthermore, tho n1agni tude of a really comprehensive study is sUch 
that it uould require tho cooperative efforts of a 5roup of banders 
and observers as '.7011 as tho usc of extensive color banding, a device 
which~. ~ood did a~yly with success .. In tho absence of more adoquato 
large invwstigations, 1 t would be ~1ortlmhilc for banders in terostcd in 
this l.JrOblom to rapcat :or. t:oodt"S stuey in other locations. 

In Table 9, on tho next page, data supplie~ by four contributors 
as to tho cffoctivoncss of various traps is presented. ~OV1Cvor, a 
remark by Mr. Frazior neatly su.ns up tho ox-J?orionco of thoso and tho 
majority of otl1or contributors: "Frankly, I dontt know howto lure Robins 
successfully and rcgularly.n 
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Concerning this ~')roblom, Dr. -rood says, "Tho_ a~~]..i ty to_ t~ 
Robins· dor>onds ~ on local environment tl!?n .2!!. any other factor of 
tra·os or bait. l iy most successful traps for Robins have been modified 
house traps, with ground entrances, •:!i th. funnels, or •:rith pUll­
strings, tho traps being oqui::ned '\lith 1)ans of uatcr •. .• -i, drip is·not 
essential. Robins li7ill enter for bread • .A mirror rri thin tho trap did 
not induce scrutiny." (Wndorlining mine, JRC) 

.Another questions rrhich arises is whether the presence of birds 
of th'o same or different species VTi thin tho traps attracts other Robins. 
Tuo reports of birds of another species sharing traps \7i th Robins ~1orc 
!;,"i von • • J. G. Ei tchner cau;;ht an adult Robin along •;ri th Cowbirds, and 
it is tho experience of tho Conv~a~rs that Robins vlill enter traps with 
Cowbirds, Catbirds, ~uall (BYlocichlino) thrushes. FliCkers, and, most 
often, ~th others of their o~ kind. In the oxpcrioncc of tho ~attar 
persons, it Yras found that usually it '•7as the young birds who wcrG 
trap-·1od in as sociation •nth other species;. generally, tho adult birds 
\7Cro trapped individually. Tho ConrJeys also noted. that it VIas not unusual 
to trap tvro or more young Robins simul tanoously in a house trap. 

In small bird tralJ;Jing, a controvc:rsy ragas as to whether morning 
or afternoon trap~_;ing is r.1ost prof"i table. Of course, a dcfini tiyc 
ans\7Cr is not possible unless one also takas into consideration weather 
and other conditions, but tho followii).g data submi tt,od by ~Jir. Frazier 
is of interest z 

-------·· ··--··-

Table 10: Tra:.i?:?ing by Time of' Day (E. S.T.) 

Time NUmb.cr percent Combined percent 

Before g a.m. 45 23% 
3 a.m. to 12 noon ,£3 33?6 ·A.. H. 56% 

I 
I t r 

12 noon to 4 p.m. 44 23~ 
·Aftor 4 p.m. 34 1s·'b iJ '•'." 41% .... .... .~. . 

Time unl::n om 6 3% Unkno vm 3~ 

192 1oo% 100% 
-- ~-·---

l 
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In Table 10, above. Mr. Frazier indicates that 56% of his Robins 
woro talton before noon and 41% after noon~ with tho balance tak'iin at 
timo unknoim • . It is inter sting to note that, out of a total of 55 
Robins f or '7lll ch tho com1ays recorded tho tir.1c,_ 31 or 56% woro taken 
in tho morning and 44% or. 24 in tho afternoon, a r .cmarkablo sirnilari ty 
to tho data submi ttod ~y lfll'. Fraz ior .. In gon·oral, one may tentatively 
conclude that morning 1s s·omouhat moro favorable for tra;,y.1 ing Robins 
than afternoon. · -

Detailed information of a quantitative nature was not presented 
as to tho offoctivonoss of various baits or attractants in capturing 
Robins, but ~ablo 11, below has boon constructed by tabulating tho 
frequency with which various baits havo been found useful by the 
contributors to this symposium. 

I .-- - ·· --- __ , __ _ 
Tabla 11 a Bai ta 

Baits Times Mantic nod 

~a tor 
Bread and craCker crumbs 
Baisiris 
Barrios . 
corn and grains 
.~plos 

Qak:o 
string 
Ohco i'loos 
Fledglings 

................ 
******** ....... 
***"'* •• • • • 
• 
• 

--l 
I 

'---- --- -----------------·-·--· 
In the foregoing tablo, it is apparent that water and broad and 

cracker crumbs lead all other a$tractants in catching Robins. Indoc.d, 
it would Svam that tho superiority of water ovor all othor baits 
is evon groa.ter· than indicated above, for many persons remarked that 
dripiJin~ or . running vater took a groat many of their birds. The Qoovr~s 
caught practical,ly all their birds VIi th nothing but water as tho 
bait; they also found that nos tling birds• temporarily ranovod fro.Dl4 the 
nost woro good luros for capturing adults, and without 8rJ.Y harm to · the 
young. 
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MISCELWNY 

Frank Frazier had tho unique experience of banding a Robin on 
Bastr1llo D~, July 14, one year, and then taking it as a rotu.rn on tho 
two following July l4ths~ 

Dr. Harold rlood says. "One Robin nest in a proto.ctod l ocation was 
occupied successively for six years by different uairs of birds. (The. 
chn.rm nas brokon when a northeaa t s torrn carried it aw~~ ) II · 'il'i thou t 
banding, one would have declared that it was the same. pair of Robins 
which occupied it for each of tho six years . · 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Mrs. Gustavo .• .\. Dwont, sr. 
Mr. Gustavo ... ~ Dumont, Jr. 
Mr. Frank Frazier 
Mr. J. George Hitchner 
Mr. R~ond J. Middleton 
Mr. H. F.· Farrand 
Dr. Harold :n. '7ood 
Mr.. Mcrri 11 '7ood 
Mr. U'illiam R. iviid.dloton 
Hrs. Laura LaTI Bailey 
l~rs. Horman F. Kuch, Jr. 
Mr. "::. M. Davidson 
Mr. ..\rthu.r H. Faa t 
Dr. Charles H. Blake 
Mr. -:'lilliam Popper 
Mr. G. Hapgood Parks 
Mr. Joseph M. Cadbu.ry 
Mrs. ...u bert E. Com"fay 
Mr, ..Ubort E. Com?aY 

• ... * *: 

~oquannodk, Now Jorsoy 
l?oquannockt Now Jersey 
Uppor Montclair, Now Jersey 
Pitman, Nooo:n Jorsoy 
Norristom, Pennsylvania 
':Yilmington, Delaware 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
State Oollega1 Pennsylvania 
~enonah, New. Jcrsoy 
Goshen, Virginia 
Philadol:phiaa Pennsylvania 
Orlando, Flor~da 
. .Arlington, Virginia 
Lincoln, l!.assachusotts 
Wyncote, J?onnsylvania. 
Hartford, Connecticut 
Philad~lphia, Pennsylvania 
Easton, J?onnsylvania 
Easto.n, Pennsylvania. 

·* 
Tho Editor 'rishos to thank his ..-lifo for tho many hours which she 

spent in tabulating, organizing, and interpreting thv ·r-c:tc:-r.:t .:ll of 
symposium. In ordor that all tho matorial concerning Robins could be 
included in one is suo, it was docidod to combine · tho November and 
Docembor issuos. ~1o hopo that you will enjoy tho result. -ac 




