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THE WEATHER 

March -  Norther ly  winds were pers is tent  during the f i rs t  17 days.  Lake 
Erie  remained extensively ice  covered while  a  temperature  def ic i t  
of  11 degrees  below normal  was acquired in  this  per iod.  Ice  cover  
began to  weaken on the 16th,  ruptured on the 17th,  and began 
moving out  on souther ly  winds on the 18th.  A warming t rend then 
cont inued through the 28th,  erasing the former temperature  
def ic i t  and was accompanied by var iable  weather,  wind shif ts ,  
and frequent  precipi ta t ion.  The winds turned norther ly  during the 
las t  four  days.  

The month averaged out  one degree cooler  than normal .  
Precipi ta t ion totaled 1.82 inches and was in  def ic i t  by 1.31 
inches.  

Apri l  -  The month was cool  and wet .  Winds from the north were 
dominant  on 17 days and from the south on 11 days.  Residual  ice  
f ie lds  on Lake Erie  completely disappeared in  the f i rs t  few days 
of  the month.  

Temperatures  averaged 2.4 degrees  below normal .  Precipi ta t ion 
was regular ly  scat tered on 14 days throughout  the month that  
accumulated to  4 .49 inches and was in  excess  by 1.08 inches.  

May -  The month was qui te  wet  but  s l ight ly  warmer than normal .  
Winds shif ted at  regular  intervals  and prevai led from a given 
direct ion for  moderately sustained per iods.  

Precipi ta t ion occurred on 12 days at  fa i r ly  regular  intervals  
that  provided 5.73 inches total  for  the month and was in  excess  
by 2.21 inches.  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

The spr ing season was most  eventful .  I t  included rare  and unusual  
s ight ings (Laughing Gull ,  Li t t le  Gull ,  Bewick’s  Wren,  Summer Tanager,  
and Sharp-tai led Sparrow);  uncommonly ear ly  arr ivals  (Common Egret  
and Prothonotary Warbler)  as  wel l  as  la te- l ingering individuals  
(Oldsquaw, White-winged Scoter,  Common Scoter,  Rough-legged Hawk,  
and Pigeon Hawk);  appearances of  species  rarely seen in  the spr ing season 
(Yel low-crowned Night  Heron,  Dowitcher,  Great  Black-backed Gull ,  and 
Frankl in’s  Gull) ;  an extension in  the range of  a  cer ta in  species  (Red-head
ed Woodpecker) ;  a  rare  nest ing occurrence (Mockingbird) ;  incidents  that  
could portend a  unique nest ing (Winter  Wren) .  Detai ls  of  these events  
appear  in  this  issue.  

The Common Loon and the Common Egret  were reported with 
greater  f requency than in  recent  years  and from the ent i re  area.  

The departure  of  winter ing waterfowl,  the arr ival  and passage of  
migrant  waterfowl,  occurred rapidly with the ice  breakup in  mid-March.  
“Although Lake Erie  was extensively ice  covered on the 15th the open 
water  in  the harbor  areas  inside the breakwall ,  f rom the Cuyahoga River  
and east ,  produced the greatest  concentrat ion and var ie ty  for  the whole 
migratory per iod” (Klamm).  

Whist l ing Swans.  A group of  s tudents  on f ie ld  t r ips  in  Wil loughby 
s ighted a  f lock of  27 Whist l ing Swans f lying west  in  “vee” forma
t ion at  8:00 p.m.  on March 18.  At  10:30 p.m.  on the 22nd a  good 
s ized f lock (many more than the previous f l ight)  was observed 
f lying in  a  northwester ly  direct ion and cal l ing as  before .  The 
moonlight  made the f locks vis ible  on both occasions (Denny) .  

Hawks.  Migratory movement  was noted as  ear ly  as  March 16 when 
one unident i f ied Buteo was observed sai l ing northeast  a t  an al t i
tude of  1 ,000 feet  or  more along the l ine of  the Portage Escarp
ment  a t  Forest  Hil l  Park at  3: l5  p .m. ,  a  rarely reported t ime of  
passage (Newman).  A count  was made between 12:05 and 1:15 p.m.  
a t  Perkins  Beach on Apri l  4  (a  sunny day)  of  22 Turkey Vultures  
and 24 Buteos and Accipi ters  (Surman,  Jr. ) .  On Apri l  14 a  f l ight  
of  5  Accipi ters  and 18 Buteos was seen very high over  a  res idence 
in  Bay Vil lage wheel ing and circl ing with the air  currents  which 
carr ied them eastward (Cook).  A morning survey at  Perkins  Beach 
on Apri l  19 net ted the fol lowing:  1  Rough-legged,  5  Sparrow 
Hawks,  and 13 unident i f ied Buteos and Accipi ters .  A mid-day 
tabulat ion for  one hour  on the same day resul ted in  8  Turkey 
Vultures ,  12 Sharp-shinned,  1  Cooper ’s ,  1  Red-tai led,  15 Sparrow 
Hawks,  and 13 unident i f ied Buteos and Accipi ters  (Surman,  Jr. ) .  

Apri l  26 was the f i rs t  highly product ive day for  concentrated 
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13 Broad-winged,  and 1 Osprey were ta l l ied on the same day (Stasko) .  

The peak of  the hawk migrat ion took place on Apri l  27.  A count  
of  3  Turkey Vultures ,  62 Sharp-shinned,  2  Cooper ’s ,  5  Red-tai led,  68 
Broad-winged,  2  Marsh,  30 unident i f ied Hawks,  and 1 Osprey,  a l l  mov
ing in  an easter ly  direct ion,  was obtained from the same observat ion 
s i te  as  the 26th (Stasko) .  A t ime-log of  the migrat ion at  Perkins  Beach 
on the 27th,  in  progress  a t  the t ime of  arr ival ,  fol lows:  

Turkey  Sharp- Broad- Sparrow Blue 
Time Vulture  shinned Cooper ’s  winged Osprey Hawk Jay 
10:30 - 24  5  3  - - 152  
10:45 	 - 7 1 1 - - 17 
11:00 	 - 9 1 - 1  - 158 
11:15 	 3 5 - - - 1 53 
11:30 	 - - - - - - 20 
12:00 	 - - - - - - 67 

3 45  7 4 1  1  467  

The Accipi ters  and Blue Jays were moving at  a  low level  f rom west  to  
east  (Klamm).  

Gulls  and Terns.  Herr ing and Ring-bi l led Gulls  were not  plent i ful  unt i l  
af ter  mid-March when numbers  increased sharply with the ice  breakup,  
the populat ions remaining fair ly  high unt i l  af ter  mid-Apri l .  Bonaparte’s  
Gulls  dr i f ted in  s lowly af ter  March 22 and increased,  an excel lent  con
centrat ion being present  f rom Apri l  6  to  13.  They diminished rapidly 
with none remaining by May 1 (Klamm).  

The Common Tern was f i rs t  reported from Timberlake where 20 
moved west  to  east  a t  twil ight  on March 29 (Mart in)  a  new ear l ies t  
spr ing date  of  occurrence.  Several  large concentrat ions were reported 
from Lorain harbor:  (1)  200 on Apri l  19 (Dolbear) ;  (2)  600 on May 9 
fol lowing a  s torm and 900 on May 13 (Ward) .  

Caspian Terns were present  on many dates  in  Apri l  with the 
largest  f locks observed at  Lorain harbor:  (1)  45 on the 16th 
(Lebold) ;  (2)  50 on the 19th (Ward) .  There were three May re
ports ,  a lso from Lorain harbor,  being las t  reported on May 17 
(Ward,  Dolbear, .  Klamm).  

Black Terns were reported from Lorain harbor  on May 9 when 
two were seen fol lowing a  s torm (Ward) .  Two were observed at  LaDue 
Reservoir  on May 18 (Engl ish) .  

Nighthawk Migrat ion.  The Common Nighthawk appeared in  
Cleveland Heights ,  Wil loughby Hil ls ,  and Waite  Hil l  on May 15 
for  the f i rs t  records of  the season (Newman,  Skaggs,  Flanigan) .  
The fol lowing day,  May 16,  a  migrat ion was observed in  Bay Vil lage.  
“Nighthawks were f i rs t  seen short ly  before  7:00 p.m.  when two 
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came into view f lying high on a  ra ther  s t ra ight  eastward course.  Soon 
af ter  these two passed from view another  two came from the west ,  
c i rc led s lowly and s teadi ly  moved east .  Then a  group of  four  passed,  
another  two,  three,  and then a  s ingle  bird.  A bi t  la ter  a  t r io  came,  
s t i l l  la ter  another  two and they cont inued in  this  manner  unt i l  25 
birds  had passed.  They were al l  moving at  about  the same height ,  
making no diving or  sudden maneuvers  as  in  feeding,  but  cont inued 
s teadi ly  eastward,  sometimes in  wide circl ing turns .  Their  passage 
was s i lent”  (Cook) .  Such a  f l ight  of  the Common Nighthawk in spr ing 
is  rarely observed.  

Red-headed Woodpecker  Extends Range.  The Red-headed Woodpecker  
was reported from the ent i re  area of  coverage especial ly  through the 
month of  May.  “Last  year  for  the f i rs t  t ime in  many years  the Red
headed Woodpeckers  were seen frequent ly  near  the Trai ls ide Museum 
in the Rocky River  Reservat ion.  This  year  they have been seen far  up 
the Cuyahoga Val ley and in  the Brecksvi l le  Reservat ion.  I ts  appear
ance up the,  val leys  seems to  have fol lowed the increase in  the num
bers  of  dead elms” (Wall in) .  Redheaded Woodpeckers  are  apparent ly  
moving into new locat ions in  the Akron area (Ulr ich) .  See the Field 
Notes  sect ion for  an account  of  a  group in  migrat ion along the Lake 
Erie  shorel ine.  

Swallows.  The movement  of  Swallows at  Mentor  Park was par t ic
ular ly  s t rong during May.  In  the ear ly  evening of  May 1 there  
was a  mixed f l ight  of  Swallows.  On the 14th f locks numbering in  
the thousands moved southwest .  This  f lock was composed of  Tree 
and Barn Swallows for  the most  par t  but  qui te  a  number were 
Bank and there  were at  least  f ive Cliff  Swallows.  A heavy move
ment  passed to  the southwest  a t  1:30 p.m.  on the 18th with Tree 
and Bank Swallows predominat ing but  including Barn,  Rough-winged 
Swallows,  a  few Purple  Mart ins  and Chimney Swif ts  (Hammond).  

On May 26,  a  c lear,  sunny day with a  northeast  wind,  a  great  
swir l ing group of  some 200 Swallows fed on insects  congregated in  a  
pocket  formed by snow fence,  sand,  and a  bui lding at  the edge of  the 
beach and parking area at  Headlands Beach.  The Swallows complete
ly  ignored a  watching group composed of  15 people  and swooped in  
among them to feed.  This  f lock included Tree,  Bank,  Rough-winged,  
and Barn Swallows (Pal l is ter) .  

Purple  Mart ins .  A very ear ly  “scout”  appeared in  Geauga County on 
March 24,  more than two weeks before  another  was observed (Dr.  
Perry McCullough f ide Booth) .  The Mart ins  were la te  appearing in  
Waite  Hil l  but  “more are  present  than ever  before  a l though i t  was not  
unt i l  the  end of  May that  they became more numerous and act ive.  In  
the course of  e l iminat ing nests  of  the House Sparrow from the Mart in  
house a  c lutch of  s ix  eggs was observed in  one of  the Mart in  nests ,  a  
rare  number as  the usual  number of  eggs is  four  or  f ive” (Walter  
Hal le  f ide Flanigan) .  

Blue Jays in  Migrat ion.  As expected the return of  the Blue Jay 
was not iced af ter  the decl ine in  populat ion during the winter.  
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Reports  f rom contr ibutors  show the extent  of  the movement ,  including 
several  f l ights  inland which are  rarely observed.  

March Blue Jays returned to  Hanging Rock Farm in Kir t land 
Hil ls  on March 11 but  migrat ing f locks were not  observed unt i l  the  
las t  week of  the month (Bole,  Jr. ) .  

Apri l  The passage of  numbers  of  Jays in  Bay Vil lage was f i rs t  
noted about  Apri l  4  with a  count  of  50,  the fol lowing day 19.  On Apri l  
27 there  was a  migrat ion of  15 (Cook).  A regular  observer  a long the 
lake reported a  good Blue Jay migrat ion,  the f i rs t  substant ia l  move­
ment  being noted on Apri l  27 at  Perkins  Beach when the birds  were 
moving through at  about  400/hr.  (Klamm).  A f l ight  of  16 was observed 
at  2:00 p.m.  on Apri l  28 in  East  Cleveland (Snel ler) .  

May A mid-day f l ight  of  25 Jays moving east ,  f lew high over  
The Natural  Science Museum on May 2 (Kitson) .  A massive movement  
of  more than 250 birds  occurred in  Bay Vil lage on May 3 (Cook).  
Groups of  Jays,  numbering from f ive to  15 and f lying high,  moved 
s teadi ly  to  the northeast  f rom 9:00 to  10:00 am. over  a  res idence in  
Wil loughby on May 7 (Pal l is ter) .  May 8 was an act ive day in  Bay 
Vil lage with more than 40 birds  ta l l ied (Cook) .  Many groups were 
observed at  a  moderately high al t i tude moving s teadi ly  a long the lake 
and inland above the t ree  tops at  Headlands Beach and Mentor  Marsh 
on May 14.  This  movement  was noted at  Mentor  Marsh on the 16th 
also (Pal l is ter) .  At  Lakewood Park the Blue Jays were moving at  
850/hr.  on May 17;  1200/hr.  on May 24;  300/hr.  on May 30.  I t  was 
notable  that  f l ights  were s t rong in  la te-day per iods as  wel l  as  the cus­
tomary ear ly-day per iod (Klamm).  On the morning of  May 22 between 
9:10 and 9:35 approximately 80 Jays,  in  loose groups of  s ix  to  14 
birds ,  f lew high over  Lower Shaker  Lake from west  to  east  (Knight) .  
On a  May 24 f ie ld  t r ip  to  Mentor  Marsh a  migrat ion of  Blue Jays was 
notable  as  hundreds,  possibly thousands,  passed along the lake shore 
during the day t ravel ing from west  to  east  (Dolbear) .  A Bratenahl  
observer  reports  a  Blue Jay movement  a long the lake on May 25 and 
termed i t  “ la te”  (Raynes) .  The las t  migratory movement  noted in  Bay 
Vil lage was on May 26 of  more than 200 Jays fol lowing the lake shore 
eastward in  groups of  about  25 each.  After  f ive of  these groups had 
passed one very large group total ing about  100 birds  passed.  These 
were s t rung out  and for  several  moments  seemed never  to  end (Cook).  
Extensive Blue Jay movements  were noted on May 28.  The edge of  
Mentor  Marsh was ful l  of  Jays in  the morning from 9:00 to  11:30,  
some in the t rees  but  the greater  number were in  small  f locks of  s ix  to  
15,  f lying from west  to  east  a t  about  a  50 foot  a l t i tude and more than 
a  hundred birds  were seen.  In  the ear ly  af ternoon small  f locks of  f rom 
four  to  e ight  individuals  and total ing more than 40 birds  were heading 
north along the East  Branch of  the Chagrin River  near  Holden 
Arboretum (Mart in) .  Blue Jays continued to move on May 30 as two flocks 
of about 20 each headed northeast at Headlands State Park in the early morn­
ing (Hammond). 
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(  See the Field Notes  sect ion for  a  detai led account  of  the Blue Jay 
migrat ion along the Lake Erie  shorel ine on May 3 and 4.  )  

Cedar  Waxwings Abundant .  Many contr ibutors  reported increased 
numbers  of  Cedar  Waxwings:  (1)  “hundreds to  be seen from the 
lakefront  to  Chagrin Fal ls  on May 21” (Raynes) ; (2)  “Cedar  
Waxwings invaded the western suburbs af ter  the middle  of  May 
with some f locks numbering in  the for t ies  and f i f t ies”  (Stasko);  
(3)  “on and af ter  May 24 this  bird has  been except ional ly  abun­
dant  and widespread” (Klamm);  (4)  large f locks were reported 
from Lorain on May 29,  30,  and 31 (Dolbear  and Lebold) ;  (5)  
“one” notable  feature  of  May 30 was the presence of  f locks of  
Cedar  Waxwings at  Headlands State  Park,  Holden Arboretum, and 
Chase Drive in  Mentor” (Hammond).  

Warbler  Migrat ion.  The spr ing migrat ion progressed at  a  fa i r ly  
le isurely and even pace and while  lacking the days of  warbler  inten­
si ty  we eagerly await  there  were several  days of  massive movement  
evidenced over  the ent i re  region.  May 7 was such a  day:  (1)  14 
species  of  warblers  in  Concord Township (Newhous);  (2)  “huge 
waves of  warblers  a t  Firestone Park in  Akron” (Ulr ich) ;  (3)  a  c loudy 
and humid day at  Waite  Hil l  with 18 species  of  warblers  and new 
arr ivals  of  e ight  other  species  (Flanigan) .  

May 14 appears  to  have been the crest  when the migrat ion con­
t inued through the ent i re  day at  the same degree of  densi ty.  There 
were s igns of  i t  being “the day” in  Lyndhurst  a t  7:00 a .m.  (Kitson);  a  
notable  migrat ion at  Hanging Rock Farm in Kir t land Hil ls  featured an 
outs tanding passage of  Cape May Warblers  (Bole ,  Jr. ) ;  i t  was a  
“peak” day for  warblers  a t  Waite  Hil l  where the abundance of  Cape 
May Warblers  was also noted (Sherwin and Flanigan) .  The rarer  war­
blers  were extremely wel l  represented this  spr ing as  wil l  be noted in  
the Noteworthy Records sect ion.  

Ic ter ids .  The f i rs t  movement  of  any s ize  was reported on March 
17 when an est imated 400 Red-winged Blackbirds ,  most ly  males ,  
s topped by the lagoon near  Mentor  Park at  dusk.  On the 23rd,  a  
mild and sunny day with a  s t rong south wind,  Meadowlarks,  Red-
winged Blackbirds ,  Grackles ,  Crows,  and Robins were wel l  dis­
t r ibuted al l  the way from Mentor  to  Magee Marsh,  with the move­
ment  appearing general  throughout  the lakefront  area (Hammond).  

Blackbird act ivi ty  was not iced in  Bay Vil lage on Apri l  2  and 3 
with the birds  numbering in  the hundreds,  but  the 4th seemed the 
high point  in  the migrat ion.  On that  date  the Red-winged Blackbirds ,  
Common Grackles ,  and Robins were moving along the lakefront  to  
Bay Vil lage,  beginning to  move inland near  Huntington Beach and 
heading in  a  more southeaster ly  direct ion.  At  the eastern boundary of  
Bay Vil lage these groups seemed to  be passing eastward over  the rail­
road tracks and along Detroit Road, while at the extreme western boundary 
they were seen only above the lakeshore with none moving inland. In 
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fact ,  a long the L & N Rai l road t racks crossing Bradley Road there  
were no blackbirds  a t  a l l .  Not  unt i l  reaching Lake Road at  Bradley 
Road could these passer ines  be seen.  At  this  point  the lakeshore is  
but  a  scant  100 feet  away while  a t  the rai l road crossing at  Bradley 
Road the lake is  about  one and one-half  miles  away.  Approximately 
1,000 birds  were counted (Cook).  

A mixed f lock of  Red-winged and Rusty Blackbirds ,  Grackles ,  
Cowbirds ,  and Star l ings was s t rung out  f rom Mentor  Park to  the 
yacht  c lub (about  one-half  mile)  a t  sunset  on Apri l  6 ,  a  cool  but  
sunny day.  The total  number  was in  the thousands,  with male  Red-
winged Blackbirds  seeming to  predominate ,  a l though no accurate  
ta l ly  was possible  as  large numbers  were down in the brush 
(Hammond).  

Presence of  Evening Grosbeaks Uninterrupted.  The incursion which 
began on October  27,  1968 and cont inued through the winter  dimin
ished somewhat  as  to  numbers  in  the spr ing but  the Grosbeaks were 
present  cont inuously.  The f inal  record was of  a  female present  on 
May 27 at  the feeding s ta t ion of  Dr.  R.  C.  McKay in  Brecksvi l le  
where the largest  concentrat ions had occurred.  The peak count  of  
200 was made on January 19,  with the high of  the spr ing season 
being 90 on March 8 (f ide Dexter) .  The f inal  date  of  occurrence,  
May 27,  matches the previous la tes t  spr ing date  which was made in  
1952,  a lso at  Dr.  McKay’s  feeders  in  Brecksvi l le .  

A pair  of  Grosbeaks remained at  a  feeding s ta t ion in  Chagrin 
Fal ls  unt i l  May 21 where the count  had remained high through the 
incursion.  Observat ions of  la te  feeding were made on several  occa
s ions of  previously unreported t imes of  day:  5:00,  5:10,  and 5:20 
p.m.  E.S.T.  (Engl ish) .  Reports  of  Evening Grosbeaks at  a  feeder  in  
the af ternoon are  rare .  

Courtship behavior  was noted at  two widely separated loca
t ions:  (1)  one pair  court ing on May 3 at  Chagrin Fal ls  (Engl ish) ;  (2)  
f rom Apri l  24 to  May 3 a  male  Grosbeak regular ly  fed a  female at  
Hanging Rock Farm in Kir t land Hil ls  (Bole ,  Jr. ) .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Eared Grebe -  On March 17 two rested on Corning Lake in  Holden 
Arboretum where this  species  occurs  most  f requent ly  in  this  region 
(Bole,  Jr. ) .  

Yel low-crowned Night  Heron - This  rare  spr ing vis i tor  remained at  
two small  ponds on the grounds of  the C.W. Tyler ’s  in  Wil loughby 
from May 27 to  the end of  the per iod.  I t  was rather  tame.  When 
dis turbed i t  f lew into t rees  adjacent  to  the ponds and could be 
approached within 50 feet  (Mitchel l  Behnke f ide Denny) .  There 
was a  mott l ing or  s t reaking in  the plumage on the nape,  s ide 
of  neck and throat ,  o therwise an adul t  bird.  The two 
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white  occipi ta l  plumes on the head were prominent  and unusual ly  long.  
According to  Palmer in  HANDBOOK OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS, 
“several  succeeding s tages (of  plumage between juvenal  and adul t )  are  
very poorly known as  to  sequence”.  

White-winged Scoter  -  (1)  On March 2 a  lone female was diving in  a  
hole  in  the ice  a long the Cleveland lakefront  with Scaup and 
Goldeneye.  The habi t  of  rear ing-up and s t re tching the wings revealed 
the white  wing patches.  Eight  White-winged Scoters  were in  a  concen­
trat ion of  ducks in  the lakefront  area on March 15,  two being males  and 
the others  females  or  immatures  (Klamm).  (2)  A s ingle  bird was 
observed at  Lorain harbor  on f ive dates  in  Apri l  when i t  se ldom occurs  
(Lebold and Ward) .  

Common Scoter  -  One female Common Scoter  was s tudied --  c lose 
up --  a t  the Municipal  Pier  a t  Lorain harbor  for  about  thir ty  minutes  on 
Apri l  19.  I t  was alone and occasional ly  diving (Lebold) .  Observat ions 
were made on the 19th and 22nd,  a t  c lose range,  of  presumably the 
same bird (Johnson and Ward) .  These are  the f i rs t  Apri l  records s ince 
1940.  

Rough-legged Hawk -  A la te  migrant  moved with a  moderate  south 
wind along the Lake Erie  shore at  Perkins  Beach on the morning of  
Apri l  19 (Surman,  Jr. ) .  

Pigeon Hawk -  On the ear ly  morning bird walk at  Big Creek Park in  
Geauga County on May 11,  a  c lear,  sunny day,  one was observed soar­
ing high above the t ree  tops (Ramisch) .  This  is  the la tes t  date  of  occur­
rence s ince 1960.  

Black-bel l ied Plover  -  (1)  Casual  water  on farm land west  of  Elyr ia  
produced an unusual ly  large number,  16,  on May 11 (Ward) ,  four  s t i l l  
present  on the 14th (Lebold) .  (2)  One was reported from Lakewood 
Park on the 18th (Klamm).  (3)  On the 30th,  an uncommonly la te  date ,  
one was present  a t  Headlands State  Park (Hammond).  

Dowitcher  - The wet land habi ta t  on Albrecht  Road west  of  Elyr ia  pro­
duced 13 Dowitchers  on May 18 and three on the 21st  (Lebold) .  One 
was seen at  Headlands State  Park on May 30 (Hammond).  

Sanderl ing - Two spring reports ,  which are  rare:  (1)  one Sand­
er l ing in  the company of  f ive Ruddy Turnstones at  Mentor  Park on 
May 18 (Hammond);  (2)  two were feeding with a  number of  small  
unident i f ied shorebirds  a t  Headlands Beach on May 26 (Pal l is ter) .  

Great  Black-backed Gull  - This Gull again lingered into the spring 
season, as in 1968. (1) Six were observed, late in the day on March 5, at a 
borrow-pit along Route 2 between Willoughby and Painesville (Barbour). (2) 
Two were at Lorain harbor on March 4 and one immature on April 3 (Ward). 
(3) An adult, followed by an immature and flying in a westerly direction, 
passed at close range at Lakewood Park on March 29 (Klamm).  
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Laughing Gull  -  On May 10 one was s tudied for  more than half  an hour  
as  i t  perched on a  small  boat  mooring rack at  Harmon’s  Beach,  Lorain.  
I ts  presence was seemingly resented by the Bonaparte’s  Gulls  (Ward) .  
One was observed at  1:00 p.m.  on May 25 on the beach at  Headlands 
State  Park in  the company of  13 Ring-bi l led Gulls .  The birds  were 
f lushed from the sand four  or  f ive t imes and each t ime,  except  the las t ,  
they moved only a  l i t t le  dis tance down the beach.  “When I  real ized that  
one was not  a  Bonaparte’s  as  f i rs t  assumed,  I  s ta lked the birds  and was 
able  to  approach to  within thir ty  years  (paced off  af terward) .  This  t ime 
i t  swung out  over  the lake and snatched up a  small  f ish and a  Ring-
bi l led Gull  immediately gave chase,  forcing the Laughing Gull  to  give 
up i ts  catch.  As i t  sought  to  evade the larger  gul l  I  was able  to  observe 
the color  pat tern” (Hammond).  This  is  the f i rs t  spr ing that  more than 
one report  has  been made.  

Frankl in’s  Gull  -  An adul t  “ in  ful l  plumage” was at  the Municipal  Pier  
in  Lorain on Apri l  14 at  7:05 a .m.  One was observed for  f ive minutes  
a t  the same locat ion on the 17th (Ward) .  

Li t t le  Gull  -  An adul t  was act ively f lying in  the company of  
other  gul ls  around the Municipal  Pier  a t  Lorain on Apri l  19.  I t  was 
observed for  more than half  an hour  and came near  enough for  c lose-up 
views (Lebold,  Ward,  e t  a l ) .  

Winter  Wren - Winter  Wrens are  present  in  Stebbin’s  Gulch and their  
s inging was noted in  several  locat ions to  the end of  this  per iod (Bole,  
Jr. ,  Denny) .  See the Field Notes  sect ion for  a  detai led report .  

Bewick’s Wren -  One was seen on a  May 17 f ie ld  t r ip  a t  Hanging Rock 
Farm in Kir t land Hil ls  (Dave Nichols  f ide Bole,  Jr. ) .  

Mockingbird -  (1)  The Mockingbird that  f requented Chestnut  Hil l  
Cemetery,  Cuyahoga Fal ls ,  f rom November 24 to  the end of  the winter  
season l ingered on unt i l  March 9 (Hjelmquist) .  (2)  Two Mockingbirds  
fed s i lent ly  on the ground in  Highland Cemetery on the af ternoon of  
Apri l  27.  They la ter  f lew into a  large t ree  and were not  seen again 
(Knight) .  (3)  One f lew about  s i lent ly  on the ground and in  the t rees  
near  a  res idence in  Bay Vil lage from 5:00 p.m.  unt i l  dark on Apri l  29 
(Cook).  (4)  One was seen in  Erie  Street  Cemetery in  downtown 
Cleveland during the noont ime survey on May 16 (Leach) .  (5)  A 
Mockingbird appeared at  a  res idence in  Wil loughby Hil ls  on March 7 
and s inging was noted on the 20th,  one day before  the arr ival  of  a  sec
ond bird.  A close observat ion was kept  of  the pair  and their  nest ing was 
subsequent ly  confirmed (Reut ter,  Si l l iman,  Carrothers ,  e t  a l ) .  A 
detai led account  of  this  rare  nest ing occurrence wil l  appear  in  the sum
mer issue.  

White-eyed Vireo -  (1)  In  Waite  Hil l  on Apri l  28 a  White-eyed 
Vireo cal led and ta lked for  ten minutes  then sat  motionless  
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and s i lent  direct ly  over  my head as  I  entered notes  in  my book --s t i l l  
present  when I  cont inued on (Flanigan) .  (2)  One,  ut ter ly  s i lent ,  and not  
in  the company of  any other  migrants ,  was watched for  about  f ive min
utes  a t  mid-morning of  May 4 as  i t  fed at  Perkins  Beach (Newman).  (3)  
The loud song of  a  White-eyed Vireo led to  i ts  discovery in  a  yard in  
Wil loughby Hil ls  on May 5 (Skaggs) .  (4)  One sang intermit tent ly  as  i t  
fed in  a  thicket  near  Sunset  Pond in  North Chagrin Reservat ion on May 
12 (Scheibe) ,  and presumably the same bird was observed about  7:30 
p.m.  of  the same day (Kitson) .  (5)  A s i lent  White-eyed Vireo was seen at  
Lower Shaker  Lake on May 15 (Knight) .  (6)  One was observed at  Beaver  
Creek near  Lorain on May 20 (Ward) .  

Prothonotary Warbler  -  On Apri l  10 one was observed at  Sunset  Pond in  
North Chagrin Reservat ion (Finck);  apparent ly  remaining in  the area and 
was seen on Apri l  12 and 13 (Kitson,  Scheibe,  and Maurice Walters  f ide 
Carrothers) .  These dates  represent  new ear l ies t  spr ing dates  of  occur
rence.  

Worm-eat ing Warbler  -  One was seen on May 14 near  Camp Cheerful  a t  
Strongsvi l le  (Stasko) .  

Golden-winged Warbler  -  (1)  One at  North Chagrin Reservat ion on 
May 4 (Kitson) .  (2)  One at  Deep Lock Quarry,  Summit  County on 
May 5 (Szabo) .  (3)  Two dates  of  occurrence at  Beaver  Creek in  Lorain 
County,  May 7 and 10 (Ward) .  

Brewster ’s Warbler  -  A populat ion explosion or  some unknown circum
stance resul ted in  reports  of  unprecedented numbers  of  this  hybrid war
bler,  (1)  On May 5 at  Deep Lock Quarry,  Summit  County,  three of  these 
rare  warblers  fed with a  Golden-winged Warbler  (Szabo) .  (2)  One was 
observed in  a  massive movement  of  warblers  a t  Firestone Park in  Akron 
on May 7 (Ulr ich) .  (3)  A Brewster ’s  with white  wingbars  (an occasional  
plumage var ia t ion)  was seen in  Concord Township on May 9,  11,  and 12,  
and presumed to  be the same individual  (Newhous,  e t  a l ) .  (4)  One was 
observed in  Bratenahl  on May 15 (Raynes et  a l ) .  (5)  A Brewster ’s  
Warbler  was watched for  15 minutes  a t  M-.43-a.m.  on May 10 at  Deep 
Lock Quarry,  Summit  County.  The cal l  was f i rs t  not iced as  i t  had the 
f i rs t  note  of  the Blue-winged Warbler  but  the second note  was higher  in  
pi tch than the Blue-winged’s  second note .  I t  a l ternated this  with a  three-
note  song,  the third note  being l ike the Blue-winged’s  usual  second note .  
No yel low showed on the underparts  of  the bird but  the other  markings 
were typical  (Michael is) .  

Parula  Warbler  - This  species  appeared in  greater  numbers  than ever  
before  in  our  his tory.  (1)  One on May 4 at  Beaver  Creek,  Lorain County 
(Ward). (2) On May 8, a day of massive movement in Firestone Park in Akron, 
six Parula Warblers sang in one tree (Ulrich). (3) One in Rocky River 
Reservation on May 18 (Siebert), and one observed on May 25 (Klamm).  
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Prair ie  Warbler  -  A s i lent  and drably colored Prair ie  Warbler  was 
observed at  Highland Cemetery on May 9,  and one at  Lower Shaker  Lake 
on May 15 which sang repeatedly for  more than an hour  (Knight) .  

Western Meadowlark -  In .  the same area at  Warrensvi l le  Farms as  in  pre
vious years  one was heard s inging on May 26 and 30 (Knight) .  

Orchard Oriole  -  ( l )A f i rs t -year  male  vis i ted the feeding s ta t ion at  a  
res idence i t  Chagrin Fal ls  on Apri l  30,  a  very ear ly  date ,  and again on 
May 1 (Clark) .  (2)  One sang in  the vicini ty  of  a  res idence in  Wil loughby 
Hil ls  f rom May 10 to  15 (Skaggs) .  (3)  A f i rs t -year  male  was observed in  
several  locat ions at  Holden Arboretum on var ious dates  f rom May 17 
to  25 (Bole,  Jr. ,  Ki tson,  Webster) .  (4)  An immature male  that  sang 
frequent ly  was observed for  about  for ty  minutes  in  the Shaker  Lakes 
area on May 19 (Knight) .  

Summer Tanager  -  A male was observed for  three or  four  minutes  as  i t  
remained on the ground within 20 feet  a t  Holden Arboretum on May 7 
(Walsh) .  

Sharp-tai led Sparrow -  On May 17,  a t  Lakewood Park in  the short  f ie ld  
grass  area covering land-f i l l  a long the lake,  three Sharp-tai led Sparrows 
and a  Grasshopper  Sparrow were pi tching,  s i t t ing up br ief ly,  and running 
in  the barren ruts  between grassy patches.  The Sharp-tai ls  were in  excel
lent  plumage with deep ochre head color ing,  typical  face patch,  and 
weak s t r iping on the breast  area.  The crowns were dark and white  s t reaks 
at  the shoulder  and back were fair ly  prominent .  The birds  were s tudied 
for  several  hours  unt i l  ra in  interrupted observat ions.  Of the var ious sub
species ,  “Nelson’s or  “Inland race” was indicated as  they differed from 
the Common Sharp-tai ls  that  we have observed and photographed along 
the Atlant ic  Coast .  Regret tably,  only the Grasshopper  Sparrow stayed 
s t i l l  enough to  be photographed (Klamm).  

Oregon Junco -  Observat ions were made of  the pink-sided race of  the 
Oregon Junco at  a  res idence bordering North Chagrin Reservat ion on 
Apri l  2 ,  12,  and 20 (Scheibe) .  

White-crowned Sparrow -  An individual  of  the Gambel’s race was banded 
in  Wil loughby Hil ls  on May 14 (Skaggs) .  

Lincoln’s  Sparrow -  Individuals  of  this  species  l ingered in  the region:  
(1)  two were observed at  Perkins  Beach on May 24 (Klamm);  (2)  one at  
Mentor  Park on May 26 (Hammond).  

Addenda:  

Glossy Ibis  - Two adul ts  of  this  species  occupied a  marshy area 
adjoining route  608 near  Middlef ie ld  in  Geauga County,  a  nearby 
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local i ty,  f rom May 7 to  9 ,  They were obl ivious to  the parade of  viewers  
and fed in  c lose companionship,  of ten qui te  near  the highway (Kaarlo 
Pol lar i  f ide Flanigan,  Ramisch,  e t  a l ) .  So far  as  can be determined this  is  
the f i rs t  record of  this  uncommon Ibis  for  this  area.  

Mute Swan -  “On March 22 a  lone,  immature male  was rest ing on the 
water  behind the breakwall  a t  Edgewater  Park.  The bird eventual ly  
moved into sone open water  in  the Edgewater  boat  basin where i t  was 
observed at  c lose range” (Klamm).  

FIELD NOTES 

Nest ing Canada Geese.  On March 31 a  pair  of  Canada Geese were nest  
bui lding at  Sunset  Pond in  North Chagrin Reservat ion.  Two eggs were 
observed in  the nest  on Apri l  4  but  I  was never  able  to  observe the eggs 
thereaf ter  as  the female was always on the nest .  Seven gosl ings hatched 
the morning of  May 2 and al l  were growing and wel l  developed when 
las t  observed on May 27.  For  the f i rs t  t ime the nest ing adul ts  tolerated 
other  geese,  as  many as  15 being present .  -  GLENN KITSON 

Common Gall inules  Found in  Improbable  Locat ions.  On May 5 a  
Common Gall inule  was brought  to  the Natural  Science Museum, having 
been found the night  before  in  the boi ler  room of  the Erieview Building 
in  downtown Cleveland.  The boi ler  room is  on the 39th f loor  and is  win
dowless .  Apparent ly  the Gal l inule  entered the air  intake duct  on the roof  
and was discharged into the boi ler  room, having to  pass  through at  least  
two large fans to  do so.  The bird did not  appear  to  be injured but  i t  
refused to eat and was found dead the following morning. - GLENN KITSON 

One morning in  ear ly  May a  Common Gall inule  was found dead 
close beside the wal l  of  a  bui lding at  W. 88th and Lorain.  This  area had 
been almost completely cleared of buildings to make way for the new interstate 
road and perhaps this building left standing and surrounded by open ground 
proved a deadly hazard for the migrating Gallinule, - DONALD A SIEBERT 

Great  Horned Owl Feeding.  On Sunday af ternoon,  March 2,  while  
biking in  a  heavi ly-wooded,  swampy area just  east  of  the 
Cuyahoga-Geauga County l ine our  Labrador  surpr ised a  Great  
Horned Owl.  The Owl was s i t t ing on the ground at  the edge of  
the swamp which was frozen over  a t  this  t ime.  The bird did not  
f ly  but  “f luffed out  i ts  feathers  so that  i t  looked twice i ts  
s ize .  I t  h issed at  the dog,  which retreated,  and then i t  ran 
along the ground back into the swamp looking for  a l l  the  world 
l ike a  turkey”.  Two pi les  of  chicken feathers  were observed and 
a  pi le  of  rabbi t  fur  was nearby.  Two days la ter  when the same 
place was vis i ted more chicken feathers  were seen,  but  the Owl 
was not  again observed.  -  DAVID AND MARTHA JOHNSON 

fide DELOS E,  JOHNSON 
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Chimney Swif ts  a t  Kent  State  Universi ty .  The return of  the Swif ts  to  the 
campus (34 returns)  is  somewhat  ahead of  las t  year  (28 returns)  which 
was the lowest  in  25 years .  Nest ing is  s low,  however,  due to  the cool ,  
ra iny,  weather  and the number of  nests  thus far  is  s ix ,  with not  many 
more expected.  Usual ly  many more nest  on the campus,  the average num­
ber  being 18.  -  RALPH W .  DEXTER Department  of  Biological  Sciences,  
Kent  State  Universi ty,  Kent ,  Ohio.  

Red-headed Woodpeckers  and Other  Lakel ine Migrants .  In  addi t ion to  the 
Blue Jays which were moving east  a long the Lake Erie  shorel ine on the 
morning of  May 3 and 4,  other  migrants  were moving on that  same 
course.  From t ime to  t ime at  Perkins  Beach one to  a  half  dozen Red-
winged Blackbirds ,  a  few Common Grackles ,  a  scat ter ing of  American 
Goldfinch,  and an occasional  Barn Swallow passed overhead.  On the 3rd 
I  recorded s ingly two Redheaded Woodpeckers ,  but  the next  morning I  
ta l l ied from one to  three at  a  t ime,  15 in  a l l .  Not  infrequent ly  a  
Woodpecker  would f ly  by s imultaneously with a  f lock of  Jays,  though 
the Woodpecker  did not  seem to be a  member of  the group s ince i t  
would be a  few yards above or  below them, and with i ts  powerful ,  
deep-stroking wingbeat  would outdis tance the more shal low-stroking 
Jays.  -  DONALD L.  NEWMAN 

Jays Move East .  Again this  year  the customary eastward migrat ion of  
Blue Jays occurred along the Lake Erie  Shorel ine.  From 8:25 to  11:00 
a .m.  on May 3,  and from 8:15 to  11:00 a .m.  on May 4,  I  kept  a  careful  
count  of  the Jays moving past  Perkins  Beach.  On both days the weather  
was mild and par t ly  sunny,  with a  l ight  to  fa i r ly  br isk south or  southwest  
wind on the 3rd and a  calm on the 4th.  Numbers  of  birds  ranged from 
occasional  s ingles  to  a  f lock of  41 on the 4th.  This  par t icular  f lock was 
unusual  because i t  paused br ief ly  in  the tops of  a  l ine of  ta l l  oaks which 
grow several  hundred feet  f rom the edge of  the bluff  overlooking the 
lake.  The f l ight  of  a l l  the  other  Jays was uninterrupted,  save for  an iso­
la ted few which also s topped momentar i ly  in  the t reetops.  

Between 8:30 and 9:00 a .m.  on both days,  several  bands of  Jays 
moved east  over  the water  several  hundred feet  f rom the lakel ine and at  a  
considerable  height ,  perhaps 600-700 feet .  Thereaf ter  near ly  al l  move­
ment  was overland,  e i ther  a t  the lakel ine or  f rom 50 to  200 feet  back of  
the l ine.  Alt i tude var ied from just  a  few feet  above the t reetops to  possi­
bly 1,000 feet .  On the 3rd when there  was a  l ight  to  fa i r ly  br isk wind,  
the birds  were general ly  a t  a  much greater  height  than on the 4th when 
there  was no wind.  The count  of  Jays at  Perkins  Beach totaled 371 on the 
3rd and 424 on the 4th.  

At  mid-morning on the 4th I  fol lowed a  band of  16 Jays through 
my binoculars  unt i l  they were lost  to  s ight .  As they passed over  the 
bluff  a t  Perkins  Beach,  they were arranged in  a  
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broad front  spaced about  one yard apart .  They cont inued in  this  fashion 
unt i l  they reached an indeterminate  locat ion to  the east  — presumably 
the vicini ty  of  the old mouth of  the Cuyahoga River  — when they broke 
formation,  shif ted about  in  a  ra ther  disordered manner  without  making 
any forward progress ,  then reassembled in  their  or iginal  formation and 
cont inued their  f l ight  but  on a  more northeaster ly  course.  Since the old 
r iver  mouth is  about  the point  where the lakel ine changes direct ion,  
the birds  seemingly had to  a l ter  their  heading to  be able  to  cont inue 
along the lake rather  than head inland,  which is  where their  east-south­
east  l ine of  f l ight  would have taken them. 

Migrat ion of  Jays apparent ly  cont inued to  the very end of  May.  
On the 27th at  12:15p.m. ,  three birds  appeared over  the Mall  in  down­
town Cleveland and moved east  just  north of  Lakeside Avenue,  while  a t  
the same t ime I  gl impsed some 30 eastbound Jays before  they disap­
peared in  the haze in  the dis tance.  And on the morning of  the 30th,  a  
t r io  of  Jays was t ravel ing east  over  Wildwood Park on the lakeshore.  

The easter ly  movement  of  Jays has  not  of ten been observed away 
from the Lake Erie  shorel ine.  Par t icular ly  noteworthy,  then,  is  a  band of  
some 17 which suddenly mater ia l ized at  about  noon on May 24 at  Upper  
Shaker  Lake,  where they s topped momentar i ly  in  the t reetops and then 
proceeded east-northeast ,  three addi t ional  birds  fol lowing them within 
less  than a  minute .  ( I  recorded a  s imilar  movement  of  about  30 birds  a t  
the Upper  Lake on the af ternoon of  May 3,  1958.)  

All  previous accounts  of  the spr ingt ime migrat ion of  Jays along 
the lakel ine and inland,  too,  have descr ibed birds  moving from west  to  
east .  This  year,  however,  I  s ighted two passages in  the opposi te  direc­
t ion.  On May 4,  a  group of  f ive passed high over  Perkins  Beach headed 
almost  due west ;  and at  8:40 a .m.  on May 30,  a  band of  ten moved west  
over  White  Ci ty  a t  a  height  of  500-600 feet .  -  DONALD L.  NEWMAN 

Winter  Wrens in  Stebbin’s  Gulch.  The s inging of  Winter  Wrens in  
Stebbin’s  Gulch was f i rs t  noted on May 24 and 25 in  two widely sepa­
rated areas .  On May 30 I  observed two Winter  Wrens f lying in  and out  
of  a  c luster  of  t ree  roots  and debris  overhanging a  ledge of  Cleveland 
Shale  in  the Gulch.  On the average of  every eight  to  ten minutes  one of  
the Wrens would f ly  to  the bank with a  small  “something” in  i ts  bi l l ,  
d isappear  into the bank for  about  20 seconds and then f ly  off .  When I  
approached the overhang to  look for  a  nest  both birds  scolded me.  I  was 
unable  to  locate  a  nest  so I  resumed my posi t ion about  30 feet  across  
the Gulch.  Again the birds  took up the sequence.  I  again approached the 
bank to  search and the birds  began to  scold as  before .  I  was not  suc­
cessful  in  my search and f inal ly  gave up af ter  about  one hour  of  obser­
vat ion when i t  became necessary for  me to  leave al though no determina­
t ion had been made as  to  what  was taking place.  -  GUY L.  DENNY 
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Bird Oasis  Re-vis i ted.  As reported in  the Spring 1968 issue,  Erie  Street  
Cemetery in  downtown Cleveland which provides  a  s topping place for  
migratory birds  was vis i ted during mid-day for  half-hour  per iods 
between May 3 and 23.  Beginning on March 14 this  year,  47 mid-day 
vis i ts  were made,  a lso of  half  an hour  durat ion.  

Unusual  s ight ings were made and they differed from the observa
t ions of  1968.  A Sora Rai l ,  normally a  f requenter  of  marshes with dense 
vegetat ion,  was perched in  one of  the bushy shrubs on May 8.  An 
American Woodcock,  a  nocturnal  bird of  the moist  woodlands,  swamps,  
and thickets  was observed on open,  grassy ground on March 24 and May 
8.  Sixteen species  of  warblers  were observed this  year,  in  contrast  to  
the f ive species  observed las t  year.  Many species  were seen in  remark
ably large numbers ,  a  sampling fol lows:  25 Fl ickers  on Apri l  21;  15 
Catbirds  on May 8;  6  Brown Thrashers  on Apri l  29;  15 Robins on March 
24;  6  Hermit  Thrushes on Apri l  17 and 21;  75 Slate-colored Juncos on 
Apri l  9  and 50 on three other  dates  in  Apri l ;  20 Tree Sparrows on March 
19;  25 Field Sparrows on Apri l  16;  50 White-crowned Sparrows on May 
7 and four  on May 28 which was the las t  date  of  their  s ight ing in  our  
region;  40 Song Sparrows on March 19.  A Mockingbird seen on May 16.  
was perhaps the most  except ional  observat ion.  -  SIBYL LEACH 

May Count  1969.  This  year,  on May 17-18,  the fourth “May Count” by 
the Kir t land Bird Club was made.  The rain was near ly  constant ,  varying 
from l ight  dr izzle  to  heavy showers ,  and l ight ing condi t ions were unfa
vorable .  Nevertheless ,  a  ta l ly  of  142 species  was made.  

Wood Warblers  are  the key in  a  spr ing count  and 29 species  were 
ident i f ied,  including the s tandards usual  for  the per iod,  and enhanced by 
the Orange-crowned and the Mourning Warbler.  Notable  observat ions 
were made,  including the Osprey,  Black-bel l ied Plover,  Long-bi l led 
Marsh Wren,  Mockingbird,  and Water  Pipi t .  A rare  s ight ing was made of  
the White-eyed Vireo and among the eleven species  of  sparrows ta l l ied 
there  appeared an observat ion of  extreme rar i ty--  the Sharp-tai led --  of  
which three were seen.  A spr ing observat ion of  this  species  has  not  been 
made s ince 1959.  

Waterfowl was not  plent i ful  and no s t ragglers  appeared to  remain 
from an ear l ier  movement  except  one Scaup,  but  an otherwise drab l is t  
was bols tered by the record of  a  Common Loon.  

-  ROBERT SCHEIBE 

THE REDBIRD MOVES NORTHWARD 

“The Cardinal  Grosbeak is  very abundant  in  a l l  the  southern 
s ta tes  as  wel l  as  the peninsula  of  the Flor idas .  In  the western country 
a  great  number are  found as  far  up on the Ohio as  the ci ty  of  
Cincinnat i .  They extend to  considerable  dis tances  into 
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Indiana,  I l l inois  and Missouri .  They are  found in  the mari t ime dis t r ic ts  of  
Pennsylvania  and New Jersey where they breed and a  few remain the whole 
year.  Some are  seen in  the State  of  New York and now and then a  s t raggler  
proceeds into Massachuset ts ,  but  fur ther  eastward this  species  has  never  
been observed.”  Wri t ten in  the 1830’s ,  this  was Audubon’s  descr ipt ion of  
the range of  the Cardinal .  

Original ly  a  bird of  the Carol inian fauna and non-migratory by 
nature ,  this  colorful  songster  has  been s teadi ly  increasing i ts  range,  f i rs t  to  
the north and now to the northeast .  The bird that  we take for  granted in  
Ohio is  rarely seen in  New Hampshire ,  par ts  of  Massachuset ts ,  Maine and 
the Canadian Mari t ime Provinces .  Eighty years  ago i t  was s t i l l  qui te  unusu
al  to  f ind i t  in  par ts  of  Ohio.  In  BIRDS OF OHIO, by Lynds Jones of  
Oberl in  Col lege in  1903,  he s ta tes ,  “Ten years  ago the Cardinal  was scarce 
in  Lorain County and even now i t  is  far  less  numerous at  the lake shore 
than twenty miles  south.  Lately i t  has  appeared at  London,  Ontar io .  Clear ly  
i t  i s  extending i ts  range from year  to  year.  With more protect ion i t  wi l l  
soon become one of  our  most  famil iar  birds”.  This  las t  point  of  Mr.  Jones’  
is  important  when t rying to  answer the quest ion,  “Why has the Cardinal’s  
range been expanding?” During the nineteenth century i t  was hunted heavi
ly  as  a  food source and for  cage birds .  Under  protect ion i t  has  s teadi ly  
increased in  numbers .  I t  was noted that  “As a  cage bird i t  does  excel lent  in  
capt ivi ty,  but  i t  should never  be placed in  a  cage with other  birds  as  i t  
appears  impossible  for  him to keep peace with them”.  

The Cardinal  cont inued northward into Michigan and Wisconsin.  In  
BIRDS OF MICHIGAN by A.  J .  Cook,  Apri l  1893,  he s ta ted,  “The Cardinal  
is  very rare .  Never  seen at  Ann Arbor  and one nest ing record near  Detroi t” .  
In  Brief  Notes  f rom Michigan from THE AUK, 1900,  J .  Claire  Wood s tated 
“During ten years  of  careful  f ie ld  work I  have seen the Cardinal  Grosbeak 
but  twice and secured both specimens,  a  female November 1897 and a  male  
December 3,  1899”.  At  Lake Geneva,  Wisconsin on Thanksgiving Day 1917,  
Mr.  F.  K.  Hutchinson wrote ,  “Great  was the exci tement  a t  Wychwood to  see 
a  male  Cardinal  feeding with Juncos where hemp seed had been thrown on 
the br ick paths  of  the formal  garden close to  the house”.  

In  the northeast  the Cardinal ,  a l though seen rarely,  was s low in 
spreading i ts  range.  According to  Dr.  T.  Brewer around 1900,  “I t  is  but  a  
chance vis i tor  in  Massachuset ts  during the summer.  I  know of  only one 
pair  that  nested.  This  was in  the Botanical  Gardens at  Cambridge s ix  
years  ago and departed in  the fal l  with their  young”.  Edward H.  Forbush 
wri t ing in  1929 in  BIRDS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND OTHER NEW 
ENGLAND STATES, “Not  common in the northernmost  s ta tes  and though 
they reside throughout  the year  in  southern New York and southern Ontar io ,  
they do not  seem to be able  to  maintain themselves  long in  New England,  
s taying with us  for  only a  br ief  per iod”.  As la te  as  1949,  Palmer in  
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MAINE BIRDS, “The Cardinal  is  a  very rare  vis i tant ,  most  records referr ing to  
escaped capt ives .  Earl ies t  record was in  1852.  After  a  prolonged northeaster ly  
s torm that  did great  damage from Maine to  Virginia ,  this  species  a long with 
other  southern birds  appeared in  Port land in  Apri l .  In  the winter  of  1945-46 a  
female came to  a  feeding s ta t ion in  Androscoggin County and lef t  in  la te  Apri l” .  

Geographical  features  such as  mountains ,  r ivers ,  or  large metropol i tan 
areas  have had an effect  on the spread of  this  songbird.  The Hudson River  was a  
pathway as  wel l  as  a  barr ier.  The Cardinal  did not  cross  but  moved north up the 
r iver  val ley.  In  BIRDS OF NEW YORK, 1914,  “In this  s ta te  i t  i s  commonest  in  
the extreme southeastern count ies  west  of  the Hudson River,  but  not  in  
Westchester  County on the other  s ide of  the Hudson”.  The Cardinal  was a  res i ­
dent  in  the New York area,  but  by 1900 i t  had become qui te  rare ,  probably as  a  
resul t  of  hunt ing pressures  coupled with a  long sustained cold per iod in  the la te  
1800’s .  But  increased temperatures  and relaxat ion of  hunt ing led to  a  populat ion 
explosion and eventual ly  brought  about  the crossing of  the Hudson River.  The 
Cardinal  eventual ly  overcame mountain barr iers .  In  1949 AUDUBON FIELD 
NOTES for  Hudson-St .  Lawrence area,  “The Cardinal  is  holding i ts  former range 
extension and is  pushing north into new terr i tory.  I t  was reported in  Essex 
County in  July.  This  is  the f i rs t  def ini te  record of  the Cardinal  f rom the 
Adirondack region”.  

The s tudy of  a  non-migratory species  is  best  made in  winter.  Then the 
biggest  advancements  in  range are  made because they become released from 
close t ies  to  their  small  breeding terr i tor ies .  A check of  Chris tmas Counts  for  
southern New England shows no birds  recorded unt i l  1944 when seven were ta l ­
l ied and then a  gradual  increase with 51 observed in  1959 and 90 in  1960.  In  the 
winter  of  1963-64 a  census taken of  four  western count ies  of  Massachuset ts  
showed 609 compared with 507 in  the previous winter.  The 1963 Chris tmas 
Count  disclosed 12 Cardinals  a t  Martha’s  Vineyard and two at  Block Is land,  R.  
I .  October  and November of  1965 saw Cardinals  pushing into New Hampshire  
and Maine.  On October  11 a  total  of  12 Cardinals  was reported from nine local i ­
t ies  in  New Hampshire .  In  Maine,  October  brought  seven reports  of  s ingle  birds .  
November produced 12 Maine records as  far  north as  Brewer.  Winter  1965-66 
showed seven Cardinals  were seen on three Chris tmas Counts  in  southwestern 
Maine and a  female was seen far ther  north at  Bangor.  Two male Cardinals  
reached the Mari t ime Provinces:  one at  Pokiok,  York County,  New Brunswick on 
February 14 and one at  Digby,  Nova Scot ia  on March 15-16.  Cardinals  seen 
southeast  of  Montreal  a t  Cowansvi l le  and Lennoxvil le  were a  giant  s tep in  their  
increase in  that  area.  

So the Redbird cont inues to  overcome barr iers  in  the northward move­
ment .  Even extreme cold does not  seem to deter  his  progress ,  and the range con­
t inues to  extend.  -  DONALD A. SIEBERT 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK 

Canada Geese Host i le  to  Common Egret .  A Common Egret  appeared at  ease in  
the company of  the Great  Blue Heron and they of ten fed together,  contrast ing 
with an episode at  mid-day of  Apri l  24 when the Egret  was observed as  i t  came 
down on the edge of  the Smith Road pond among hundreds of  Canada Geese.  A 
group of  about  25 Geese moved in  a t  once and approached the Egret  causing i t  
to  f ly  up.  The Egret  came down again short ly  and as  i t  s tepped into the water  
the Geese advanced and closed in ,  surrounding i t .  Slowly,  s i lent ly,  a lmost  
impercept ibly,  they inched forward unt i l  a  t ight  c i rc le  of  two to  three feet  was 
formed around the Egret ,  and remained so unt i l  the  Egret  re t reated to  the grassy 
shore.  A few minutes  passed,  the Geese dr i f ted a  dis tance and their  group loos
ened but  when the Egret  again s tepped into the water  they returned at  once.  
Again the Egret  re t reated to  the shore and began to  preen and groom. The Geese 
dr i f ted away with the except ion of  f ive individuals  that  remained close,  moving 
about  but  watchful .  No interest  was shown by the main group of  Geese.  There 
was no noise ,  threatening act ion,  or  s ign of  aggressiveness  a t  any t ime,  only the 
inexorable  pressing forward of  the group of  25 as  a  whole.  When observed 20 
minutes  la ter  the Egret  was moving about  fol lowing the grassy edge of  the pond,  
not  yet  enter ing the water.  Later  the Egret  was seen to  feed compatibly with the 
Geese by Margaret  Sherwin.  

Apparent  evidence of  a t  least  one night’s  roost  was seen in  a  pine woods 
adjoining one of  the ponds where the Egret  fed.  A three foot  area along my path 
was whitened with chalky droppings on the morning of  the 25th that  had not  
been evident  on the 24th.  

Broken-wing Strategy of  Wood Duck.  A female Wood Duck appeared on my path 
in  the deep woods the morning of  May 13,  f loundering helplessly f rom side to  
s ide,  f lopping both wings and ut ter ing low cal ls  as  she moved towards a  small  
body of  water.  Seeing I  was not  fol lowing she returned to  the path before  me 
and repeated her  performance.  I  remained quiet .  She then gave a  low cal l  that  
was evident ly  a  s ignal ,  as  the young at  once moved out  f rom a spot  less  than 15 
feet  f rom where I  s tood but  unobserved by me unt i l  that  moment .  She led them 
off  and I  was able  to  count  a t  least  12 as  they scurr ied through the grasses .  

Yel low Warbler  Bat t les  Her  Image.  At  8:05 a .m.  on May 5 a  pair  of  Yel low 
Warblers  were f lying into and around a  hawthorn t ree  beside the barn but  
i t  was not  unt i l  I  entered the barn at  9:00 preparatory to  dr iving out  that  
I  became aware of  what  was taking place.  The female Warbler  was f lying 
at  the two south windows,  pecking at  the glass ,  c l inging to  the wood 
munton bars  and chipping loudly,  twice f lying to  the much larger  window 
on the west  s ide of  the barn.  At  9:30 she entered the barn,  f lew al l  around 
the inside even cl inging to  the topmost  raf ters .  After  10 minutes  she returned 
to  the outs ide and the pair  remained together  momentar i ly  before  she resumed 
her  bat t le .  The male bird sang al l  this  while ,  never  being more than 25 feet  
away but  moving about  a lways.  The female never  appeared to  be frant ic  - -  just  
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extremely determined and I  s tood inches from the windows inside the barn 
without  causing a  pause in  her  act ions.  At  10:00 a .m.I  lef t -on 
an errand,  re turning in  20 minutes  and departed short ly  for  my morning 
walk,  re turning at  12:30 to  f ind no change had taken place.  At  this  point  I  
covered the windows on the south s ide of  the barn with newspaper,  the 
large west  window with a  f i lm.  She was general ly  a t  my shoulder  (or  two 
feet  away)  as  I  worked from a s tepladder.  At  the west  window she pecked 
and clung to  one end as  I  was busy at  the other.  The male bird came close 
at  this  t ime and af ter  10 minutes  of  f lying about  the windows they depart
ed for  a  shrubbed area closeby.  The female soon returned to  the hawthorn 
t ree  and for  the f i rs t  t ime I  saw her  feed.  I t  was now 1:30 p.m. ,  her  chip
ping was no longer  heard al though the male cont inued to  s ing.  At  2:00 I  
again heard her  chipping and to  my dismay found her  f lying at  the win
dows at  the front  of  the barn,  back and for th  endlessly.  At  this  t ime I  
put  a  f i lm on al l  the barn windows.  

After  being away al l  the fol lowing day,  May 6,  I  arr ived home at  
4:30 p.m.  to  f ind the female obsessed with the windows in  the house,  
especial ly  one on the porch and the back door,  a lmost  completely glass .  
The male was of ten with her  and they would pause in  the wister ia  vine 
that  grows around the porch peer ing at  the windows.  He sang almost  con
stant ly  and she chipped almost  constant ly.  She at tacked the windows on 
al l  s ides  of  the house though to  a  lesser  degree on the north.  I  did not  see 
any interest  shown in the second-f loor  windows but  she did bat t le  two on 
the s ta i r  landing.  This  cont inued through the evening unt i l  8 :15 p.m. ,  
despi te  effor ts  to  discourage her  by f l icking newspaper  or  a  c loth at  the 
windows which merely caused her  to  leave br ief ly.  

The next  morning,  May 7,  was dul l  and cloudy and I  drew al l  the 
curtains  and shades at  7:00 a .m.  At  7:10 the female was seen circl ing the 
house but  no effor t  was made to  resume the bat t le .  

Bal t imore Oriole  Shows Preference in  Str ing for  Nest .  On May 17 s t r ing 
was provided for  the Oriole  and the female carr ied away al l  that  was pro
vided each day -  about  15 pieces  of  sof t  twine eight  inches in  length.  On 
the 19th I  included hard- twist  cord and a  hemp-type rope in  addi t ion to  
the sof t  twine.  Later  I  observed her  tugging at  sof t  twine which held a  
mesh suet  bag to  a  post  and I  real ized she had taken the sof t  twine from 
the select ion leaving the other  two types of  mater ia l .  She was not  success
ful  in  obtaining the twine from the mesh bag and f lew to the perch holding 
the select ion of  s t r ing,  took a  piece of  hard- twist  cord in  her  bi l l ,  drop
ping i t  onto the ground at  once.  Later  in  the day she worked the hemp-
type rope unt i l  i t  completely separated into f ine hair l ike s t rands which she 
carr ied to  the nest  s i te  four  or  f ive at  a  t ime.  As I  no longer  had sof t  
twine avai lable  I  offered a  sof t  white  yarn which was taken at  once.  This  
yarn-could easi ly  be seen in  the nest  s t ructure .  
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