
SUMMARY FOR JANUARY, 1977

Thls was the twelfth coldest January in 107 years of offlclal record, 
with the temperature averaglng 23.3°F, 5.9“ below normal, with a low 
of 3“ on the 18th. No January thaw occurred, the temperature cllmbed 
above 40“ on only two occaslons and then only briefly. Low temperaturas 
were often accompanled by strong wlnds, which caused bitterly coid 
wlndchlll condltlons. Ralnfall totalled 4.41", with 1.71" on the lOth 
belng the heaviest single fall. Snow accumulation totalled 23.2",
11.2" more than average and the most for the month of January since 
1966. On the 7th, 13.8" fell during a NE gale for the second greatest 
24-hour' accumulation on record. This was the first January since 1948 
with measurable snow cover all month. Total snow accumulation for 
thls wlnter now stands at 41.4", double the past average and nearly 
equal to the whole season's normal. Most unusual was a thunderstorm 
Jan. 28 brlnglng heavy rain and hlgh wlnds to Massachusetts.

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS

On Jan. 1, a blrd identified as an Immature Arctlc Loon in baslc 
plumage was studied near Wood's Hole from aboard the Nantucket ferry 
(DJA,RWS//). During January, a slight Influx of Red-necked Grebes was 
apparent along the coast from Cape Ann to Manomet, the hlgher coimts 
being 26 at Brant Rock Jan. 2 (WRP), 17 at Manomet Jan. 10 (WRP), and 
17 at Rockport Jan. 10 (JWB). A spectacular count of 300+ Northern 
Fulmars was made from shore at Ist Encounter Beach in Eastham followlng 
a NE gale Jan.̂  8 (CAG,BN), while maxlma on Georges Bank were 1200 in 
the Northeast"channel Jan. 24th and 3000 further to the Southwest 
Jan. 26 (KP for MBO). Of these and the Eastham birds, the vast majority 
(90%+) were in the light phase, in contrast to the high percentage of 
dark-phased individuáis r-ecorded earlier in the fall in Massachusetts 
waters, lending support to the theory suggested in the October summary 
that Fulmars present at this season are comprlsed of the more southerly 
breedlng Eastern Atlantic populatlon (nomínate glacialls), in which 
the light phase predomlnates in a similar ratio, while the early fall 
influx Involves the western Atlantic form. Collecting, therefore, may 
prove invaluable to determine the true picture. An extraordlnary late 
Sooty Shearwater was carefully studied in "the Gulf of Maine" Jan. 27 
(KP for MBO) representing one of the very few mld-wlnter records for 
the specles in New England. Two Double-crested Cormorants persisted 
on Nantucket untll at least the 2nd (RRV,CSS), followlng a comparatlvely 
hlgh number of sightings in December.

HERONS

A Snowy Egret at Buzzard's Bay Jan. 5 (N.Wheelock) was almost certainly 
the same individual present there on the CBC (Dec. 18th), and a total 
of 38 Black-crowned Night Herons remalned through January, all on the 
southeastem coastal plain. Two American Bitterns lingered at Eastham 
untll Jan. 15 and at least one at the same location until the 29th (WRP).
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WATERFOWL

A "Rlchardson* s" Ganada Goose appeared in a mixed flock of feral and 
wlld birds at Town Cove, Orleans Jan. 26, where it remained into 
February (M.Holland & v.o.). This form (Branta canadensls hutchlnsll) 
may be an early derlvatlve of the same ancestral stock as the palé 
Atlantic birds (nomínate canadensls), belng very small (cióse to the 
slze of a Mallard), llght In coloratlon wlth a palé breast, a short 
stubby bilí and wlth the whlte of the cheeks usually contlnuous across 
the chin, and seldom even a hlnt of a whlte collar at the base of the 
neck. Grlscom and Snyder State "Due to the complete change In our 
concepta of the subspeclflc varlatlons of the cañada goose, the Identlty 
of the subspecles Involved In numerous records from 1836 on of small 
Ganada Geese Is uncertaln." There Is but one speclmen from the State, 
from Brldgewater, October 8th, 1910 (Wllllam Brewster)•

Numbers of wlnterlng waterfowl typlcally conflned to freshwater were 
substantlally depleted by the freeze-up In mld-December, although 18 
Individual Gadwall survlved the flrst perlod of coid weather, two of 
whlch were found as far north as Newburyport Jan. 2nd (H.D'E.).
Plntall totalled 35 throughout the State, and a single Blue-wlnged 
Teal survlved the entlre month In Sandwich (REP), where that specles 
has regularly llngered Into January over the last three years. Three 
adult male European Wlgeon were noted on the Nantucket CBC Jan. 2nd 
(DJA,RWS), and another was present In Buzzard's Bay Jan. 16th (D.Brlggs). 
The specles most adversely affected by the harsh weather was Redhead 
whlch vanlshed from most malnland localltles by early January and on 
Nantucket, where they normally reach concentratlons of several hundred 
at thls season, the CBC total was a meager 77. However, two adult 
drakes were seen on the ocean at Plum Island Jan 23rd (RRV). Two 
Barrow's Goldeneyes were present throughout the month at Newburyport 
(v.o.) and one In Chatham Jan. 16th-29th (WWB). Harlequln Ducks 
returned to thelr tradltlonal haunts at Magnolia and East Orleans 
where flocks of 7 and 3 respectlvely were recorded Intermlttently 
throughout the month (v.o.). Of flve Klng Elders reported, one female 
at Nantucket Jan. Ist was unusual for that locallty (DJA,RWS). Unllke 
Harlequln Duck, Klng Eider Is decldedly scarcer on the Coastal plaln 
than on the malnland. Several observers were startled on a Crossing 
of Nantucket Sound Jan. Ist by an apparently puré albino scoter, 
probably a Whlte-wlnged, whlch was seen slttlng on the water and then 
flopplng away from the ferry near Cross Rlp Shoal (MK,RSH,RWS#).

RAPTORS

Goshawks continué to Increase locally, as 16 were recorded thls month 
from wldely scattered localltles, cf. 0,11,6,7 for the last four 
Januarles. By comparlson, three Cooper's Hawks were reported, one 
Immature at Eastham throughout the month, an adult at Nantucket Jan. 2 
(TL) and an adult at Concord on the same day (CBC). Three Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks were evldently wlnterlng In Brldgewater (GRF,WRP), and a 
single blrd was seen In Andover Jan. 9 (HWF). Rough-legged Hawks 
numbered 29 thls January (cf. 0,16,11,7 slncc 1973) Indlcatlng a 
slgnlflcant Influx thls wlnter even conslderlng the posslblllty of 
dupllcatlon of reporta, whlch is hopefully at a mínimum. The whlte 
phased Gyrfalcon discovered in December at the Plum Island marshes
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continuad there throughout the month, though was only observad spora- 
dlcally by duck hunters and the refuge personnel. Desplte the abundant 
dlfflcultles confrontlng compllers o£ separatlng the legitímate wlnter 
Merllns £rom the mlsldentl£led ones, enough reports continué to emanate 
£rom the southeastern Coastal plaln (Nantucket In particular) to 
strongly suggest thelr regular occurrence there, at least Into early 
January. Flve Individuáis were competently ldentl£led on the Nantucket 
CBC Jan. 2 (EFA,RRV) and one adult was £ound In Eastham Jan. 25 (WRP).
An Immature Bald Eagle was observad £eedlng on the lee o££ Ist Encounter 
Beach, Eastham on the 14th (FAB,FB).

BOBWHITE THROUGH SHOREBIRDS

Four to £lve Bobwhlte were recorded £rom Lancaster, a £lrst £or that 
area In recent years (HM). A Sandhlll Grane was discovered In a 
Brldgewater corn£leld Jan. 20 (Robert & Nadlne Tlmberlake), where It 
remalned untll the 22nd to be care£ully studled and photographed In 
color by numerous observers. Ampie brown £eather edglng In the wlng 
coverts suggested a hatchlng-year blrd. A Clapper Rail at Eastham 
Jan. 15 (WEP) was unlque £or the State, although 7 Virginia Ralis were 
notad throughout the month, one as £ar north as Ipswlch. A Common 
Galllnule llngered at Nantucket untll at least the 2nd (DJA,RWS) 
desplte the harsh condltlons. A single Kllldeer was seen In Plymouth 
Jan. 1 (GAW), whlle a second Individual perslsted In Brldgewater untll 
the lAth, where It obtalned £ood at a plg £arm (MK). Three American 
Woodcock were recorded on the Nantucket CBC Jan. 2 (MJL,CSS), and 
three were present In Well£leet the same day (BN,CAG). Common Snlpe 
totalled 22 £or January.

SKÜA THROUGH ALCIDS

Two skuas (sp?) were observed on Georges Bank Jan. 30 (KP £or MBO).
Due to the recent specl£lc separatlon o£ Catharacta skua skua and 
C. a. mccormlckll Into C . skua and C ■ mccormlckll (or Northern Skua 
and South Polar Skua) combinad wlth the uncertalnty regardlng specl£lc 
£leld ldentl£lcatlon o£ the two £orms, all such reports shall be 
Usted as skua (sp?), unless convlnclngly ldentl£led as elther specles. 
It seems llkely that most skuas encountered locally, partlcularly In 
June - Sept. are actually South Polar Skuas, whlch Is supported by 
recent speclmens as well as re-examlnatlon o£ extant speclmens In 
collectlons. The Northern Skua, whlch breeds In the vlclnlty o£
Brltaln and Iceland Is actually a scarce blrd. Glaucous Gulls totalled 
11 at Coastal localltles, one Inland at Natlck on the 2nd (EWT) and 3 
on Georges Bank Jan. 25 (KP £or MBO). Iceland Gulls at Newburyport 
bullt up to 60+ Jan. 23 (RRV), o£ whlch 2nd-wlnter blrds predomlnated 
by 75%, and the máximum count £rom Cape Ann was 30+ Jan. 16 (JN,JWB). 
Further south, 9 were recorded on the Nantucket CBC (RRV), and on 
Georges Bank, a total o£ 17 were counted between the 21st-31st (KP £or 
MBO). Black-headed Gulls oceurred in lower than normal numbers and 
never congregated at thelr tradltlonal locales at Newburyport and 
Boston Harbors. Two separata individuáis were seen In Wellfleet 
Jan. 22; an adult on the ocean side (WWB), and an immature in the bay 
(N.Mazzarese)< For the second consecutive wlnter, a flock o£ 1500- 
2500 Bonaparte's Gulls £ed In a tidal rip at Slasconset, Nantucket,
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where the species has nevar prevlously been recordad so abundantly 
(EFA,RRV//). The flock contalned at least 3 Llttle Gulls, 2 immatures 
and one adult (EFA,MJL,RRV), a species whlch flrst occurred there in 
February, 1976. Almost invariably drlven inshore by easterly storms, 
Black-legged Kittlwakes were noted in numbers from land on the 7th, 
when 2382 were counted passlng Rockport (AWN,AGS), on the 8th when 
2000 were estimated in Cape Cod Bay from Eastham (BN.CAG), and on the 
16th when 500 were estimated off Provlncetown (RRV,MJL).

Exceedingly larga numbers of alclds, in particular Thlck-bllled Murres, 
continuad to be reportad throughout the month from numerous maritime 
vantage polnts. A changa from the sltuatlon in December, when virtually 
all of the non-oiled alcids reportad were Thlck-billed Murres, was 
evldent in that substantial numbers of Razorbills were noted as well.
The hlghest counts were made followlng major storms from the east and 
northeast on the 8th and 15th-16th. On the 8th at Ist Encounter Beach 
in Eastham 300 Razorbills, 1500 Thick-bllled Murres, 6+ Dovekies and 8 
Common Puffina were recordad (BN,CAG), on the 15th at Orleans 500 
Razorbills and only 2 Thlck-billed Murres (WRP), and the next day at 
Race Point, Provincetown, were 800 Razorbills, 2 Common Murres (1 not 
olled), 4000 Thick-bllled Murres and 1200 unldentified alcids (RRV,MJL). 
At least 9 oiled Common Murres washed ashore on the outer Cape and 
Nantucket after presumably acquiring the oil on the Nantucket Shoals 
(v.o.), and in addltlon, apparently un-olled individuáis were sean at 
Rockport on the 6th and 13th (MHM). In additlon to the aforementloned 
Dovekies, one was seen at Rockport on the 2nd (RHS,LT), one at Ipswlch 
on the 9th (JN), and three at Rockport on the 16th (JN,JWB). Black 
Guillemots remained throughout the month in the viclnity of Provlncetown 
Harbor (BN). Black Guillemots have been reportad more and more fre- 
quently from the South Shore, the outer Cape and Nantucket in the last 
five years.

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS

Only three Snowy Owls were reportad during the month; two in the Plum 
Island reglón throughout the month (v.o.) and one at Gloucester Jan. 19 
(F.Steadman). Most likely the result of the heavy snow accumulations 
which concealed their food supply, numerous owls typical of woodland 
habitats were found in urban areas. Two or three separata Barred Owls 
roosted in deciduous traes around the Harvard and M.I.T. campusas in 
Cambridge, Jan. 2-25 (v.o.), and single Long-eared Owls were present 
brlefly in Cambridge (E.Johnson) and Everett (F.Hoenig) on the 3rd. 
Additlonal Long-eared Owls were seen on Nantucket Jan. 2 (RRV,MJL), at 
Wellfleet throughout the month (WWB) and in a suburban section of 
Hlngham from the 15th on (Thatcher;RPE#). At least seven individual 
Saw-whet Owls occurred in urban localities scattered throughout the 
State, and two were heard calllng repeatedly on Naptucket, in the same 
forest in which they have bred in recent years, on the 2nd (TL,RSH,RRV#), 
Most exclting to those fortúnate enough to see It was the appearance 
of a Great Cray Owl in Andover on Jan. 5. During its brief two day 
vlsit, it was observad perchlng in low deciduous growth bordarIng a 
fleld, and was clearly and Identifiably photographed (JRK,WCD,RAF,RRV). 
At very rare intervals, so-called "flights" of these blrds are drlven 
southward and eastward to New England, probably due to inaccessabillty
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of food within their normal ranga. The only fllghts of any proportion 
known in ornithologlcal history occurred in the winters of 1842-43 
(when one bird was taken as far south as Stratford, CT), and in 1890- 
91. During the latter flight, ornlthologist Wllliam Brewster notad 
that "throughout eastern Maine, these owls were killed In such numbers 
that a single taxidermist received no less than 27 specimens." This 
great flight just barely extended to eastern and central Massachusetts, 
with specimens taken in Townsend, Groton and Winchendon. Single 
specimens were also taken in various other non-flight years here in 
Massachusetts; a total or 25 before the turn of the century. Few 
Great Grays have appeared in Massachusetts this century, sight records 
being separated by decades, the most recent being the infamous Gilí 
bird discovered by Vose and Dwelley on 1/22/73 which remained there 
through mid-March, 1973. A female Red-bellied Woodpecker spent the 
entire month at a feeder in Adamsville (CW), a female was reported 
from Natick on the Ist (Biggart); the bird previously reported from 
Eastern Pt., Gloucester remained until at least the 27th, and a fourth 
was found in Barnstable on the 30th (CAG). Three Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers somehow managed to survive well into January, although none 
north of Boston; one in Scituate on the Ist (MFL,BAL), one at Wellfleet 
on the 12th (WWB) and the third at Sandwich from the 19th-31st (RFP).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS

An Eastern Phoebe in Bridgewater on the lOth was unique in the State 
(LR). A roost of over 1500 Common Crows was discovered on Bellview 
Hill, West Roxbury and 1537 were reported on the Concord CBC. Note 
the accompanying table of passerine totals for the Concord CBC which 
was on Jan. 2 this year, from which it can be seen that Blue Jays and 
Chickadees have recovered from a low in 1975. The Information is 
really too limitad to infer anything about the status of Tufted Titmouse, 
while Red-breasted Nuthatch has remained constant over the last three 
years. Carolina Wrens, experiencing peak populations in their centers 
of abundance, were recorded north to Concord and Littleton on the CBC, 
in Lexington on the 7th (PNF) and in Ipswich on the 16th (H.Cole).
Two Long-billed Marsh Wrens on Nantucket Jan. 2 (SZ,CJ) were the only 
ones reported.

1973 1974 1975 1976

Blue Jay 2082 1443 1162 2054
B.C.Chickadee 2053 1994 1757 2149
Tufted Titmouse 251 409 288 502
Red-breasted Nut. 32 13 12 12
Mockingbird 64 77 139 171
Am. Robin 168 46 80 229
Cardinal 140 127 195 260
Eve. Grcsbeak 148 209 524 496
White-thr. Sparrow 324 117 177 831

Above is a table of Concord CBC totals since 1973.
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From the Concord CBC data, It la evldent that Mocklngblrds continué to 
Increase markedly In that area, and that a saturatlon level has not 
been reached, and probably wlll not be reached as the contlnued clearlng 
o£ land goes on In that area. Robín ntmbers dwlndled thls month 
followlng an exceedlngly strong fall mlgratlon and subsequent hlgh 
number of blrds llngerlng Into December, although Concord's CBC total 
of 229 was stlll slgnlflcantly very much hlgher than the totals for 
prevlous years. The Concord and Nantucket CBC's Usted 5 and 10 
Hermlt Thrushes, respectlvely; 9 others were noted throughout the 
State. Most unusual was a flock o£ 10 Eastern Blueblrds on Nantucket, 
Jan. 2 where the specles does not nest (TL,JS). Although wlnter 
Blueblrds are quite regular on Cape Cod, they are scarce on Nantucket, 
partlcularly In recent years. In addltlon, 5 Blueblrds were reported 
from Bedford (L.Brooks). Followlng an unusually strong fall mlgratlon,
6 Water Plplts were recordad on Nantucket Jan. 2 (RRV,SZ,CJ), and 2-4 
were present at a cow farm In Brldgewater Jan. 16-31 (WRP#). Two 
Bohemlan Waxwlngs were found feedlng on Vlburnum berrles In Llttleton 
on the Concord CBC Jan. 2, where they remalned untll the 8th when the 
berrles had been consumed, and a single blrd appeared In Lexlngton on 
the 25th (Dlane Millar). Cedar Waxwlngs, In contrast, were decldedly 
absent throughout the State, the largest flock belng one of 35+ at 
Hanover Jan. 3 (GRF). Northern Shrlkes numbered 10 In January, (cf. 
13,7,7,9) for the last four years, Indlcatlng a cióse to normal fllght.
A Loggerhead Shrlke was metlculously descrlbed at GMNWR on the Concord 
CBC Jan. 2 (JFK,PSM). Single Orange-crowned Warblers occurred on Cape 
Cod at E. Orleans Jan. 2 and at Chatham Jan. 5 (CAG,BN), and along 
wlth Yellow-rumped, constltuted the only warbler specles reported In 
January.

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH FRINGILLIDS

MIMIDS THROUGH WARBLERS

The larger flocks of apparently wlnterlng Rusty Blackblrds were 16 on 
Nantucket Jan. 2 (RRV), 13 In Concord on the same day (CBC), 18 at S. 
Peabody the 18th-27th (RSH) and 22 In Barnstable Jan. 16 (REP). A 
flock of 500 Common Grackles present throughout the month In Orleans 
was unusually large especlally conslderlng the nature of the wlnter's 
weather (BN). The Rose-breasted Grosbeak dlscovered at a feeder In 
Hudson succund>ed to the weather on Jan. 5 and Is now a speclmen at MAS 
(Sharon Ford). January Dlckclssels numbered 6; In Scltuate Jan. 1 
(LB), on Nantucket lan. 2 (CSS), In Gloucester Jan. 6 (S.Howard), In 
Brldgewater Jan. 16 (RAF), In Chatham the same day (CAG) and In Provlnce- 
town Jan. 29 (RRV). January Dlckclssels have numbered 4,3,3,2 slnce 
1974. A total of 120 Purple Finches on the Concord CBC was slgnlfl­
cantly hlgher than recent years; they have totalled 101,33,41,88 slnce 
1974. House Finches continué to spread westward wlth a few now In 
Groton (J.Clancy) and 2-6 In Lancaster (HM). The wlnter flnch popu- 
latlon was very low wlth only one report of Common Redpoll, from 
Carllsle (KJH). Fine Slsklns totalled a scant 9 on the Concord CBC 
(cf. 1,127,4,375 slnce 1974). A Whlte-wlnged Crossblll In Wellfleet 
Jan. 2 (CAG,BN) was unlque. Rufous-slded Towhees numbered a slgnlfl­
cantly hlgh 28 (cf. 8,41,6,7 slnce 1974).
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A single "Ipswlch" Savannah Sparrow was sean Jan. 1 on Duxbury Beach 
(WRP), and Savannah Sparrows totalled 62 on the Nantucket CBC. Most 
Interestlng was the Grasahopper Sparrow at North Wellfleet Jan. 2 and 
agaln on the 5th (DMcN). This specles has been reported In late 
December and early January for three years consecutively now in Massa- 
chusetts. Two Chlpplng Sparrows were found on Nantucket Jan. 2 (RRV,CSS) 
and one contlnued in bancaster (HM) . Seventeen White-crowned Sparrows 
were reported durlng the month - seven of them on the Nantucket CBC. 
Reporta of White-throated Sparrows continuad in phenomenal numbers, 
the ratlo belng 7-1 on the Concord CBC over the last year's total of 
177 (see chart).

The McCown'a Longspur was certalnly the highllght of the month. The 
bird was flrat dlscovered in a cornfield in Bridgewater on Jan. 9, by 
Wayne R. Petersen and it remalned there until January 26. It was 
banded by Kathleen S. Anderaon of Manomet Bird Observatory on the 
23rd. For more detalla on this record see Bird Observer vol. 4, #6, 
p.l63, The bird was olearly photographed in the hand by Slbley Higgln- 
botham (see photo this Issue).
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