
PROPOSED CHANCES AT PARKER RIVER N.W.R.

This pa3t sxammer the manager o f the Psirker River National W ild life  Refuge, 
Mr. George Gavutis, submitted a report proposing ten significant chemges 
for the refuge. Information regarding these proposala was not vide ly d is- 
seminated; many individuáis who regularly v is it  the refuge are therefore 
not adeguately informe! as to  the nature and magnitude o f the changes con
témplate!. We have only recently learned o f the scope o f these proposals 
through the e ffo r ts  o f Mr. John Grugan, o f Boston, who has prepared a 
10-page personal evaluation o f their environmental impact. Space does not 
permit us to publish either the complete text o f the "planned actions 
and the accompanying 39-page environmental assessment prepared by the re
fuge management, or the response by Mr. Grugan. However, we are able to 
present our own synopsis o f the action planned fo r the refuge, based on 
the report submitted by Mr. Gavutis.
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Headquarters Complex Project (to  be located at the present sub-head- 
quarters area, known as the "Warden's.")
a. Construct 2500 sq. f t .  headquarters building, with 30 parking 

spaces.
b. Construct 5000 sq. f t .  maintenance building, with 20-30 parking 

spaces.
c. Construct 5000 sq. f t .  v is ito r  contact station, including "open 

space area" (indoors) to accommodate 250 people, with parking 
spaces fo r 75-100 cars and buses.

d. Construct three-bedroom residence (approximately 1300 sq. f t . ) .
e. Paving and landscaping.
Road and Dike Projects
a. Widen main road by U f t .
b . Pave main road and parking lo ts .
c. In s ta ll concrete wheel stops in parking lo ts .
d. Protect and reinforce dike slopes.
e. Construct water control structiires fo r Stage Island and North 

Pool dikes.
Comfort Station Project
a. Convert seasonal bathhouse at Parking Lot #1 to a ll-year ccmfort 

station.
Gatehouse Project
a. Construct gatehouse o f "adequate s ize" at refuge entrance.
b. Construct v is ito r  contact center able to accommodate 6 people at 

parking lo t .
Hellcat T ra il Projects
a. Upgrade current prim itive sanitary fa c i l i t ie s .
b. Enlarge parking lo t  to accommodate school buses.
c. Replace current blind and add a second.
d. Remove current s tee l sightseeing tower.
e. Make additions to boardwalk.

Construct exhibits, interpretive displays, observation blinds, board- 
walks, and increase parking capacity at Petrking Lots # 10 and #11. 
Expand open storage area, east o f sub-headquarters, by 50¡í.
Construct l-l/4-m ile boardwalk, to i le ts ,  and an observation blind, and
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gravel parking lo ts in area between Parker River and Mud Creek.
10. Construct paved road to , and in s ta ll, two concrete slab boat ramps 

l/U-mile southeast o f refuge entrance.

Mr. McAndrews, o f the regional U.S. Fisb and W ild life  o f f ic e ,  has informad 
US that funding has been obtained for project 1 and 2 , and that a funding 
request has been submitted for project U. No funding requests have yet 
been submitted fo r the other proposals. Mr. McAndrevs also indicates 
that there has been discussion regarding the "downsizing" o f the v is ito r  
contact canter proposed for the new headquarters area, from 5000 to 2000 
sq. f t . ,  with space for only Y5 people and 35 cars.

We urge everyone to learn more about these proposed changas and to express 
the ir opinions to the refuge management and the regional o ffic e  o f the Fish 
and W ild life  Service. The specific  proposals and an accompanying environ- 
mental assessment can be examinad at the current refuge headquarters at 
the north end o f Plum Island, or a copy may be acquired by writing Mr. 
Howard Larsen, Regional Director, U.S. Fish and W ild life  Service, 1 Gateway 
Canter, Hewton Córner, Mass. 02158.
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Will Russell, Davis Finch, 
Rich Stallcup

We offer a 6th year of birding trips to our 
favorite places in the U.S., Cañada, México,
Costa Rica and Western Europe. For 
information, please write:

NORTHEAST BIRDING
SEAL HARBOR, MAINE 04675
207-276-3963

FOR SALE: H.D. Minot's The Land-Birds and Game-Birds o f New England.
1895 (second edition, edited by William Brewster). This classic gives 
a c r it ic a ! appraisal o f bird l i f e  at the turn o f the century, a must for 
collectors and serious students o f Massachusetts ornithological history. 
Also, E. H. Forbush's Birds o f Massachusetts, Vol. I ,  1925. Contact 
Mrs. Lyman S. Rayes, I 9 Gypsy T ra il, Weston, MA. 0¿193. Tel. 89i*-lil70.

FOR SALE: 10 x 50 Bushnell Brookfield Binoculars, including case. Re-
cently cleaned and aligned by Bushnell, there is  one year l e f t  on the 
warranty. $50 or best o ffe r . Write Anne Clarke, P.O. Box 212, Rindge, 
N.H. O3U61.

FOR SAT'P; 8 X  60 Leitz Binoculars, lik e  new. $350. Contact Alien H. 
Morgan, Executive Vice President, Massachusetts Audubon Society, Lincoln, 
MA. 01773. Tel. 259- 9500.
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