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October’s At a Glance photo plainly represents a long-legged wader, a 
heron or an egret species. Despite the fact that the picture shows only the head 
and neck, it readily provides enough of a view to identify the bird.

Several features are immediately obvious. First, the bird possesses a very 
long and slender bicolored bill. Second, the long, almost reptilian, neck is 
heavily striped on the front. And third, close scmtiny reveals a short white 
plume on the back of the head. Collectively, these features are shared by only 
one species of North American ardeid.

Only the Reddish Egret, Little Blue Heron, and Tricolored Heron exhibit 
such a prominently bicolored bill. The first two of these species can be 
eliminated on the basis of the striped neck. Thus, the evidence quickly points to 
Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor) as the identity of the pictured species. 
Further support for the bird’s being a Tricolored Heron lies in the extremely 
long slender neck, a feature not similarly exaggerated in any of our other dark 
heron species. The single short white plume on the back of the head indicates 
that the pictured bird is an adult.

The Tricolored Heron in the picture was photographed in April in southern 
Florida.

Tricolored Heron Photo by Wayne R. Petersen

BIRD OBSERVER 358 Vol. 16, No. 6,1988



AT A GLANCE

Can you identify this bird?
Identification will be discussed in next issue’s AT A GLANCE.

We give avid birders something 
few binocular and 
telescope stores can.
Help.

We at the F.C. Meichsner Co. don't just 
talk to our customers about optical equip­
ment. We listen to them, too.

And when you've been listening to 
people for 72 years, you can't help but 
learn a thing or two.

Like what birders want in a pair of binoculars— 
and what they don't.

So when you're about ready for a new spot­
ting scope, binoculars, or repairs on equipment 
you already own, give us a call.

We accept most major credit cards, and we'd be happy 
to let you do most of the talking.

f t  F.C. Meichsner Co.
182 Lincoln St., Boston, MA 02111 
(617) 426-7092


