Field Records:

July 1982

Royal Tern

This midsummer month averaged on the warm side with above normal rain and sunnier than
usual skies. The abnormal coolness of June continued into the first week of July. The
year's first 90° reading came on the 7th, 27 days later than average. This was followed
by seasonal temperatures until a severe heat wave struck, with highs in the 90's four
days in a row. The highs on the 17-19th each set new records, topping 96° made in 1953,
97° in 1900 and 96° in 1946; the new records were 97°, 98°, and 98° respectively. Rain
totaled 4.22 inches, 1.48 inches above normal. The first significant rain was 1.84
inches in less than 24 hours on the 20-21st. No heavy fog was noted during the month.

LOONS THROUGH RAILS

Six Red-throated Loons at Manomet were unusual for mid-summer; the most recent records
for this species in July were way back in 1973 when two were noted in Manomet and one on
Monomoy .

The first Bird Observer sponsored pelagic trip to Pollock Rip was a great success with
about 800 Greater, 50 Sooty, 15 Cory's and 5 Manx shearwaters recorded in the calm
waters off Monomoy and Chatham. Wilson's Storm-Petrels were noted in good numbers both
at Stellwagen Bank (350+), and Pollock Rip (250+).

Heron reports were poor compared with previous years. Of note were Yellow-crowned
Night-Herons at Monomoy, Squantum and Plum Island.

Interesting waterfowl reports included a late lingering Brant in Duxburv on the 17th
and an adult Greater Scaup well observed at Stage Island Pool, Plum Island on the 1llth.

An immature Bald Eagle was reported in Wareham where it was observed for about two weeks

by local residents before it was identified. R.H.S.
SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVERS
Common Loon:
11,25 Wareham, Monomoy 1572 K.Holmes#, BOEM (W.Petersen)
Red-throated Loon:
8 Manomet 6 MBO staff
Pied-billed Grebe:
12 P.I1. 4 BBC
Cory's Shearwater:
25 Pollock Rip 15 BOEM (W.Petersen)
Greater Shearwater:
25 Pollock Rip 800 BOEM (W.Petersen)
Sooty Shearwater:
25 Pollock Rip 50 BOEM (W.Petersen)
Manx Shearwater:
25 Pollock Rip 5 BOEM (W.Petersen)
Wilson's Storm-Petrel:
3,25 Stellwagen, Pollock Rip 3504, 250 J.Grugan, BOEM (W.Petersen)
Double-crested Cormorant:
31 P.I1. 500 BBC
Great Blue Heron:
3,10 S.Hanson, Barnstable 8, 6 W.Petersen, B.Nikula
29,31 GMNWR, P,I. 4, 15 R.Walton, BBC
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SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OB§BRVERS

Green-backed Heron:

21,29 P.I., GMNWR 9, 6 D.Spencer, R.Walton
Little Blue Heron:

thr., 3 P.I., Nantucket 1-2, 2 ad. v.o0., C.Jackson
Cattle Egret:

thr. Ipswich max. 4 J.Berry
Great Egret: .

thr.,30 P.I., Saugus 3-4, 3 v.0., J.Berry
Snowy Egret:

thr.,17 P.I., Cohasset max. 210, 35 v.o., H,Mallers

24 Monomoy 200 W.Petersen
Tricolored Heron:

thr.,5 P.I., Monomoy max. 3, 1 v.0., B.Nikula
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron:

24,28,31 Monomoy, Squantum, P.I. 1, 1 ad., 1 B.Nikula#, G.d'Entremont, v.o.
Least Bittern:

thr, P.I. 1+ v.0.
American Bittern:

1,5+11 S.Dartmouth, P.I, 2; 1 K.Winkler, BBC+G.Gove
Glossy Ibis:

thr. P.I., Monomoy max. 70, max. 19 v.o., v.o.
Canada Goose:

26 Pule 1000 BBC

Brant:

17 Duxbury 1 R.Walton
Gadwall:

21 PI. 279 D.Spencer
Green-winged Teal:

21 P.I. 23 D.Spencer
Blue-winged Teal:

21 P.I1. 43 D.Spencer
American Wigeon:

24 P.I1. 2 J.Berry
Northern Shoveler:
P,.I1. 3 BBC

Wood Duck:

thr, GMNWR 30+ v.0.
Greater Scaup: details on file

11 P.I. (Stage I.) 1 ad. J.Berry, I.Giriunas, R.Forster
Common Goldeneye:

17 Duxbury 1 R.Walton
Common Eider:

10 Rockport (Halibut Pt.) 75 J.Berry
Ruddy Duck:

thr. P.I. max., 4 V.0,

Red-breasted Merganser:

31 Monomoy 8 B.Nikula#
Turkey Vulture:

1 S.Dartmouth 4 K.Winkler
Red-shouldered Hawk:

2,5+11 SRV, Dover 1, X R.Walton, E.Taylor
24,30 Hamilton, Norwell Iy 2 J.Berry, W.Petersen
Bald Eagle:

11 Wareham 1 imm. K.Holmes, D.Emerson
Osprey:

25 Scituate 1 SSBC

Peregrine Falcon:

17 Wellesley 1 L.Robinson
Virginia Rail:

17 GMNWR 17 H.Mallers

Sora:

17 GMNWR 3 BBC

Common Moorhen:

26 P.I. 7 BBC

SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS

American Oystercatchers were present throughout the month on Monomoy with a total of 26
being reported on the 17th. Migrating shorebirds were noted in increasing numbers indi-
cating that Fall migration is underway. Among the migrants, one can occasionally see
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color marked and banded birds which were netted and released at James Bay.

A number of Piping Plover chicks were seen at four coastal locations.

American Woodcock

were seen in several locations indicating that they did not all perish in the April
snowstorm. Whimbrels were seen at six locations and their numbers should increase in

August.

Solitary Sandpipers were seen at several usual inland locations and at ome

coastal location which is unusual as these birds are rarely seen on the coast.

Willets were seen throughout the month on Monomoy with a maximum of 50, including 15 of

the western race, on the l4th.

Red Knots were noted in extremely low numbers, particu-

larly in Scituate where they were said to be the lowest numbers in the last five years
according to Wayne Petersen, who has studied these birds in conjunction with an MBO pro-

gram,

Last year the maximum was 2500 birds compared to 175 this July.

A maximum of

1800 Short-billed Dowitchers was noted on Monomoy and early Long-billed Dowitchers were

noted on the 1llth.

Stilt Sandpiper numbers were down from last year.

A breeding~

plumaged Western Sandpiper was seen in Scituate and three Ruffs were noted in as many

locations.

Three adult and one immature Little Gull were seen in Newburyport and one immature was

noted in Scituate.

and 200 Least Terns were counted at P.I.

a maximum of three at P.I.

A maximum of 100 "portlandica" Arctic Terns were counted on Monomoy
Royal Terns were noted at four locations with
One Sandwich Tern was on Nantucket and two were seen at

Nauset and a single Caspian Tern was reported from Newburyport.
throughout the last half of the month with five seen at Scituate on the l4th.

Black Terns were noted
Black

Skimmers were seen at five locations with four present at Westport and three on onomoy,

one of the latter being a banded bird apd at least two of these were adults. G.W.G.
SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVER
American Oystercatcher:
thr, Honomoy max. 26 (7/17) v.0.
3,23 Nant., Nauset 25 6 C.Jackson, B.Nikula
Semipalmated Sandpiper:
11,21 P.I. 5, 241 R.Forster, D.Spencer
18,25 Scituate 50, 75 W.Petersen, SSBC
24 Monomoy 50 W.Petersenf
Piping Plover:
9;25 Scituate 1 +yg.; 2 ad. +3 imm, W.Petersen, SSBC
3 Duxbury 2 ad, + 2 imm, R.Walton
21,24 P.1., lonomoy 4 ad, + 2 imm., 5 D.Spencer, W.Petersenf
Killdeer:
21 Rowley, P.I. 5 +1 imm., 5 D.Spencer
24 SRV 3 R.Walton
Black-bellied Plover:
13,24 Monomoy 50, 100 F.Hamlen#, W.Petersen#
Ruddy Turnstone:
19,31 P.I. 30, 5 BBC, G.Gove
24,25 Monomoy, Scituate 25, 40 W.Petersen, SSBC
American Woodcock:
16,17 Lincoln, Concord h P | J.Carter
16,24 Beverly, Hamilton 2 R | J.Berry
Common Snipe:
25 SRV, Bridgewater 1, 4 R.Walton, W.Smith#
Whimbrel:
4,17 lfonomoy 2, 6 G.Govef
18,21,31 P.T1: 15::1,5.:7 G.Govef, D.Spencer#, R.Stymeist#
31 Newbypt 10 E.Nielsent
18,23,29 Scituate b B A ) W.Petersen
18 Yarmouth 10 R.Forster
26 Annisquam 1 H.Wiggin
Upland Sandpiper:
10,31 Newbypt, W.Newbury 6, 3 C.Floyd#, G.Gove
15 Bridgewater 4 W.Petersen
Spotted Sandpiper:
335,11 S.Hanson; Rockport, P.I. 235:25:2 W.Petersen; J.Berry
17,24 GMNWR 6, 7 BBC, L.Taylor
5 SRV 4 R.Walton
Solitary Sandpiper:
1,17,24 GMNWR 15556 R.Walton, H.Mallers, L.Taylor
15,31 Framingham, Concord 25772 R.Forster
20 SRV 5 R.Walton
21,25 Scituate, Bridgewater e | W.Petersen, W.Smith#
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SPECIES/DATE

LOCATION

Solitary Sandpiper:

26-31
Willet:
thr.
11,18
17,18

Wellesley

Monomoy
Newbypt, P.I.
Yarmouth, W.Dennis

Greater Yellowlegs:

3
21
24

Newbypt-P.1.
P.I., Rowley (PRNWR)
Monomoy

Lesser Yellowlegs:

3,11
21,25

24

Red Knot:
4,24
18,21,29
17

Newbypt
P.I., Bridgewater
Monomoy

Honomoy
Scituate
Duxbury

Pectoral Sandpiper:

17;21,31 Rowley; P.I.
24,29 Monomoy, Scituate
White-rumped Sandpiper:

24 Monomoy

Least Sandpiper:

11,24 P.I.

13,24 Monomoy

17,18 GMNWR, SRV
18,25 Scituate
Short-billed Dowitcher

11-24 P.I.

13,24 Monomoy
Long-billed Dowitcher:

11,18 P.I.

21 Scituate
Stilt Sandpiper:

11-25 P.I.

24 Monomoy
Semipalmated Sandpiper:

5,26 P.I.

18, 25 Scituate

24 Monomoy
Western Sandpiper:

23 Scituate
Hudsonian Godwit:

thr. Monomoy

11-25 Newbypt-P.I.
29,31 Scituate, Revere
Ruff:

3, 17-31 Honomoy, WBWS
25 Bridgewater
Sanderling:

21,24 P.I., Monomoy

Wilson's Phalarope:

5,31
Laughing Gull:
13

P.I., Monomoy

Monomoy

Bonaparte's Gull:

21
Little Gull:
thr.
18
Forster's Tern:
10,24-31
Common Tern:
3
18
Arctic Tern:
thr.
18
Roseate Tern:
23,29

P.I.

Newbypt
Scituate

P.I., Monomoy

Newbypt (Woodbridge I.)
Scituate (3d Cliff)

Monomoy
Scituate

Scituate

NUMBER
1

max, 50+(7/14)
2, 4
b R0 |

40
45, 7
100

300
35

50,
70,
150

300
75, 175+

15, 10
100, 450+
5, 6

50, 150

max. 293 (7/18)
400, 1800

4, 1
1 ad.

max. 8
7

10, 27
200, 600
1800

OBSERVER
K.Winkler

B.Nikula#
J.Grugan, H.Mallers
R.Forster

W.Petersenf
D.Spencer#
W.Petersenf

R.Forsterf, J.Grugan
D.Spencer#, W.Smith
W.Petersenf

G.Govef, W.Petersen#
V.Petersen
R.Walton

J.Berry; D.Spencer#, BBC
W.Petersen

W.Petersen#

J.Berry

F.Hamlenf, W.Petersen#
BBC, R.Walton
W.Petersen#, SSBC

v.o.
F.Hamlen{!, W.Petersenf

R.Forsterf, G.Covef
W.Petersen

V.0.
W.Petersenf{

BBC
W.Petersen#, SSBC
W.Petersen{

1 breeding plumage W.Petersen

118
23

max.
max.
1, 7

1m, 2m
1

260, 100
3 1

300

60

max., 4 (3 ad.)
) imm. (ph)

il Syt

175+
425

100 (Portlandica)
1 (Portlandica)

150, 200
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Vv.0.
v.0.
W.Petersen, K.Winkler

B.Nikula, v.o.
W.Smith

D.Spencer#, W.Petersenf
v.0., B.Nikulaf
F.Hamlen{

D.Spencer

v.o.
W.Petersen

J.Grugan, v.o.

W.Petersen, R.Forster
W.Petersen

v.o., fide B.Nikula
W.Petersen

W.Petersen



SPECIES/DATE LOCATION
Least Tern: K
24 P.I.
Royal Tern:
3,4,14 Monomoy
3,22 Nant,, Scituate
12-31 P.I.

Sandwich Tern:
4,14

Caspian Tern:
3

Black Tern:
14,21
18,25,31

Black Skimmer:
2,9 +23
11,25
25-31

Nant., Nauset
Newbypt

Scituate
P.Le

Plymouth, Nauset
P.I., Westport
Monomoy

CUCKOOS THROUGH SPARROWS

OBSERVER

J.Berryf

B.Nikula, G.Gove#
C.Jackson, D.Twitchell
v.o.

N.Jenks-Jay, V.Laux#

W.Petersen

J.Powers, VW.Petersen
C.Floyd +v.o.

K.Holmes#, B.Nikula
J.Berryfi+v.o0., F.Sweeney
B.Nikulaf#+v.o,

The numbers of records submitted and of rare species observed were both few for this

group of landbirds.

The only noticeable trend was that a small migratory movement de-

veloped, mainly at coastal sites, during the last week of the month. This was associ-
ated with a frontal passage and several days of rainy weather, beginning on the 26th.
Single migrant Red-breasted Nuthatches were reported from both Framingham on the 26th

and Annisquam on the 30th.

Among the first southward migrant warblers were a Blue-

winged at Cambridge, a Cape May at Annisquam, and a Black-thrcated Blue at Manomet.
The July 29 date is a bit early for the fall migrant Yellow-throated Warbler seen at
The last two days of the month saw Northern Waterthrushes at Manomet

Naushon Island.
and Plum Island.

A July 23 visit to the Carlisle conservation land found the male Kentucky Warbler, first
reported in May, still singing. No females were observed all season, although this bird
was accompanied by another male when it first arrived.

Orchard Orioles showed migratory movement about one week and one frontal passage earlier
than other landbirds, with three individuals banded at Manomet on the 21st. About a
week later, staff there remarked upon observing five more individuals. A Rose-breasted
Grosbeak was seen at-a non-breeding site in Cambridge on the 30th. The Pine Siskin
banded in Rockport was unusual in two ways -- both in the timing of the occurrence, one
of the very few in July, and in the fact that a brood patch was evident. At least two
Grasshopper Sparrows were discovered in a small field in Lincoln. Though breeding was
not confirmed, this site appeared to have appropriate habitat. L.E.T.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo:

thr. 6 locations 8 ind. v.0.
Short-eared Owl:

17,31 Monomoy 2, 2 G.Gove, B.Nikula
Whip-poor-will:

9 Dover calling E.Taylor
Ruby-throated Hummingbird:

thr, 5 locations 7 ind. v.o.
Pileated Woodpecker:

4 Dover 1 K.Winkler
Eastern Kingbird:

12-31 BT, 20 max. (7/31) BBC
Eastern Phoebe: .

5,17 Dover, GHNWR 4, 6 0.Komar, BBC
Willow Flycatcher:

3,11 Bolton Flats, NHewton 6, 4 BBC

11,15 SRV, Cambridge 2,3 R.Walton, L.Robinson
Alder Flycatcher:

3,23 Bolton Flats, Lincoln 2o X BBC, R.Walton

24 Lincoln C.Floyd#
Eastern Wood-Pewee:

24 SRV 2 R.Walton
Tree Swallow:

26 P.I. 1000+ BBC
Cliff Swallow:

5-24 P.I. 14 active nests v.o.
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SPECIES[DATE LOCATION

Purple Martin:

5-26 P.I.

Fish Crow:

11,27 Wareham, Norwell

White-breasted Nuthatch:
11 SRV
Red-breasted Nuthatch:

10,26 Beverly, Framingham
30 Annisquam
Brown Creeper:
4=24,6-31 Dover, Norwell
House Wren:
10 Beverly
Winter Wren:
1-5 Dover
Marsh Wren:
5,18 P.I., GMNWR
Gray Catbird:
26 Cambridge
Wood Thrush:
24 SRV
Hermit Thrush:
thr, Dover, Sherborn
Veery:
4,5 Natick, Dover
5,10 SRV, W.Newbury
Eastern Bluebird:
thr.,3 Sherborn, S.Hanson
10,11 Plymouth, Northboro

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher:
11-18,15 Dover, Middleboro

24 Dover (different site)

White-eyed Vireo:
8 Scituate (Humarock)
Yellow-throated Vireo:
3 ONWR
Red-eyed Vireo:
11,24
Warbling Vireo:
2,11

SRV, GMNWR

Norwell, SRV

11,15 Newton, Bridgewater
Golden-winged Warbler:

25 W.Newbury
Blue-winged Warbler:

2,16 MBO

10,26 W.Newbury, Cambridge
"Brewster's" Warbler:

5 W.Newbury
Cape May Warbler:

27 Annisquam
Black-throated Blue Warbler:

29 MBO
Black-throated Green Warbler:

Dover

Yellow-throated Warbler:

29 Naushon I.
Pine Warbler:

3 Wellesley
Ovenbird:

4,5 Natick, Dover

Northern Waterthrush:
30,31 MBO, P,I.
Kentucky Warbler:

. from May - 23 Carlisle

Common Yellowthroat:

5 SRV
American Redstart:

10 W.Newbury
Bobolink:

3 E.Bridgewater

NUMBER

125 max. (7/26)
1,1
10

1, 1
1

2, nest w/young
4-5 m.

1

5, 50

10

5

5, 6

503
5, 20+(incl. yg.)

2, 1m
2 nests, 1

1, 1
4 (incl. yg.)

1 singing

1f£f.b.,1¢€£.b,
3, 1 singing

1 (good details)
1

1

1

1

1 singing

1, 18

3b., 1

1 m. singing
11
2 (incl. yg.)

2 pr.
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OBSERVER

v.0.
K.Holmesf, W.Petersen
R.Walton

J.Berry, R.Forster
H.Wiggin

K.Winkler, W.Petersen
J.Berry

V.0.

L.Robinson
R.Walton
E.Taylor#

BBC, O.Komar#
P.Walton, C.Floyd#

E.Taylor, W,Petersen
MBO staff, J.Chamberlain

E.Taylor, W.Petersen
K.Winkler

P.Butler
BBC
R.Walton, L.Taylor

W.Petersen, R.Walton
BBC, W.Petersen

W.Smith#

Staff
R.Stymeist#, L.Robinson

W.Smith
H.Wiggin
Staff
0.Komar#
M.Litchfield#
K.Winkler
BBC, O.Komar#
staff, BBC
K.Harte
R.Walton
R.Stymeist#

W.Petersen
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SPECIES/DATE LOCATION NUMBER OBSERVER
Eastern Meadowlark:

25 Lincoln 15 R.Forster
Orchard Oriole:

5 Wayland, W.Newbury 1 imm. m., pr. on nest L.Robinson, W.Smith
6,10 Winchester, Concord 1 ad. m., pr. G.Gove, G.Gove#

11,21 Newton, MBO 1, 3 b, BBC, Staff

29 MBO 5 Staff
Northern Oriole:

10,17 W.Newbury, GMNWR 1 ad. + yg., 2 ad. + 2 yg. R.Stymeistf, H.Mallers#
Scarlet Tanager:

24 Hamilton 3 m. singing J.Berryf
Rose-breasted Grosbeak:

5,17 SRV, GMNWR 5, 3 R.Walton, BBC

30 Cambridge 1 L.Robinson
Indigo Bunting:

17, 17-24 Ipswich, GMNWR 1 m. singing, 2 J.Berry, BBC

24 SRV 4 R.Walton
Pine Siskin:

13 Rockport 1 b. (w/brood patch) R.Norris
Savannah Sparrow:

11,23 PI, Concord 1, 1 ad, + 3 imm, J.Berry, R.Walton
Grasshopper Sparrow:

14-31,10 Lincoln, Medfield 2; 2 C.Floyd#, v.o.
Sharp-tailed Sparrow:

1,10-31 S.Dartmouth, PI 4, 8 max, (7/31) K.Winkler, v.o.
Seaside Sparrow:

1,17 S.Dartmouth,Monomoy 4, 1 K.Winkler, G.Gove

18 PoT 2 C.Floyd
Dark-eyed Junco:

11 Dover 2 (confirmed breeding) E.Taylor, B.Cassie
Swamp Sparrow:

18 SRV 9 R.Walton
Song Sparrow:

24 SRV 22 R.Walton

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 2

ad. adult F.M. Fowl Meadow, Milton

alt. alternate (plmge) gr. greater as in Gr.Boston area

b. banded I. Island

br. breeding M.V. Martha's Vineyard

dk. dark (phase) Mt.A. Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge

e female Nant.  Nantucket

fl. fledge Newbypt Newburyport

imm. immature ONWR Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge

ind. individuals P.I. Plum Island

loc. locations P'town Provincetown

TE: light (phase) R.P. Race Point, Provincetown

m. male S.N. Sandy Neck, Barnstable

max. maximum Stellw. Stellwagen (Bank)

migr. migrating ABC Allen Bird Club

ph. photographed BBC Brookline Bird Club

pl. plumage BOEM Bird Observer of Eastern Massachusetts

pr. pair CBC Christmas Bird Count

thr.  throughout DFWS Drumlin Farm Wildlife Sanctuary

Vv.0. various observers FBC Forbush Bird Clud

W winter (2W = second winter) GBBBC Greater Boston Breeding Bird Census

w/ with GMNWR Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge

Y8. young IRWS Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary

# additional observers MAS Massachusetts Audubon Society

ALA. Arnold Arboretum MBO Manomet Bird Observatory

A.P. Andrews Point, Rockport MNWS Marblehead Neck Wildlife Sanctuary

Buzz. Buzzards (Bay) NBBC Newburyport Breeding Bird Census

C.Cod Cape Cod SSBC South Shore Bird Club

E.P. Eastern Point, Gloucester TASL Take a Second Look (BOEM project)

F.E. First Encounter Beach, Eastham WBWS Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary

F.H. Fort Hill, Eastham WMWS Wachusett Meadows Wildlife Sanctuary
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