
. ;  FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
; . STATEMENT ON NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES ISSUED

The Environmental Impact Statement (here in  known as EIS) on National W ild life  Refuges 
issued November 12, was prepared as a result o f  a lawsuit brought in  197*+ by nrivate conser
vation groups concerned with how 367 individual refuges were being funded and managed. A 
draft statement was issued in November 1975. Following th at, eight public hearings and 
over 200 written comments from Federal, State, and lo ca l agencies, plus 59 conservation 
groups, f iv e  u n iv ers it ie s , and numerous private cit izen s  prompted changes in the fin a l 
version.

The changes reflefct concerns expressed over major issues such as haying and grazing, refuge 
hunting and trap^ihg, use o f  chemicals, changes in trad ition a l waterfowl d istribu tion  
patterns, a&d waterfowl depredation upon agricu ltural crops.

This EIS is  a "programmatic" statement as opposed to  a " s i t e -s p e c i f ic "  statement. I t  is  
an environmental document which recognizes the major components o f  refuge operation, id en ti
f ie s  the princip a l b io lo g ic a l ,  physical and so c ia l impacts associated with routine a c t iv it ie s  
on refuges, such as farming, waterfowl population con tro l, and water management, and pro
vides su ff ic ie n t ly  broad impact analysis to  allow the decisionmaker to  choose the least 
environmentally damaging course o f  action .

The EIS is  designed to  cover a 10-year span o f  normal operations. I t  w il l  be updated through
out that period as additional s c ie n t if ic  data are co lle c te d . I t  should fa c i l ita t e  the 
preparation o f  more s it e -s p e c if ic  assessments that future proposed actions might require under 
the National Environmental P olicy  Act o f  1969*

Copies o f  the fin a l environmental impact statement on the operation o f  the National W ild life  
Refuge System may be obtained by w riting to : D irector, U.S. Fish and W ild life  Service,
D ivision o f  Refuges, Department o f  the In te r io r , Washington, D.C. 2021+0.

UPDATE ON: STEEL SHOT -  A RESPONSE TO LEAD POISONING

The Department o f  In te r io r 's  Fish and W ild life  Service news release o f  January 1+, 1977 
discusses further the lead shot poisoning which k i l l s  annually an estimated 2 m illion  
waterfowl in  the United States. While feeding in  the wetlands, where waterfowl hunting 
is  perm itted, birds swallow lead p e lle ts  which are subsequently ground down in  th eir  
gizzards. The resultant lead sa lts  pass in to  the blood stream, causing sickness and 
very often  death in these b irds.

Extensive fesearch has been carried out on the lead poisoning o f  waterfowl. The 
January 1976 tT.li* Fish and W ild life  S erv ice 's  Final Environmental Statment reviewed 25 
years o f  investigators on th is  problem. I t  was found that many wetlands contain two 
or more lead p e lle ts  per square foo t in  the prime feeding areas fo r  waterfowl. Having 
examined more than 50,000 gizzards throughout the United States, i t  was found that in 
some areas 25-50 percent o f  the ducks had lead p e lle ts .

To a lle v ia te  th is  problem, the U.S. government banned the use o f  lead shot. As 
reported in  Bird Observer o f  Eastern Massachusetts, Vol. k no. 5, s tee l shot w il l  be 
required in  12, l 6 , 20, and 28 gauges and 1+10 shot guns in  portions o f  nine A tlantic 
seaboard states fo r  the 1977 hunting season. However, those regulations have since 
been tem porarily rescinded to  require s te e l shot in  only 12  guage or larger shot guns, 
becfeuse of* a lafck o f  supply in  the smaller guages.

During the 19774i978 hunting season the requirement to  use s te e l shot fo r  waterfowl 
hunting w il l  $>e?f\*rther expanded within the A tlantic Flyway, and w il l  be broadened to 
include the M ississippi Flyway as w e ll. The A tlantic Flyway expansion w ill  include an 
area which w ill\ a ffe ct 50 percent o f  the duck harvest within that flyway. Next 
hunting season w il l  be the f i r s t  time stee l shot w i l l  be required anywhere in the 
M ississippi Flyway's 11 states. About 35 percent o f  i t s  harvest w ill  be a ffected  by 
the changes.

The proposed zones, where s te e l shot may be required in the U .S ., can be found in  the 
Federal R egister, December 23, 1976. The area in  Massachusetts a ffected  by the 
regulations is  delineated by highways. I t  is  described as that part o f  the state 
ly in g  east o f  U.S. Rte. 1 beginning at the New Hampshire-Massachusetts border, 
proceeding southward to  the junction  with Rte. 3, then southeastward along Rte. 3 to 
U»£T. Rte. 6. The lin e  runs west on Rte. 6 to  include a l l  areas to  the south o f  th is 
highway to  the Rhode Island state  l in e .
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