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following day. Now is the time to begin work on your paper for this 
meeting. Please advise Mr. Groskin or the Seeretary of the title~ 
presentation time, and whether movies or slides are included, o~ · 
your paper. Let's all plan t o attend. 

MORE ON" TRAPS 

In a recent issue Karl Bartel asked about elevator traps. Seth 
Low sent in two sheets of advertising describing one such trap 
in some detail and commenting that they have plenty of copies in 
the Fish and Wildlif& Service office at Patuxent Research Refuge, 
Laurel, Maryland, to b& had for the asking. It looks like a 
pretty good trap. 

Mrs •. Robert A. Amy of 149 Watchung Ave., Upper Montclair, 
N. J., has written a very interesting letter which reads ae follows: 

"I have been mueh interested · in your tt>ap discussions and 
would like to put in my tuppenae. Perhaps our station is typical 
but it may have something to offer. We have thr~e eh.ildren of . 
our own alld the child traffic here i8 terrific. We also are 
plagued with squirrels,. cats and dogs. These disturbance factors · 
have to be overcome without violence if peace is to be maintained. 

Automatic traps are out of the picture. Everything but birds 
set them off. Also I can not be sure of making regular rounds 
and I am &nXioua to keep bljuries to a minimUm. This I have done, 
with only one injury in two years; that was a Jay which caught its 
bill in 1/'" mesh, but it has returned twice and this was not 
fatal~ Also time is a real factor for me as I can never be sure 
of five consecutive uninterrupted. minutes. 

I have a house trap, which I have modified, and an L shaped 
Fabian type trap, and a Warbler trap which I have also shifted 
about and a canary cage trap which differs a little from Mr. Gill's. 
I enclose drawings. (We will try to show them 1n a future issue.) 
Of course my banding is on a small scale but I take about ·ten birda 
a day pp .an average, which piles up a fairly repre~entatiYe cross 
section of the birds in this area and represents also a possible 
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proposition for the small station. I realize that the big banders 
take thousands of birds, but I suspect that there are many like 
myself who can not devote all their time to this grand hobby. 

I think baits are a real problem. I try to collect all of 
the wild fruits and seeds I can over the fall and summer and find 
them a help. Peanut hearts are terribly expensive and I do not 
find that they increase the take. Bread fried up in bacon 
drippings seems to be the best of all. I think that the birds can 
see it from a distance better than anything else. Next in order 
is sunflower seed, then regular wild bird mixtures, then berry 
bearing shrubs and constantly dripping water, then raisins which 
are very good in the spring, Kinglets seem to like boiled rice, 
but nothing else takes it. Robins sometimes like macaroni. Thrushes 
like apples but so do possums. Plum pits saved from the table are 
also good for Thrushes. 

On good flight days we take as many as thirty or forty birds 
in this small station. I would also like to hear from other banders 
about the time element. I suspect that the early bird does not 
catch the worm. M,y time records show ten to eleven AM and three 
thirty to five thirty as the most productive times, I am at a loss 
to explain this. I have often started banding at five in the 
morning, but have stopped doing this. It does not pay. Has anyone 
else any notes on this? It seems heresy to say that birds are not 
creatures of the dawn, but they are not in our garden. 

I would like to know what a Ver-bail trap is and what a 
Modesto trap is. I know that I have a wealth of ignorance, but 
perhaps I can reduce it by asking better informed people. 

I might add a word here, it is always ,a temptation when you 
see several birds near one of these traps and only one in them to 
see if you can increase the haul by waiting for another bird to go 
in. By and large this does not pay. Though the early bird does 
not catch the worms a bird in the hand is still worth several in 
the bushes. Probably there is nothing here that everybody doesn tt 
know, but I know what a job it is to get anybody to contribute their 
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ideas, so please take the spirit, even if not the facts," 

Mrs. Marie Dumont, Pequannock, N.J., writes as follows: 

"We, at this station, .use Government Sparrow, Potter, House, 
Flat, Tunnel and Brenckle water drip type traps and find them 
all good. However, find that the Brenckle water drip and House 
trap take the largest number of birds and species over the year. 
Potter ranks next . Naturally the Brenckle being the top opening 
type takes at least 9a% of the Warbler family, also all Kinglets 
and Nuthatches taken at this station. lfJe find the latter equally 
attractive to such birds as Blue Jays, Robins, Grackles and Cat­
birds. The reason we like the House trap is because it takes 
most every kind of bird, including some Warblers, the latter 
fact being due perh~ps because of a basin of water being kept 
on the ground inside it. 

We operate several 2 and 4 division water; drip traps in 
trees and bushes, from four to ten feet above ground that do 
very well. Of course these are stationar,y as we, as well as 
other banders, find that moving traps do not attract birds. 

Bait used includes chopped suet, raisins, chopped nuts, 
any native berries that may be available, sunflower seeds, a 
mixture of commercial wild bird seed, bread and cake crumbs. 

To go back to the traps, the Government Sparrow trap is 
a must for ground birds, especially during migration of Sparrows, 
as we have taken as many as 20 birds in one trap at one time. 
The Flat trap we use has a rather large top opening door as well 
as a large front opening, bqth being held open and closed b,y 
means of hand operated string arrangement. The Tunnel trap is 
L shape, sets flat on ground, tunnel formed by merely hollowing 
out the ground at L juncture. Both have their merits but need 
a good deal of attention. At times the traps are shifted to 
different positions." 




