PHOTO FIELD NOTE: A WHITE GOLDFINCH

Note dated January 6, 1989.

Enclosed are a few pictures of the
albino goldfinch that has been
coming to our feeder for the past
month. He eats mainly from our
thistle feeder. He began coming in
early December, and we called
Massachusetts Audubon right away.
We were told that the bird must be
an albino and that the life span was
very short. However, he has been
around since and fed at our feeder
today. We have named him
"Whitey."

Dave and Kim Purinton, Bolton

Goldfinch "Whitey" (right)
Photo by D. and K. Purinton

Editor’s Note. The short life span predicted for Whitey by Massachusetts
Audubon refers to the fact that albino creatures generally provide a
conspicuous target for predators and, hence, are often short-lived. When Bird
Observer requested permission to publish their photo of the bird, Kim Purinton
confirmed that Whitey's feathers had been entirely white, and the bill, legs, and
feet, as can be seen from the photo, were very pale. She recalled that the eye
color, viewed through binoculars at close distance, appeared dark, not red, but
was less certain of this. Kim also added the interesting footnote that on
December 11, 1989, at the same time the following year, a white goldfinch
again appeared at their feeder and stayed around for about a month. Although
the Purintons cannot be certain, they think it must have been Whitey, alive and
well and still eager for thistle seed. DRA.
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SOLAR SIPPER™

“Because birds like a drink of water too.” o The portable
bird-tested Solar Sipper is a cold weather bird watering
device. It uses the power of the winter sun as well as air
insulation pockets to extend the time that water remains
liquid in freezing temperatures during daylight hours. o
Itis environmentally safe and makes a perfect gift. It may
be used on the ground or on a dry birdbath. An available
mounting bracket is useful for elevated installations near
windows or feeders.

Order now from Happy Bird Corporation

479 South St., Foxboro, MA 02035

Made in USA. Pat Pending.

Model STDSSSolarBlack . ................. $19.95
Model DLXSSBerryRed ................... $26.95
Add $15.00 for Mounting Bracket. Add $3.50 per unit

(with or without bracket) for shipping and handling.
Dealers may wish to write for information.




