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Breeding Birds of Ontario:
Nidiology and Distribution

Volume 2: Passerines
(First Revision - Part A: Flycatchers to Gnatcatchers)

George K. Peck and Ross D. James

Another decade has elapsed since
the publication of Volume 2 of
Breeding Birds of Ontario (Peck
and James 1987), and it has been
four years since the revision of
Volume 1 (Peck and James 1983)
which appeared in three parts in
Ontario Birds in 1993-4. During the
decade, continuing changes in the
breeding status and distribution of
Ontario’s passerine breeding
species have made this present revi-
sion timely. Some species (eg.
Acadian Flycatcher, Loggerhead
Shrike, Wood Thrush, and
Prothonotary Warbler) have con-
tinued to decrease, and Henslow’s
Sparrow has all but disappeared as
a provincial breeding species.
Conversely, the House Finch has
rapidly expanded throughout
southern Ontario and occurred in
summer as far north as Nipissing
and Rainy River Districts. Other
changes include the confirmed 1987
nesting of Western Kingbird, local
increases in breeding populations
of Hooded Warbler and Orchard
Oriole, and another sporadic nest-
ing of Dickcissels in 1988. The latter
species became the 87th host of the
Brown-headed Cowbird in Ontario.

Our primary source of nidiolog-
ical and distributional data, the

Ontario Nest Records Scheme
(ONRS), has expanded until it now
contains more than 110,000 nest
cards. In addition to the cards of
current ONRS contributors, natu-
ralists’ field logs continue to be
turned in to the Royal Ontario
Museum (ROM), and we are con-
tinuing to extract provincial nesting
and breeding records from these
journals. These field logs include
historical records of L. H. Beamer,
G. Boyer, R. C. Brooman, G. Clouts,
O. E. Devitt, P .Harrington, J. A.
Morden, H. Morris, E. Nasmith, R.
Pickering, W. E. Saunders, W. W.
Smith, J. D. Soper, and F. Starr. All
other published sources of Ontario
breeding bird data such as the
National Audubon Society Field
Notes are included in this revision.

All known new provincial nest-
ing and breeding records appear in
this revision. A “nesting” record is
an exact term involving the finding
of an active nest, whereas a “breed-
ing” record, a less exact designa-
tion, usually implies the observa-
tion of an adult with flightless (pre-
cocial species) or flying stub-tailed
(altricial species) young, away from
the nest. For colonial species, the
record (nest card) numbers may
indicate the number of cards of
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colonies rather than nests. In non-
colonial species, where more than
one nest is listed on cards, the actu-
al nest total is given in parentheses
after the record (nest card) number.
Brackets [ ] around a species’ name
indicate a hypothetical breeding
species; brackets around a corre-
sponding record [nest card] number
indicate a nesting(s) lacking docu-
mentation. The egg numbers in bold
print (e.g., 4E) indicate known,
complete clutch sizes. Despite the
various regional groupings that
have occurred, such as the combin-
ing of counties Leeds/Grenville/
Dundas, we have continued to list
the 52 provincial regions as mapped
and described in both volumes of
Breeding Birds..

Changes in nesting and breed-
ing distribution, nest data, clutch
sizes, cowbird parasitism, incuba-
tion periods, and new early and late
egg dates, are given if they have
been acquired. The four symbols
used to qualify records on the
breeding distribution maps of both
volumes still apply, and it is under-

Breeding Bird Species

Olive-sided Flycatcher, Confopus cooperi

stood that these revisional changes
may add symbols, or alter existing
symbols if documentation has been
received with the record.

Recent supplements to the
American Ornithologists’ Union
Check-list (AOU 1989, 1995) have
resulted in some English and scien-
tific name changes affecting the
Ontario breeding passerines list.
The new English names are
American Pipit replacing Water
Pipit, Eastern Towhee replacing
Rufous-sided Towhee, Nelson’s
Sharp-tailed Sparrow replacing
Sharp-tailed Sparrow, and Balti-
more Oriole replacing Northern
Oriole. Currently, the forty-first and
last supplement (AOU 1997) prior
to the seventh edition of the AOU
Check-list has made even more
profound changes affecting one
English name (Blue-headed Vireo
replaces Solitary Vireo), other sci-
entific names, and the listing order
of passerine species, which will be
reflected in these revisions. Most of
these latter changes are based on
DNA-DNA hybridization studies.

20 nests representing 13 provincial regions. A documented nest from Sudbury District (1987)

was the only new regional nesting.

Eastern Wood-Pewee, Contopus virens

298 nests representing 38 provincial regions. Recently acquired nest records from former
counties of Lincoln (1939), Welland (1944), and a 1983 nest from Niagara, have established
Niagara RM as a nesting region. A 1984 nesting was recently submitted for Prince Edward

County.

Cowbird parasitism 165 nests with 9 parasitized (5.5%).
EGG DATES An extremely early egg date of 15 May from Wellington (1894) by Allan
Brooks would seem to be in error, possibly due to a misidentification.
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