
THE BIRD OBSERVER SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER, 1976

September in  Boston was quite dry, s lig h tly  on the warm side and blessed with abundant sun
shine. The temperature averaged 6U.9°» being the warmest since September, 1972. The high 
was 88° on the lUth, the low temperature was h6° on the 29th; no records were broken. Frost 
was noted on the 25th and 29th at some inland lo c a l i t ie s .  The to ta l p recip ita tion  was 1 .56", 
,1 . 60" below normal and the lowest since 1971-

The most marked trends noted during September involved huge numbers o f  pelagic species which 
moved in to the l i t t o r a l  waters o f  Cape Cod and Nantucket at mid month and remained to  feed 
there w ell in to  November. The situation  climaxed on September 20, when 2000+ Greater 
Shearwaters were estimated o f f  Monomoy (to  the v irtu a l exclusion o f  Cory’ s ) .  On the same day 
1000+ Cory's Shearwaters were estimated f ly in g  by Nantucket in  the early  morning hours un
accompanied by Greaters! As the f a l l  progressed, counts o f  th is  magnitude o f  Greater Shear
waters were made along the length o f  the outer Cape, as w ell as in  Cape Cod Bay. As the birds 
were present in  these numbers c lo se  to  shore almost d a ily , i t  can be assumed that they were 
feeding upon the enormous numbers o f  squid present in  these waters throughout the summer. 
Fishermen throughout southern New England reported an almost unprecedented number o f  squid 
in  shallow coasta l waters th is  year. During the la tte r  part o f  the summer, an eddy broke 
free  from the Gulf Stream and approached c lose  enough to  the coast o f  Massachusetts (actually  
sk irtin g  the southern edge o f  Georges Bank) to  actually  warm the lo c a l surface temperatures 
su bstan tia lly . This may have been d ir e c t ly  responsible for  the renewed abundance o f  Cory's 
Shearwaters in  our area, fo llow ing th e ir  drastic decline in  the years 1970-1975* In addition , 
C ory's Shearwaters were recorded th is  year in  the Bay o f  Fundy and east o f  Nova S cotia , con
siderably north o f  th e ir  normal range, as th is  species shows close  a f f in ity  to  the warmer 
waters ty p ica l o f  the more southern la titu des .

Of the southern herons, Louisianas to ta lle d  h fo r  the month ( c f .  5>0,2,0 fo r  the la s t  four 
y ea rs ). This was the f i r s t  year that the species has been found breeding in  the s ta te , and 
a lso  represents i t s  northernmost breeding record.

Among the ty p ica l migrant waterfowl a rriva ls  during the month, a European Wigeon at Nantucket 
and 2 Snow Geese in  Kingston were noted.

Of s ix  separate Cooper's Hawks reported, the f iv e  along the outer ©oast can sa fe ly  be assumed 
to  be migrants, but th e ir  o r ig in  is  very questionable. I t  cannot be overemphasized how rare 
th is  species has become in  New England in  recent years. I t  may not nest north o f  Massachusetts 
at a l l .  An adult Bald Eagle was seen in  Haverhill on the 25th. At lea st 13 Peregrine Falcons 
flew  over eastern Massachusetts th is  month, compared to  the l+,5»8+ o f  the la s t  three years 
resp ective ly .

B la ck -b e llied  Plovers occurred in  perhaps s lig h tly  higher than normal numbers th is, f a l l ,  
fo llow ing a record high spring migration. Without any doubt the most spectacular record o f  
the month (or o f  the year for  that matter) was that o f  a Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata)
.diich frequented Monomoy Island from the 19th-29t.h, during which period i t  was seen by many 
and id e n tifia b ly  photographed in  co lo r . This not only constitutes the f i r s t  state record 
but the 2nd record tor North America, the only previous record being o f  an individual shot 
by a market gunner on Long Island , N.Y. in  1853* The lo ca tion , date and c o lle c to r  are unknown 
or l o s t .  Complementary to  th is  record, a Whimbrel o f  the nominate phaeopus race, o f  s t r ic t ly  
P a learctic  d is tr ib u tion , was seen at Plum Island on the 1st. One or two Curlew Sandpipers 
were present on Plum Island fo r  the duration o f  the month, d ifferences in  plumage suggesting 
the presence o f  more than one individual. Western Sandpipers were extremely scarce th is  
month, with only one individual b ird  con fidently  id e n tifie d  ( c f .  175519»8 fo r  previous 3 
y ea rs ), although th is  may r e f le c t  in  part observers' growing reluctance to  id en tify  th is  
d i f f i c u l t  species in the f ie ld .

An average migration o f  jaegers was noted, although a Skua from shore at Provincetown was 
noteworthy, as sightings inshore o f  th is  species continue to  be scarce, despite i t s  apparent 
frequence on the offsh ore  banks during the summer months. Two early Iceland Gulls were ob
served on Plum Island, p ossib ly  representing summering individuals from la s t  winter. An 
adult Franklin 's Gull occurred on Monomoy on the 11th; 2 other state records f a l l  on approxi
mately th is  date including an immature b ird  la s t year at Newburyport. An adult Sabine's Gull 
was found in  Newburyport Harbor on the 6th, where i t  remained u n til the end o f  the month. This 
species is  very rare or casual inshore, and th is  represents the f i r s t  record fo r  Newburyport 
Harbor, the unequalled mecca fo r  rare gu lls  which has harbored 15 additional species! Caspian 
Terns b u ilt  up to  a maximum o f  £  on the 29th.

This month was p a rticu la rly  devoid o f  any marked "waves" o f  passerine migrants, although 
numerous r a r it ie s  were recorded and most observers were s a tis fie d  with an excitin g  migration 
season on the outer coast. O live-sided  Flycatchers came through en masse on the 12th, and 
a Say's Phoebe was seen on Monomoy on the 6th. Two additional Wheatears were recorded in 
September, follow ing a sighting in  August on Duxbury Beach, while b irds were a lso found in 
Rhode Island and on Long Island, N.Y. This f l ig h t  is  certa in ly  unprecedented fo r  the Northeast.
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Of southern vagrant warblers, a Kentucky and a Prothonotary were noted. Following an extremely 
feeble  spring m igration, Cape May Warblers occurred in large numbers, and Bay-breasted and 
Tennessee declined from th eir  irruptions o f  the la s t  two years. These three species are the 
ones that benefit d ir e c t ly  from outbreaks o f  spruce budworm on th eir  boreal breeding grounds, 
one o f  which has occurred over the la s t  3 years.

1973 197H 1975 1976
Tennessee 12+ 18+ H3+ —
Cape May 13 U+ 89+ 131*7* 757+
Bay-breasted 22+ 51+ 1*98+ 37+

(fo r  August, September, October)

The above chart includes a l l  counts received by the Bird Observer s t a f f ,  and includes banding 
to ta ls  from Manomet Bird Observatory. Not surprising ly, the in festation  o f  spruce budworms 
(which provide food for  these b ird s) peaked during the summer o f  1975* the season in  which 
evidently the most young were ra ised.

Three Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported th is  month, September Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
to ta l 1 ,3 ,5  fo r  the la s t  3 years. Blue Grosbeaks arrived somewhat e a r lie r  than usual, on the 
15th, and remained throughout the month, a l l  sightings from trad ition a l lo c a l i t ie s  on Cape 
Cod. A comparatively large f l ig h t  o f  Lark Sparrows was noted, 6 individuals being reported 
th is  month alone ( c f .  U,3,l* for the la s t  three years). F inally , Lapland Longspurs arrived on 
the 25th. b R V

Common Loon:
26 o f f  P .I . 9

Horned Grebe:
10,11 Chatham, Cambridge(Fresh Pond) 1 , 2

P ied -b illed  Grebe:
23-27 Nantucket, Lakeville 15+, l 1*

Northern Fulmar:
26 Pollock R ip (o ff Chatham) 1

Cory's Shearwater:
18.26 Nantucket 50, 1000+

Greater Shearwater:
26 Pollock  R ip (o ff  Chatham) 2000+

Sooty Shearwater:
26 Pollock R ip (o ff  Chatham) 50

Manx Shearwater:
2,20,28 Barnstable 1, 1, 1
26.27 Pollock Rip, Provincetown 2, 2

Gannet:
18+25,26 Nantucket, Pollock  R ip (o ff  Chatham) 1+2, 1

Great Cormorant:
U,8 Marblehead, Duxbury
18 Plymouth

Double-crested Cormorant:
18,22 Scituate, Salem

Great Blue Heron:
15,26 Saugus, Eastham
29 P .I . ,  Monomoy

Green Heron:
26 P . I . ,  Cambridge

L it t le  Blue Heron:
1-20,8-27 P . I . ,  Duxbury
5-11,12 Norwell, Concord(GMNWR) 
25 Monomoy

Cattle Egret:
U+25 Ipswich
6+12 T opsfield

Great Egret:
1-22,6-26 Cone ord( GMNWR) ,  P .I . 
18+25 Duxbury

Snowy Egret:
th r . P. I . ,  Squantum
5,8 Monomoy, Barnstable
18 M arshfield, Duxbury

1 , 2 
16

1*50, 150+

in, 50 
80+, 22

3 , 1

i - it , 1-2  
2 , 3  

2

15++0
10+ + 1*

1, 1-2 
10+2

max. 126 , 52
1*5, 62 
79, HO

1TH

J . Nove

C .B an es# , B B C (B .M ille r)  

S .Z en d e h , W .P etersen  

BBC(H. D' E n tr  em ont)

L .Jo d r e y # , SS B C (P etersen #)

BBC(H. D' En trem on t)

BBC(H. D' En trem on t)

R .P e a se
BBC (H .D 'Entrem ont) ,  W .Bailey#

L .  Jod rey# + SSB C , B BC (H .D 'Entre- 
mont)

J . B e r r y ,  M.Moore 
SSBC(F . G ard n er)

S S B C ( L i t c h f ie ld s ) , M .Kasprzyk

J . B e r r y ,  H .C oolidge#
R .H e il# , E .P e arso n #

B B C (H ales), BBC(N.King)

R .V e i t # * v .o . , M.Moore#
M. + B .L i t c h f i e l d ,  BBC (R.C layton) 
H.W iggin#

J . B e rry
J . B e rry + E . T a y lo r  

v . o . , v .o .
M.Moore#, BBC(W .Harrington) 

v . o . ,  v .o .
BBC(W.Drummond) ,  R .P ea se  
H .W .H arrington #, M.Moore#



Louisiana Heron:
6-29,10 P . I . , Saxonville 1 , i
12,16-26 B raintree, Eastham 2, 1

Yellow-crowned Night Heron:
6,18 Monomoy, M arshfield 1 , 1 ad.

American B ittern :
th r . 6 lo c a l i t ie s  10  individuals

Glossy Ib is :
1-18,10 P . I . ,  E.Boston 2 , 1
19,25 Rowley, Monomoy 1 , 1

Canada Goose:
6,26 Concord(GMNWR) ,  Cambridge(Mt.A.) 300+, 100

Snow Goose:
10 Kingston 2

P in ta il:
29 P .I .

Blue-winged Teal:
25-26 Nantucket

European Wigeon:
25+26 Nantucket

American Wigeon:

23

12

1  m.

12 Monomoy, Concord(GMNWR) 200, 187
Northern Shoveler:

12,25 Monomoy 5 , 1 2
12 ,26 Concord(GMNWR) ,  P .I . 3, 6

Wood Duck:
t h r . ,12 Lancaster, Concord(GMNWR) 10, 37
18,29 Plymouth, Bridgewater 7, 7

Redhead:
24,25 Cambridge, Nantucket 5, 1

Ring-necked )Duck:
25,26 Nantucket, Cambridge 5, 5
30 Lakeville 250+

Canvasback:
18-26 Nantucket 1

Greater Scaup:
12 ,19 Monomoy, Revere 1 , 2
22,26 Barnstable, P .I . 2,9

Lesser Scaup
11 Monomoy 2

Common Eider
18 Duxbury 4 l

Ruddy Duck:
26,30 P . I . ,  Plymouth 8, 11

Hooded Merganser:
18 P .I .  1

Common Merganser:
26 Lancaster 1

Sharp-shinned Hawk:
12  on 15  l o c a l i t i e s  102 individuals

on Sept. 19: 58 at Boston H il l ,  Andover; 14
Cooper's Hawk:
k,6,29 Marblehead 1 , 1 , 1
18;29 B oston (L .I .) ;  Lancaster, Monomoy 1 ; 1 , 1

R ed-tailed  Hawk:
19 Norwell 19

Red-shouldered Hawk:
19,22 Norwell, Framingham 2 a d .,
25 Manchester, Newbury 1, 1

Broad-winged Hawk:
wk. o f  19-24 Lancaster

32

19
19

Bald Eagle: 
25

Marsh Hawk: 
th r.

Osprey:
6-30
19
19

Andover, H averhill 
Mt. Wachusett, Norwell

H averh ill(S ilver H ill)

10 lo c a l i t ie s

115
327, 1+33 
683, 3

1  ad.

3l+ individuals

1-2  individuals reported from 18 lo c a l i t ie s  
Lancaster, Mt. Wachusett 6, 5
H averhill, Andover 5 , lk

W .Scott+v.o., J .Passinari 
I.Campbell, B.Nikula#+v.o.

W.Bailey#, H.W.Harrington#

v .o .

v .o . ,  S.Zendeh
C. Jackson#, T.Leverich#

BBC(V.Albee+N.King)

MBO s ta f f  

R.Emery#

SSBC(J .Kenneally)

SSBC(J .Kenneally)

H.Merriman#, R.Stymeist

H.Merriman#, D.Johnson#
BBC(R. Clayton,Hales)

H.Merriman, R.Stymeist 
SSBC(F.Gardner) ,  L.Resmini

L. Robinson, SSBC(J.Kenneally)

SSBC(J.Kenneally), BBC(N.King) 
W.Petersen

BBC(L.Jodrey)+v.o.

D. Johnson#, S.Zendeh 
R.Pease, R.Heil

W.Petersen#

M. Moore#

BBC(Hales), M.Moore 

BBC(H.Weissberg)

H.Merriman

v .o .
at H averhill; 9 at Mt. Wachusett

J.Clancy, R.Emery, J.Clancy 
R.Emery#; H.Merriman, H.Wiggin#

W.Petersen#

W.Petersen#, K.Hamilton 
BBC(G.Hotz), J.Berry

H.Merriman
M.Olmstead, f id e  P.Roberts 
P.Roberts#, W.Petersen#

P.Roberts#

v .o .
H.Merriman, P.Roberts 
fid e  P.Roberts, M.Olmstead#
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Peregrine Falcon:
8,13-26 P. I . ,  Nantucket 1, singles M.Gardler, G.Soucy#+v.o.
18,19 Squantum, Andover 1, 1 S.Higginbotham#, M.Olmstead
21+2U,25+30 Manomet, Monomoy 1+1, 3+1 MBO S ta ff , C.Goodrich#

M erlin:
11 on 15 lo c a l i t ie s 1+9 individuals v .o .
12-30 Cape Cod to ta l ll( v .o .
18-26 P .I. to ta l 18 v .o .

American K estrel:
thr. 15 lo c a l i t ie s 117 migrants; v .o .

35 individuals at Nantucket, 23 at Andover, 10 at Haverhill
Clapper R ail:

18 M arshfield, Plymouth 1 dead, 1 SSBC(W.Harrington) ,  F.Gardner
29 Newburyport 1-2 R .V eit, R.Emery#

American Oystercatcher:
thr. Monomoy, Nantucket 8+, 7-k v . o . , v .o .

Semipalmated Plover:
1 , 18 Monomoy, P .I . 800, 200 W.Bailey, BBC(H.Weissberg)
18 Duxbury 81 M. Moore

Piping P.lover:
1 Monomoy 75+ R.V eit, M.Moore

Golden Plover:
12 ,2 1 Orleans, Monomoy 20, lU+ C.Goodrich, W.Petersen
25- 26,29 Nantucket, P .I . 16, 30 SSBC(J.Kenneally), R.Emery#

B lack -bellied P lover:
1 , 1 2 Monomoy, P .I . 1200, 500+ M.Moore#, W.Petersen
18 ,19 Duxbury, Monomoy 310, 2500 M.Moore, R.Veit
21,30 Monomoy, Duxbury I4000+, 569 R.Veit#, M.Moore

Ruddy Turnstone:
5,12 Monomoy 100, 1(0 BBC(Drummond) ,  H.Merr iman
18 Scituate 1+1 M.+B. L itch fie ld

Eurasian Curlew:
19-29 Monomoy 1 R.V eit, S.Perkins+v.o.

2nd record fo r  North America
Whimbrel:

1 p . i . l(Eurasian race ) M.Gardler
6 ,21 Monomoy 5 5 , 3 5 W.Bailey, R.Veit#

Upland Sandpiper:
25 Nantucket 1 S.Perkins#

S olita ry  Sandpiper:
20,25 Cambridge, Duxbury 2 , 1 R.Stymeist, W.Harrington

W illet:
1,7 Monomoy, Chatham 8-10, 15 R.Veit#, W.Scott#
6,26 Saugus, Eas tham 1, 8 S.Zendeh, H.Coolidge#

Lesser Yellowlegs:
11 Newburyport 150 R.Veit

Red Knot:
1 , 6-8 Monomoy, Revere-Winthrop 200+, 2-25 M.Moore#, S.Zendeh
11,19-21 P . I . , Monomoy 225, 600+ R.Veit#

Purple Sandpiper:
18 N.Scituate 10 M .+B.Litchfield

White-rumped Sandpiper:
12 P .I . 80+ W.Petersen#

B aird 's Sandpiper:
I -  U,5 P . I . ,  Scituate
11,25 Rowley, Monomoy
26 Duxbury

Curlew Sandpiper:
1^19 P .I .

Dunlin:
1», 8 P . I . ,  Revere
18.19 Duxbury, P .I .

Long-billed  Dowitcher:
11.19 P . I . ,  E.Boston

S t i l t  Sandpiper:
I I -  12;26 P .I .

Semipalmated Sandpiper:
5 Monomoy, P .I .
26 P .I .

Western Sandpiper:
8 Duxbury Beach

1 -3 , 2 Juv. 
1, 2 

1

v . o . , M.Moore 
K.Hamilton, C.Goodrich 
MBO S ta ff

l(from  July) v .o .

1, 2
202 , 1(00+

S.Zendeh, B.Morrissey 
M.Moore, R.Veit#

8, 15 R.Stymeist, S.Zendeh

It; 2 R .V eit, W.Petersen; R.+D.Hale

650, 500+ W.Drummond#, F.Oatman
100+ R.+D.Hale

1 M.Moore
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10 individuals v .o .
Buff-breasted Sandpiper:

5-25 U lo c a l i t ie s
Marbled Godwit:

3-28,26 P . I . ,  Scituate
30 Plymouth Beach

Hudsonian Godwit:
h-30 Newburyport

■American A vocet:
1 -26 , 1 6 - 2 1 P .I . ,  W ellfleet 

Red Phalarope:

2, 1 M.Gardler#+v.o., M.Moore
2 M.Moore

21-20 R .V eit, M.Gardler#

1 , 1. v . o . ,  P.Bailey#

11 P .I . 1 R.Stymeist, P.Parsons#
W ilson 's Phalarope:

8- 19 ; 19 -2 1 P.I . ;  Monomoy 1 -2 ; 1-2 M.Gardler#; R .V eit, H.Perris
Northern Phalarope:

8-10; 18-19 P. I . ;  Nantucket l ;  5 M.Gardler+R.V e it; L.Jodrey+G.Soucy
19 Provineetown 25 W.Bailey

Pomarine Jaeger:
2,U Barnstable, Nantucket 1 , 1 R.Pease, K.Harte
18+19,19 Nantucket, Monomoy 2 , 1 Jodrey+Soucy) R.Veit#
26,27 Pollock  Rip, Provineetown 3, 2 BBC(D'Entremont), W.Bailey#

P arasitic  Jaeger:
2 , 18-19 Barnstable, Nantucket 17, 12 R.Pease, Jodrey+Soucy#
25- 26,26 Nantucket, Pollock  R ip (o ff 12, 10 W.Petersen#, BBC(D'Entremont)

Skua: Chatham)
19 Provineetown 1 W.Bailey, C.Goodrich, B.Nikula

Iceland Gull:
7,26 p . i . 1 , 1 M.Kasprzyk, Hales
28 P .I . 2 N .Claflin

Black-headed Gull:
6-26 Newburyport 1-2 ad. R .V eit, W.Petersen#

Laughing Gull:
6 Winthrop 80+ S. Zendeh

Franklin*s Gull:
1 1 Monomoy 1 ad. W.Petersen#

L it t le  Gull:
6; 29 Newburyport 3 a d ., 1 imm.; 1* a d ., 1 imm. R .V eit; H.D'Entremont#
8,18 Revere, Plymouth 1, 1 ad. S.Zendeh, R.Veit#
18 Squantum 1 ad. R.Higginbotham#

Sabine's Gull:
6 on Newburyport 1 ad. R .V eit, W.Petersen + v .o .

Black-legged Kittiwake:
26,27 Nantucket, Provineetown 1 a d ., 3 SSBC(W.Petersen) ,  W.Bailey#

F orster 's  Tern
u-27 10 lo c a l i t ie s  16 individuals v .o .

Common Tern:
1 , 18-26 Monomoy, Nantucket 500, 2000 W.Bailey, v .o .

Roseate Tern:
1 1 , 18-19 P. I . ,  Nantucket 200+, 200 R.V eit, L.Jodrey#

Least Tern:
h S.Dartmouth 1 A.Nickerson#

Caspian Tern:
n -29 P .I . 1-9 K.Harte, H.D’ Entremont

Black Skimmer:
. 1-22 Monomoy 7 v .o .

Y e llow -b illed  (Cuckoo:
18-25 1+ lo c a l i t ie s singles v .o .
26 Manchester 3 R.Heil

B la ck -b illed  Cuckoo:
18 ,19 Hingham, Nahant 1, 1 N.Osborne#, J.Nove#
26 Manchester 1 R.Heil

Long-eared Owl:
25 p . i . 1 K.Harte

Short-eared Owl:
thr. Monomoy, Nantucket 2, 1 v .o . ,  v .o .

W hip-poor-w ill:
9 Chatham 1 H.Rich#

Common Nighthawk:
25- 26,29 Nantucket, Ipswich 1, 1 SSBC(Kenneally) ,  J .Berry

Chimney Swift:
k Framingham

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 
22 Marblehead

R ed-bellied  Woodpecker:
8 Chatham

51^

lit
1

E.Taylor

Mrs. E.W.Anderson 

0 .Earle
ITT



Red-headed Woodpecker:
12,21 C en terville , Lanesyille
26 Nantucket

Y ellow -hellied  Sapsucker:
12-30 12 lo c a l i t ie s

Eastern Kingbird:
25 Brewster

Western Kingbird:
ll*,2U-30 Truro, Manchester
30 P .I .

Great Crested Flycatcher:
1  ̂ Manomet(MBO)

Say's Phoebe:
6 Monomoy

Y ellow -bellied  Flycatcher:
3-5 6 lo c a l i t ie s

O live-sided Flycatcher:
12 Nantucket, Orleans
12 W ellfleet 

Bank Swallow:
6 P .I .

Purple Martin: 
h P .I .

Black-capped Chickadee: 
th r . Manomet (MBO)

Red-breasted Nuthatch:
18,25-26 P .I . ,  Nantucket

Carolina Wren:
11,27 P . I . ,  N.Scituate

Hermit Thrush:
10 Chatham 

Swainson's Thrush:
11 Marblehead(MNWS)

Wheatear:
l 8 ,19 Nantucket
3rd week Annisquam

Ruby-crowned Kinglet:
8 Chatham

Water P ip it :
25 Monomoy, Salisbury
29 P .I .

Cedar Waxwing:
25-26,26 Nantucket, Manchester

Loggerhead Shrike:
6-12,10 Monomoy, Rowley
Ik W ellfleet

White-eyed Vireo:
U-lU,5 P . I . ,  N.Scituate
25 Nantucket

Yellow-throated Vireo:
2 ,8  Manomet(MBO) ,  Chatham
13 Manomet(MBO) ,  Plymouth
23,25 Boston, Marblehead(MNWS)

Philadelphia Vireo:
U-25 6+ lo c a l i t ie s

Warbling Vireo:
11.16 Lancaster, Duxbury
18 P .I .

Black-and-white Warbler:
25 Nantucket, Marblehead(MNWS)

Prothonotary Warbler:
11 Cambridge(Mb.A.)

Blue-winged Warbler:
18-19 Nantucket

Orange-crowned Warbler:
10,11 Chatham, Newbury
18,21+ Quincy, Manomet (MBO)

Parula Warbler:
26,30 P .I .

Cape May Warbler:
th r .,8 -1 0  Manomet(MBO) ,  Monomoy
11.16 P .I . ,  Duxbury
25-26 Nantucket

1 a d ., 1 imm. 
1 imm.

18  individuals

l ( l a s t )

2 , 1 
1

1(b)

1

singles

5, 1 
1

15+

18

370(b)

15, 12 

1, 2 

1 

8
1, 1 

1

1

50, 120 
60

100+ , 120+

1, 1 
1

2, 3 
2

1 (b) , 1 
1 (b ) ,  1 

1, 1
(b)

23+ individuals

1, 2 
1

10, 3

1

2

1. 1 
2, 2(b)

2, 1

« b ) ,  500
60+, 75+ 

80+

S.Higginbotham, M.Kasprzyk 
SSBC(Kenneally)

v .o .

H .Coolidge, H.Wiggin

W.Bailey, P.Parsons# 
M.Gardler

S ta ff

W.Bailey#

v .o .

G. Soucy#, C.Goodrich# 
B.Nikula#

W.Scott#

K.Hamilton#

S ta ff

H. Weissberg#, J.Kenneally# 

R.H eil#, M .+B.Litchfield 

H.Rich

J.Clancy

B. Reyes+E.Andrews
Ms. J .T ea l(fid e  R.Forster)

M.+A.Argue#

H.Merriman, K.Hamilton 
R.Veit

SSBC(Kenneally) ,  R.Heil

W.Bailey#, J.Nove
C. Goodrich, B.Nikula

R.Emery#, R.Veit 
R .V eit, W.Petersen

S ta ff , R.Briery 
S ta ff
B.Keenan, BBC(Foley) 

v .o .

H.Merriman, M.Moore 
J.Berry

SSBC(Kenneally) ,  BBC(Foley) 

J .Grugan

BBC(Jodrey+Soucy)

H.Rich, R.Stymeist#
SSBC(Stymeist,Emery) ,  S ta ff

BBC(Hales), M .+B.Litchfield

S ta ff, W.Bailey 
R .H eil, M.Moore 
SSBC(Kenneally)
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Black-throated Blue Warbler: 
18 P .I .

Blackburnian Warbler:
27 W ellesley

Bay-breasted Warbler:
th r . Manomet (MBO)
1-26  13 lo c a l i t ie s

B lackpoll Warbler:

Ik

1

37(b)
1-12 b irds t o t .

BBC(Weis sberg)

F.Hamlen

S ta ff 
1*9 v .o .

th r. Manomet(MBO) 222(b) S ta ff
9/18 P .I . 45 BBC-H. Wei s sb er g
9 /22 ,26 Cambridge(Mt.A) 100, 40 J.Grugan, BBC(C.Marks)

Ovenbird:
30 Boston(Pru) 1 M.+A.Argue

Northern Waterthrush:
24,26 S.Dartmouth, Marshfield 1, 1 A.Nickerson, C.Jackson

Kentucky Warbler:
12+18;16 P .I . ;  Marshfield 1+1; 1 B.Morrissey+BBC(H.Weissberg); H.W.

Harrington
Connecticut Warbler:

11,18,21,25 P .I . singles v .o .
4 ,8 Weston, N.Scituate 1, 1 C.Smith, W.Petersen
12,13 W ellflee t , Framingham 1, 1 J.H arris, K.Hamilton
14,15,18,20 Manomet(MBO) 4 (b) S ta ff
18,23 M ilton, Bridgewater 1, 1 F.Hamlen, L.Resmini

Mourning Warbler:
th r. Manomet (MBO) 5 (b) S ta ff
th r. Outer Cape 14+ v .o . ( f id e  B.Nikula)
4,5 Annisquam, Ipswich 1, 1 H.Wiggin, J.Nove
5, 6 Lancaster, Marblehead 1, 1 H.Merriman, W.Petersen
7 N.Scituate 1 R.Veit

Yellow-breasted Chat:
th r . Manomet(MBO) 14 (b) S ta ff
th r. Outer Cape 7-8 fid e  B.Nikula
11,19 p . i . 1, 1 R.Stymeist#, N.Mueller
18,19 Plymouth, Nantucket 1, 1 SSBC(R.Veit), BBC(Jodrey)

Hooded Warbler
18 Long Island, Hanover 1, 1 SSBC(R. Stymei st#)+  SSBC(J .N ichols)
25 Monomoy 1 T.Leverich#

Canada Warbler:
19 Nantucket 1 BBC(L.Jodrey#)

Bobolink:
6,8 Concord(GMNWR), Truro 300, 100+ BBC(V.Albee), M.Argue#

Yellow-headed Blackbird:
1 ,6 Monomoy, Truro 1, 1 D.McNair, W.Bailey#
18 -2 1 Lanesville 1 fid e  R.Hale + v .o .

Northern O riole :
18 5 lo c a l i t ie s 12 individuals V.O.

Rusty Blackbird:
17,18 P .I . ,  Lakeville 1, 1 J.Rosenblad, D.Briggs#

Brown-headed Cowbird:
26 Framingham 1000+ K.Hamilton

Blue Grosbeak:
15-31 Outer Cape 4-5 fid e  B.Nikula

Indigo Bunting:
18 Truro 18 J.Murphy#

D ick cisse l:
6+25 Nantucket 1+2 K.Harte, R.Veit#
7 on Truro 1-3 V.O.
1 1 - 18 p . i . 2-3 v .o .
19,20 Annisquam, Sudbury 2, 1 H.Wiggin, K.Hamilton

M arshfield, Hingham 
Chatham

House Finch:
18 
22

Bed C rossbill:
29 Woods Hole

Savannah Sparrow:
25 Ipswich, Nantucket

Sharp-tailed Sparrow:
11 Newburyport, N.Scituate

Seaside Sparrow:
11,28 P .I .
25 Monomoy

14, 1*9 SSBC(W.Harrington,N.Osborne)
47 R.Stymeist#

1 E.Garrey

40+, 50 J.Berry, SSBC(J.Kenneally)

15, 12 R.Stymeist#, M .+B.Litchfield

2, 1 R.Stymeist#, N .Claflin#
4 H.Wiggin#
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Vesper Sparrow:
Ht,25 P .I . ,  W ellfleet 3, 1 R.Emery#, H.Coolidge#

Lark Sparrow:
5-8 W ellfleet(M arconi) 1 C.Goodrich + v .o .
6,28,30 P .I . 1, 1, 1 F.Hamlen# + v .o .

• 8-12 Monomoy 1 W. Bailey# + v .o .
25 Ipswich, Truro 1. 2 J.Grugan, J.Murphy

Dark-eyed Junco:
11 P . I . ( f i r s t  migrants) 3 R.Stymeist

Tree Sparrow:
25;29 Truro; Marblehead, P .I . i ;  i ,  i  

(early  date)
H.Coolidge; J.Clancy, R.Heil#

Clay-colored Sparrow:
6-24 Outer Cape 6-7 fid e  B.Nikula
28 P .I. 1 N .Claflin

F ield  Sparrow:
21 Bridgewater 25+ D.Briggs

White-crowned Sparrow:
13-18 various locations f ir s t  arrivals V.O.
25 Monomoy 60-70 B.Nikula#

L incoln 's Sparrow:
12 on 9 lo c a l i t ie s 22 individuals V.O.

Lapland Longspur:
25 Duxbury, Monomoy 2, 1 BBC(H.W.Harrington) ,  T.Leverich#

Abbreviations

ad. adult FBC Forbush Bird Club
b. banded PBC Paskamansett Bird Club
f . female SSBC South Shore Bird Club
imra. immature DFWS Drumlin Farm W ild life  Sanctuary
m. male GMNWR Great Meadows N a t'l. W ild life  Refuge
max. maximum IRWS Ipswich River W ild life  Sanctuary
thr. throughout M.B.O. Manomet Bird Observatory
v .o . various observers WBWS W ellfleet Bay W ild life  Sanctuary
# additional observers F.M. Fowl Meadow, Milton
ABC Allen Bird Club - Mt.A. Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge
BBC Brookline Bird Club M.V. Martha':3 Vineyard
CCBC Cape Cod Bird Club P .I. Plum Island

The following is a petition which is being circulated at present 
among concerned people. Readers are urged to copy and circulate it 
among their friends. Return signed petitions to: Craig Jackson,
47 Franklin Street, Somerville, Mass. 02145.
To Secretary of the Interior Andrus:

New England coastal waters are threatened by many oil spills, 
large and small. In each case of spillage the following facts become 
clearer and more ominous:

1. The North Atlantic-Georges Bank area, wealthy beyond belief 
witn life, is delicately balanced. Spilled oil can kill its fish, 
mammals, and birds, as well as the phytoplankton and fish larvae on 
which all other life depends.

2. The Argo Merchant disaster made it clear that no clean-up 
technology for the rough seas of the North Atlantic exists.

3. Many people's livelihoods are in jeopardy: the fishing, shell
fish, and tourist industries all depend on the fertility and cleanli* 
ness of the ocean to prosper.

We believe the risks of environmental and economic disaster far 
outweigh any benefits that might come from drilling Georges Bank for 
oil. The Department of the Interior has estimated that the oil re
serves of Georges Bank would provide the energy needs of the nation 
for only twelve days! WE THEREFORE URGENTLY REQUEST THAT YOU STOP 
THE LEASING OF TRACTS FOR OFFSHORE DRILLING IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC- 
GEORGES BANK AREA.

l8o


