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A WANDERING CATBIRD

Mr. Vernon C. Rossman of Coatesville, Pa, sends in the following
record:

"On May 14, 1948 I bended an adult Catbird at Coatesville, Pa.
and on July 6, 1949 it was trapped and released by William Pepper,
Philsdelphia., The story ends on May 6, 1950 when a cat caught and
killed the bird on Smithe Island in Maryland. This is at the extreme
southern tip of Chesapeake Bay."
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A sparrow-sized bird with an orange-colored band with No, 74~
L7NHEB and an aluminum band (number lost) was picked up at North Park,
Pennsylvanie (near Pittsburgh) on August 10, 1949 by Mrs., H, S. Johnson, |
The bird may have been an escaped cage-bird.

BANDING NESTLINGS

Dr, Peul H. Fluck of Lambertville, N. J. on perusing the published
sunmery of banding activities for last year was moved to comment on the
smell numbers of very common species which had been banded, He men-
tioned Red-eyed Vireos, Marsh Wrens, Seaside and Sharp-tailed Sparrows
as examples, and suggested that it would be reletively easy to band
these species as nestlings.

Dr, Fluck's letter was sent to Mr. Seth Low of the Bird Banding
office for comment, It 1s thought that Mr. Low's reactions would be
of interest i{o all our members so they are quoted below!

#Our purposes in publishing the totals of each species is cer-
tainly to stimulate more interest in the species which need more
attention. The purpose of banding, however, is too frequently lost
sight of. It is to get results; not to band as many species and in-
dividusls as possible, By results is meant returns, especially retraps
in eubsequent years,

"The taboo on banding nestlings is reascnable and Justified, but
it 4s not a herd and fast rule with no exceptions. There iz no question





