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The most outstanding feature of the mystery bird on the nest is its large,
conical bill, which indicates that the bird might be a finch, bunting, or sparrow
of some kind. If so, the size of the bill suggests that the bird would have to be a
fairly large representative of this group. Additionally, because the bird appears
to be incubating, it is probably a female.

If all of the above is true, Blue Grosbeak emerges as a candidate. However,
female Blue Grosbeaks have prominent buffy wing bars. The pictured bird
clearly lacks wing bars. Furthermore, this species would likely have a more
abrupt forehead, not the flat-headed appearance of the bird in the photo. A
female Indigo Bunting, a somewhat miniaturized version of the Blue Grosbeak,
would have a proportionately smaller and slightly more rounded bill and would
likely display indistinct buffy wing bars. Again, not a good match.

A close examination of the bird on the nest reveals a peculiar scaled
appearance to the nape and crown, as well as a decidedly flat-headed aspect to
the head and bill. These features, along with the virtual absence of any other
conspicuous field marks, leave few other possibilities.
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