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COMMENTARY

In his article “Analysis of Geographic Variation in the
Townsend’s Warbler” (Condor 85:385-391, 1983), Mi-
chael L. Morrison barely avoided providing a valid sub-
specific name despite his stated intent not to do so. He
stated (p. 388) that ““. . . two identifiable populations of
Townsend’s Warbler can be distinguished with sufficient
accuracy to meet ‘accepted’ subspecies criteria . . ..”” He
further provided (p. 389 and Table 1) diagnostic charac-
ters. Figure 3 of the paper is a photograph of part of a
specimen and its attached labels, on which a handwritten
trinomial and the word “Type” are plainly evident. This
combination of name and indication satisfies all applicable
provisions of Article 11 of the International Code of Zoo-
logical Nomenclature (1964) for availability in spite of the
facts that Morrison indicated in the caption to the figure
that he was not designating the illustrated bird as a type
and (p. 390) that he was refraining from naming the sub-
species because he was uncertain of its breeding grounds.
The Code does not stipulate that intent is necessary for
the availability of a name, and in this instance the facts
are contrary to the stated intent. The subspecific name in
the figure can'only be considered a valid name of a sub-
species, attributable to Morrison, albeit a name inadver-
tently published.

On page 390 of the article, however, Morrison stated:
“In the event that a subspecies should in the future be
formally named, I suggest that Grinnell’s name [shown in
Figure 3] for this population be used . . . .” According to
Article 15 of the Code, “After 1960, a new name proposed
conditionally . . .is not available.” Thus the name shown
in the photograph is not available under Article 15 despite
the fact that it meets the provisions of Article 11. The
accidental naming of a subspecies was narrowly averted.
We urge authors, reviewers, and editors of taxonomic pa-
pers to be fully acquainted with the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature, and to consider its provisions
when writing and studying a manuscript.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Cooper Ornithological Society Members:

In mid-October our Endowment Committee sent a letter
to all members asking for contributions to our Publication
and other Funds. The response has been excellent and
most gratifying. I sincerely thank all of you who have
contributed! At the same time, I wish to encourage those
of you who have not yet made a donation to this important
campaign to do so now. Financial stability for our pro-
grams is essential and only you can provide it. Again,
thanks greatly to those of you who have already sent a
check.

Sincerely, Ralph W. Schreiber, President.
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THE BULLETIN BOARD

For advice on submitting items for this section, please see
Information for Contributors (Condor 86:97).

WANTED: Kuroda, Birds of the Island of Java, vol. 2;
Delacour, Waterfowl of the World, vol. 3; Bannerman,
Birds of the British Isles, vol. 5. John Wall, 76 Brambach
Rd., Scarsdale, NY 10583. (914) 723-3105.



