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s is often the case, stark contrasts in cli-

mate played out across the Region in the
summer of 2002. Northern locations report-
ed unseasonably cool and wet weather
throughout June and early July. Not only did
these adverse conditions delay migration, but
they were also implicated in nest failures in
west-central Montana. On the other hand, it
was unusually warm and dry in southern
Idaho and southwestern Montana. Irrigation
drawdowns depleted many inadequately
filled streams and reservoirs, leaving water-
bird nests high and dry. All locations agreed
that mid-July was unusually hot, and record-
high temperatures soared into the triple dig-
its for a week or more in some areas. Late July
thunderstorms brought welcome relief to
northern Idaho and western Montana but

failed to reach drought-stricken areas in
southern Idaho and southwestern Montana

Abbreviations: Camas (Camas N.W.R,
Jefferson, ID); Latilong (area encompassed by
one degree latitude and one degree longitude
used in mapping bird distribution in both
Idaho and Montana).

GREBES THROUGH OWLS

Out-of-range Clark’s Grebes showed up 1n
Kootenai, ID 2 Jun (JW) and Three Forks, MT
12 Jun (EH, RW). Uncommon but not unex-
pected were American White Pelicans in
Lake, MT (DC) and Nez Perce, ID (TG), but a
flock of 20 in Somers, Flathead, MT 9 Jun
(DC) was very unusual. Since there are no
modern-day nesting records in nw. Montana,
a nonbreeding pair of Trumpeter Swans that
summered near Whitefish was especially
interesting (JP}. Two Long-tailed Ducks
reported near Lewiston, ID 8 Jul (KC) pro-
vided a rare summer record. A pair of Merlins
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that successfully nested in Kalispell, MT (BK}
represented a rare breeding record for the
Region and latilong first. Two pairs of
Sandhill Cranes summered at Weippe Prairie,
Clearwater (DD), noteworthy because they
have not nested in n. Idaho in over 100 years.
Since they are typically rare fall migrants, sin-
gle American Golden-Plovers seen in
Jefferson, ID 2 Jun (GR) and Flathead, MT 24
Jun (DC) were surprising. Black-necked Stilts
bred in Flathead, MT for the 2nd consecutive
year (DC), but nesting was unsuccessful. The
only Upland Sandpipers reported were a pair
m Valley, ID 13-27 Jul (RLR, CS) and one in
Jefferson, ID 27 Jul (GR); they are likely the
Region’s most endangered breeding bird.
Coming in way ahead of schedule was a rare
Whimbrel at A.ER. 25 Jul (CT).

Several Caspian Terns reported in
Broadwater, Gallatin, and Madison 16 Jun—
28 Jul (EH, JP, RW) were interesting; they are
rare but increasingly reported in sw.
Montana. Single Band-tailed Pigeons stopped
in Latah 1 Jun (TB) and Gem 7-11 Jul (FZ),
two of the Gem State’s most consistent loca-
tions for these rare visitors. A colony of at
least 9 Eurasian Collared-Doves remained
near American Falls, ID throughout the sea-
son (FB); breeding was likely but not yet con-
firmed. A White-winged Dove seen near
Boise 13 Jul (GK) provided Idaho’s 4th
record. Idaho’s only reported Yellow-billed
Cuckoos were in Jefferson 5 Jun (GR) and
Madison 23 Jun (CW), but much more
unusual was one in Madison, MT 22-26 Jul
(MB). Seldom reported away from conifer
forests in mts., a Flammulated Owl visited the
Bitterroot Valley, MT 11 Jun (WT).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH CROSSBILLS

Least Flycatchers were discovered at new
locations in Idaho’s Blaine, Clark, Fremont,
Jefferson, and Shoshone 23 Jun—20 Jul. Are
they expanding their range in the Gem State,
or are we becoming more adept at finding
them? Usually far less than annual,
Philadelphia Vireos made their best showing
ever. One found at Camas 4-6 Jun (MCr,
+CT) provided Idaho’s 2nd record, and sin-
gles were reported in Montana near
Whitefish 16-17 Jun (DB) and Bigfork 21 Jun
(BR). A Blue Jay in Shoshone 4 Jul (TG) was
noteworthy, since confirmed breeding in
Idaho is lacking. A rare Purple Martin dis-
covered in Somers 10 Jun (DC) represented a
first record for nw. Montana. A Winter Wren
near Livingston, MT 1 Jun (m. ob.) repre-
sented a first for Latilong 39. Northern
Mockingbirds were reported in Idaho’s
Owyhee 18 & 23 Jul (CS) and Ada 30 Jul
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(RM), but one that visited Dillon, MT 8-22
Jul (JK) was much more unusual.

The Region’s first Blue-winged Warbler, a
singing ad. male, was in Custer, ID 14-15 Jun
(CN, m. ob.). Both states reported rare
Tennessee Warblers: one stopped at Camas 4
Jun (DCI) and another was in Helena, MT 1-
3 Jun (HZ). A Northern Parula seen in Butte
9 Jun (+JM) provided Idaho’s 6th record.
Rare Chestnut-sided Warblers visited Idaho
at Camas 4-5 Jun (M]) and in Lemhi 16 Jul
{DSc). Ovenbirds made a great showing, with
4 in Idaho and one in Montana 1-21 Jun.
Idaho’s 6th Summer Tanager stopped at
Camas 12 Jun (MCr). A Field Sparrow
reported near Bozeman, MT 12-13 Jul (EA)
represented a first for Latilong 38 and one of
only a few records in the Region. The Sage
Sparrow colony discovered in May near
Bannack, Beaverhead, MT remained through-
out the summer, and subsequent searches
turned up other colonies nearby. Away from
Idaho’s long-standing colony in Marsing, the
only Great-tailed Grackle reported was found

in Boise 20 Jul (MC). A Purple Finch that
showed up in Benewah, ID 2 Jun (JW) was
significant; they are rare but increasingly
reported in the Region’s north. Both unusual-
ly early and far s. of typical range were 3
White-winged Crossbills in Ada, ID 21 Jul
(RB, JC).
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