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Awil Mil. ~ ~ Augus.t Total 

Tufted Titmouse 1 1 
Junco 4 4 
Purple Finch 1 1 
Cowbird 1 1 
Song Sparrn~~ 1 1 4 8 14 
Chipp1~ Spe.rro,. 2 2 
Towhee 2 1 1 4 
Yellow-throat J 2 5 
White-throated Sparrow ? ? 
Veery 2 2 
Catbird .5 1 1 ? 
Oveabi'rd 1 1 
Brown Thrasher 1 2 2 5 
Swmp Sparrow 1 1 
House Wren 1 1 
Blue Jay 2 2 
Robin 2 1 :3 
Wood Thrush 1 .5 6 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak _l, _l, 

10 22 9 8 19 66 

With this record. e.s an incentive, mny members should bui11 
these traps. 

MORE ABOU~ DJSEASES AND PARASITES 

Mrs. Christella Butler of Parkland, Pa. writes that she 
had a letter from Seth Low concerning her diseased Mourning 
Dove, described ia a recent issue of the News. ~r. Herman, of 
the disease tP-~ -:>ratory, recognized it as Tricr.om,nas gallinoe, 
of which there is a serious outbreak among Mourni~~ Dove~ in 
the South. Mem'bers finding Doves in the condit:\'-'n \'l.escribed 
by f.ilrs. Butler are requested to send them alive or dead to 
Dr. C~rleton Hermnn -------------- Collect. 

TM s incident demonstrates the value of careful observa ti :m 
and prompt reporting on the part of an EBBA mem~er. ~~ny, many 
of our members do likewiseJ 

C:aUSHED BANDS ON THE PURPLE GRACKLE 

Mrs. Butler has a.lso mentioned trapping two 11 :t>eturn11 

Grackles with overlapped bends. In one rEcent i~stance the foot 
was swollen to about. three times normal size. When the b~.nd 
was removed and the foot painted with merthiolate the bird ~~3 
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released. Although it had some difficulty alighting on its first 
attempt, it subsequently was successful. She bad seen many 
banded birds around her traps which looked all right and walked 
normally. Both birds with overlapped bands were males which she 
thinks have heavier and thicker bills than females. She plans 
to study this latter sex factor mq~e carefully. 

Anyone handling Gracklas knows that they have powerful 
bills, so it would see~ to be possible for them to crush their 
bands in some cases. Mrs. Butler's two crushed bands were con­
secutive members of the eame series, suggesting the possibility 
of soft bands. Does anyone else have information on this subjectl 

BIOGRAPHY 

This month's bioerapey features Dr . Paul H. Fluck of lam­
bertville, N. J. Here is his stor.y. 

"Chasing birds since college days, more recently through 
Central America, Alaska, Hawaii, and the 48 states, I set ~ut 
t~ see all of the 1?4 units of the National Pa.rk system, and, 
somehow, after ten years, mnaged to do it. Have an A.o.u. check 
list of 463 species to date - life list, counting foreign bird 
species of over 6oo. 

"Banding einee 1945, about 60 species, including one Clay 
Colored Sparrow, first I think in New Jersey, Osprey, Great 
Horned Owls, Night Herons, and one Saw Whet Owl this winter. 
Bave only picked up one foreign band, thst of Gillespie (J. A. 
Gillespie of Glenolden, Pa.) a Titmouse. Main interest right 
nov is Starlings and Mourning Doves. Am trying to catch ~ 
hundredth Mourning Dove this spring. 

"Only real contribution to bird banding has been two tre.ps, 
the "6" trap, a sparrow trap for lady banders to build in an 
hour (really it was the secret of~ success with Mourning Doves) 
and the net thrower, powered by linked rubber bands cut from 
inner tubes, also some experimental work on bird in~ries and 
repairs. 

"Right now rq biggest worry is that I have 3.5 nice traps, 
including a portable house trap, 9 x 6 x 61 , two big hand 
op~~ated flap traps, J sparrow traps, 31 6" traps, two Binklea, 
~ net thrower, two three celled top openers, one large top 
opener, etc. and can onlY find time to band about one day a week. 
I 1 ;a always wanted to find some bander who wanted to help out 
with a Delaware Valle7 banding station. It's a shame to use 
those traps only one ~ a week. 11 

Can't aomeone help Dr. Fluck with his trap prob1emt 




