
At a Glance April 1983 Photo
If you identified April's bird as a junco, you are to be 
congratulated even though you are wrong, for this was also 
the first choice of several experts who were consulted about 
the picture. Although no one sent in a correct identifica­
tion, the entries were very interesting.
"April's bird is out of habitat again, but definitely a 
junco. Light bill and white outer tail feathers are the 
best field marks."
"Everything but the bill says 'junco' (white under tail, 
dark eye). Maybe the 'bill' is due to the camera angle. 
Anyway that's our uncertain guess."

H. B. Kane's handsome picture, dated May 18, 1947, is titled 
"Scarlet Tanager Male and Apple Blossoms." This print was 
pulled from the Massachusetts Audubon files to check the 
identification, and it proved to be one of a series of photos 
of this bird, several of the negatives being more readily 
recognizable. The junco-like appearance of the bird probably 
resulted from the use of a flashbulb set-up, the same effect 
that is produced by bright sunlight glinting off the dark 
wing of a crow, making it appear silvery or white. The Scar­
let Tanager is so readily recognized by its brilliant plumage 
tl\,at one pays little attention to the bill. As stated by the 
uncertain, but very perceptive, contestant quoted above, all 
"but the bill" seems right. Moreover, the bill cannot be ig­
nored, and in this birdwatcher's opinion (probably biased by 
foreknowledge), the bill of the pictured bird says "tanager."
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Bird Books
Annotated catalogues are issued 3 
times a year (send $2.00 for first year 
subscription). W ide selection of books 
on birds, out-of-print, rare and new- 
scholarly and fine color plate, regional 
and foreign field guides. A lso books of 
interest to the naturalist on the flora 
and fauna of this country and foreign 
lands, biographies and travels of 
naturalists. Libraries and single copies 
purchased.
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C a n  y o u  id e n t ify  th is  b ird ?  Id e n t if ic a t io n  w ill b e  d is c u s s e d  in n e x t  is s u e ’s At a 
Glance. Bird Observer w ill a w a rd  a  P R IZ E  to  th e  r e a d e r  w h o  su b m its  th e  

m o s t  c o r r e c t  a n s w e rs  in  1983. P le a s e  s e n d  y o u r  e n tr y  o n  a  p o s tc a r d  t o  B ird  

O b s e r v e r ,  462 T r a p e lo  R o a d ,  B e lm o n t ,  M A  02178  b e fo r e  th e  a n s w e r  is 
p u b lish ed  in th e  n e x t  issu e .
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B ird  N a n tu ck et
August 27 - October 8
♦Assist banding research 

sponsored by The Maria 
Mitchell Association

♦Share cottage in Mothball Pines, 
famous stopping place for 
migrating land birds 
$200/week

For details write:
Bird Nantucket 

Box 1182
Nantucket, MA 02554
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