
FIELD RECORDS 

DECEMBER 1990

by George W . Gove and Robert H . Stym eist

The tem perature averaged 40.7 degrees in  December, a new record. This was 7.0 degrees above the 
norm al and surpassed the o ld  record o f 40.4 degrees in  December 1891. There were seven days in  the 60s, 
w ith  a high o f 67 on Decem ber 23. Christm as B ird  Counters on that day found that spring peepers ca lling  
made i t  d iffic u lt to  hear ow ls. R a in fa ll totaled 3.18 inches, 1.30 inches less than norm al. S now fall was ju s t 
1.2 inches, 6.3 inches below  the norm al and the least since 1973, a year w ith  on ly a trace o f snow.

These December reports do not include Christm as B ird  Count (CBC) results. The summary o f the CBCs 
appears elsewhere in  th is issue. R.H.S.

LOONS THROUGH ALC ID S

Red-throated and Comm on loons were noted on the fe rry  crossing from  Hyannis to  Nantucket. About 
25,000 gannets were estim ated at M onom oy as were 100,000 eider and 25,000 Red-breasted Mergansers. 
Snowy Egrets and G lossy Ibises were present as late as December 9 and 16. respectively. A  B arnacle Goose 
was reported and photographed in  Lexington, and male Eurasian W igeons spent the month in  Chatham and 

P lym outh.
A  Turkey V u ltu re  was noted in  Randolph late in  the m onth, and Ospreys were present through m idm onth. 

Bald Eagles were noted at six locations in  addition to the usual Quabbin birds. G yrfa lcons were reported 

from  Plum  Island and Chatham.
In early December, abnorm ally high tides in  conjunction w ith  a storm  yielded both V irg in ia  and Clapper 

ra ils  at F o rt H ill in  Eastham. Common Moorhens were noted at three locations w ith  3 seen at Nantucket at 
m onth’ s end. Am ong shorebird reports were 2 W estern Sandpipers and 5 Long-b illed  D ow itchers. G u ll 
reports included an adult L ittle  G u ll at Nantucket and 2 M ew  G ulls, one at W inthrop and another at Q uincy, 
both present from  m idm onth on. On the a lc id  fro n t, 7 Dovekies were reported from  Provincetow n as w e ll as 
ind ividuals from  fou r other locations, and 4 were found dead. O ther a lcid  reports included 3 o r 4 ind iv idual 
Common M urres and about 4660 R azo ib ills  seen in  one hour at Provincetown.

The Cape Cod B ird  C lub’s eighth annual Lake and Pond W aterfow l Survey (CCBC-LPW S) was 
conducted on the weekend o f December I -2 and recorded 11,982 individuals o f 28 species. T h irty-n ine 
observers censused 328 ponds, 40 more than in  previous years. The weather preceeding the survey was m ild , 
and no ic in g  was present. Four species were found in  record numbers: Am erican B lack D uck (2004), M allard 
(1911), G adw all (151), and Hooded Merganser (720). O nly one species, the Am erican Coot, w ith  ju s t 15 
ind iv idua ls, established a record low . G .W .G.

OBSERVERS DECEM BER 1990D A TE

Red-throated Loon 
2 ,2 4  
29,31

Common Loon 
2
29; 30

P ied-b illed Grebe 
1-2
1-16,12 
15-30,23 

Homed Grebe
1.9
8 .9

Red-necked Grebe 
1,2 
17,29

LO C A TIO N

R ockport, Rochester

NU M BER

3 ,1
H yannis-Nantucket, W e llflee t 25 ,3

R. Stym eist#, M . M aurer 
G. d ’Entrem ont, R . Stym eist#

N ew buryport, R ockport (A .P .) 6 ,5  G. d ’Entrem ont
H yannis-N ant., N ant.; P .I. 30,110; 8 G. d ’Entrem ont, S. Perkins#; BBC (J. Nove)

Cape Cod 43
A rlin g to n , P lym outh 3 max 12/1,4
Cam bridge (F .P .), Southboro 2 ,1

W inthrop 19,7-10
W achusett Res., Quabbin (G 37) 8 ,8

Q uincy, R ockport (A .P .) 2 ,3
W inthrop, N antucket 5 ,2 0

CCBC-LPW S
L . Taylo r, T . Aversa 
D. Flood, E. T aylo r

P. + F. Vale
M . Lynch#

G. d ’Entrem ont#
T. Aversa, S. Perkins#
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N orthern Gannet 
1.2 
3

Great Corm orant 
2 ,3  
13,31

DATE

Eastham, R ockport (A .P .) 
o ff M onom oy

R ockport, Chatham 
Sherbom, Nantucket

LOCATION

N ew huryport, W eym outh 
Reports o f in iv id u a ls  from  4 locations.

Q uincy, E. Boston (Logan) 1,1

Double-crested Corm orant
13 ,29 Q uincy, Nantucket

Am erican B itte rn
6 ,1 6-1 8  Squantum

Great B lue Heron
9 .1 5  
12-31

Snowy Egret 
7 ,9

G lossy Ib is  
2 ,5
7 .1 6

M ute Swan 
1-2, 1-22 

Snow Goose 
1,10-31 

Brant 
9 ,2 2

B arnacle Goose 
6-7

Canada Goose 
th r
th r, 1-2
1.17

W ood Duck 
23

Green-winged Teal
1-2,1-25, 18 C. Cod, A rlin g ton , H a lifax 

Am erican B lack D uck 
th r P .I.
th r S. D a rt (A llens Pd)
1-2 Cape Cod

M allard  
1-2

N orthern P in ta il
C. Cod, S. M onom oy, P.I.

P .I.
Squantum, W inthrop 

Cape Cod, A rlin g ton  

N . M onom oy, M edfie ld 

Revere, W inthrop 

Lexington

Cam bridge (F .P .), W akefield 
Sherbom, Cape Cod 
W orcester, P .I.

Randolph

60 ,50  J. Hoye, G. d ’Entrem ont#
25,000 W . B ailey

54 ,86  M . Lynch#, W . B ailey
2 im m , 4 E. Taylo r, G. d ’Entrem ont#

1 ,3  G. d ’Entrem ont#

1.1  K . Ryan, D . Brown#

4 ,2 1  J. B erry, R. Cam pbell

K . Ryan, N . Sm ith

1.1  G. d ’Entrem ont#, S. Perkins#
2 .1  K . Ryan, R. Stym eist#

137.1 CCBC-LPW S, L . Taylor

1.1 B . N iku la#, P. larrobino

70 ,250 P. + F. V ale

1 ph (details) L . Batchelder + v. o.

159, 200 D. R ood, P. +  F. Vale
435, 961 E. T aylo r, CCBC-LPW S
743,440 M . Lynch#, W . D rew#

1 T . Raymond

30,15 max, 26 CCBC-LPW S, L . Taylo r, T. Aversa

1200 max 12/14 M . Lynch# +  v. o.
314 max 12/20 LCES (J. H ill)
2004  ̂ ‘

NUMBER OBSERVERS DECEMBER 1990

Cape Cod

1 -2 ,2 ,6 -2 6  
N orthern Shoveler 

2
G adwall 

1-2; 12,26 
Eurasian W igeon 

th r
Am erican W igeon 

1-2,1-22 
Canvasback 

th r, 1-2
I ,  26-31 
23 ,28

Redhead 
12,17; 28 
28

Ring-necked D uck 
1-2
1; 15,22 
7; 15,31 
24,31

Greater Scaup 
1-2
1-20,23 

Lesser Scaup
I I ,  13

Common E ider 
2,10

S. M onom oy

1911

4 8 ,1 1 ,3 0  max 

74

C. Cod; P lym outh, E. G loucester 151; 21 ,3

Chatham, P lym outh 1 m, 1 m

Cape Cod, A rlin g ton

Cam bridge (F .P .), Cape Cod 
Southboro, M arlboro 1 ,2 -7
Randolph, N antucket 56,150

P lym outh (B illin g to n  Sea); Nant. 6 ,1 0 ; 80 
Nanm cket 80

Cape Cod 109
Southboro; Framingham 25; 25
Cam bridge (F .P .); W . Newbury 8; 14,22 
Stoneham, l^ e v ille  4 ,3 5

CCBC-LPW S

CCBC-LPW S

CCBC-LPW S, S. Perkins#, P. + F. Vale 

S. Perkins#

CCBC-LPW S; T. Aversa 

V. o.

Cape Cod
Cam bridge (F .P .), N atick

L inco ln  (Cam br. Res.), Cambr. (F.P.) 4 ,1

86,43 max 12/22 CCBC-LPW S, L . Taylor

36 max 12/7,727 D . H ood, CCBC-LPW S
E .Taylor, R . Graefe 
T . Raymond, S. Perkins#

T . Aversa, R . Forster; S. Perkins#
S. Perkins#

CCBC-LPW S 
E. Taylo r; G. Gove 
D. H ood; A . •+ B . D elorey
T. Aversa, K . Anderson

CCBC-LPW S 
D. F lood, E. Taylor

R. Forster#, D . H ood

907
8 max 12/7,20

N . M onom oy 30,000, 100,000 S. Perkins#, W . B ailey

BIRD OBSER’VER 99 Vol. 19, No. 2,1991



DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS DECEMBER 1990

H arlequin D uck 
th r, 2-31 

O ldsquaw 
2; 6,20 

B lack Scoter
2 ,2 9

S urf Scoter 
2 ,2 8

W hite-w inged Scoter 
26 P .I.

Common Goldeneye
th r, 1 -2 ,9  W inthrop, C. Cod, Rockport

Barrow ’s Goldeneye

E . Orleans, Rockport (A .P .)

N . M onom oy: N ewburyport 

R ockport, Nantucket 

N . M onom oy, Nantucket Sound 250,420

1,11 max 12/16 v. o.

1000:75 ,20  S. Perkins#: P. +  F. Vale

21,300 M . Lynch#, S. Perkins#

S. Perkins#

200 T . Young

30 max, 267,28 P. Vale#, CCBC-LPW S, T . Young

Q uincy, Cape Ann 
Nantucket

Cape Cod

1,1 -16  
28

Bufflehead 
1-2
2: 23,31

Hooded Merganser 
th r ,1-2 
1-13,1-22 
2 ,9

Common Merganser
th r Stoneham
1-25,1-22

1 m , 1 m 
4

1645
N ew bypt: W akefield, W inthrop 125: 30,45

D . B row n#, BBC  (S. B olton) 
S. Perkins

CCBC-LPW S
G. d ’Entrem ont#: P. + F. Vale

Stoneham, Cape Cod 21 max 12/24,720 T. Aversa, CCBC-LPW S
A rlin g to n  Res., A rlin g ton  (Spy Pd) 18 max, 42 max L . Taylor 
S. M onom oy, Ipsw ich 30 ,40  S. Perkins#

209 max 12/16 T. Aversa 
A rlin g to n  Res., A rlin g ton  (Spy Pd) 10 max, 15 max L . T a ylw

7 ,9  La ke v ille , Quabbin (G37)
Red-breasted M erganser

55,183 K . Anderson, M . Lynch#

2 ,2 9
Ruddy D uck 

th r, 1-13 
2 ,2 3

Turkey V ulture  
27

Osprey 
1,8-17 

B ald Eagle 
2 
9
7-15,16 
23

N orthern H arrie r 
th r, 2 
2 ,5

Sharp-shinned H aw k

M onom oy, Nantucket 25,000, 8000 S. Perkins#

A rlin g to n  (Spy Pd), A rlin g to n  Res. 2 ,2 0  max 
S. M onom oy, Framingham 30,20

Randolph

Carver, W ellesley

Eastham, M iddleboro 
N ew buryport, Quabbin (G37) 
Chatham, Boylston 
Randolph

P. L , M onom oy 
H a lifa x , Salisbury

1,29 
1-31

Cooper’ s H aw k 
1 ,1 1 ,2 6  
7 ,2 2  
29-30

N orthern Goshawk 
13

G roveland, Nantucket

1

1.1 or 2

1 im m , 1 im m  
1 im m , 13 
1, la d  
1 ad

5 max, 9 
5 o r 6, 8

1.2
Reports o f individuals from  14 locations.

L . Taylor
S. Perkins#, E. Taylor

T . Aversa

M . M aurer#, C. Q uinlan

R. Stym eist#, M . M aurer#
S. Perkins#, M . Lynch# 
W . B ailey, E. Salm ella
T . Raymond

V. o., S. Perkins#
M . M aurer#, T . Aversa

D. F. O live r#, S. Perkins#

Stoneham, Boston, P.I. 
Chatham, Orleans 
Nantucket

1 im m , 1 im m , 1 T. Aversa
1,1 
la d

la d , 1M ilto n , Forestdale 
Red-shouldered Hawk

9 ,1 3  E . M iddleboro, Lyn n fie ld  1 ,1  ad
R ed-tailed H aw k

1 ,2  Bridgewater, M idd leboro-H alifax 4 ,4
25

Rough-legged Hawk 
6 ,3 0  
12,26 
24 ,28

Am erican K estrel
1.2
2,6

M e rlin
1.6 
10,31 
1-29

N orton-F ranklin  (R l  495)

P. I., N ew buryport 1, 1
M iddleboro, Essex 2 ,1
Ipsw ich, N antucket 1 dk, 1 dk

B ridgew ater, M iddleboro 2 ,3
P .I., N ew buryport 3 ,4

Cape A nn, Lyn n fie ld  1,1
Provincetow n, Nantucket 1, 1
Reports o f individuals from  4 locations.

W . B ailey, J. Young 
G. d ’Entrem ont# + v. o.

S. Perkins, P. T rim ble

K . Anderson, C. Leahy

M . M aurer#
K . Anderson

P. + F. Vale
T. Aversa
T . Young, S. Perkins#

M . M aurer#
G. d ’Entrem ont, P. + F. Vale

BBC  (S. B olton), P. + F. Vale 
K . Jones, G. d ’Entrem ont#
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Peregrine Falcon 
1-26,2
1 4 .26 .3 0  
24

G yrfa lco n  
2 ,1 5

R uffed Grouse
9 .3 0
27 .30

W ild  Turkey 
30

Clapper R a il 
2

V irg in ia  R ail 
2 ,31

Common M oorhen 
1 ;30

Am erican Coot 
1-2, 1-22 
12,29

B lack-be llied P lover

DATE

N . M onom oy, Chatham 
P .I.
Essex

LOCATION

P .I., Chatham

H am ilton, Ipsw ich 
W . Bridgewater, Easton

Barre

Eastham (F .H .)

Eastham (F .H .), Nantucket

Chatham, C otu it; Nantucket

Cape C od,A rlington (Spy Pd) 
P lym outh, Nantucket

1 ,4  W . B ailey + V. o., S. Perkins# + V. o.
1 im m , 1,1 M . Lynch#, T . Aversa#, BBC (J. Nove) 
1 R . Humphrey

1 (details), 1 R. Bradbury#, P. B ailey

NUMBER OBSERVERS DECEMBER 1990

1,1
5 .1

37

1

2.2

J. B erry
T. Aversa#, K . Ryan 

M . Lynch#

C. Ewer

C. Ewer, G. d ’Entrem ont

1 ,1 ; 3 P. T rim ble#, B . N iku la#; G. d ’Entrem ont#

15,27-29 C C B C -LP W S ,L. Taylor
230,15 T. Aversa, S. Perkins#

th r Q uincy 8 max 12/1 G. d ’Entrem ont
BGlldeer

1 .2 W orcester, Provincetown 1,1 M . Lynch#, K . Jones
6,1 1 M arlboro, L inco ln 1.4 R. Graefe, R. Forster#

Greater Yellow legs
18,30 Nauset, P .I. 2 .1 K . Jones, BBC (J. Nove)
2-21 Reports o f individuals from  4 locations.

Ruddy Turnstone
1 .4 Q uincy, W inthrop 2 .4 G. d ’Entrem ont#, T . Aversa

Red K not
4 W inthrop 2 T. Aversa

Sanderling
2 ,4 S. M onom oy, W inthrop 800,65 S. Peikins#,. T . Aversa
25 Q uincy 5 G. d ’Entrem ont

W estern Sandpiper
4 W inthrop 2 T. Aversa

P urple Sandpiper
1 .4 W inthrop 2 7 ,2 P. + F. V ale, T . Aversa
26 P .I. 2 T . Aversa

D unlin
2 ,9 S. M onom oy, Revere 700,100 S. Perkins#, P. + F. Vale
6,31 P .I., W inthrop 30,28 W . D rew#, P .-tF . Vale

Long-b illed  D ow itcher 
6 P .I. 5 W . Drew#

Common Snipe
26 N ew buryport 2 T. Aversa

L ittle  G u ll
31 Nantucket 1 ad G. d ’Entrem ont#

Common Black-headed G u ll 
1 ,2 2  Lynn 1 ad J. Q uigley
4,22-26 Provincetown 1 (2W ), 1 (IW ) K . Jones
9 ,1 7 W inthrop, E. Boston 6 .2 P. +  F. Vale, T . Aversa

Bonaparte’s G u ll
th r Provincetown 80 max 12/10 K . Jones
1 .4 Q uincy, W inthrop 500,240 G. d ’Entrem ont#. T . Aversa
10.30 Lynn 400 J. Q uigley

M ew  G u ll
17-31.16-31 Q uincy, W inthrop 1 ad, 1 ad R. Abram s, S. Perkins#

R ing-b illed  G u ll
3 Lynn 350 J. Q uigley

Iceland G u ll
13-31 Provincetown 7 max 12/13 K . Jones
2-25 Reports o f individuals from  5 locations.

Lesser Black-backed G ull
1 ,5 .2 2  Lynn, Provincetow n, Truro 1,1 (2W ). 1 J. Q uigley, K . Jones, J. Young

Glaucous G u ll
2 ,1 3 Gloucester, Provincetown 1.1 (2W ) J. Q uigley, K . Jones
29 Nantucket Sound 1 ad G. d ’Entrem ont#
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DATE LOCATION NUMBER

B lack-legged K ittiw a ke
2

D ovekie 
th r, 1 
4 ,6 ; 29 
1-22

Comm on M une 
2 ,9
24.31

T h ick-b ille d  M u ire  
10-31,26-31 

R azorb ill 
2 ,2 4
29.31

B lack G uillem ot 
2 ,1 9  
2 1 ,2 6 :2 9

R ockport (A .P .), N . M onom oy 75 ,300

OBSERVERS DECEM BER 1990 

G. d ’Entrem ont#, S. Perkins#

P’ tow n, R ockport (A .P .) 7 max, 1 eaten by g u ll R . Stym eist# + v.o., BBC  (S. B olton) 
A ndover; O sterville  1 dead, 1 d ^ ;  1 dead fid e  T. French; R. Barber
Reports o f individuals from  4 locations.

R o c l^ r t (A .P .), Chatham 1,1 oiled
Provincetow n 1,1  (ph)

P’ tow n, R ockport H . 2 ,1

R ockport (A .P .), P ’ town 
Nantucket

R o c l^ r t (A .P .) 3 ,3
Provincetow n; Nantucket 1 ,2 ; 1

F .B u n ill,W . B ailey#
K . Jones, R . Stym eist#

K . Jones + v. o., v. o.

25,4660 in  1 hour G. d ’E ntiem ont#, K . Jones 
200,300 S. Perkins#, G. d ’Entrem ont#

G. d ’Entrem ont#, T . Young 
K . Jones; S. Perkins#

OW LS TH RO UG H FINCHES

There was a good showing o f Short-eared O w ls w ith  maxim a o f 6 at Salisbury and 7 in  the Cumberland 
Farms area o f H a lifa x and M iddleboro. A  B lack-backed W oodpecker was found in  U pton early in  the 
m onth and was seen o ff and on through the end o f the m onth, foraging on a dead pine. The crow  roost in  
Fram ingham  reached an estim ated 6000 ind ividuals by the end o f the m onth, and Fish Crows were noted 
among them. There was a good flig h t o f Northern Shrikes. A t least 17 individuals were reported from  a w ide 
area.

N antucket birders found several warblers on the island, notably 2 Orange-crowned, and late P rairie and 
W ilson ’s w arblers. A  late Northern W aterthm sh was present early in  the month in  W altham . A  m ale P ainted 
B u n tin g  was present at a feeder in  N orth Falm outh fo r fiv e  days. O ther December high lights included a 
D ickcissel on N antucket, C lay-colored and Lark sparrows in  Forestdale, and a Grasshopper Sparrow in 
H a lifa x . W in te r fin ch  reports were discouraging w ith  ju s t a few  siskins, one flo ck  o f Red C rossbills, and two 
flocks o f W hite-w inged C rossbills. R .H .S.

Bam O w l
19,29 W . R oxbuty, Nantucket 1 ,2 T . Aversa, G. d ’Entrem ont#

Eastern Screech-Owl
1 .2

Great Hom ed O w l
G roveland, Essex 1,3 I. G iriunas, T . Young

Reports o f 1-3 birds (to ta l 11) from  7 locations.
Snowy O w l

th r P .I., Boston (Logan) 1 o r 2 ,1  or 2 V. 0 .
2 ,2 0

Barred O w l
S. M onom oy, P ’town 2 ,2 W . B ailey#, D . Sealy

19
Long-eared O w l

N orw e ll 1 D. Brown

18; 19,23 H arw ich; C lin ton 1; 1 ,4 R. Fisher, E. Salmela#
2 4 ,2 7 ; 29-31 

Short-eared O w l
Essex; N antucket 2 ,2 ; 1 T. Young; G. d ’Entrem ont#

th r P .I., Sahsbury lo r  2 ,3 -6 V. o.
th r Boston, H alifax-M idd leboro 1 -3 ,6  or 7 N . Sm ith, T . Aversa + v. o.
2 Chatham, Eastham 2 ,2 W . B ailey#, K . G riffis#
7 ,2 4 W ellflee t, Essex 2 ,1 R. E verett, R. Hum phrey

N orthern Saw-whet O w l
9 Petersham, H am ilton 2 ,1 M . Lynch#, J. B erry
15; 26 W eym outh, N orw e ll; P .I. 1 ,1 ; 1 D . B row n; T. Young

R ed-bellied W oodpecker
th r, 16 S. Orleans, Chatham 1.1 G. M artin  + v. o., M . Tu ttle#
29-31,31 Canton, M arlboro 1,1 B . B lake ly, J. Fraser

Y e llo w -be llie d  Sapsucker
1 ,9 N a tick, S. Orleans 1,1 E. Taylo r, G. M artin

B lack-backed W oodpecker
10-31

N orthern F licke r
U pton 1 A . St. C yr + v. o.

12,29 DW W S, Nantucket 5 ,2 5 T . Aversa, S. Perkins
P ileated W oodpecker

9
Eastern Phoebe

Quabbin (G 37) 2 M . Lynch#

16 E . Orleans 1 R. Forster#
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D A TE LO C A TIO N NUM BER OBSERVERS DECEM BER 1990

W estern K ingbird  
1 ,7 ; 2

Homed Lark
Nantucket; Eastham (F .H .) 1; 1 E. Andrews, B . Vigneau; C. Ewer

3 ,5
Am erican Crow

N . M iddleboro, Newbury 30+, 250 K . Holm es, S. Perkins#

th r
Fish Crow

Framingham 6000 max 12/29 E. Taylor

1 ,1 1 ,1 4 B raintree, Framingham, N atick 10-h, 50 ,50 G. d ’Entrem ont, R . Forster, E. Taylor
Red-breasted Nuthatch

9
C arolina W ren

Quabbin (G 37) 44 M . Lynch#

Reports o f 1 or 2 birds (to ta l 13) from  8 locations.
House W ren 

3
W in ter W ren

Rochester 1 M . M aurer

th r, 30,31 Stoneham, Ipsw ich, W inchester 2 ,1 ,1  T . Aversa, J. B erry, T . Aversa
M arsh W ren 

2 ,3 0
Eastern B luebird

M iddleboro, Nantucket 1,2 M . M aurer, D . Brown#

12 M ilU s, E. M iddleboro 2 ,2 P. larrob ino, K . Anderson
28-30,31 

Am erican Robin
Taunton, Sudbury 3 ,5 N . Rasmussen, H . Tapply

27 Nantucket 100 S .Perkins#
G ray C atbird 

22, 30-31 
Cedar W ax w ing

Falm outh, Nantucket 1,8 K . Ryan, G . d ’Entrem ont#

9
N orthern Shrike

Lexington 27 L . Taylo r

th r P .I., P ’ town 2 or 3, 3 ind V. 0 ., K . Jones + v. o.
1 ,2 G roveland, W altham 1,1 I. G iriunas#, L . Taylor
2 ,9 Eastham (F .H .), Concord (N .A .C .) 1,1 B . N iku la , R. Forster
9 ,1 5 Easton, Stoneham 1, 1 K . Ryan, T. Aversa
17,26 R ow ley, Ipsw ich 1, 1 J. M acD ougall, T . Young
26 ,27 M . V ., W . Bridgewater 2 ,1 fide  V . Laux, T . Aversa

Orange-crowned W arbler
29,31 Nantucket 1 ,2 K . Jones + V. o.

B lack-throated Green W arbler
6

Pine W arbler
Chatham (M orris I.) 1 W . B ailey

3-30
P rairie  W arbler

E. M iddleboro 3 K . Anderson

31
Palm W arbler

Nantucket 1 D. Brown#

12 DW W S 1 T . Aversa
N orthern W aterthrush

2 W altham 1 L . T aylo r
Common Y ellow throa t

2 ,1 6
W ilson ’s W arbler

Gloucester 1,1 M . Lynch#

29 Nantucket 1 S. Perkins#
Yellow-breasted Chat

22 ,31
N orthern C ardinal

Orleans, Nantucket 1,1 E. Salmela, G. d ’Entrem ont#

29 Nantucket 30 S. Perkins#
P ainted B u n tin g  

10-14 
D ickcissel

N . Falm outh 1 m M . M cC loskey#

1 Nantucket 1 F. Reed#
C lay-colored Sparrow

7; 15,16 Forestdale; E. Falm outh, Harw ich 2; 1,1 P. T rim ble; B. N ikula#
F ie ld  Sparrow

13,16
Vesper Sparrow

Forestdale, N . M iddleboro 6 ,8 P. T rim ble, K . Holmes

7 Forestdale 1 P. T rim ble
La rk Sparrow 

13
Savannah Sparrow

Forestdale 1 P. Trim ble

13,18 Forestdale, H alifax 24,28 P. T rim ble, T . Aversa
Grasshopper Sparrow

12 H alifax 1 T . Aversa
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D A TE LO C A TIO N NUM BER

Sharp-tailed Sparrow
20 S. D a rt (A llens Pd) 1

Seaside Sparrow
29 P .I. 1

Fox Sparrow
9 ,1 8 W akefie ld, Upton 1,1

Swamp Sparrow
12,19 H a lifa x , w . Roxbury 4 ,3

W hite-crow ned Sparrow 
13 Forestdale

D ark-eyed Junco 
3 ,2 0  
24 ,31

Lapland Longspur
5 ,2 9

Red-w inged B lackb ird  
21 W ayland

Eastern M eadow lark
2 S alisbury, Eastham (F .H .)
14 ,18 S. D art. (A llens Pd), H a lifax

Brown-headed C ow bird

N . M idd leboro, W atertown 
Reading, Lakeville

N ew bury, P .I.

25 ,18 
17,25

80 ,20

15

2 0 ,25+ 
3 ,3

1-16,13 Stoneham, Lexington 110 max
13,29 Q uincy, N . M iddleboro 75,12

Northern O rio le
1; 16 Eastham; Framingham, Boston 1; 1,1

Pine Grosbeak
16 C lin ton 1

Purple Finch
9 ,1 2 B raintree, DW W S 1,3
19,29 H o llis to n , Rochester 1,3

Red C rossb ill
9 Q uabbin (G 37) 6

W hite-w inged C rossb ill
5 ,2416,30 S terling, Upton

Pine S iskin
28 ,2 9 E . M iddleboro, W akefield 1,4

Evening Grosbeak
2 ,3 R ockport, W ayland 7,13
7 ,8 E . M iddleboro, N . Andover 10,1
9 ,1 2 H am ilton, DW WS 2 o r 3 , 8

OBSERVERS DECEM BER 1990

LCES (J. H iU)

J. B erry

P. + F. Vale, T . Aversa 

T . Aversa 

P. T rim ble

K . Holm es, R . Stym eist
I. G iriunas, K . Anderson

S. Perkins#, J. Berry 

R . Forster

P. Roberts, B . N ikula#
LC E S (J. H iU ), T . Aversa

, 20 T. Aversa, R. Forster
G. d ’Entrem ont#, K . Holmes

J. H oye; R. U nger., P. larrobino#

E. Salmela

G. d ’Entrem ont, T . Aversa
T. Aversa, M . M aurer#

M . Lynch#

E. Salmela, R . Stym eist#

K . Anderson, P. + F. Vale

G. d ’Entrem ont, H . Parker 
K . Anderson, J. M acDougall 
J. B erry, T . Aversa

H O W  T O  C O N T R IB U T E  B IR D  REPO RTS T O  B IR D  O B S E R V E R

This publication prin ts m onthly com pilations o f reports o f birds seen in  eastern Massachusetts. Space does 
no t perm it the inclusion o f a ll m aterial subm itted. However, fie ld  reports sent to B ird  Observer are archived 
at Massachusetts Audubon Society. O ur com pilers select and summarize fo r publication sightings that 
docum ent early and late dates fo r m igratory species, maxim um counts o f m igrants, high o r low  numbers o f 
some com m on birds, and species found beyond the ir norm al ranges.

S ightings fo r any given m onth m ust be reported in  w ritin g  by the eighth o f the next m onth. Send to  B ird  
Reports, R obert H . S tym eist, 98 B oylston Street, W atertown, M A  02172. Organize reports by month and by 
species in  current A .O .U . checklist order. Include name and phone number o f observer, common name o f 
species, date o f s ighting , location, number o f birds, number o f observers, and inform ation relevant to age, 

sex, m orph, etc.
Reports o f d iffic u lt iden tifica tions, vagrants, and ra rities should include, in  addition to Uie above 

in form ation , tim e o f day and lig h t available, w ind and weather conditions, the optics used and approxim ate 
distance from  the b ird , length o f observation, the observer’s p rio r experience w ith  the species, and fie ld  guide 
o r other reference used. Provide a description o f the b ird  based solely on personal observation. Comment on 
the distingu ish ing fie ld  marks (observed and unobserved), vocalizations, a c tiv ity , general behavior, the 
habitat in  the im m ediate v ic in ity , and other birds present. Include w ith  your report docum entation such as 
copies o f the observer’s fie ld  notes and sketches.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ad adult G37 or 40 Gate 37 or 40, Quabbin
a lt alternate H. H arbor
b banded I. Island
br breeding M .V . M artha’s V ineyard
dk dark (phase) M t.A . M ount Auburn Cem etery, Cambridge
f fem ale N .A .C . N ine Acre Com er, Concord
£1 fledged Nant. Nantucket
im m im m ature N ew bypt N ew buryport
ind individuals P .I. Plum  Island
ju v juven ile Pd Pond
loc location P ’ town Provincetown
It lig h t (phase) Quab. Quabbin
m male Res. Reservoir
max maxim um R.P. Race P oint, Provincetown
m i m ile S. Dart. South Dartm outh
m igr m igrating S.F. State Forest
n nesting S.N. Sandy N eck, Barnstable
ph photographed S.P. Slate Park

p i plumage S tellw . Stellwagen (Bank)

p r pa ir BBC B rookline B ird  C lub
S summer (IS  = firs t summer) BM B Broad Meadow B rook, W orcester
th r throughout BO EM B ird  Observer o f Eastern Massachusetts
v.o. various observers CBC Christm as B ird  Count
W w inter (2W  = second w inter) CCBC Cape Cod B ird  C lub
w / w ith DFW S D m m lin  Farm W ild life  Sanctuary
y g young DLSP Demarest L lo yd  State Park
# additional observers DW W S D aniel W ebster W ild life  Sanctuary
A .A . A rno ld  Arboretum E M H W Eastern Massachusetts H aw k W atch
A.P. Andrews P oint, Rockport FCBC F e lix C utler B ird  C lub
B. Beach GM NW R Great Meadows N ational W ild life  Refuge
B .I. B elle  Isle, E. Boston IRW S Ipsw ich R iver W ild life  Sanctuary
B.R. Bass Rocks, G loucester LCES L lo yd  Center fo r Environm ental Studies
Buzz. Buzzards Bay M AS Massachusetts Audubon Society
C. cape as in  Cape Cod M BO M anom et B ird  Observatory
Cambr. Cambridge M D FW M A  D iv is ion  o f Fisheries and W ild life
C.B. Crane Beach, Ipsw ich M NW S Marblehead Neck W ild life  Sanctuary
Corp. B . C orporation Beach, Dennis N EHW New England H aw k W atch
C.P. Crooked Pond, B oxford ONW R Oxbow N ational W ild life  Refuge
E.P. Eastern P oint, G loucester PRNW R Parker R iver N ational W ild life  Refuge
F.E. F irs t Encounter Beach, Eastham SRV Sudbury R iver V alley
F.H . F o rt H ill, Eastham SSBC South Shore B ird  C lub
F.M . Fow l Meadow TA S L Take A  Second Look H arbor Census
F.P. Fresh Pond, Cambridge USFWS US Fish and W ild life  Service
F.Pk Franklin  Park, Boston W BW S W ellflee t Bay W ild life  Sanctuary
F.S.F. Federation State Forest W MW S W achusett Meadow W ild life  Sanctuary
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91 

Compiled by Robert H. Stymeist

The Ninety-first Annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC) sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society was held from December 15, 1990, to January 2, 
1991. In eastern Massachusetts and a portion of Rhode Island, there are twenty- 
four count areas (see map). New this year is the Andover count sponsored by the 
Merrimack Valley Bird Club. The Tuckemuck count results were unavailable 
for inclusion in this article.

A total of 180 species, plus "Ipswich" Savannah Sparrow and two exotics, a 
Mandarin Duck in Newburyport and a Budgerigar in Worcester, was recorded 
on these twenty-three counts. This was two species more than the total the 
previous year. The Greater Boston CBC led the counts with 119 species, 
followed by the Cape Cod CBC with 117. The Glossy Ibis found on the Greater 
Boston count was the first ever reported on a Massachusetts CBC. Four 
additional species were found during the CBC period but were not recorded on 
any area count. Common and Thick-billed murres on the Stellwagen count and 
Prairie Warbler and Common Redpoll on the Nantucket count.

We wish to thank all of the compilers who contributed their time to prepare 
the results for this summary. They are as follows: Gene Ballard, Andover 
(December 29); Dave Small, Athol (December 15); Richard Harlow, Buzzards 
Bay (December 15); John Nove, Cape Ann (December 16); Blair Nikula, Cape 
Cod (December 16); Richard Walton, Concord (December 30); Robert 
Stymeist, Greater Boston (December 16); W arren Harrington, Marshfield 
(December 30); Sue Whiting, Martha’s Vineyard (December 30); Peter 
Trimble, Mid Cape Cod (December 22); Donna Munafo, Millis (December 
15); Edith Andrews, Nantucket (December 30); Hope Atkinson, New Bedford 
(December 30); Jim Berry, Newburyport (December 23); Trevor Lloyd- 
Evans, Plymouth (December 27); Scott Surner, Quabbin (December 29); Bob 
Abrams, Quincy (December 15); Simon Perkins, Stellwagen (December 22); 
John Kricher, Taunton-Middleboro (December 23); Richard Hildreth, 
Uxbridge, MA/RI (December 29); John Williams, Westminster (December 22); 
Fran McMenemy, Worcester (December 15); Dave Emerson, Newport 
County, Rl/Westport, MA (December 15).

Map on facing page: Each Christmas Count Circle was located by the 
latitude and longitude (in degrees and minutes) of its center. Athol (1), Buzzards 
Bay (2), Cape Ann (3), Cape Cod (4), Central Berkshire (5), Concord (6), 
Greater Boston (7), Greenfield (8), Marshfield (9), Martha’s Vineyard (10), Mid 
Cape Cod (11), Millis (12), Nantucket (13), New Bedford (14), Newburyport 
(15), Northampton (16), Northern Berkshire (17), Plymouth (18), Quincy (19), 
Springfield (20), Taunton-Middleboro (21), Tuckemuck Island (22), Uxbridge, 
MA/RI (23), Westminster (24), Worcester (25), Newport County, Rl/Westport, 
MA (26), Stellwagen Bank (27), Quabbin (28), and Andover (29).
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91st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species And. Athol B. B. C. Ann C. Cod Cone. G r. Bos. Marsh. M. V. M id C . Minis

R ed-throated Loon 0 0 0 11 23 0 4 11 9 3 0
C om m on Loon 0 1 16 55 46 0 5 37 68 43 0
P ied-b illed G rebe 0 0 4 0 10 1 1 0 0 12 0
H orned G rebe 0 2 95 39 19 0 42 21 4 42 0
R ed-necked G rebe 0 0 0 7 8 0 11 50 8 10 0
N orthern G annet 0 0 1 58 34683 0 0 12 0 4 0

G reat C orm orant 1 0 109 274 204 0 75 2 77 5 1
D ouble-cr. C orm orant 1 0 3 3 2 0 11 0 3 1 0
Am erican B ittern 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0
G reat B iue Heron 0 0 76 8 110 14 51 19 36 42 12

G reen-backed H eron 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Biack-cr. N ight-H eron 0 0 4 0 3 0 6 0 3 0 0

G iossy Ibis 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Tundra Sw an 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
Mute Sw an 0 0 59 2 11 0 2 2 103 18 2
Snow  Goose 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Brant 0 0 164 0 3580 0 571 378 16 242 0

C anada G oose 1421 57 689 1674 714 5211 2456 396 320 543 2766

W ood Duck 0 1 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3
G reen-w inged Teal 0 0 6 4 4 2 36 3 4 37 10
A m erican  B lack Duck 14 13 1656 557 2256 192 3460 2665 363 739 271

M allard 478 10 494 583 238 1050 1613 313 624 459 651

N orthern P intail 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 6 6 61 0
B lue-w inged Tea l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

N orthern S hove le r 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0
G adwall 0 0 3 10 9 0 1 5 11 85 0
Eurasian W igeon 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
A m erican W igeon 0 0 3 3 59 5 82 8 37 68 1
C anvasback 2 0 88 0 59 2 1 1 3 190 0

Redhead 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R ing-necked Duck 17 0 41 0 50 68 31 14 5 11 28
G reater Scaup 0 0 2191 4 114 0 210 45 237 8 0

Lesser Scaup 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5
scaup species 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 0
C om m on E ider 0 0 28 291 13379 0 2176 8662 868 2637 0
K ing E ider 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0

H arlequin  D uck 0 0 0 11 2 0 0 2 31 0 0

O ldsquaw 0 0 80 31 58 0 1 66 18 18 0
B lack S coter 0 0 46 21 12 0 5 38 230 12 0
S urf Scoter 0 0 172 51 18 0 2 7 4 564 0
W hite -w inged S coter 0 0 322 483 549 0 158 326 184 95 0

C om m on G oldeneye 49 19 404 401 191 23 443 386 336 217 4

Barrow 's G oldeneye 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

B ufflehead 0 0 1869 412 1016 18 912 197 557 687 0
H ooded M erganser 0 0 287 2 46 4 180 0 97 72 0
C om m on M erganser 40 2 62 17 280 76 296 3 21 62 11
Red-br. M erganser 6 0 1207 553 11853 0 525 371 828 198 0

R uddy Duck 0 0 0 0 0 11 29 0 2 1 0

Turkey Vulture 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

O sprey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Bald Eagle 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
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species

91st C H R ISTM AS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91 

Nant. N. B. N ewbpt. Ply. Quab. Quin, S tell. Tau-M b. Uxbr. W stm . W ore. Nwp.RI*

RTLO 13 3 9 5 0 5 3 0 0 0 0 1 8 /5
CO LO 45 10 36 70 4 10 2 0 0 0 10 4 8 /1 2
PBGR 1 1 0 5 0 3 0 9 1 0 0 0 / 0
HOGR 6 47 12 28 30 48 0 0 0 0 1 8 6 /1 5
RNGR 6 0 3 7 0 54 0 0 0 0 1 1 /O
N O G A 139 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 / 0

G R C O 5 0 8 11 0 221 0 0 0 0 0 1101 / 3
DCCO 5 8 0 3 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 / 1
AM BI 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
GBHE 20 15 4 30 0 37 2 1 3 0 3 1 5 /2 0
G RHE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
BCNH 7 0 0 4 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

G LIB 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
TU S W 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
M U SW 81 98 16 95 0 2 0 12 0 0 0 1 2 7 /4 2

SN G O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 / 0
BRAN 0 94 0 447 0 1490 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 /0

C AG O 146 625 4142 693 3 699 0 1422 499 128 1380 3 8 8 7 /9 1 0

W ODU 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 / 0
G W TE 16 0 22 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 5 9 /3
ABDU 207 377 3044 886 290 1720 64 126 209 207 352 1 3 3 6 /4 6 6

M ALL 394 527 857 816 95 482 95 374 243 247 966 451 /  165

NOPI 1 0 34 8 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 2 / 3
BW TE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 / 0

NOSH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
G ADW 0 0 34 23 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 11 /O
EUWI 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
AM W I 18 30 3 119 0 9 0 0 0 0 10 9 / 8
CANV 131 0 12 6 0 22 0 52 2 0 0 471 /  29
REDH 4 2 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 / 0

RNDU 4 0 13 166 0 0 0 143 49 0 22 3 6 / 0
G RSC 273 1046 21 35 0 360 0 18 0 0 41 1 6 1 2 /1 7 4

LESC 3 0 2 22 2 0 0 46 0 0 0 121 /O
SC . s p . 75 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
COEI 3774 9 38 2624 0 5568 210 0 0 0 0 3 / 3
KIEI 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

HADU 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4 / 0
O LD S 32479 90 66 48 1 197 0 0 0 0 0 3 / 4
BLSC 34 1 87 42 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 4 / 6
SU SC 10 67 9 105 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 6 /4 1

W W SC 43 32 254 297 3 624 4 0 0 0 0 5 4 /1 1 0
C O G O 133 298 386 363 105 485 0 64 6 0 52 657 /  208

BAG O 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 / 0
BUFF 379 307 252 206 9 848 3 30 0 0 3 3 6 3 /1 1 9
HOM E 63 2 21 30 105 62 0 17 0 0 38 5 5 / 0
COM E 8 0 56 250 331 44 15 3 152 8 89 8 2 /3 7
RBM E 7535 182 240 417 0 823 635 19 0 0 2 7 4 7 /5 5 2
RUDU 0 0 4 0 0 97 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 /0

TUVU 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 4

OSPR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
BAEA 0 0 3 0 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

* Figures show n in N ew port C ounty, R l/W estport, M A  CBC colum n are broken down by state: Rl /  MA.

BIRD OBSERVER 109 Vol. 19, No. 2, 1991



91st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species And. Athol B. B. C. Ann C. Cod Cone. Gr. Bos. M arsh. M. V. M id C. Minis

N orthern H arrie r 0 0 4 8 25 0 3 21 7 13 1
S harp-sh inned Hawk 2 2 3 6 9 14 2 6 2 2 0
C ooper's  H aw k 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 0 1
N orthern G oshaw k 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
acc ip ite r species 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
R ed-shou ldered Haw k 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1

R ed-ta iled Haw k 18 7 2 18 12 110 50 20 9 2 49
R ough-legged H aw k 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 3 0 0 0
A m erican  Kestrel 1 0 5 3 9 11 12 10 1 1 10
Merlin 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1
Peregrine Falcon 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0
G yrfalcon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

fa lcon species 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
R ing-necked Pheasant 6 2 5 7 1 17 30 0 4 1 11
R uffed G rouse 4 4 0 2 0 16 0 2 0 2 13
W ild Turkey 0 67 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Northern Bobw hite 0 0 37 0 20 2 0 0 5 44 0
V irg in ia  Rail 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 6 2 3 0

C om m on M oorhen 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Am erican Coot 0 0 0 1 7 0 9 0 0 3 2
B lack-bellied P lover 0 0 4 1 9 0 7 5 0 0 0
Killdeer 0 0 7 0 6 0 2 0 0 1 0
G reater Yellow legs 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 4 0
Ruddy Turnstone 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 0 0

Red Knot 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 1 0
S anderling 0 0 0 2 27 0 9 64 259 139 0
Purple S andp iper 0 0 0 15 0 0 15 79 12 0 0
Dunlin 0 0 0 37 241 0 24 553 22 36 0
C om m on Snipe 0 0 2 0 5 1 1 0 0 4 0
Am erican  W oodcock 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 2 1

Laughing Gull 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0

Little Gull 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
C om m on B la .-hea. G ull 0 0 0 2 0 0 12 0 0 0 0
Bonaparte ’s Gull 0 0 93 242 108 0 1002 232 40 31 0

M ew Gull 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
R ing-b illed Gull 792 0 183 224 801 214 3586 571 55 395 288

Herring Gull 485 837 1555 11651 8339 2311 11082 5863 3349 5339 1610

Iceland Gull 0 1 1 3 3 0 1 0 0 0 0
Lesser B la.-bac. Gull 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

G laucous Gull 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

G reat B la .-bac. Gull 148 106 230 3411 2218 366 925 999 613 932 186

B lack-legged K ittiw ake 0 0 1 8 965 0 0 0 0 0 0

gu ll species 150 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Dovekie 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

Razorbill 0 0 0 0 1078 0 0 14 3 0 0

B lack G uillem ot 0 0 0 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

R ock Dove 830 765 232 1046 42 1096 3318 281 40 617 525

M ourning Dove 300 437 287 294 344 1517 255 117 453 262 664

Barn Owl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0

Eastern S creech-O w l 0 0 7 3 0 39 15 6 2 7 35

G reat Horned Owl 1 5 0 4 12 14 3 1 0 9 32
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91st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species Nant. N. B. Newbpt. Ply. Quab. Quin. Stell. Tau-M b. Uxbr. W stm . Wore. Nwp.RI

N O H A 9 3 24 5 0 0 3 4 1 0 0 7 / 1
SSHA 3 1 8 6 4 1 2 0 4 0 2 5 / 0
CO HA 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 / 0
NO G O 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
ac. sp. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RSHA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

RTHA 6 5 46 15 10 16 0 14 25 8 29 1 7 /1
RLHA 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 / 0
AM KE 2 5 18 5 0 2 0 3 2 0 2 1 4 /2
MERE 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 / 0
PEFA 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
GYRF 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

fa. sp. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RNPH 31 0 27 2 2 2 3 0 4 2 4 4 / 0
RUGR 0 0 4 3 4 0 0 2 13 6 5 0 / 0
W ITU 0 0 18 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 49 0 / 0
NOBO 1 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
VIRA 6 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 / 0

COM O 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
AM C O 9 5 0 258 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 2 9 / 4
BBPL 3 0 9 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
KILL 3 0 1 2 0 1 0 3 6 0 0 0 / 0
GRYE 1 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RUTU 124 12 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 /0

REKN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
SAND 306 0 26 0 0 1 8 0 0 0 0 1 2 5 /2 4
PUSA 0 3 76 0 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 9 /2
DUNL 0 0 158 0 0 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 /4 2
COSN 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 11 /O
AM W O 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 / 0

LAGU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
LIGU 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
CBHG 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
BOGU 350 50 183 20 0 802 15 0 0 0 0 7 1 /9 2
M EGU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RBGU 7 655 499 524 34 1774 48 392 21 14 546 7 0 4 /4 1 5

HEGU 11301 1153 5642 2349 280 7217 2180 1399 354 968 1997 2 2 1 0 /4 1 7

ICGU 33 0 1 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
LBBG 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
GLG U 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 / 0
GBBG 1721 345 1324 556 47 698 1830 100 56 307 531 930 /  25
BLKI 8 0 3 1 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

gull sp. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 / 0
DOVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 / 0
RAZO 157 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 / 0
BLGU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RO DO 62 377 937 361 5 483 225 414 705 387 390 1 0 5 8 /6
M ODO 421 246 929 147 185 102 13 640 751 262 376 8 3 7 /5 3

BR O W 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
EASO 0 3 7 3 2 10 0 1 45 0 7 3 / 1
G H O W 0 2 8 4 6 6 1 0 18 2 5 3 /0

* Figures show n in N ew port County, R l/W estport, M A CBC colum n are broken down by state: Rl /  MA.

BIRD OBSERVER 111 Vol. 19, No. 2, 1991



91Sl CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species And. Athol B. B. C. Ann C. C od Cone. Gr. Bos. Marsh. M. V. M id C. Miiiis

Snow y Owl 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0

Barred Owl 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Long-eared Owl 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Short-ea red  Owl 0 0 2 0 4 0 3 0 1 0 0

N orthern S aw -w he t O w l 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1

Belted K ingfisher 1 1 23 6 15 10 9 8 14 24 14

R ed-hea. W ood pecker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

Red-bel, W oodpecker 1 0 0 0 2 4 1 0 7 0 0

Y ellow -bel. S apsucker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

D ow ny W oodpecker 74 71 36 51 31 399 124 41 21 40 169

H airy W oodpecker 13 39 2 2 5 98 11 3 3 3 30

Black-bac. W ood pecker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

N orthern Flicker 3 0 46 12 75 11 19 22 55 36 7

Pileated W oodpecker 0 2 0 4 0 7 0 0 0 0 0

Eastern Phoebe 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Horned Lark 0 0 8 72 42 36 46 4 0 20 0

Blue Jay 244 1535 392 222 181 914 275 85 111 173 958

Am erican Crow 372 407 582 572 349 2286 1140 442 864 513 1750

Fish C row 0 0 1 0 0 394 1 0 0 0 66

C om m on R aven 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

B lack-cap. C hickadee 369 1434 1048 816 968 3651 914 585 528 737 1399

Tufted T itm ouse 149 145 203 126 47 1017 171 107 0 100 604

Red-br. N uthatch 76 106 4 4 4 301 59 2 18 10 82

W hite-br. N uthatch 85 135 41 60 31 521 97 34 95 25 254

Brown C reeper 5 22 13 3 4 54 22 3 2 3 24

C aro iina W ren 0 1 128 8 58 7 4 11 83 78 12

H ouse W ren 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

W in ter W ren 0 0 6 3 4 5 3 0 0 4 1

M arsh W ren 0 0 1 0 1 1 4 1 3 13 1

G olden-cr. K ingiet 1 16 174 24 157 37 52 60 52 120 53

R uby-crow ned K inglet 0 0 8 0 1 0 2 0 3 0 0

Eastern B luebird 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 25

H erm it T h rush 0 0 10 1 7 0 1 1 5 5 0

Am erican Robin 14 2 415 46 436 10 111 102 144 167 20

G ray C atb ird 1 0 4 1 6 0 2 0 15 7 0

N orthern M ockingbird 51 23 109 93 58 285 189 52 31 69 129

Brow n Thrash er 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0

Am erican Pipit 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Bohem ian W axw ing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

C edar W axw ing 51 496 75 0 64 349 194 28 47 231 328

N orthern Shrike 0 3 0 3 1 7 1 1 0 0 3

European S tariing 1439 1112 697 6916 6753 5178 166900 3621 928 1829 6827

O range-cro. W arb le r 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

N ashville  W arb le r 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Y ellow -rum ped W arb le r 0 1 71 11 308 0 6 49 441 55 0

Pine W arb ler 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Palm  W arb ler 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

C om m on Y ellow throa t 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 3 2 0

W ilson ’s W arb le r 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Y ellow -breasted  C hat 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0

N orthern C ard inal 66 51 243 119 230 393 189 42 81 195 183
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91st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species Nant. N. B. Newbpt. Ply, Quab. Quin. Stall. Tau-M b. Uxbr. W stm . W ore. Nwp.RI*

SN O W 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
BAO W 0 0 3 0 6 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 / 0
LEO W 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
SEO W 3 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 / 0
N SW O 2 0 0 0 15 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
BEKI 1 5 9 10 4 5 1 5 9 4 8 3 / 0

RHW O 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RBW O 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 / 0
Y BSA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
DOW O 6 26 127 62 65 25 3 39 102 55 105 2 4 / 2
HAW O 0 2 13 5 18 1 0 6 21 16 14 2 / 0
BBW O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 / 0

NOFL 99 13 10 18 1 15 4 17 11 0 0 4 2 / 3
PIW O 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 / 0
EAPH 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 /O
HO LA 14 8 423 0 28 0 5 0 29 0 21 3 2 /5 6
BLJA 40 219 376 537 557 99 4 286 1130 415 492 1 1 9 /1 1 7
AM C R 392 118 1124 230 103 554 14 378 420 228 555 280 /  68

FICR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
C O R A 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 / 0
BCCH 301 176 1762 613 1099 242 111 527 1173 938 808 241 /  75
TUTI 0 109 315 202 158 62 1 245 415 101 212 3 9 /1 0
RBNU 32 2 94 13 218 6 0 6 81 34 115 0 / 0
W BNU 7 33 158 93 113 33 2 63 168 89 141 1 8 /5

BRCR 4 0 27 16 33 6 0 27 17 15 21 4 / 0
CAW R 2 27 2 36 2 2 2 46 13 0 5 7 9 /1 3
HOW R 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
W IW R 1 0 1 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 / 0
MAW R 8 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 / 0
GCKI 88 27 109 102 68 22 11 126 45 6 20 3 6 / 8

RCKI 6 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 / 0
EABL 4 0 0 1 7 0 0 13 29 0 0 0 / 0
HETH 3 0 0 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 / 0
AM R O 187 398 48 157 6 47 17 35 42 11 2 191 /5 3
G R C A 18 1 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 /3
NOM O 22 45 93 79 39 45 5 67 75 18 59 81 /1 0

BRTH 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 /O
AM PI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 / 0
BO W A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 / 0
C EW A 53 78 240 63 110 29 8 77 104 115 8 2 8 /1 7 9
NOSH 3 0 4 1 5 1 1 0 0 2 2 0 / 0
STAR 3668 2376 13666 1520 380 ■40400 72 3475 2805 1049 1757 6 0 6 3  /  746

O C W A 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
N AW A 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
YR W A 2340 16 32 167 0 19 122 53 3 0 0 259 /  76
PIW A 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
PAW A 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 / 0
COYE 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0

W IW A 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
YBCH 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 / 0
N O C A 84 94 113 142 37 30 10 99 207 30 114 1 2 4 /1 3

* Figures show n in N ew port County, R l/W estport, M A CBC colum n are broken down by state: Rl /  MA. 
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91st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species And. A thol B. B. C. Ann C. Cod Cone. Gr. Bos. M arsh. M. V. M id C . Millis

D lckclssel 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

R ufous-sided Tow hee 0 0 15 0 2 2 1 1 18 4 0

Am er. Tree Sparrow 69 219 43 154 7 746 293 65 21 22 281

C hipping S parrow 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 1

C lay-co lored Sparrow 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

R eid  S parrow 2 0 26 2 10 20 14 4 21 12 18

Vesper Sparrow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

S avannah S parrow 1 0 31 3 5 11 6 1 15 19 0

"Ipsw ich" S parrow 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0

Sharp-ta iled S parrow 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0

Fox Sparrow 2 0 1 0 2 0 2 1 0 2 1

Song S parrow 34 17 273 118 195 200 449 117 131 235 135

Sw am p S parrow 0 0 11 7 28 20 5 14 17 37 9

W hite-thr. S parrow 16 10 226 56 57 206 179 27 73 142 42

W hite-cr. S parrow 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

D ark-eyed Junco 253 313 155 173 24 1123 696 108 18 48 902

Lapland Longspur 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Snow  Bunting 0 0 4 67 0 16 125 5 0 0 0

Red-w inged B lackbird 7 1 1 0 7 73 63 44 3 6 43

Eastern M eadow lark 0 0 4 2 4 0 13 12 63 9 0

R usty B lackbird 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 1 0 0 0

Com m on G rackle 0 0 0 5 3 27 2 2 14 1 22

Brow n-headed C ow bird 0 0 6 0 0 9 30 1 3 0 6

N orthern O rio le 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Pine G rosbeak 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 0

Purple Finch 17 5 1 0 0 52 1 1 0 0 18

H ouse Finch 146 379 428 278 615 974 338 234 99 258 422

Red C rossb ill 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pine S iskin 9 1 2 2 0 1 3 0 0 0 6

Am erican Goldfinch 199 196 179 242 169 850 293 95 96 154 424

Evening G rosbeak 27 748 3 0 0 13 0 0 22 4 12

H ouse S parrow 449 835 716 1230 279 1740 1522 414 278 815 650

num ber o f species 55 56 108 95 117 82 119 98 101 108 76

total b irds 9013 10679 19349 34082 95166 34498 208372 29368 14459 21285 23130

And. A thol B. B. C. Ann C. C od Cone. Gr. Bos. Marsh. M .V . M id C . Millis

And. = A ndo ver C BC  D ecem ber 2 9 ,1 9 9 0
Athol = A tho l CBC D ecem ber 1 5 ,1 9 9 0
B. B. = Buzzards Bay CBC D ecem ber 15, 1990

C. Ann = C ape  A nn CBC D ecem ber 1 6 ,1 9 9 0
C. C o d =  C ape  C od CBC D ecem ber 1 6 ,1 9 9 0

Cone. = C oncord  C BC  D ecem ber 3 0 ,1 9 9 0
Gr, Bos. = G reater Boston C BC  D ecem ber 1 6 ,1 9 9 0

M arsh. = M arshfie ld  CBC D ecem ber 3 0 ,1 9 9 0
M .V . = M artha ’s V ineyard CBC D ecem ber 3 0 ,1 9 9 0  

M id C . = M id C ape C od C BC  D ecem ber 2 2 ,1 9 9 0
Minis = M illis C BC  D ecem ber 1 5 ,1 9 9 0
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91st CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 12/15/90-1/2/91

species Nant. N. B. Newbpt. Ply. Quab. Quin. Stall. Tau-M b. Uxbr. W stm . Wore. Nwp.RI*

DICK 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
RSTO 2 6 0 3 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 / 5
ATSP 0 18 363 76 444 121 6 283 431 66 234 8 7 / 4
CH SP 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
CC SP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
FISP 0 9 4 20 1 21 0 93 41 0 4 2 0 / 8

VESP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 / 0
SASP 26 4 7 3 0 4 0 1 8 0 0 7 9 / 2
"IPSP" 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
STSP 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
FOSP 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 2
SOSP 336 62 107 234 43 118 6 111 180 8 81 3 2 0 /1 6

SW SP 17 10 4 42 3 15 2 22 11 0 3 9 7 /1
W TSP 56 51 25 89 7 16 0 31 77 27 15 293 /  54
W CSP 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 /2
DEJU 44 162 268 344 261 187 11 389 1242 185 367 1 7 2 /7
LALO 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 / 0
SNBU 0 0 24 8 2 0 22 0 0 1 0 0 / 0

RW BL 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 2 4 2 0 /0
EAM E 3 0 8 0 0 0 10 43 0 0 0 4 3 /1
RUBL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 / 0
CO G R 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 2 0 14 4 5 5 /0
BHCO 3 35 0 0 0 75 0 4 26 0 28 1 4 9 /3
NO O R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 / 0

PIGR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / 0
PUFI 9 7 6 1 1 3 0 1 7 0 1 0 / 0
HOFI 226 218 501 161 169 115 21 137 224 79 295 362 /  30
RECR 0 4 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 / 0
PISI 0 0 11 2 3 0 0 4 9 10 13 0 / 0
A M G O 72 121 476 125 35 130 18 137 265 115 202 2 8 /1 8

EVGR 0 0 1 29 355 0 0 5 73 275 9 0 / 0
HOSP 153 167 1502 417 417 326 40 455 1058 492 577 354 /  45

#  of species 113 80 109 104 69 92 58 69 73 47 70 110

total birds 68997 11404 41779 17801 6433 67889 5909 12633 13768 6939 13230 34124

Nant. N. B. Newbpt. Ply. Quab. Quin. Stall. Tau-M b. Uxbr. W stm. Wore. Nwp.RI

* Figures show n in N ew port County, R l/W estport, M A CBC colum n are broken dow n by state: Rl /  MA.

Nant. = N antucket CBC D ecem ber 30, 1990
N. B. = N ew Bedford CBC D ecem ber 3 0 ,1 9 9 0

N ewbpt. = N ew buryport CBC D ecem ber 2 3 ,1 9 9 0
Ply. = P lym outh CBC D ecem ber 2 7 ,1 9 9 0

Q uab. = Q uabbin CBC D ecem ber 2 9 ,1 9 9 0
Quin. = Q uincy CBC D ecem ber 15, 1990
Stell. = S te llw agen CBC D ecem ber 2 2 ,1 9 9 0

Tau-M b. = Taunton-M iddleboro CBC D ecem ber 2 3 ,1 9 9 0
Uxbr. = Uxbridge, M A/RI CBC D ecem ber 29, 1990

W stm . = W estm inster CBC D ecem ber 2 2 ,1 9 9 0
Wore. = W orcester CBC D ecem ber 1 5 ,1 9 9 0

Nwp. Rl = N ew port County, R l/ 
W estport, M A CBC D ecem ber 1 5 ,1 9 9 0
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, - r  . What’s a Cocha?
on N a tu re  imoortantlv.

-  - i [ - ff — iin jn= ^ )g = q i
what’s a Cocha Antshrikc?

Cochas are small oxbow lakes near rivers in the Amazonian jim gle of 
South America. The Cocha Antshiike is a bird th a t imtil a few months ago was 
know n only from one specimen, a  female, obtained years ago in  eastern Ecua­
dor. Late in  1990, the species w as "rediscovered," and a male w as seen for the 
first time. A few weeks ago the species was found a t La Selva (the jungle) Lodge 
on the Napo River in  eastern Ecuador. During our recent trip to  Ecuador in 
February, m ost o f our group either heard or saw the bird during our stay a t  La 
Selva.

But our best birding there w as atop the new  hundred-foot tow er attached 
to  a g iant Ceiba tree. From there, incredible bird activity — in the treetops, 
exciting views of bright, colorful birds: Macaws, Toucans, Trogons, Barbels and 
an  array o f tanagers including the beautiful Paradise Tanager bathing in w ater 
in  bromeliads. We w ere eye-to-eye w ith  gems such as the Spangled Cotinga and 
the G reat Potoo (although the eyes of the Potoo, during the day, were closed).

One of the many highlights, however, was below the tree and a few yards 
away: a m other Long-tailed Potoo seen a t close range, sitting as still as could 
be, aside a tree stem, w ith its deep brown eyes, and its single young, w ith clear 
w hite eyes, nestled by her side. At night, birds heard, and some seen, in the 
jim gle were: Gray Potoo, Nocturnal Cuiassow, Tinamous, Trumpeters, and 
Owls: Black-banded, Crested, Spectacled, M ottled  Tawny-beUied Screech and 
Ferruginous Pygmy.

In all, over 425  species of birds w ere seen or heard throughout the trip.
There’ll be another Focus on  N ature Tour to  Ecuador Ju ly  19 — 31, for
$1240 plus airfare. (July is prime time for the Zigzag and Agami herons.) 

In addition to  La Selva, other top birding spots in Ecuador will be 
visited w ith  Juan  Carlos Matheus, one of the best birding guides in 

^  the country.
Plus: an optional extension to the Galapagos, July 31 -  Aug 8, 

fo r $1520 (with a newly refurbished yacht as your home). 
Bird either the mainland, the Galapagos, or both.

A lso scheduled fo r June 14 -  2 7 ; great birding 
in Venezuela, $1695  plus airfare.

For information about these and other tours, 
contact: FOCUS ON NATURE TOURS

PO BOX 9021 
WILMINGTON, DE 19809 
Phone: 302-529-1876  
or Toll-free: 800-547-8893  
Ask for Armas Hill

Always, the best possible birding at the best possible price!


