
A SUMMER SIGHTING OF PINE GROSBEAK 
(Pinicola enucleator) IN MASSACHUSETTS

by Sheila Carroll and Mark Lynch, Worcester

During our annual summer Berkshire birding weekend this year, we had the 
good fortune to see several Pine Grosbeaks at several locations. Be­
cause we saw a total of eight individuals in a variety of sites, we did 
not think at the time that the sightings would be considered unusual, 
particularly in an area where other high-altitude or northern birds (such 
as the Raven) are known to occur. It wasn't until we returned to 
Worcester and talked with Seth Kellogg and Brad Blodget that we were in­
formed that there were few, if any, summer records of the Pine Grosbeak 
in Massachusetts.

All our sightings occurred at good to excellent range and left no doubt 
in our minds that the birds were in fact Pine Grosbeaks. It should be 
noted that in 1978 and 1979 we made our summer trip to the Berkshires 
at approximately the same time of the season, hiked the same trails, and 
yet never came across a single Pine Grosbeak. Detailed notes on our 
sightings are given below.

7/1 9 /8 0 : Early in the morning at Savoy State Reservation (Florida
State Forest) in a stand of conifers on a small trail that runs west 
off Florida Road under the power lines, while we were observing a group 
of warblers and chickadees, a large, almost robin-sized, grayish bird 
with white wing bars, rather chunky in appearance (especially compared 
to the warblers) and with a heavy bill was noted. All these character­
istics convinced us that this was a Pine Grosbeak female.

About an hour later, proceeding down a dirt road to Tannery Falls,
Savoy State Reservation, we stopped the car when we spotted three large 
red, birds on the road eating something. When we stopped, the birds 
flew a very short distance to some roadside shrubbery. From inside the 
car we quietly observed from a distance of about 10-15 feet using bin­
oculars. The large size, red back, red and gray breast, white wing bars, 
dark wings, and the bill (which we were able to observe very closely) 
convinced us they were adult male Pine Grosbeaks. After approximately 
3-^ minutes the birds flew across the road into a small stand of coni­
fers. We got out of the car and watched them for a few minutes among 
the upper branches, then lost them as they moved further back into the 
woods.

7/2O/8O: About 10 a.m. on Falls Road, south of Bashbish Falls, while
watching a large group of warblers (including Blackpoll and Black- 
throated Green), vlreos, and chickadees, we again saw a large grayish 
bird with white wing bars. It appeared in the same plvimage as the 
first bird seen the previous day. We had good views at a reasonable 
range. It was undoubtedly a female Pine Grosbeak.

7/2I/8O: Two more adult males were seen at Notchview Reservation,
Windsor, on the Mushroom Trail. The striking red color, red and gray­
ish breast, wing color, hefty appearance, wing bars, and bill were all 
easily, observed. Just as we were leaving the trails at Notchview Res­
ervation, we spotted another adult male preening in the red spruce 
grove. All details mentioned above were noted.
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FORBUSH BIRD CLUB - WORCESTER SCIENCE. CENTER 

BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

AWARDS - (ist)Edward Howe Forbush Award and $50; (2nd)Award Ribbon and $25;
(3rd)Award Ribbon and $15- 

ENTRY PROCESS:
I.

2 .
3.

5.
6 . 
7.

Obtain entry f o m  from Worcester Science Center, 222 Harrington Way, 
Worcester, MA Ol6oU.
Entry fee is $3.00»per entry.
Prints should be mounted or matted, not framed. Composite pictures, 
multiple prints and collages are not eligible.
Entries must be no smaller than 8 X 10 or no larger than l6 X 20, 
including mat. The prints should be no smaller than 35 sq.in. 
Deadline is Monday, February 2, 1981.
Participants may be asked to submit proof of originality.
Photos not dealing with the subject of birds will not be accepted.

FTJRTHER INFORMATION - Worcester Science Center (6i t ) 791-9211

A FREE 16 pp. catalogue full of helpful tips 
on attracting wild birds to your yard is yours for 
the asking from Hyde Bird Feeder Co. The cat­
alogue also describes selected wild bird feeders and 
foods for wild birds as well as popular reference 
books. Hyde is the country's foremost manufac­
turer of wild bird products.
All Hyde products are sanct­
uary tested and proven and 
are guaranteed to provide 
hours of excitement in any 
yard.
For yourself or for a gift that 
keeps on giving write NOW to

HYDE
BIRD FEEDER CO.
BOX K168 56 FELTON ST.
WALTHAM, MASS. 02254
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THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS
A delicate little dictionary of flowers, lovingly 
compiled in a gentler time, by a devoted husband 
as a gift for his wife. Full color facsimile edition 
printed in England lists over seven hundred flow­
ers and their meanings, charmingly handscripted 
with delicate water-coloured flowers and plants 
bordering each page. A book to own, to give with 
love. $6.50 ppd.

THE YEOMAN GROUP
946 Madison Avenue New York, N.Y. 10021

PEREGRINE presents its ****SPRING 1981 TOUR SCHEDULE**** With great pride we offer 9 superlotive 
Birding and W ild life  Tours In traditional A .B .A . areas, 4 tours In b ird -rich  Central America, plus 2 a ll-new  
Innovative natural history tours. Tour units w ill be small with no more than 6-8 participants per leader. Our 
new staff is dedicated to bringing participants the optimum birding and natural history experience ovailob le . 
For maximum enjoyment o f man, b ird , & beast, join us In the spirit o f camaraderie on one of the following 
fine tours.

CO-SPONSORED BY THE A .B .A . :
BEN FELTNER'S TEXAS EXTRAVAGANZA (18 April -  5 May) 

A .B .A . AREA FAVORITES:

Ben Feltner’s

P eregrine, Inc.
Natural I listoiy and T()urs

Tropical Texas and Whooping Crane 
Texas H ill Country 
Southeastern Texas 
South Florida & Dry Tortugas 
Point Pelee & Kirtlond's Warfeler 
Southeast Arizona 
Churchill & Southern Manitobo 
Pacific Northwest

SELECTED CENTRAL AMERICAN TOURS: 
Eastern Mexico 
Western Mexico 
Col ima 
Panama

GENERAL NATURAL HISTORY TOURS:

(19 -  22 March)
(27 -  29 March)
(26 March -  8 April)
(10 -  16 May)
(9 -  17 Moy)
(16 -  24 May)
(6 -  14 June)
(7 -  20 July)

(27 Dec '80 -  11 Jan '81) 
(31 Jan -  9 Feb)
(10 Feb -  16 Feb)
(15 Feb -  1 March)

East Texos Nature Tour (36 April -  3 Moy)
. . . . emphasis on wildflowers, trees, and natural history 
Southern Sea of Cortez (19 -  26 Jan)
....em phasis on pelagic mammals and birds, 7 day cruise

For immediate response to o il requests for information, write:

Secretary, PEREGRINE, IN C ., P.O .Box 3062, Houston, Texas 77001. or phone C13) 520-7747
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