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March -  A month of  a l ternat ing cold and warm spel ls ,  some foggy 
days,  and below normal  precipi ta t ion that  provided only 
l imited ground snow cover  while  maintaining pers is tent  ice  
cover  on Lake Erie .  

Temperatures  averaged 2.5°  above normal  and precipi ta
t ion accumulated 1.73 inches but  was in  def ic i t  by 1.40 
inches.  Cold spel ls  dominated during the 1st  to  7th,  11th 
to  14th,  and 21st  to  24th with residual  snow on  the  ground 
the f i rs t  week and heavy snow fal l  again on the 22nd and 
23rd.  Warm spel ls  dominated during the al ternate  days,  the 
las t  5  of  which were except ional ly  warm and unseasonable .  
Extremely dense fogs engulfed the lakefront  and adjacent  
areas  for  5  and more miles  inland on the 17th and 18 th .  

Ice  cover  on Lake Erie  was pers is tent  as  extensive 
shore ice  much of  the month.  Ini t ia l ly  ice  extended from 
shore to  horizon,  gradual ly  eroded in  warm spel ls  to  about  
one-half  mile  l imit  with open water  beyond,  and regrowing 
on norther ly  winds with resol idif icat ion of  holes  and f is
sures  that  developed in  the ice .  Shore ice  f inal ly  broke 
and moved out  March 26 and the succeeding days.  

Apri l  -  A month of  ra ther  moderate  weather  condi t ions with tem
peratures  averaging near  normal  and precipi ta t ion averag
ing only 2.25 inches resul t ing in  a  def ic i t  of  1 .16 inches 
for  the month.  Except  for  the las t  f ive days in  which the 
winds were norther ly,  the winds shif ted regular ly  during 
the month in  an al ternat ing norther ly  or  souther ly direc
t ion for  every two or  three day interval .  

Lake Erie  was open and ice  f ree except  for  the f i rs t  
day when residual  ice  f ie lds  were vis ible  wel l  off-shore.  

May -  General ly  cool  and wet  with numerous intervals  of  vio
lent  weather.  Temperatures  averaged 3.4°  below normal  
and precipi ta t ion totaled 4.08  inches giving an excess  of  
0 .56 inches for  the month.  

The northwest  sect ion of  the area was par t icular ly  
hard hi t  on May 15 resul t ing in  severe f looding and vege
tat ion damage from heavy hai l  and rain.  Wind shif ts  
during the month were frequent  and produced only eleven 
days of  souther ly winds favorable  to  migrat ion.  
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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

Whi l e  I  do  no t  be l i eve  t h i s  wou ld  qua l i f y  a s  a  “ s i l en t  
sp r i ng” ,  I  do  be l i eve  i t  wou ld  unques t i onab ly  qua l i f y  a s  a  
“qu i e t  sp r i ng” ,  c aused  p r e sumab ly  by  t he  su s t a ined  co ld  wea th 
e r  and  t he  s ca r c i t y  o f  a  sou the r l y  f l ow  o f  w ind ,  cond i t i ons  
wh ich  p r eva i l ed  a lmos t  t he  en t i r e  f i r s t  two  mon ths  o f  t he  
pe r i od .  The re  we re  no  peaks  o f  m ig ra t i on ,  wh ich  cou ld  be  t he  
r e su l t  o f  i n su ff i c i en t  f l uc tua t i ng  wea the r  t o  f o r ce  t he  mi 
g r an t s  down .  O the r  pos s ib l e  con t r i bu t i ng  f ac to r s  a r e  t he  
ea r l y  f o l i a t i on ,  coup l ed  w i th  t he  l a t e  a r r i va l  o f  t he  mig ran t s ,  
mak ing  a  comb ina t i on  t ha t  t r i e s  t he  sk i l l  o f  t he  obse rve r.  

Swans  and  Geese .  Whi s t l i ng  Swans  we re  f i r s t  r epo r t ed  on  March  
9 ,  f r om Rocky  R ive r,  w i th  a  f l ock  o f  37  (S t a sko ) .  No t  un t i l  
March  22  we re  t hey  r epo r t ed  aga in  i n  any  number s ,  when  a  f l ock  
o f  27  came  down  on  She rwin ’s  Pond  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l ,  and  r ema ined  
t h rough  t he  25 th  (She rwin ) .  The  l a rge s t  coun t  -  60  -  was  made  
a t  LaDue  Rese rvo i r  on  March  25  (Szabo )  and  ou r  l a s t  s i gh t i ng  
was  o f  24  a t  Moun ta in  G len  Fa rm in  K i r t l and  H i l l s  t he  l a s t  
week  i n  March  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

I t  was  no t  un t i l  March  7  t ha t  t he  “honk”  o f  t he  Canada  
Goose  was  hea rd  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l ,  and  t he  17  t ha t  appea red  on  
t ha t  da t e  we re  fo r ced  t o  r e s t  on  t he  sho re  o f  an  i c ebound  pond .  

Ducks .  The  dabb l i ng  ducks  pa s sed  t h rough  sw i f t l y,  ba r e ly  s t op 
p ing ,  pos s ib ly  be ing  l a t e  i n  t he i r  s chedu l e  due  t o  t he  con t i n 
ued  i c e  cove r  on  t he  ponds  and  l ake ,  and  t hey  appea red  i n  l e s s e r  
number s .  

The  Common  Merganse r  was  obse rved  i n  a  l a rge  f l ock  o f  some  
1200+  o ff  C l i f t on  Beach  on  March  2  (K lamm) .  2 , 000  t o  2 , 500  Red -
b rea s t ed  Merganse r s  we re  p r e sen t  on  March  24  a t  t he  Mun ic ipa l  
P i e r  a t  Lo ra in  (Nagy  and  Ward ) ,  and  t he r e  was  a  s t r ong  movemen t ,  
number ing  520 ,  mov ing  no r thea s t  a t  Men to r  on  March  31 ,  bu t  f ew  
o the r  ducks  (Hammond) .  

Hawks .  The  movemen t  o f  hawks  was  i n  f u l l  sw ing  on  March  19  
when ,  f o l l owing  t h r ee  days  o f  f og ,  t he  sky  c l ea r ed  and  be tween  
11 :30  a .m .  and  12 :20  p .m .  more  t han  30  Red - t a i l ed  Hawks  we re  
s i gh t ed  d i r ec t l y  ove r  t he  dense ly  popu l a t ed  a r ea  o f  Lo ra in ,  w i th  
14  be ing  i n  v i ew  a t  one  t ime  ea r l y  i n  t he  f l i gh t  (Ward ) .  The re  
was  hawk  ac t i v i t y  a t  Pe rk in s  Beach  on  t he  s ame  day,  bu t  i n  sma l l  
numbe r s  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

No t  un t i l  Ap r i l  12 ,  13  and  14  was  any  ex t ens ive  movemen t  
no t ed ,  when  f rom the  Rocky  R ive r-Lakewood  a r ea  t he  t a l l y  f o r  t he  
t h r ee  days  was  71  Acc ip i t e r s  (mos t l y  Sha rp - sh inned ) ,  29  Red -
t a i l ed ,  s eve r a l  Mar sh  Hawks  and  32  Tu rkey  Vu l tu r e s  (Co r i s t i ne  
and  S t a sko ) .  A t  Pe rk in s  Beach  on  Apr i l  14 ,  be tween  9 :15  a .m .  
and  12 :15  p .m .  a  good  f l i gh t  was  obse rved  cons i s t i ng  o f  24  
Sha rp - sh inned ,  9  Spa r row  Hawks ,  1  Coope r ’s ,  2  Red - t a i l ed ,  
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6  Mar sh  Hawks ,  1  Osp rey  and  8  un iden t i f i ed  Acc ip i t e r s  
(Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

The  ma in  f l i gh t  o f  B road -winged  Hawks  occu r r ed  on  Apr i l  21  
when  “c lo se  t o  200  hawks  we re  coun t ed  be fo r e  noon” ,  i n  Rocky  
R ive r  nea r  t he  l ake f ron t ,  161  be ing  Broad -winged  (Cor i s t i ne  and  
S t a sko ) .  Mos t  o f  t he se  b i rd s  f l ew  in  an  ea s t e r l y  d i r ec t i on  and  
t h i s  i s  s i gn i f i c an t  when  we  no t e  t he  r epo r t  o f  obse rve r s  i n  t he  
Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  o f  12  Broad -winged  Hawks  be tween  
11 :15  a .m .  and  11 :30  a .m .  on  t ha t  da t e  (K i t son  and  Sche ibe ) .  
Pe rk in s  Beach  was  t he  s i t e  o f  hawk  ac t i v i t y  on  Apr i l  29  be tween  
11 :30  a .m .  and  12 :15p .m . ,  w i th  6  Bu t eos ,  3  Acc ip i t e r s  and  2  
Tu rkey  Vu l tu r e s  a s  we l l  a s  a  s i ng l e  adu l t  B l ack -c rowned  N igh t  
He ron  f l y ing  a long  t he  sho re  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  The  mig ra t i on  
con t i nued  a t  unusua l  l eng th  and  was  s t i l l  i n  p rog re s s  on  May  
30  when  6  Broad -winged  Hawks  we re  obse rved  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  
(K lamm) .  

Sho reb i rd s .  As  i s  t yp i ca l ,  s ho reb i rd s  d id  no t  occu r  i n  any  
abundance .  May  16  p roduced  t he  g r ea t e s t  va r i e t y  when  11  spec i e s  
we re  r eco rded  a t  Whi t e  C i t y,  t he  Leas t  Sandp ipe r  be ing  t he  mos t  
numerous  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Te rns .  Common  Te rns  we re  no t  much  i n  ev idence  t h i s  sp r i ng  and  
t he  f i r s t  men t i on  o f  any  number  was  o f  a  concen t r a t i on  o f  15  0  
ove r  t he  l ake  a t  Lo ra in  on  May  15  (Do lbea r ) .  On  May  19  t he r e  
was  r a in  mos t  o f  t he  morn ing  i n  Men to r  and  t he  w inds  we re  gus ty  
f rom the  sou thwes t ,  g round ing  a  f l ock  o f  400  Common  Te rns  a t  
Head l ands  S t a t e  Pa rk  (Hammond) .  

Casp i an  Te rns  we re  p r e sen t  i n  ones  and  twos  w i th  a  f ew  
excep t i ons :  ( 1 )  20  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  Apr i l  10  (Nagy ) ;  ( 2 )  25  
a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  Apr i l  23  (Ward ) ;  ( 3 )  an  excep t i ona l l y  l a rge  
f l ock  o f  100  f l y ing  back  and  fo r t h  a long  t he  sho re l i ne  a t  Head 
l ands  S t a t e  Pa rk  on  May  19  (Newhous ) ,  and  a  ve ry  l a t e  b i rd  was  
obse rved  t he r e  on  May  26  ( f i de  Newhous ) .  The  B lack  Te rn  was  
r epo r t ed  on ly  on  May  19 ,  a t  Men to r  (Hammond) .  

Pu rp l e  Mar t i n .  -  “Mar t i n s  and  swa l l ows  had  a  ha rd  t ime  i n  l a t e  
Apr i l - - some  Mar t i n  co lon i e s  o f  pa s t  yea r s  have  no  b i rd s  t h i s  yea r ”  
(Skaggs ) .  

B lue  J ays .  Appa ren t l y  t he  cus tomary  p ro t r ac t ed  ea s twa rd  pa s sage  
o f  B lue  J ays  a long  t he  Lake  E r i e  sho re l i ne  d id  no t  occu r  t h i s  
sp r i ng ,  wh ich  i s  t he  f i r s t  t ime  i n  11  yea r s  t ha t  no  s i z ab l e  
movemen t  ha s  been  no t ed .  An  obse rve r  i n  B ra t enah i  r epo r t ed  t ha t  
on  Apr i l  26  “B lue  J ay  mig ra t i on  s t a r t ed  - -  bu t  no t  i n  no rma l  
number s”  (Raynes ) ,  and  a  r egu l a r  obse rve r  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  and  
Pe rk in s  Beach ,  two  p r i nc ipa l  van t age  po in t s  i n  t he  l i ne  o f  
f l i gh t  commen ted  t ha t  “B lue  J ay  movemen t s  we re  nea r l y  absen t  
when  peak  abundance  was  t o  be  expec t ed”  (K lamm) .  

Warb l e r s .  The re  i s  a lmos t  un ive r s a l  ag r eemen t  t ha t  t he  mig ra 
t i on  o f  wa rb l e r s  was  uncommon ly  l a t e  and  t hey  we re  f ewer  i n  
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number.  F rom Men to r,  “o f  l 9  spec i e s  s een ,  s even  we re  no t  s i gh t -
ed  un t i l  May  26  o r  l a t e r ”  (Hammond) ;  f r om Lakewood ,  “ a  l a t e  
m ig ra t i on  o f  wa rb l e r s  on  May  30 ,  w i th  18  spec i e s  on  ou r  l i s t ”  
(S i ebe r t  and  S t a sko ) ;  f r om Hudson ,  “wa rb l e r  m ig ra t i on  was  con -
cen t r a t ed  t oward  t he  end  o f  May”  (Szabo ) ;  f r om Shake r  Lakes ,  
“ t he r e  was  an  impre s s ive  l a t e  movemen t  o f  wa rb l e r s  on  May  30”  
(Newman) ;  and  f rom Lora in ,  “ co ld  wea the r  he ld  t he  wa rb l e r s  back  
l a t e r  t han  u sua l ,  w i th  t he  Canad i an  a t  Po in t  Pe l ee  r emark ing  
on  t he  l a t e  m ig ra t i on  and  f ew  b i rd s”  (Nagy ) .  

I c t e r i d s .  The  f i r s t  b l ackb i rd  movemen t  o f  any  s i z e  was  r epo r t ed  
on  March  2 when  “ thousands  and  t housands  made  an  i n f l ux  f rom 
the  sou th—and  ga the r i ngs  a t  r oos t s  became  eno rmous”  (K lamm) .  A  
f l ock  number ing  more  t han  a  t housand  f l ew  ove r  Wa i t e  H i l l  a t  
7 :15  a .m .  on  Marc  11 .  A  mass  movemen t  was  obse rved  on  March  
26  a long  t he  l ake  a t  B ra t enah l  (Raynes ) .  

Spa r rows .  The  Whi t e - c rowned  and  Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r rows  appea r-
ed  i n  l e s s e r  number s ,  a s  d id  t he  S l a t e - co lo r ed  Junco .  These  
t h r ee  spec i e s  we re  a t  t he  l owes t  ebb  i n  11  yea r s  o f  obse rva t i on  
i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  (F l an igan ) .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Red - th roa t ed  Loon  - A t  Gordon  Pa rk  whe re  one  had  been  s een  i n  
t he  p r eced ing  pe r i od ,  one  appea red  on  March  7  “ su r f ac ing  d i r ec t -
l y  i n  f r on t  o f  me  and  on ly  25  ya rd s  o f f  sho re—in  pe r f ec t  
w in t e r  p lumage”  (Sche ibe ) .  Th i s  b i rd  was  obse rved  by  o the r s  

t h rough  March  11  (Ca r ro the r s ,  K lamm and  Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Doub l e - c r e s t ed  Cormoran t  - A  l one  b i rd  was  obse rved  i n  f l i gh t  
a l ong  t he  sho re l i ne  nea r  Pe rk in s  Beach  on  Apr i l  14  (K lamm) .  

Ca t t l e  Eg re t  -  One  on  May  20 -21  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  (She rwin )  i s  t he  f i r s t  
r epo r t  o f  t h i s  spec i e s  f r om th i s  l oca l i t y  s i nce  t he  sp r i ng  o f  1963 .  See  
t he  F i e ld  No te s  s ec t i on  fo r  a  de t a i l ed  accoun t .  

B lue  Goose  -  One  l i nge red  on  t he  l ake f ron t  a t  Lakewood  Pa rk  f rom 
Apr i l  21  t h rough  May  11  (K lamm) .  

Eu ropean  Widgeon  -  ( 1 )  On  Corn ing  Lake  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum one  
was  i den t i f i ed  on  March  31  (Hammond) .  ( 2 )  On  Apr i l  8  an  adu l t  
ma l e  was  s een  fo r  abou t  15  minu t e s ,  w i th  o the r  ducks ,  no t  f a r  
o f f sho re  a t  Lo ra in  (Do lbea r ) .  

O ldsquaw - The  Lo ra in  a r ea  fu rn i shed  two  qu i t e  l a t e  r epo r t s  o f  
s i ng l e  b i rd s  on  Apr i l  6  and  7  and  two  ma le s  on  t he  9 th  (Do lbea r  
and  Ward ) .  

Ha r l equ in  Duck  - The  imma tu re  ma l e  t ha t  spen t  much  o f  t he  w in t e r  
i n  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  was  r eco rded  t he r e  on  va r i ous  da t e s  i n  March  
and  Apr i l  and  was  l a s t  r epo r t ed  on  Apr i l  21  (Ward  e t  a l ) .  “Some  
obse rve r s  t hough t  t hey  had  a  s i ng l e  Ha r l equ in  ma tu r ing ;  I  c augh t  
two  i n  s i gh t  a t  one  t ime  on  March  5”  (Ward ) .  
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Whi t e -w inged  Sco t e r  -  Ra re ly  occu r r i ng  a f t e r  e a r l y  March ,  two  
t a rdy  b i rd s -we re  i n  t he  ha rbo r  a t  Lo ra in  on  Apr i l  7 ,  and  one  
was  s een  t he r e  on  many  da t e s  t h rough  Apr i l  (Do lbea r,  Nagy,  and  
Ward ) .  

Ba ld  Eag l e  - An  imma tu re  was  mov ing  i n  an  ea s t e r l y  d i r ec t i on  
w i th  a  f l i gh t  o f  hawks  on  Apr i l  21 ,  nea r  t he  l ake f ron t  i n  Rocky  
R ive r  (Co r i s t i ne  and  S t a sko ) .  An  adu l t  w i th  a  wh i t e  head  and  
some  wh i t e  i n  t he  t a i l  was  s een  a t  t he  Auro ra  Sanc tua ry  on  Apr i l  
28  ( Joe  Bush  and  D .  Hende r son  f i de  N .  Hende r son ) .  

Ye l l ow  Ra i l  -  One  was  found  a l i ve  and  unhu r t  i n  Bay  Vi l l age  on  
Apr i l  17  (B lack ) .  See  t he  F i e ld  No te s  s ec t i on  fo r  a  de t a i l ed  
accoun t .  

Go lden  P love r  - A  f l ock  o f  30 ,  i n  a l l  s t age s  o f  p lumage ,  spen t  
t he  day  i n  a  f l ooded  f i e l d  j u s t  wes t  o f  E ly r i a  on  Apr i l  14 ,  t o 
ge the r  w i th  120  Pec to r a l  Sandp ipe r s ,  3  Grea t e r  Ye l l owlegs ,  and  
2  Common  Sn ipe  (Morse ) .  Coun t s  o f  f r om 13  t o  20  b i rd s  we re  
made  t he r e  on  t he  15 th  and  16 th  (Nagy  and  Ward ) .  These  a r e  t he  
f i r s t  r epo r t s  o f  t h i s  r a r e  sp r i ng  mig ran t  s i nce  t he  sp r i ng  o f  1965 .  

B l ack -be l l i ed  P love r  - Two  were  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  May  16  and  one  
on  t he  20 th ,  f e ed ing  w i th  many  o the r  sho reb i rd s  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  
On  May  19  one  was  r eco rded  a t  Men to r  Pa rk  (Hammond) .  

Up land  P love r  -  On  Apr i l  14  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum,  whe re  i t  h ad  
no t  been  s een  i n  many  yea r s ,  a  f l ock  o f  16  was  obse rved  “ f l y ing  
ove rhead”  (Bo le ,  J r.  and  Webs t e r ) .  Such  a  f l i gh t  ha s  r a r e ly,  
i f  eve r,  been  r epo r t ed  i n  t he  pa s t  30  yea r s .  

Wi l son ’s  Pha l a rope  -  “A  f ema le  i n  f u l l  b r eed ing  p lumage  was  found  
i n  a  f l ooded  f i e l d  nea r  Gra f t on  on  May  23 .  The  b i rd  was  s t ud i ed  
l e i su r e ly  and  was  s een  by  many  obse rve r s .  A t  t he  t ime  I  s aw  i t ,  
i t  was  c lo se ly  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  3  Les se r  Ye l l owlegs  and  i n  t he  
s ame  f i e l d  we re  4  Dun l in ,  10  Semipa lma ted  Sandp ipe r s ,  3  Semi 
pa lma ted  P love r s ,  1  Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r  and  2  K i l l dee r ”  (Morse ) .  
Th i s  r a r e s t  o f  t he  pha l a ropes  i n  ou r  r eg ion  was  l a s t  r e co rded  
i n  t he  sp r i ng  i n  l 959  ,  and  t he  1968  r eco rd  i s  j u s t  t he  t h i rd  
sp r i ng  r eco rd  i n  a l l .  

I c e l and  Gu l l  - An  adu l t  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  on  March  13  cons t i t u t e s  
t he  fou r th  r e co rd  fo r  March  i n  ou r  h i s t o ry  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

G rea t  B l ack -backed  Gu l l  - Th i s  w in t e r  v i s i t o r,  wh ich  r a r e ly  
occu r s  a f t e r  abou t  Feb rua ry  10 ,  l i nge red  t h rough  March  8  a t  
l e a s t ,  and  on  s eve ra l  da t e s  one  t o  f ou r  b i rd s  we re  r epo r t ed  
f rom Gordon  Pa rk  and  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  (Nagy,  Su rman ,  J r. ,  and  
Ward ) .  .  

B l ack -headed  Gu l l  -  One  was  s t ud i ed  a t  l eng th  on  March  13  a t  
Lo ra in  ha rbo r  and  was  j udged  t o  be  an  adu l t  (H i lda  Lebo ld  f i de  
Ward  and  Do lbea r ) .  An  adu l t  was  i den t i f i ed  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  on  
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March  29  (Edward  S tokes  f i de  Raynes  and  Su rman ,  J r. )  and  aga in  
on  t h e  31s t  (K lamm and  Ca r ro the r s ) .  These  a r e  t he  f i r s t  sp r i ng  
r eco rds  fo r  t he  r eg ion ,  and  t he r e  a r e  now fou r  r e co rds  i n  a l l .  

Laugh ing  Gu l l  One  was  s een  on  t he  beach  nea r  Pa ine sv i l l e  w i th  
o the r  spec i e s  o f  gu l l s  on  Apr i l  28  (D .  S t rock  f i de  Newhous ) .  

L i t t l e  Gu l l  - An  adu l t  was  obse rved  a t  c l o se  r ange  fo r  ex t ended  
pe r i ods  a t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  Apr i l  3 ,  7  and  8  (Ward ) .  

B l ack - l egged  K i t t iwake  - A t  Lo ra in  ha rbo r,  whe re  one  was  i den t i 
f i ed  on  Feb rua ry  28 ,  a  s i ng l e  b i rd  was  s een  on  March  1 ,  8  and  9 ,  
and  two  imma tu re s  on  March  3  (Ward ,  S t a sko ,  Su rman , J r.  and  
Do lbea r ) .  The re  we re  no  r epo r t s  f r om the  C leve l and  l ake f ron t ,  
bu t  t h i s  spec i e s  d id  occu r  t he r e  i n  f a l l  and  w in t e r,  be ing  f i r s t  
obse rved  on  November  7 ,  1967  and  l a s t  r e co rded  on  Feb rua ry  26 ,  
1968 ,  t hough  t he r e  was  a  l ong  pe r i od  i n  December  and  a l l  o f  J an 
ua ry  when  i t  was  no t  s een  a t  a l l .  Neve r the l e s s ,  t h i s  i s  t he  
f i r s t  t ime  t ha t  t h i s  K i t t iwake  ha s  been  r eco rded  succe s s ive ly  i n  
f a l l ,  w in t e r,  and  sp r i ng .  

Snowy  Owl  -  S ing l e  b i rd s  we re  r epo r t ed  f rom Gordon  Pa rk  and  
Lo ra in  ha rbo r  on  March  1 ,  2  and  3 .  Our  l a s t  r epo r t  was  fo r  
March  14 ,  o f  one  b i rd ,  a t  Gordon  Pa rk  (Su rman , J r. ) .  

Ca ro l i na  Ch ickadee  -  Fou r  we re  i den t i f i ed  by  song  on  Apr i l  12  a t  
t he  Duck  Pond  i n  Ca r l i s l e  Rese rva t i on  o f  t he  Lo ra in  Coun ty  Me t 
ropo l i t an  Pa rk  sy s t em,  and  one  was  hea rd  a t  t he  Ou tdoo r  Educa 
t i on  Cen t e r,  a l so  i n  t he  Ca r l i s l e  Rese rva t i on ,  on  May  25  
( Johnson ) .  The  Apr i l  r e co rd  i s  t he  f i r s t  f o r  t ha t  mon th  i n  t he  
h i s t o ry  o f  t he  r eg ion ,  and  t he r e  have  been  on ly  t h r ee  p r i o r  
r e co rds  i n  a l l :  two  i n  May  and  one  i n  Augus t .  

Mock ingb i rd  - A  to t a l  o f  s i x  b i rd s  i n  va r i ous  l oca l i t i e s  i s  t he  
s econd  h ighes t  number  r epo r t ed  i n  t he  sp r i ng  i n  t he  pa s t  10  
yea r s ,  be ing  exceeded  on ly  by  a  t o t a l  o f  e i gh t  i n  t he  sp r i ng  o f  1957 .  
A l l  r epo r t s  we re  o f  s i ng l e  b i rd s  a s  f o l l ows :  f r om Apr i l  4  
t h rough  10  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  (F l an igan ) ;  i n  Rocky  R ive r,  Apr i l  17  
(Cor i s t i ne ) ;  i n  Avon ,  Apr i l  21  (K lamm) ;  Auro ra  Sanc tua ry,  Apr i l  
28  and  May  26  ( f i de  Hende r son ) ;  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on ,  May  5  
(S i ebe r t ) .  

Sp rague ’s  P ip i t  -  On  March  24  t h i s  b i rd  was  s t ud i ed  a t  i n t e rva l s  
be tween  11 :00  a .m .  and  1 :30  p .m .  a s  i t  was  f eed ing  i n  t he  mucky,  
wa t e ry  ove r f l ow  f rom the  Smi th  Road  Pond  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l ,  whe re  i t  
a s soc i a t ed  w i th  Rob ins ,  B l ackb i rd s  and  K i l l dee r.  Dur ing  t h i s  
pe r i od  i t  was  obse rved  a l so  by  Mar ion  and  Mer i t  Skaggs  fo r  a  
sho r t  t ime  (F l an igan ) .  Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  March  r eco rd  fo r  t he  r eg ion  
and  i s  t he  t h i rd  r eco rd  i n  a l l .  

Logge rhead  Sh r ike  -  Ju s t  t h r ee  s epa ra t e  i nd iv idua l s  we re  r epo r t 
ed ,  wh ich  i nd i ca t e s  how r a r e  t h i s  spec i e s  i s  i n  t he  r eg ion :  a t  
Wa i t e  H i l l  e a r l y  on  t he  morn ing  o f  March  28  (F l an igan ) ;  i n  Lake 
wood  Pa rk  on  Apr i l  21  (K lamm) ;  nea r  Amher s t  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty  on  
May  7  ( Johnson ) .  
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Whi t e - eyed  Vi r eo  -  On  May  2  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  one  was  obse rved  
s i ng ing  v igo rous ly  fo r  more  t han  30  minu t e s  (F l an igan ) ;  and  on  
May  13  one ,  s i ng ing  f r equen t l y,  was  s t ud i ed  a t  c l o se  r ange  fo r  
some  20  minu t e s  a s  i t  f o r aged  l ow  in  t he  t r e e s  a l ong  Doan  Brook  
i n  Shake r  He igh t s  (Kn igh t ) .  

Worm-ea t i ng  Warb l e r  -  A  t o t a l  o f  t h r ee  b i rd s  r epo r t ed  i s  no t e -
wor thy,  i ndeed :  ( 1 )  on  Apr i l  28  a t  Lower  Shake r  Lake  f eed ing  
w i th  Myr t l e  Warb l e r s  (Pe sk in )  and  p r e sumab ly  t he  s ame  b i rd  t he r e  
aga in  on  t he  29 th  (Kn igh t ) ;  ( 2 )  on  May  10  i n  a  wooded  r av ine  i n  
Eas t  C l eve l and  (Sne l l e r ) ;  ( 3 )  on  May  16  i n  Wa l ton  H i l l s ,  whe re  
i t  was  s i ng ing  and  s ea r ch ing  fo r  f ood  i n  a  t ho rnapp l e  t h i cke t  
(S t a l ey ) .  

Go lden -winged  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  Ra re ly  i s  more  t han  one  s een  a t  one  
t ime ,  bu t  on  May  12  a t  Ches tnu t  H i l l  Ceme te ry  i n  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  
a  g roup  o f  t h r ee  was  f eed ing  and  s i ng ing  i n  t he  t r e e tops  
(U l r i ch ) .  ( 2 )  One  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  May  26  cons t i t u t e s  a  
new  l a t e s t  da t e  o f  occu r r ence  (Lou i s  S t rum f i de  Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

B rews t e r ’s Warb l e r  -  “A  s ing l e  b i rd  was  s t ud i ed  fo r  f i ve  minu t e s  
on  May  4  a s  i t  t ed  i n  t he  t r e e tops  a t  Spence r  Wi ld l i f e  Area .  I t  
s ang  t he  t yp i ca l  B lue -w inged  Warb l e r  song  bu t  occa s iona l l y  added  
a  wheezy,  i nha l i ng  buzz  a t  t he  end  wh ich  was  on ly  aud ib l e  a t  
c l o se  r ange .  The  nex t  day  I  hea rd  a  B lue -w inged  s i ng ing  t he  
i den t i c a l  song”  (Morse ) .  

0 r ange -c rowned  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  A  ve ry  ea r l y  a r r i va l  was  obse rved  
a t  Auro ra  Sanc tua ry  on  t he  Apr i l  21  b i rdwa lk  (Hende r son ) ;  ( 2 )  
on  May  11  i n  Men to r,  t h r ee  b i rd s  f e ed ing  t oge the r  i n  t he  ea r l y  
morn ing  we re  s t ud i ed  fo r  an  ex t ended  pe r i od  (Hammond) ;  ( 3 )  one  
was  s een  a t  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  May  11 ,  12  and  13  (F l an igan ) .  

P r a i r i e  Warb l e r  -  One  was  r epo r t ed  f rom the  Lo ra in  a r ea  on  May  
8  (Ward ) .  

Ken tucky  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  Two  were  f eed ing  on  May  16  i n  t he  unde r -
g rowth  c lo se  t o  a  we t -wea the r  c r eek  i n  a  sma l l  r av ine  i n  Wa l ton  
H i l l s  (S t a l ey ) ;  ( 2 )  one  was  obse rved  a t  Head l ands  S t a t e  Pa rk  on  
May  25  (Leach ) ;  ( 3 )  one  was  found  a t  Uppe r  Shake r  Lake  on  May  
30 ,  wh ich  i s  a  new  l a t e s t  occu r r ence  da t e  (Kn igh t ) .  A  s i ng l e  
r epo r t  o f  t h i s  spec i e s  i s  a  r a r i t y,  and  t o  have  t h r ee  r epo r t s  
t o t a l i ng  fou r  b i rd s  i s  a  g r ea t  r a r i t y.  

Wes t e rn  Meadowla rk  -  ( 1 )  I n  t he  f i e l d s  a t  War r ensv i l l e  Fa rms  
whe re  t h i s  spec i e s  ha s  occu r r ed  i n  p r i o r  yea r s ,  one  was  hea rd  
s i ng ing  on  s even  da t e s  f r om March  28  t o  May  30  (Kn igh t ) .  ( 2 )  
A t  t he  g r a s s  f a rm  in  Avon ,  wh ich  ha s  a l so  been  a  p r ev ious  
occu r r ence  s i t e ,  one  was  no t ed  on  Apr i l  21  and  May  12  (K lamm) .  

Orcha rd  Or io l e  - A  ma le ,  some t imes  s i ng ing ,  r ema ined  on  t he  
g rounds  o f  a  r e s i dence  i n  Wa l ton  H i l l s  f o r  much  o f  t he  day  on  
May  12  (S t a l ey ) ;  and  an  imma tu re  ma l e  occu r r ed  i n  E ly r i a  on  
May  21  ( Johnson ) .  



-  24   

D ickc i s s e l  -  One  was  r epo r t ed  a t  Hang ing  Rock  Fa rm in  K i r t l and  
H i l l s  on  May  12 ,  and  was  s een  t he r e  s eve ra l  t imes  i n  t he  fo l 
l owing  week  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

Even ing  Grosbeak  - The  s even  “ r egu l a r s ”  t ha t  w in t e r ed  a t  Hang ing  
Rock  Fa rm i n  Ki r t l and  H i l l s  r ema ined  un t i l  Ap r i l  9 .  On ly  one  
was  s een  a f t e r  t ha t  da t e ,  on  Apr i l  14  (Bo le ,  J r. ) .  

O regon  Junco  - A  mos t  d i s t i nc t l y -marked  i nd iv idua l  - -  t he  
p lumage  o f  head  and  back  sha rp ly  con t r a s t ed  - -  f ed  w i th  Tree  
Spa r rows  and  S l a t e - co lo r ed  Juncos  i n  d r i ed  g r a s se s  bo rde r ing  
a  ma r shy  a r ea  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  Apr i l  3  (F l an igan ) .  

Lap l and  Longspu r  -  “A  f l ock  o f  abou t  20  was  found  nea r  LaGrange  
on  March  9  i n  t he  company  o f  a  l a rge  f l ock  o f  Horned  La rks  
wh ich  i nc luded  many  o f  t he  no r the rn  subspec i e s .  They  we re  i n  
a  soybean  s t ubb l e  f i e l d  o f  pe rhaps  80 -100  ac r e s  t ha t  p rov ided  
exce l l en t  c amouf l age .  I  e s t ima t ed  t ha t  200  b i rd s  we re  c lo se  
enough  t o  t he  road  t o  be  s een  we l l  and  i n  t h i s  g roup  we re  t he  
20  Longspu r s .  Samp l ing  coun t s  o f  sma l l  f l ocks  i n  t he  200  showed  
t ha t  somewhere  be tween  50% and  60% o f  t he  l a rk s  we re  o f  t he  
Nor the rn  subspec i e s”  (Morse ) .  

F IELD NOTES 

Second  Vi s i t  f r om a  Ca t t l e  Eg re t .  On  May  20  a  Ca t t l e  Eg re t  was  
s een  f eed ing  i n  t he  g r a s s  nea r  t he  uppe r  pond  on  ou r  f a rm  in  
Wa i t e  H i l l .  I t  f ed  w i th  s eve ra l  Canada  Geese  and  t he i r  gos l i ngs  
and  i f  t he  Eg re t  c ame  t oo  c lo se ,  t hey  chased  i t  i n to  t he  nex t  
f i e l d  whe re  t he  sheep  we re  g r az ing ,  o r  i n to  a  ba r e  t r e e  on  t he  
roads ide .  The re ,  we  had  a  ve ry  c lo se  v i ew  o f  i t s  bu ffy -p ink  
nup t i a l  p lumage .  A l l  t ha t  day  and  ea r l y  t he  nex t  morn ing  i t  
r ema ined ,  bu t  t hen  d i s appea red .  We  were  hos t s  t o  ano the r  Ca t t l e  
Eg re t  i n  1963 ,  f r om Apr i l  21  t o  28 ,  a t  wh ich  t ime  i t  a s soc i a t ed  
en t i r e l y  w i th  t he  ca t t l e  i n  t he  pa s tu r e ,  and  was  no t  i n  a s  ma rk 
ed ly  co lo r fu l  p lumage .  -  MARGARET SHERWIN.  

Nes t i ngs  o f  Canada  Geese .  Wi th  t he  a r r i va l  o f  e i gh t  adu l t  
Canada  Geese  on  Corn ing  Lake  a t  Ho lden  Arbo re tum on  March  4  and  
a  pa i r  a t  Sunse t  Pond  i n  t he  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  on  March  
6 ,  t he  bu i l d -up  began .  By  March  9  t he r e  we re  50  adu l t s  a t  
Co rn ing  Lake .  

Nes t  bu i l d ing  a t  t he  Arbo re tum was  unde r  way  on  March  31  
and  on  Apr i l  6  a t  Sunse t  Pond .  F ive  gos l i ngs  l e f t  t he  Nor th  
Chag r in  Nes t  on  May  13  ( fou r  have  su rv ived ) ,  and  on  May  25  t he r e  
we re ,  among  30  adu l t s  on  Corn ing  Lake ,  f i ve  pa i r s  w i th  b roods  o f  
8  -  7  -  5  -  5  - 3 ,  a l l  appea r ing  t o  be  two  t o  th r e e  weeks  o ld .  

I n  add i t i on ,  a  pa i r  w i th  f ou r  gos l i ngs  we re  obse rved  on  
June  2  on  one  o f  t he  s eve ra l  ponds  a t  Squ i r e  Va l l e evue  Fa rm in  
Hun t ing  Va l l ey.  

Th i s  i s  t he  mos t  w idesp read  and  f ru i t f u l  gos l i ng  p roduc t i v i t y  I  
have  eve r  no t ed  i n  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion .  -  GLENN KITSON.  
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Nes t i ngs  o f  Canada  Geese .  On  Apr i l  4  th  e re  we re  s even  pa i r s  o f  
Canada  Geese  ( a l l  s i t t i ng ) ,  on  ou r  f a rm  in  Wa i t e  H i l l ,  w i t h  two  
ne s t s  be ing  l oca t ed  on  t he  uppe r  pond  and  f i ve  ne s t s  on  t he  
l ower  pond .  On  Apr i l  27  t he r e  we re  two  f ami l i e s  p r e sen t  on  t he  
uppe r  pond ,  one  w i th  f i ve  gos l i ngs  and  t he  o the r  w i th  s even .  
Unfo r tuna t e ly,  I  was  away  and  d id  no t  obse rve  t he  emergence  o f  
t he  young  on  t he  l ower  pond  bu t  f r om l a t e r  obse rva t i on  I  j udged  
t ha t  a l l  t h e  ne s t s  we re  succe s s fu l .  Th i s  ha s  been  ou r  mos t  
p roduc t i ve  ne s t i ng  s ea son  i n  r e cen t  yea r s .  -  MARGARET SHERWIN.  

Ye l l ow  Ra i l  Cap tu r ed .  Th i s  e l u s ive  mig ran t  made  i t s  l a s t  
appea rance  i n  ou r  r eg ion  unde r  unusua l  c i r cums tances ,  be ing  
found  a l i ve  i n s ide  t he  Men to r  Ma l l  shopp ing  cen t e r  i n  Oc tobe r  
1966 ,  and  t he  p r e sen t  r epo r t  i s  i n  t he  s ame  ve in .  

I t  was  f i r s t  s een  wa lk ing  s l owly  abou t  i n  a  ya rd  i n  Bay  
Vi l l age  on  Apr i l  17 .  Pos s ib ly  f r i gh t ened  a t  be ing  found  i n  
an  open  a r ea ,  i t  f r oze  i n  pos i t i on ,  a s  i s  t he i r  hab i t ,  and  t he  
obse rve r  me re ly  p i cked  i t  up ,  t h ink ing  i t  was  an  i n ju r ed  b i rd ,  
and  t ook  i t  t o  t he  Lake  E r i e  Na tu r e  and  Sc i ence  Cen t e r  t o  have  
i t  checked  and  i den t i f i ed .  

The  b i rd  was  found  t o  be  i n  pe r f ec t  cond i t i on ,  on ly  t i r ed ,  
and  was  kep t  by  Edna  B lack  a t  he r  home  un t i l  Ap r i l  20 ,  be ing  
v i ewed  and  pho tog raphed  by  many  obse rve r s .  

“ I t  was  r e l e a sed  i n  Avon  Lake ,  i n  a  l a rge  a r ea  o f  g r a s s  
f i e l d s  and  mar sh - type  l and  whe re  So ra  Ra i l s  a r e  o f t en  
s een  and  whe re  t he  Ye l l ow  Ra i l  ha s  been  hea rd ,  bu t  
neve r  s een .  I t  d i d  no t  da r t  away  i n to  t he  t a l l  g r a s s  
a s  I  had  expec t ed  bu t  immed ia t e ly  began  examin ing  t he  
t u f t s  o f  g r a s s  and  da r t i ng  unde r  a  c l ump  to  d i s appea r  
f o r  a  s econd  and  r eappea r  a  sho r t  d i s t ance  away.  Some  
o f  t he  t ime  i t  wou ld  be  wa lk ing  t owards  u s  and  o f t en  
came  qu i t e  c l o se ,  showing  l i t t l e  f e a r  o f  peop l e .  Whi l e  
i n  my  ca r e  i t  f ed  on  mea lworms ,  e a r t hworms  and  i n sec t s ”  
(B l ack ) .  

Concu r r en t  Mig ra t i on  o f  N igh thawks  i n  Lo ra in  and  C leve l and  
He igh t s .  On  May  15  be tween  6 :30  and  7 :00 .  p .m .  30  N igh thawks  
we re  s een  f l y ing  ab rea s t  i n  a  r agged  l i ne ,  and  j u s t  ahead  o f  a  
huge  r a in  c loud ,  abou t  one  mi l e  sou th  o f  t he  l ake  sho re  i n  
Lo ra in .  They  we re  f l y ing  a t  an  a l t i t ude  o f  app rox ima te ly  500  
f ee t  and  none  we re  f eed ing ,  j u s t  f l y ing  s t r a i gh t  e a s twa rd .  
-  Z IGMOND AND HELENA NAGY.  

Then ,  f a r  t o  t he  ea s t :  

On  May  15  a t  7 :25  p .m . ,  f o l l owing  an  ea r l y - even ing  down
pou r,  w i th  t he  sky  s t i l l  d a rk  and  t hunde r  i n  t he  d i s t ance ,  t h r ee  
Common  Nigh thawks  came  ou t  t he  no r thwes t ,  d ipped  l ow  ove r  t he  
woods  o f  Fo re s t  H i l l  Pa rk ,  and  moved  on  speed i l y  i n  s t r a i gh t -
l i ne  f l i gh t  e a s t -no r thea s t  a l ong  t he  Po r t age  Esca rpmen t .  Then  
a t  7 :40  p .m .  a  s i ng l e  b i rd  ca l l ed  and  c i r c l ed  above  t he  



-  26   


apa r tmen t  r oo f tops  and  by  8  : 00  p .m .  had  been  j o ined  by  two  
o the r s ,  a l l  t h r ee  o f  wh ich  s eemed  t o  be  con t e s t i ng  fo r  a i r  
r i gh t s  a s  t hey  engaged  i n  ho t  pu r su i t  ove r  an  a r ea  o f  abou t  one  
b lock .  C l ea r l y  t h i s  was  a r r i va l  day  fo r  N igh thawks  i n  my  ne igh 
bo rhood  i n  C l eve l and  He igh t s .  -  DONALD L .  NEWMAN 

Nigh thawks  S l eep ing .  S ince  N igh thawks  a r e  de sc r i bed  a s  u sua l l y  
s l e ep ing  du r ing  t he  b r i gh t e r  pa r t  o f  t he  day  i t  wou ld  be  ex 
pec t ed  t he r e  wou ld  be  more  r epo r t s  o f  t h i s  hab i t .  I  obse rved  
t h i s  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  on  May  22 ,  when  I  sp i ed  one  pe r ched  
h igh  on  a  ho r i zon t a l  l imb  o f  a  dead  t r e e  i n  t he  deep  woods  i n  
Wa i t e  H i l l ,  bu t  i n  t he  fu l l  sun l i gh t .  I t  awakened ,  a s  I  wa t ch 
ed ,  p r eened  and  opened  i t s  eno rmous  mou th ,  wh ich  i s  a s  l a rge  a s  
i t s  neck ,  showing  t he  p inky -o range  l i n ing ,  c a l l ed  tw ice  bu t  
r ema ined  i n  t he  s ame  spo t .  I  wa lked  a round  and  s t ood  d i r ec t l y  
benea th  w i thou t  i t  b e ing  d i s t u rbed .  When  I  r e t u rned  5  hou r s  
l a t e r,  i n  t he  l a t e  a f t e rnoon ,  i t  was  i n  t he  s ame  spo t ,  on ly  
t u rned  a round  and  f ac ing  wes t ,  a s  f o rmer ly  i t  h ad  f aced  ea s t  
(F l an igan ) .  

A  r epo r t  was  r ece ived  f rom ano the r  obse rve r  who  wa t ched  a  
N igh thawk  a t  s l e ep  on  May  3 ,  i n  a  l i v ing  t r e e ,  a  we l l  l e a f ed  
sycamore  abou t  40  t o  50  f e e t  i n  he igh t ,  i n  a  deep ly  wooded  a r ea  
i n  He l l ’s  Ho l low  Pa rk  i n  Lake  Coun ty.  When  f i r s t  s een  a t  4 :00  
p .m . ,  i t  was  r e s t i ng  i n  a  ho r i zon t a l  pos i t i on  on  t he  l imb  and  
f ac ing  wes t  w i th  i t s  head  t ucked  unde r  t he  w ing .  The  b i rd  d id  
s t i r ,  p r eened  t he  f ea the r s  a  b i t ,  and  t hen  r e tu rned  t o  s l e ep ing  
pos i t i on  (Sne l l e r ) .  

Ca rd ina l  Changes  Res idence .  On  May  12  we  found  a  baby  Ca rd ina l  
on  t he  d r i ve  a t  ou r  home  in  Wa i t e  H i l l .  I t  h ad  f a l l en  f rom the  
ne s t  i n  a  hemlock  hedge  nea rby,  and  t he  ne s t  l ooked  ve ry  d i s 
t u rbed  and  t i p sy.  The re  be ing  no  s i gn  o f  any  o the r  ne s t l i ng ,  
we  p l aced  t he  Ca rd ina l ’ s  ne s t ,  w i th  t he  baby  b i rd  i n  i t ,  i n t o  
a  wren  house  c lo se  by,  l e av ing  t he  cove r  i n  an  open  pos i t i on .  
The  pa r en t s  immed ia t e ly  c a r ed  fo r  t he  young  one .  We  obse rved  
un t i l  May  15 ,  a t  wh ich  t ime  i t  was  p lump  and  r eady  t o  l e ave  t he  
ne s t ,  wh i ch  i t  appa ren t l y  d id  s a f e ly.  -  MARGARET SHERWIN 

Bi rd  Oas i s .  E r i e  S t r ee t  Ceme te ry  i s  a  7 . 5  a c r e  oa s i s  i n  a  de se r t  
o f  b r i ck  and  conc re t e  i n  down town  C leve l and ,  s epa ra t ed  f rom Eas t  
9 th  S t r ee t  by  an  i r on  g r i l l e  f ence ,  t he  no r th  and  sou th  bound 
a r i e s  ma rked  by  a  t en  foo t  s t one  wa l l ,  and  t he  ea s t  bounda ry  
be ing  Eas t  14 th  S t r ee t .  A  g r ave l  d r i veway,  pa r t l y  l i ned  w i th  
sma l l  magno l i a  t r e e s ,  r uns  t h rough  t he  cen t e r,  and  t he  who le  
a r ea  i s  spa r s e ly  sp r i nk l ed  w i th  sh rubs  and  a  f ew  s i zab l e  map l e  
and  sycamore  t r e e s .  The  t r a f f i c  i s  no i sy  and  heavy  on  a l l  s i de s  
and  t he  en t i r e  v i c in i t y  i s  made  up  o f  bus ine s s  bu i l d ings  and  
pa rk ing  l o t s .  

I n  t h i s  s e t t i ng  I  was  p rov ided  w i th  some  su rp r i s e s  on  
e l even  v i s i t s  made  du r ing  a  ha l f -hou r  noon t ime  wa lk  be tween  May  
3  and  23 .  On  on ly  one  occa s ion  d id  I  f a i l  t o  obse rve  a  d i f f e r 
en t  spec i e s  f r om the  ones  obse rved  on  t he  p r ev ious  v i s i t  and  
t ha t  was  on  May  6 ,  t he  day  t he  t empe ra tu r e  d ropped  t o  26° .  
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On  t he  f i r s t  v i s i t  Wh i t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r rows  cove red  one  
l a rge  a r ea  o f  g round ,  f e ed ing  w i th  a  f ew  Whi t e - c rowned .  A  week  
l a t e r  t he  Whi t e - c rowned  p r edomina t ed ,  and  t h r ee  s t i l l  l i nge r ed  
on  t he  22nd .  The  t h ru shes  we re  r ep r e sen t ed  by  a  pa i r  o f  B lue 
b i rd s ,  a s  many  a s  s i x  Vee r i e s  on  a  s i ng l e  day,  two  He rmi t  
Th rushes  on  t he  f i r s t  day  and  f r equen t  s i ng l e  Swa inson ’s .  Among  
t he  woodpecke r s ,  F l i cke r s  appea red  on  eve ry  v i s i t ,  and  t he  
Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r  and  t he  Red -headed  Woodpecke r  we re  
obse rved  on  two  days  each .  S ix  Brown  Thra she r s  we re  p r e sen t  f o r  
f ou r  days ,  and  on  May  8  a  Ye l l ow-b rea s t ed  Cha t  and  a  pa i r  o f  
Ye l l owth roa t s  we re  s een .  On  May  16  t h r ee  Ovenb i rd s  wa lked  c lo se  
t o  t he  s t one  wa l l ,  and  one  was  obse rved  a long  t he  ma in  d r i ve  t he  
fo l l owing  day.  I  s aw  on ly  two  wa rb l e r s  i n  t he  t a l l  t r e e s ,  a  
Ches tnu t - s i l en t l y  i n  t he  t op  o f  t he  t a l l e s t  t r e e  on  t he  13 th .  

The re  we re  o the r  spec i e s  obse rved  be s ide s  t he  r e s iden t  
P igeons ,  Rob in s ,  S t a r l i ng  and  House  Spa r rows ,  name ly :  Ch imney  
Swi f t s ,  Common  Crows ,  Ca tb i rd s ,  Ruby -c rowned  K ing l e t s ,  a  Red -
eyed  Vi r eo ,  a  Ba l t imore  Or io l e ,  a  Common  Grack l e ,  B rown-headed  
Cowbi rd s ,  a  Sca r l e t  Tanage r,  Amer i can  Go ld f inches ,  and  Ch ip 
p ing ,  F i e ld  and  Fox  Spa r rows .  -  S IBYL LEACH 

SHAKER LAKES BIRD-WALKS 

The  Shake r  Lakes  a r e  an  endange red  conse rva t i on  a r ea  w i th  
a  un ique  l oca t i on  i n  t he  c i t y,  p rov id ing  hab i t a t  f o r  bo th  wa t e r  
and  l and  b i rd s ,  p roduc ing  unusua l  r e co rds  and  ac t i ng  a s  a  va l 
uab l e  s t opp ing  p l ace  fo r  b i rd s  i n  t he i r  m ig ra t i on .  They  s e rve  
a s  an  ou tdoo r  c l a s s room fo r  s choo l  ch i l d r en ,  so  needed  t oday,  
and  a  p l ace  o f  i n t e r e s t  f o r  a l l  ou r  member s .  The  p l an t i ng  and  
vege t a t i on  i s  o f  t he  t ype  a t t r a c t i ve  t o  b i rd s  and  s i t ua t ed  t o  
a l l ow  fo r  good  v i ewing ,  and  t he  l ower  l ake  ha s  been  t he  s cene  
o f  Sunday  b i rd -wa lks  fo r  more  t han  t h i r t y  yea r s .  Pe r ry  Pesk in  
ha s  been  a  l e ade r  o f  t he  wa lk s  fo r  s i x  yea r s  and  h i s  l og  o f  
t he  1958  wa lk s ,  wh ich  fo l l ows ,  g ive s  a  p i c tu r e  o f  t he  sp r i ng  
mig ra t i on .  

Apr i l  21  -  The  wa t e r fowl  mig ra t i on  i s  a lmos t  ove r,  some  
w in t e r  b i rd s  a r e  s t i l l  p r e sen t ,  and  t he  mig ra t i on  o f  t he  
i n sec t - ea t i ng  b i rd s  i s  unde r  way.  Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sap 
sucke r s  and  t he  two  spec i e s  o f  K ing l e t s  a r e  abundan t ,  
bu t  t he  p r i z e  o f  t he  morn ing  i s  t he  Amer i can  B i t t e rn  
s t a l k ing  on  t he  no r th  s i de  o f  t he  l ake .  

Apr i l  28  Two  P ine  Warb l e r s  f l u shed  f rom the  l a r ch  t r e e s  
and  i n to  t he  w i l l ows  p rov ide  an  unexpec t ed  s i gh t i ng ,  and  
Ba rn  Swa l lows  and  Green  He rons  a r e  new  a r r i va l s .  The  
sha rp  eyes  o f  Wi l l i am  Sch l e s inge r  spo t  a  So ra  Ra i l ,  wh i ch  
c l imbs  a  w i l l ow  so  t ha t  a l l  c an  no t e  t he  l a rge  f ee t  and  
t u rned -up  t a i l .  The re  i s  an  odd ,  pa l e - co lo r ed  b i rd  w i th  
b l ack  head  s t r i pe s  among  t he  Myr t l e  Warb l e r s ,  and ,  r emem
be r ing  s im i l a r  b i rd s  s een  i n  Arkansa s  s i x  yea r s  ago ,  I  
shou t  “Worm-ea t i ng  Warb l e r ”  Th i s  i den t i f i c a t i on  i s  no t  
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ve r i f i ed  by  any  o the r  obse rve r,  and  I  am  no t  subs t an t i a t ed  
un t i l  I  l e a rn  t ha t  Cha r l e s  H .  Kn igh t  f ound  a  b i rd  o f  t ha t  
spec i e s  a t  noon ,  and  a l so  t he  fo l l owing  day.  

May  5  The  Myr t l e  Warb l e r s  a r e  a t  t he i r  he igh t  t oday,  and  
we  t a l l y  ove r  one  hund red .  The  swa l l ows  a r e  a l l  r ep r e sen t 
ed  excep t  f o r  t he  Pu rp l e  Mar t i n s ,  wh ich  have  a  house  awa i t 
i ng  t hem in  t he  mar sh .  

May  12  -  A  du l l ,  c l oudy  day  w i th  two  So l i t a ry  Sandp ipe r s  i n  
t he  mar sh ,  i n  f o rmer  yea r s  t he  haun t  o f  Ye l l owlegs  and  
K i l l dee r,  bu t  no  more ,  s i nce  t he  mar sh  i s  f i l l i ng  i n  w i th  
vege t a t i on .  The  Pa lm  Warb l e r s  a r e  e spec i a l l y  abundan t ,  
w i th  a  coun t  o f  25 .  

May  19  -  The  l ong -awa i t ed  he igh t  o f  t he  wa rb l e r  s ea son  i s  
he r e ,  and  we  g r ee t  i t  i n  t he  r a in ,  wh ich  soon  aba t e s .  
Af t e r  t he  wa lk  we  t o t a l  an  impre s s ive  l i s t  o f  15  spec i e s  
o f  wa rb l e r s .  Shake r  Lakes  i s  s t i l l  a  magne t  f o r  a  f an t a s 
t i c  va r i e t y.  

May  26  -  The  song  o f  t he  B l  ackpo l l  i s  t he  u sua l  s i gna l  t ha t  
t he  wa rb l e r  m ig ra t i on  i s  a t  an  end ,  bu t  de sp i t e  t he  l a t e  
da t e ,  n ine  spec i e s  a r e  l i s t ed ,  and  we  have  an  unexpec t ed  
bonus  o f  a  Ph i l ade lph i a  Vi r eo .  -  PERRY PESKIN 

IT ’S  MAY COUNT-TIME -  RAIN OR SHINE 

I f  i t  we re  no t  f o r  t he  wa rb l e r s ,  b i rd ing  wou ld  l o se  ha l f  
i t s  f un .  Th i s  i s  a  s en t imen t  e choed  by  mos t  peop l e  who  en joy  
no th ing  more  t han  t o  spend  a  m id -May  morn ing  s t a l k ing  t he se  
s t r i k ing ly  co lo r fu l  c r ea tu r e s  wh ich ,  s eeming ly  so  qu i ck ly,  pa s s  
t h rough  ou r  a r ea .  A l though  t anage r s ,  o r i o l e s ,  v i r eos  and  f l y 
ca t che r s  make  t he  l ong  j ou rney  no r th  w i th  t he  wood  wa rb l e r s ,  t  
h e  l a rge  concen t r a t i ons  o f  song  b i rd s  wh ich  f i l l  t h e  woods  and  
pa rk s  on  a  sp r i ng  morn ing  a r e  r e f e r r ed  t o  a s  “wa rb l e r  waves” .  
On  such  a  day  an  en thus i a s t i c  b i rde r  i n  t he  C leve l and  a r ea  can  
r ead i l y  obse rve  twen ty  o r  more  spec i e s  o f  wa rb l e r s  and  twen ty -
f i ve  wou ld  no t  be  uncommon ,  f o r  o f  t he  f i f t y - fou r  spec i e s  f ound  
no r th  o f  t he  Mex ican  bo rde r  no  l e s s  t han  fo r t y - t h r ee  va r i e t i e s  
have  been  s een  i n  ou r  a r ea  t h roughou t  t he  yea r s .  

The  K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub  fo r  t he  l a s t  t h r ee  sp r i ng  s ea sons  
ha s  conduc t ed  a  “May  Coun t”  t o  de t e rmine  how many  spec i e s  o f  
b i rd s  cou ld  be  r eco rded  i n  a  g iven  two-day  pe r i od .  A l though  on  
May  10  and  11  o f  t h i s  yea r,  t he  days  s e l ec t ed  fo r  t he  coun t ,  t he  
number  o f  b i rd s  i n  t he  C leve l and  a r ea  wou ld  no t  cons t i t u t e  a  
wa rb l e r  wave ,  s t i l l  twen ty - e igh t  spec i e s  o f  t he  f ami ly  pa ru l i dae  
we re  s i gh t ed .  As  was  t he  ca se  fo r  t he  g r ea t e s t  pa r t  o f  t he  
sp r i ng  s ea son ,  wea the r  cond i t i ons  we re  no t  f avo rab l e  -  r a i n  
and  fog  w i th  f i f t y  deg ree  t empe ra tu r e s .  The  C lub  t a l l i ed  148  
spec i e s ,  no t  a t  a l l  up  t o  pa r  w i th  t he  1966  and  1967  coun t s .  I n  
1966 ,  166  spec i e s  we re  coun t ed  fo r  t he  two-day  pe r i od  and  i n  
1967 ,  161  spec i e s .  
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Th i s  yea r  twe lve  va r i e t i e s  o f  sho reb i rd s  we re  s een ,  wh i l e  
many  duck  and  hawk  spec i e s ,  wh ich  a r e  u sua l l y  p r e sen t ,  we re  
absen t ,  such  a s  B l ack  Duck ,  a l l  t h r ee  va r i e t i e s  o f  me rganse r s ,  
B road -winged  and  Spa r row  Hawks .  

Aga in ,  a s  ha s  been  t he  ca se  i n  t he  pa s t  two  yea r s ,  a  f ew  
r a r i t i e s  we re  s i gh t ed  -  a  B lue  Goose  and  a  Wes t e rn  Meadowla rk .  
The  O l ive - s i ded  F lyca t che r  and  bo th  t he  Ye l l ow  and  B lack -b i l l ed  
Cuckoo  a l so  he lped  f i l l  t h e  l i s t .  

So ,  a l t hough  summer  ho ld s  i t s  b i rd ing  su rp r i s e s  i n  a  
va r i e t y  o f  sho reb i rd s  wh ich  pa s s  t h rough  C leve l and ;  f a l l ,  i t s  
gu l l s  and  wa t e r fowl ,  and  w in t e r,  i t s  f i nches  and  bo rea l  owl s ,  
I ,  f o r  one ,  w i l l  be  l ook ing  fo rwa rd  t o  nex t  sp r i ng ,  i t s  wa rb l e r  
waves  and  t he  May  Coun t .  -  DONALD A.  S IEBERT 

THE PRECARIOUS LIVES  OF  THE BIRDS 

The  l i ve s  o f  b i rd s  a r e  con t i nua l l y  endange red  by  cond i t i ons  
c r ea t ed  bo th  by  man  and  na tu r e .  Coun t l e s s  t housands  o f  b i rd s  
a r e  l o s t  e ach  yea r  when  t hey  f l y  i n to  l a rge  p i c tu r e  w indows ,  
h igh  bu i l d ings  o r  t r an smi t t i ng  t ower s ,  and  f rom in sec t i c i de s ,  
po l l u t ed  r i ve r s ,  l ake s  and  oceans .  

On  March  18 ,  1967 ,  t he  974  foo t  supe r- t anke r,  To r r ey  
Canyon ,  was  r i pped  open  on  t he  rocks  o f  Seven  S tones  Ree f ,  
f i f t e en  mi l e s  o f f  t he  sou thwes t e rn  t i p  o f  Eng l and ,  spewing  
117 ,000  t ons  o f  c rude  o i l  i n to  t he  b lue  s ea .  A t  l e a s t  100 ,000  
o i l  smea red  s ea  b i rd s  d i ed ,  f o r  t he  o i l y  t i de  s t r uck  i n  t he  
midd l e  o f  t he  b r eed ing  s ea son .  Member s  o f  t he  Auk  f ami ly  wh ich  
b r eed  a long  t he  coas t  su f f e r ed  t he  mos t .  Seven ty - e igh t  pe r  c en t  
o f  t he  un fo r tuna t e  v i c t ims  we re  Gu i l l emo t s  and  n ine t een  pe r  c en t  
Razo rb i l l s .  The  o the r  t h r ee  pe r  c en t  we re  Pu ff i n s ,  Co rmoran t s  
and  K i t t iwakes .*  

Acc iden t s  such  a s  t he  To r r ey  Canyon  d i s a s t e r  a r e  i nev i t ab l e  
bu t  t he i r  un fo r tuna t e  r e su l t s  c an  be  c l ea r ed  up  i n  t ime .  I t  i s  
t he  s l ow  de l i be r a t e  po l l u t i on  c r ea t ed  by  i ndus t r i a l  was t e s  wh ich  
cause  t he  mos t  ha rm  by  k i l l i ng  t he  unde rwa te r  vege t a t i on  and  
mar ine  l i f e  wh ich  t he  b i rd s  u se  a s  a  f ood  supp ly.  A l so ,  t he  
b i rd s ,  t hemse lve s ,  a r e  de s t royed  by  va r i ous  fo rms  o f  bo tu l i sm  
and  o the r  c ause s  d i r ec t l y  l i nked  t o  po l l u t i on .  

On  na tu r e ’s  s i de  o f  t he  co in  a r e  t o rnadoes ,  hu r r i c anes  and  
o the r  sudden  s t o rms  wh ich  may  d i r ec t l y  endange r  t he  l i ve s  o f  t he  
b i rd s .  The  r ea l  e f f ec t  o f  a  hu r r i c ane  o r  o the r  devas t a t i ng  
s t o rm  on  t he  b i rd s  i s  an  i nd i r ec t  one ,  one  wh ich  may  no t  be  f e l t  
un t i l  t h e  fo l l owing  yea r  because  o f  t he  ne s t s  and  young  wh ich  
a r e  de s t royed .  

Th i s  sp r i ng  i n  a  - r e l a t i ve ly  sma l l  s ec t i on  on  t he  wes t  s i de  
o f  C l eve l and  a  f r e ak  ha i l s t o rm  wh ich  l a s t ed  app rox ima te ly  fo r t y -
f i ve  minu t e s  de luged  t he  a r ea  w i th  t ons  o f  l a rge  ha i l s t ones ,  
s t r i pp ing  l e aves  f rom the  t r e e s ,  c l ogg ing  ca t ch  ba s in s  and  
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c aus ing  i n t ens ive  f l ood ing .  When  t he  wa t e r  subs ided ,  many  
S t a r l i ngs  we re  found  i n  t he  two  t o  f ou r  i nch  t h i ck  ma t t i ng  o f  
deb r i s  wh ich  l i t t e r ed  t he  s i dewa lks  and  s t r e e t s .  These  b i rd s  
had  p robab ly  sough t  she l t e r  i n  t he  heavy  canopy  o f  map l e  
l e aves ,  bu t  when  t he i r  p ro t ec t i on  was  de s t royed ,  t hey  we re  
knocked  down  f rom the  t r e e s  by  t he  fo r ce  o f  t he  ha i l .  Du r ing  
t he  cou r se  o f  t he  s t o rm  a  Rob in  was  s een  t r y ing  t o  p ro t ec t  he r  
two  young  f l edg l i ngs  t r apped  on  a  l awn ,  bu t  when  t he  ha i l  be 
came  i n to l e r ab l e  she  f l ed  and  t he  young  we re  de s t royed .  

A l though  t h i s  was  an  i so l a t ed  s t o rm  and  t he  number  o f  
b i rd s  de s t royed  was  nomina l ,  i t  was  v iv id  example  o f  t he  
e f f ec t  s eve r e  wea the r  cond i t i ons  can  have  on  t he  b i rd s  and  t  
he i r  young .  -  DONALD A.  S IEBERT 

* I l l u s t r a t ed  London  News  -  March  30 ,1968  

FROM THE EDITOR’S  NOTEBOOK 

March  24  - Af t e r  two  days  o f  i c e ,  snow,  and  w ind ,  w i th  t he  
t r e e s  we ighed  down  dange rous ly  and  t empe ra tu r e s  hove r ing  i n  t he  
mid - twen t i e s ,  I  sp i ed  an  egg  on  t he  g round  benea th  t he  ne s t  o f  
t he  Mourn ing  Dove .  I  had  no t  s een  he r  on  t he  ne s t  t oday,  so ,  
a s  I  f e a r ed ,  t he  wea the r  was  t oo  s eve re .  Upon  examin ing  t he  
ne s t ,  wh i ch  was  cove red  ove r  w i th  two  i nches  o f  snow,  I  f ound  
ano the r  egg .  Compar ing  t he i r  wh i t enes s  w i th  t he  wh i t enes s  o f  
t he  snow,  I  s aw  the  eggs  we re  o f  a  s l i gh t l y  p ink i sh  ca s t .  

Ap r i l  24  -  Las t  n igh t ,  du r ing  a  s eve re  t hunde r s to rm ,  t he  
Canada  Goose  ne s t  a t op  an  o ld  musk ra t  mound  me t  w i th  d i s a s t e r,  
when  a  dead  t r e e  f e l l  d i r e c t l y  a c ro s s  t he  ne s t .  I  cou ld  s ee  
b roken  eggs  i n  t he  ne s t  and  b i t s  o f  she l l  we re  f l oa t i ng  i n  t he  
wa t e r.  The re  was  no  s i gn  o f  t he  d i s rup t ed  pa i r.  Th i s  wou ld  
have  been  t he  f i r s t  ne s t i ng  on  t he  sma l l  pond  nea r  u s  i n  12  
yea r s .  

Apr i l  28  The  p lumage  va r i a t i ons  o f  t he  Pu rp l e  F inch  p r e sen t  
an  i n t e r e s t i ng  cha l l enge  and  I  j udge  f rom obse rv ing  t he  ones  
t ha t  v i s i t  t h e  f e ede r s  he r e  t ha t  we  have  t h r ee  pa i r.  Two  pa i r  
hav ing  r a spbe r ry  co lo r ed  ma le s  o f  va r i ed  deg ree  and  one  pa i r  
w i th  a  s t r i ped  ma le ,  bu t  w i th  r a spbe r ry  co lo r  s een  on  t he  rump  
when  t he  w ings  a r e  pa r t ed ,  and  a  wash  o f  co lo r  on  t he  c rown  
tha t c an be seen in good light. According to Forbush in B IRDS OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES, “some males may 
always remain in plumage  l i ke  f ema le ;  b i rd  bande r s  and  keepe r s  o f  
av i a r i e s  f i nd  t ha t  mos t  ma l e s  do  no t  a cqu i r e  h ighes t  p lumage  
un t i l  4  o r  5  yea r s  o f  age . ”  

May  2  - Today  I  began  t he  supp l emen ta l  f e ed ing  o f  t he  B lue 
b i rd s  t ha t  have  f i ve  ne s t l i ngs .  The  adu l t s  soon  an t i c i pa t e  t he  
mea lworms  and  g row  exc i t ed  a s  I  app roach  t he  f eed ing  spo t ,  
hove r ing  i n  t he  a i r,  f l u t t e r i ng  t he i r  w ings  and  mak ing  so f t  
c a l l s .  



- 31  - Vo l .  64 ,  No .  2  

May  3  - A  Red - shou lde r ed  Hawk  was  s t and ing  on  t he  pond  edge  a t  
2 :00  t h i s  a f t e rnoon ,  w i th  i t s  t a l ons  i n  t he  mucky  subs t ance .  
As  I  wa t ched  f rom a  d i s t ance  o f  abou t  40  f e e t ,  i t  wa lked  a long  
t he  marg in  and  s t abbed  w i th  i t s  beak  a t  some th ing  i n  t he  wa t e r,  
and  t hen  f l ew  up  t o  a  l imb  abou t  5  o r  8  f e e t  ove r  t he  wa t e r.  
Af t e r  a  sho r t  t ime  i t  f l ew  down  ove r  t he  wa t e r,  i t s  t a l ons  
c r ea t i ng  a  sp l a sh  a s  t hey  s t r uck  t he  su r f ace .  Then  i t  p e r ched  
on  a  5 - foo t  snag  s t and ing  i n  t he  wa t e r.  The  hawk  wen t  down  
aga in  and  I  cou ld  no t  s ee  t he  r e su l t ,  bu t  I  cou ld  s ee  t he  g r een  
a lgae  o r  “ l emna”  on  i t s  b i l l  when  i t  r e t u rned  t o  t he  pe r ch .  

Twice  t he  hawk  was  s t r a f ed  by  ano the r  b i rd  wh i l e  pe r ched  
on  t he  snag ,  and  t he  s t r a f i ng  b i rd  was  so  sw i f t  t ha t  i t  was  
j u s t  a  b lu r  i n  my  b inocu l a r s  bu t  I  be l i eve  i t  was  a  B lue  J ay.  
The  hawk’s  on ly  r eac t i on  was  t o  d r aw  i t s  head  down  in to  i t s  
shou lde r s .  The re  was  a  “ squawk” ,  bu t  I  cou ld  no t  de t e rmine  i f  
i t  c ame  f rom the  hawk  o r  th  e  a t t a ck ing  b i rd .  Af t e r  a  t ime  i t  
f l ew  down  to  a  l og  t ha t  was  ha l f  submerged  i n  t he  wa t e r  and  
aga in  made  a  t r y  a t  some th ing  i n  t he  wa t e r.  I  d id  no t  s ee  t h i s  
l a s t  t r y  t oo  c l ea r l y  bu t  da r ed  no t  move  t o  a  be t t e r  van t age  
po in t .  

On  two  r ecen t  occa s ions  I  have  s een  ac t i v i t y  on  t he  sho re  
o f  t he  pond  t ha t  I  now r ea l i z e  mus t  have  been  t he  hawk  engag ing  
i n  t h i s  “ f i sh ing” .  Acco rd ing  t o  Fo rbush ,  some  Red - shou lde r ed  
Hawks  f eed  on  f rogs  and  f i sh  and  w i l l  even  go  i n to  t he  wa t e r  
f o r  t hem.  

May  7  - As  I  s t opped  t o  v i ew  the  l a s t  i n l e t  on  t he  l ower  pond ,  
an  Amer i can  B i t t e rn  f l u shed  f rom the  t a l l  g r a s s  be tween  t he  ca r  
and  t he  cha in l i nk  f ence  and  wa lked  a long  t he  f ence  s ea r ch ing  
fo r  a  p l ace  t o  ge t  t h rough ,  s eve ra l  t imes  s t i ck ing  i t s  head  and  
neck  t h rough  t he  sma l l  open ings .  Af t e r  wa lk ing  abou t  30  f ee t ,  
w i th  a  ha r sh  c roak  i t  f l ew  up  ove r  a  s t and  o f  p ine s  and  back 
t r acked  t o  l and  a t  a  spo t  no t  more  t han  t h r ee  f ee t  away  f rom a  
ne s t i ng  Canada  Goose ,  wh ich  immed ia t e ly  a s sumed  an  agg re s s ive  
a t t i t ude  and  wa t ched  t he  b i t t e rn  c lo se ly  a s  i t  p r eened  and  
g room ed .  Af t e r  a  sho r t  t ime  t he  b i t t e rn  wa lked  t o  t he  edge  o f  
t he  pond ,  c augh t  a  “ some th ing”  sma l l ,  swa l l owed  i t  w i th  a  gu lp  
and  t hen  t ook  a  d r i nk .  The  goose  was  up r igh t  on  t he  ne s t  and  
f aced  t he  b i t t e rn  a l l  t h e  wh i l e  i t  was  nea r,  bu t  s e t t l ed  down  
on  t he  ne s t  when  t he  b i t t e rn  wa lked  a long  t he  edge  o f  t he  pond .  
The re  was  no  r eac t i on  when  I  s t a r t ed  t he  mo to r  and  d rove  on ,  
a l t hough  I  was  w i th in  40  f ee t .  

May  8  -  I  obse rved  a  Canada  Goose  ne s t  i n  t he  p roce s s  o f  ha t ch 
ing  t h i s  morn ing .  I  cou ld  s ee  a t  l e a s t  t h r ee  gos l i ngs  on  t he  
edge  o f  t he  ne s t  when  t he  pa r en t  became  a l a rmed  and  ca l l ed  
l oud ly  a s  a  C row f l ew  a round  ove r  t he  ne s t .  The  o the r  pa r en t  
c ame  c lo se r  t o  t he  ne s t  and  t he  one  on  t he  ne s t  cove red  a l l  t he  
gos l i ngs  w i th  i t s  body  when  t he  Crow pe rched  on  a  dead  l imb  
d i r ec t l y  ove rhead .  B l ackb i rd s  f l ew  in  and  appea red  t o  t r y  t o  
d ive r t  t he  Crow,  and  when  i t  f l ew  o ff ,  t h e  goose  s t ood  up  and  
t he  gos l i ngs  aga in  moved  abou t .  
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May  11 - Th i s  morn ing  I  nea r l y  d i smi s sed  a s  a  Ch ipp ing  Spa r row  
an  Orange -c rowned  Warb l e r  t ha t  was  s i ng ing  cons t an t l y  a s  i t  f ed  
de l i be r a t e ly  i n  a  c r abapp l e  t r e e .  On  t he  12 th  i t  was  s een  
aga in  i n  t he  s ame  t r e e ,  bu t  s i ng ing  l e s s  o f t en .  On  t he  13 th  i t  
s ang  so f t l y  tw ice  a s  i t  f ed  i n  a  hawtho rn  t r e e  i n  t he  s ame  
a r ea ,  and  t he  o r ange  c rown  was  s een  fo r  t he  f i r s t  t ime .  The  
b i rd  appea red  t o  d i sp l ay  a  “ c r e s t ”  s l i gh t l y  r a i s ed ,  and  a  
r u s ty -o r ange  cap  cou ld  be  s een .  Th i s  was  v i s i b l e  when  t he  
b i rd  f a ced  me  a s  we l l  a s  f r om the  r ea r,  and  was  a  good  s i z ed  spo t .  
I  wa t ched  t he  b i rd  fo r  10  m inu t e s  and  con t i nued  my  wa lk ,  
mak ing  a  c i r c l e ,  encoun t e r i ng  i t  i n  ano the r  hawtho rn  a  sho r t  
t ime  l a t e r.  Pos s ib ly  t he  heavy  fogs  and  mi s ty  r a in  o f  t he  12 th  
and  13 th  he ld  t h i s  b i rd  he r e .  

May  15  - A  Coope r ’s  Hawk  was  d r i nk ing  a t  a  sma l l  wa t e r  ho l e  i n  
t he  deep  woods  t h i s  morn ing .  The  hawk  r a i s ed  i t s  head  up r igh t ,  
t ak ing  a  pos i t i on  much  l i ke  t he  one  i n  wh ich  a  b i t t e rn  o f t en  
s t ands ,  and  t hen  swa l l owed .  I t  a l so  occa s iona l l y  p r e s sed  o r  
c l amped  i t s  b i l l  t oge the r  r epea t ed ly,  a s  t hough  s avo r ing  t he  
t a s t e .  Af t e r  f i ve  minu t e s  i t  f l ew  o ff  s i l en t l y.  

May  22  - Whi l e  paus ing  a t  one  o f  my  obse rva t i on  po in t s  abou t  
noon ,  I  s aw  two  dogs  coming  a round  t he  road  a t  t he  l ower  pond ,  
when  f rom an  unseen  po in t  a  f ema le  Wood  Duck  c ro s sed  t he  road  
i n  f r on t  o f  t he  dogs ,  go ing  t h rough  t he  f ence  and  i n to  t he  
meadow,  f l u t t e r i ng  and  d r agg ing  bo th  w ings  a s  t hough  i n ju r ed .  
She  t hen  wa lked  w i ld ly  t h rough  t he  g r a s s  i n  a  haphaza rd  
f a sh ion ,  and  I  r e a l i z ed  she  was  t r y ing  t o  l e ad  t he  dogs  away,  
so  I  d rove  t hem o ff .  She  sudden ly  r ecove red  and  immed ia t e ly  
f l ew  ac ro s s  t he  road  i n  f r on t  o f  me  t o  t he  a r ea  f rom wh ich  she  
had  f i r s t  appea red  and  f rom whe re  I  had  been  hea r i ng  t he  
r ap id ly  r epea t ed  ca l l s  o f  t he  young  a l l  t h rough  t h i s  d ive r s i ve  
ac t i on .  She  l ed  t hem to  t he  edge  o f  t he  pond  and  i n to  t he  
wa t e r.  I  coun t ed  12  duck l i ngs ,  s eeming ly  no t  more  t han  two  
days  o ld .  

* * * 

I t  i s  w i th  p l ea su re  we  r epo r t  t he  e l ec t i on  o f  
Wi l l i am  A .  K lamm,  a  ve t e r an  member  o f  t he  
K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub  and  a  member  o f  t he  s t a f f  
o f  t he  CLEVELAND BIRD CALENDAR,  t o  t he  o f f i c e  
o f  Trea su re r  o f  t he  Wi l son  Orn i t ho log i ca l  Soc i e ty,  
pub l i she r s  o f  THE WILSON BULLETIN.  
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