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FIELD OBSERVATIONS

Summer Report: June-July 2018.—This report consists of significant bird 
observations compiled by the Field Observations Committee (FOC). Electronic 
submissions to the FOC should be in the following format: species, number of individuals, 
age and sex of the bird(s), color morph if applicable, location (including county), date, 
observer(s), and significance. Seasons are winter (December-February), spring (March-
May), summer (June-July), and fall (August-November). Submit observations to regional 
compilers within two weeks after the close of each season, or to the state compiler within 
one month. Addresses of the compilers follow this report.

Sight-only observations are considered “reports” while only those observations 
supported by verifiable evidence (photographs, video or audio recordings, or specimens) are 
called “records.” Species for which documentation is required by the FOC and by the FOS 
Records Committee (FOSRC; <fosbirds.org/official-florida-state-bird-list>) are marked 
here with an asterisk (*). A county designation (in italics) accompanies the first-time 
listing of each site in this report. Abbreviations in this report are: AFB = Air Force Base, 
AFR = Air Force Range, CA = Conservation Area, EOS = end of season, m. obs. = many 
observers, NERR = National Estuarine Research Reserve, NP = National Park, NSRA = 
North Shore Restoration Area, NWR = National Wildlife Refuge, SF = State Forest, SP = 
State Park, STA = Stormwater Treatment Area, STF = sewage treatment facility, WMA = 
Wildlife Management Area, and N, S, E, W etc., for compass directions. Bold-faced entries 
denote birds newly reported or verified in Florida, or record numbers. +Photographs or 
video- or audio-recordings archived by the FOC are identified by a plus (+).

Summary of the Summer Season

FOSRC review species listed in this report include an Inca Dove, a Zenaida Dove, one 
Ruff, two Red-billed Tropicbirds, a Stygian Owl, and one MacGillivray’s Warbler.

Species Accounts

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: 10 at Rabon Road (Jefferson) 22 Jun (M. Smith, R. 
Emond); 110 at Escambia County Utility Authority Wetlands (Escambia) 18 Jul (J. 
Callaway, B. Callaway).

Canada Goose: Up to 7 at Wacahoota (Alachua) 10 Jun-2 Jul (B. Woodmansee, H. Adams, 
L. Hensley).

Egyptian Goose: 1 at Gainesville (Alachua) through EOS (N. McDuffy, D. Rohan et al.).
Mottled Duck: 1 at Lakes of Leesburg (Lake) 9-13 Jun (H. Trecartin); 1 at Royal High-

lands (Lake) 1 Jul (J. Walker).
Blue-winged Teal: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park (Alachua) to 4 Jul (D. Rohan, T. Kent 

et al.); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP (Alachua) 17 Jun (J. Martin).
Redhead: 1 at St. Marks NWR (Wakulla) 5 Jun (D. Morrow).
Ring-necked Duck: 1 female at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive (Orange) 29 Jun (+S. Mur-

phy).
Greater Scaup: 1 at Tram Road Holding Ponds (Leon) 4 Jun (J. O’Connell); 2 at St. Marks 

NWR 18 Jul (D. Morrow).
Common Eider: 1 continued at Miami Beach Marina (Miami-Dade) 1 Jun-EOS (m. obs.); 

1 at Port Canaveral (Brevard) 20-28 Jun (J. Hanfam).
Black Scoter: 1 offshore at Tom Renick Park (Volusia) 18 Jul (H. Robinson).
Ruddy Duck: 1 at Shiloh Marsh Road (Volusia) 3 Jul (L. Beegle).
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*Inca Dove: 1 at E Pensacola (Escambia) 10 Jun (L. Goodman).
White-winged Dove: 1 at Southwood Subdivision (Leon) 10 Jun (J. O’Connell).
*Zenaida Dove: 1 adult male at West Kendall Agricultural Fields (Miami-Dade) 8 Jul-

EOS (+A. Lamoreaux, m. obs.).
Mangrove Cuckoo: 1 at S Pinellas 4-10 Jul (+R. Smith et al.).
Smooth-billed Ani: 1 at Miami Gardens Drive Canal (Miami-Dade) 16 Jun (M. Hesles); 1 

at South County Regional Park (Palm Beach) 16-17 Jul (m. obs.).
Black Rail: 1 at St. Marks NWR 1 Jun (D. Bryan).
Sora: 1 at South Tremain Street (Lake) 24 Jun (H. Hartshome).
Gray-headed Swamphen: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 3 Jun-21 Jul (B. Taylor).
Purple Gallinule: 4 at Green Cove Springs (Clay) 19-20 Jul (M. Fethe).
Whooping Crane: 1 at Micanopy (Alachua) through EOS (J. Donsky et al.).
Black-necked Stilt: 119 offshore at Tom Renick Park 26 Jul (H. Robinson).
American Avocet: 1 at St. Marks NWR 22 Jul (M. Smith, R. Emond).
Piping Plover: 1 at Smyrna Dunes Park (Volusia) 2 Jul (R. Wallace); 1 at St. George Is-

land SP (Franklin) 16 Jul (J. Murphy).
Whimbrel: 2 at Bald Point SP (Franklin) 10 Jul (J. Murphy); 2 at Tom Renick Park 21-28 

Jul (H. Robinson).
Long-billed Curlew: 1 at S Anclote Key (Pinellas) 15 Jun (+R. Smith); 1 at Ponte Vedra 

Beach (St. Johns) 17 Jul (J. Marchionno).
Red Knot: 1 at St. Marks NWR 2 Jul (D. Morrow); 8 at Dog Island (Franklin) 3 Jul (D. 

Morrow, A. Morrow, D. Legare).
*Ruff: 1 at Okaloosa County STF (Okaloosa) 30 Jun-1 Jul (B. Purdy, M. Swan, A. 

Knothe).
Stilt Sandpiper: 1 at St. Marks NWR 22 Jul (D. Morrow).
Dunlin: 1 at St. Marks NWR 22 Jul (+M. Smith, R. Emond).
Least Sandpiper: As many as 193 at Tom Renick Park 30 Jul (H. Robinson).
White-rumped Sandpiper: 1 juvenile at Gandy Beach (Pinellas) 23 Jul (+A. Ruben).
Pectoral Sandpiper: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park (Orange) 13 Jul (L. Gray); 1 at Fort De 

Soto Park (Pinellas) 18 Jul (P. Plage); 2 at Bald Point SP 27 Jul (J. Murphy).
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 68 at Tom Renick Park 30 Jul (H. Robinson).
Western Sandpiper: 7 at Bald Point SP 10 Jul (J. Murphy).
Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 28 Jul (J. Eager, m. obs.).
Long-billed Dowitcher: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 28 Jul (P. Hueber).
Spotted Sandpiper: 1 at Newnans Lake (Alachua) 1 Jun (R. Rowan); 1 at Sweetwater 

Wetlands Park 2 Jun (H. Adams, B. Hall et al.); 1 at Cummer Road (Lake) 19 Jul (+D. 
LaGrange).

Solitary Sandpiper: 1 at Algae Mat Wetland (Indian River) 18 Jul (+G. Mina); 1 at Cum-
mer Road 19 Jul (+D. LaGrange).

Greater Yellowlegs: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 29 Jun (S. Murphy).
Willet: Up to 2 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 29 Jun-4 Jul (P. Hueber).
Parasitic Jaeger: 1 offshore at Tom Renick Park 18 Jul (H. Robinson).
Ring-billed Gull: 1 at Gainesville through 2 Jun (J. Donsky et al.).
Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1 adult at Fort De Soto Park 15 Jun-30 Jul (R. Smith et al.).
Black Noddy: 1 at Garden Key, Dry Tortugas NP (Monroe) 13-23 Jun (K. Corliss).
Sooty Tern: Up to 44 offshore Port Canaveral 28 Jul (A. Kratter et al.)
Bridled Tern: 1 ca. 15 miles offshore Port Canaveral 26 Jun (+J. Eager); up to 49 offshore 

Port Canaveral 28 Jul (A. Kratter).
Least Tern: 1 at Gainesville 1 Jun (E. Kalinowski).
Caspian Tern: 1 at Crane’s Roost (Seminole) 3 Jun (L. Frauen).
Black Tern: 1 at Lake Apopka (Lake) 5 Jun (G. DelPizzo, m. obs.); 1 at Lake Apopka 

Wildlife Drive 17 Jun (P. Hueber); 3 at Shands Pier (Clay) 23 Jul (S. Raduns); as 
many as 52 at Gandy Beach 31 Jul (+J. Clayton et al.).
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Roseate Tern: 1 at Lighthouse Point Park (Volusia) 5 Jun (D. LaGrange, M. Brothers).
Common Tern: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive (Brevard) 2-12, 30 Jun (+J. Mileyka, m. 

obs); 1 at Lake Apopka 5 Jun (+D. Richard, m. obs.); 1 at Cocoa Beach Pier (Brevard) 
8 Jun (C. Welsh); 35 at St. George Island SP 9 Jul (J. Murphy).

Arctic Tern: 1 ca. 15 miles off Pinellas 10 Jun (+T. Ploger, N. Ploger).
Forster’s Tern: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 24-29 Jun (C. Newton, m. obs.); 40 at 

Pensacola 10-20 Jun (A. Forster, S. Duncan).
Royal Tern: 2 at Lake Apopka 5 Jun (G. DelPizzo).
Black Skimmer: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Jun (L. Mathis); 1 at Lake Jessup 

(Seminole) 2 Jun (G. Williams).
*Red-billed Tropicbird: 1-2 at Pensacola Beach (Escambia) 2 Jul-16 Jun (E. Rhodes, D. 

Gesuldo).
Common Loon: 1 at Newnans Lake 2 Jun (R. Rowan et al.); 1 at Phil Foster Memorial 

Park (Palm Beach) 5 Jun-EOS (m. obs.)
Cory’s Shearwater: As many as 5 offshore Port Canaveral 28 Jul (A. Kratter).
Great Shearwater: 1 at N Bicentennial Park (Brevard) 5 Jul (+Z. Sutton); 1 ca. 30 miles 

offshore Ponce Inlet (Volusia) 8 Jul (L. Clark).
Audubon’s Shearwater: 1 offshore at Tom Renick Park 5 Jul (H. Robinson); up to 3 off-

shore Port Canaveral 28 Jul (A. Kratter).
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel: 1 ca. 15 miles off Pinellas 10 Jun (+T. Ploger, N. Ploger); up to 11 

offshore Port Canaveral 28 Jul (A. Kratter).
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel: 1 offshore Port Canaveral 28 Jul (A. Kratter).
Magnificent Frigatebird: 1 at St. George Island SP 28 Jun (J. Murphy); 1 at St. Augus-

tine (St. Johns) 25 Jul (R. Rowan).
Brown Booby: Up to 15 at Phillipe Park (Pinellas) through EOS (fide B. Lane); 1 at Jetty 

Park (Brevard) 8-28 Jul (+A. Satterfield); 1 offshore Port Canaveral 28 Jul (Y. Morrell).
Double-crested Cormorant: 1-2 in Gulf Breeze (Santa Rosa) 8 Jun-30 Jul (B. Duncan, 

L. Duncan).
American White Pelican: 1 at Lady Lake (Sumter) 25 Jun (M Pitcher).
Brown Pelican: 1 at Crane’s Roost 3 Jun (L. Frauen); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 

4-9 Jun (J. Donsky et al.).
American Bittern: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 6-8 Jun (D. Herbert, m. obs.); 1 at 

P.E.A.R. Park (Lake) 28 Jul (G. Quigley).
Roseate Spoonbill: 1 at E Pensacola 3 Jun (J. Lloyd); 1-3 at Walnut Hill (Escambia) 10-

30 Jul (J. Yuhasz); 38 at St. Marks NWR 26 Jul (C. Reiland-Smith, E. Thompson).
Swallow-tailed Kite: 33 at Ashville (Jefferson) 25 Jul (M. Smith).
Snail Kite: 3 chicks at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 1 Jun (K. Morin, B. Jeffery, A. Cardas); 

1 at Lake Woodruff NWR (Volusia) 1 Jun (D. LaGrange); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife 
Drive 1 Jun (L. Mathis); 1 at Arnold Brothers Boat Ramp (Lake) 2-3 Jun (G. DelPizzo).

Mississippi Kite: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Jun-29 Jul (L. Mathis); 1 at Lake 
Woodruff NWR 1-2 Jun (D. LaGrange); 1 at John’s Lane (Lake) 3 Jun (G. DelPizzo); 
1 at Quale Grove Road (Lake) 26-27 Jun (P. Seigler); 15 at Bassett Road (Jefferson) 
28 Jul (M. Smith).

Short-tailed Hawk: 1 dark morph at Walt Disney World area (Orange) 3 Jun-14 Jul 
(J. Thomton); 1 dark morph at Rock Springs Run (Orange) 5 Jun (+R. Merrigan); 3 
dark, 1 light morph at Buck Lake CA (Brevard) 13-15 Jul (L. Lilja); 1 dark morph at 
P.E.A.R. Park 28 Jul (G. Quigley).

*Stygian Owl: 1 at private residence in Key West (Monroe) 1 Jun (+M. Hedden, et al.).
Burrowing Owl: 2 at agricultural fields west of Fellsmere WMA (Indian River) 26 Jul 

(+D. Richard).
Belted Kingfisher: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 7 Jun (T. Wronski); 1 at Micanopy 

7 Jun (J. Donsky); 1 at Lake Giles (Orange) 8 Jul (T. Rodriguez); 1 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 13 Jul (J. Knoll); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 13 Jul (L. Gray).
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 1 at Clearwater Lake Recreation Area (Lake) 24 Jun (J. Walker).
Hairy Woodpecker: 1 at Apalachicola National Forest (Franklin) 2 Jun (J. Murphy); 1 at 

Hal Scott Regional Preserve and Park 8 Jun (G. Williams); 1 at Rivertown Groves (St. 
Johns) 3 Jul (V. Whiting); 1 at Rock Springs Run State Preserve 6 Jul (D. Horton).

Crested Caracara: 1 at Fort George Island (Duval) 23 Jun (+M. Harris).
American Kestrel: 3 at Longwood (Seminole) 3 Jun-29 Jul (+G. Williams); 1 at North 

Binion Road/Lake View Drive (Orange) 16 Jun (+G. Williams); 1 at Keystone Drive/
Lake Pinelock area (Orange) 18-25 Jun, 12 Jul (J. Thomton); 1 at Calumet Drive (Or-
ange) 22 Jun, 8 Jul (+B. Taylor); 1 at Dockside Street (Orange) 24 Jun (D. LaGrange); 
1 at I-4/SR 434 (Seminole) 1, 7 Jul (S. Collins); 1 at West Orange Avenue (Orange) 14 
Jul (+B. Taylor) .

Peregrine Falcon: 1 at Boyd Avenue (Brevard) 24 Jun (C. Ferro).
Rose-ringed Parakeet: 1 at State Road 50 (Lake) 17-30 Jul (+R. Hattaway).
Eastern Kingbird: 1 at Fort De Soto Park 31 Jul (E. Plage).
Gray Kingbird: 1 at Brooksville (Hernando) 16 Jul (+D. Love).
Black-whiskered Vireo: 1 at Gulf Breeze 6-25 Jun (B. Duncan, L. Duncan, S. Duncan).
House Crow: 1 adult at Nokomis Public Beach (Sarasota) 11 Jul (+J. Eager).
Purple Martin: 60 at Tierra Verde (Pinellas) 26 Jul (E. Plage).
Tree Swallow: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 1 Jun (G. Parks); 1 at Lake Apopka Wild-

life Drive 29 Jun-4 Jul (+S. Murphy); 1 at Tom Renick Park 25 Jul (J. Morrison).
Bank Swallow: 1 at Playalinda Beach (Brevard) 1 Jun (M. Harris); 1 at Lake Apopka 

Wildlife Drive 2-16 Jun, 8 Jul (A. Wurster).
Cave Swallow: 1 at State Road 50 (Orange) 19 Jun (L. Mathis).
Carolina Chickadee: 1 at Fawn Lake (Brevard) 15 Jun (+J. Armstrong); 1 at Buck Lake 

CA 18 Jun, 13 Jul (G. Williams, J. Eager).
American Robin: Up to 2 at Gainesville to 19 Jun (G. Parks).
Gray Catbird: 2 at Gainesville 2 Jun-9 Jul (L. Davis, J. Martin et al.); 1 at Weedon Island 

Preserve (Pinellas) 4-10 Jul (+J. Clayton, R. Smith).
Pin-tailed Whydah: 1 at E Pensacola 14 Jun (L. Goodman); 1 at Pensacola 15 Jun (B. 

Neitzel); 1 at Crowne Center (Volusia) 5-6 Jul (+D. LaGrange).
Louisiana Waterthrush: 1 at Tallahassee (Leon) through EOS (J. Cavanagh); 1 at Gulf Breeze 

26 Jun (B. Duncan, S. Duncan); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 30 Jun (R. Rowan).
Black-and-white Warbler: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens (Orange) 13 Jul (B. Miller); 2 at 

Sawgrass Lake Park (Pinellas) 14 Jul (+J. Clayton); 1 at Largo (Pinellas) 17 Jul (T. 
Young); 1 at St. Petersburg (Pinellas) 25-29 Jul (+J. Clayton).

Swainson’s Warbler: 1 at Miccosukee Land Cooperative (Leon) 5 Jun (B. Phelan).
*MacGillivray’s Warbler: 1 at Charles “Sonny” McCoy Indigenous Park (Monroe) 2 Jun 

(+S. Runyon).
American Redstart: 1 female at Demetree Park (Orange) 30 Jul (T. Rodriguez).
Cape May Warbler: 1 at Castaway Cove (Indian River) 2 Jun (W. Johnson).
Magnolia Warbler: 1 at Gulf Breeze 4 Jun (B. Duncan).
Yellow-breasted Chat: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Jun-1 Jul (L. Mathis); 2 at Gua-

na River WMA (St. Johns) 5 Jun (D. Reed); 1 at Buck Lake CA 18 Jun (G. Williams).
Lark Sparrow: 1 at Gulf Breeze 12 Jun (B. Duncan).
Bobolink: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 1 Jun (D. Segal, R. Rowan et al.); 3 at South 

Peninsula Drive (Volusia) 4 Jun (M. Brothers).
Yellow-headed Blackbird: 1 at Eglin AFB (Okaloosa) 23 Jul (J. Kennedy).
Orchard Oriole: 1 at Biolab Road (Brevard) 8 Jul (D. LaGrange).
Baltimore Oriole: 1 male at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 17 Jun (R. Harper).

Contributors: Howard Adams, Jim Armstrong, Lynn Beegle, Michael Brothers, 
Dana Bryan, Brenda Callaway, Jerry Callaway, Alexis Cardis, Jim Cavanaugh, Logan 
Clark, JoAnna Clayton, Steve Collins, Keith Corliss, Kevin Dailey, Lloyd Davis, Gigi 
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DelPizzo, Jennifer Donsky, Bob Duncan, Lucy Duncan, Scot Duncan, Jim Eager, Robert 
Emond, Christopher Ferro, Martha Fethe, Ann Forster, Lynn Frauen, Dan Gesualdo, 
Larry Goodman, Lewis Gray, Brad Hall, Joe Hanfam, Rhett Harper, Meghan Harris, 
Mitchell Harris, Holly Hartshome, Richard Hattaway, Mark Hedden, Linda Hensley, 
Diane Herbert, Monica Hesles, Paul Hueber, Brian Jeffery, Will Johnson, Erin 
Kalinowski, Jody Kennedy, Trudy Kent, JC Knoll, Alan Knothe, Andy Kratter, David 
LaGrange, Alex Lamoreaux, Bob Lane, Donna Legare, Lorri Lilja, Darcy Love, Jan 
Lloyd, Joe Marchionno, John Martin, Lori Mathis, Nancy McDuffy, Richard Merrigan, 
Joseph Mileyka, Brian Miller, Guiller Mina, Keith Morin, Yve Morrell, Judy Morrison, 
Ann Morrow, Don Morrow, John Murphy, Sue Murphy, Bill Neitzel, Christian Newton, 
Jeff O’Connell, Geoff Parks, Bill Phelan, Marjory Pitcher, Eric Plage, Pete Plage, Nicole 
Ploger, Troy Ploger, Bruce Purdy, Gallus Quigley, Steve Raduns, Diane Reed, Emma 
Rhodes, Douglas Richard, Harry Robinson, Tom Rodriguez, Danny Rohan, Rex Rowan, 
Anne Ruben, Shane Runyon, Anne Satterfield, Debbie Segal, Pam Seigler, Scott Simmons, 
Caity Reiland-Smith, Marvin Smith, Ron Smith, Robert Stalnaker, Zachary Sutton, 
Malcolm Swan, Barbara Taylor, Ezra Thompson, John Thomton, Homer Trecartin, Jerry 
Walker, Robert Wallace, Raymond Webb, Chris Welch, Vicki Whiting, Graham Williams, 
Barbara Woodmansee, Tom Wronski, Andrew Wurster, Travis Young, John Yuhasz.

Report prepared by Kevin E. Dailey, state compiler (6661 Beatrix Drive, 
Jacksonville, Florida 32226, <kedailey@yahoo.com>). Regional compilers are Kevin 
E. Dailey, Robin Diaz (200 Ocean Lane Drive #PB-1, Key Biscayne, Florida 33149, 
<rd4birds@bellsouth.net>), Bob and Lucy Duncan (614 Fairpoint Drive, Gulf Breeze, 
Florida 32561, <Town_Point@bellsouth.net>), Jim Eager (350 Fillmore Ave., Apt F-18, 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, 32920, beachbirder@bellsouth.net), Charlie Ewell (115 SW 
51st Terrace, Cape Coral, Florida 33991, <anhinga42@comcast.net>), Bev Hansen 
(6573 Pine Meadows Drive, Spring Hill, Florida 34606, <bevalhansen@gmail.com>), 
John Murphy (766 Alligator Drive, Alligator Point, Florida 32346, <southmoonunder@
mchsi.com>), David Sherer (123 Main Drive, Venus, FL 33960, <dlsherer@gmail.com>), 
and Ron Smith (1500 85th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702, <rsmithbirds@
gmail.com>).


