Grant, Mike Griffith (MG), Mary
Grishaver (MGr), Greg Grove, John
Heninger, Paul Hess, Margaret Higbee,
Roger Higbee, David Hochadel (DH),
Judy Hochadel (JH), Jerome Honard
(JHo), Dan Huffine (DHu), Frank Hugh-
es, Rick Knight, Carol Labarthe, Yu Lee
Larner, Dennis Lauffer, Robert C. Leber-
man (RCL), Ronald F. Leberman (RFL),
Fred Lochner, Larry Masey, Tom McNEeil,
Jerry McWilliams , Robert Mulvihill, Bill
Murphy, Marge Neel, Mark Oberle, Sue
Olcott, Dave Parker, Jim Phillips , Geoff
Robinson, Tommie Rogers, Larry Schwab,
Glenna Schwalbe, Paul Schwalbe, John
Shumate (JSh), Connie Skipper (CS),
Dennis Smeltzer, Michael G. Smith (MS),
Donald Snyder (DS), Ruth Snyder, Jerry
Stanley (JS), Sally Stebbins, Chuck Tague,
Dave Valasek, Jim Valimont, Don Watts ,
Andy Weaks, Gene Wilhelm (GW), and
Peter Yearg.

—George A. Hall, PO. Box 6045, West
Virginia University, Morgantown WV
26506-6045.
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Great Lakes
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DARYL D. TESSEN

It was a very quiet summer for both Wis-
consin and Minnesota. For Wisconsin
birders, this was almost a relief after the
previous five months that produced an
unbelievable flood of rarities. It gave them
a chance to “recharge their batteries” for
the fall migration.

Weather conditions were somewhat
variable, but generally June and especially
July were cooler than normal. The one
exception was late June, when very hot
(mid- to upper 90° E), humid weather
settled into the Region for about a week.
June rainfall was above normal, with
unusual high amounts occurring in many
areas. July rainfall was generally more nor-
mal, with a dry period settling in during
the latter half of the month.

Due to the late spring, many birds
extended their migration into June. This
was especially true for an assortment of
warblers, as evidenced by the numerous
late sightings. Southern herons put on a

WISCONSIN

* Eau Claire

fine show in both states, with especially
good finds at Horicon National Wildlife
Refuge, mainly along Highway 49. There
was only one major rarity sighted, an adult
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, but due to the
short observation period it will undoubt-
edly be considered as probable.

Unfortunately readers will find no Michi-
gan sightings in this summer’s summary, as
no report was received for the state.

Loons to Ibises

The Red-throated Loon at Superior’s Wis-
consin Pr., June 9 was a late spring migrant
(SR). Most unusual was a Pacific Loon pre-
sent on Minnesotas L. Harriet, Hennepin,
between July 2-22 (CM et al). Out-of-
range Com. Loons included Milwaukee
June 4 (MB) and Vernon June 14 (JD),
both Wisconsin. There was an unusual
number of Horned Grebe sightings in Min-
nesota. They included two July 6 at Thief
Lake W.M.A. (JB,TS), five that included
ftour adults and one immature July 7 at
Duluth (AH), and 16 (!) at the Roseau
River WM.A,, July 7 (PS). There was no
confirmed nesting. One was found in Wis-
consin’s Door July 30 at Bailey’s Harbor
(JR). Two Eared Grebes that appeared dur-
ing May on Wisconsin’s L. Maria, Green
Lake, lingered well into June (JFer al.).
American White Pelicans appeared at many
Wisconsin sites. Numbers generally ranged
between 15-50. However, on Green Bay
(Brown and Oconts) >150 spent the sum-
mer, with the 2nd state nesting occurring
on the s. end of the Bay. There were 50
nests with about 30 young fledged (TE).
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Adult Tricolored Heron at Horicon Marsh Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge, Wisconsin, in July 1996. Pho-
tograph/Jack Bartholmai.

Southern herons made news this sum-
mer. Snowy Egrets were found in both Min-
nesota and Wisconsin. In the former, singles
were present June 9 in Roseau (AE), mid-
July+ in Ramsey (m.ob.), and July 28 in Big
Stone (LE). In the latter state singles were
found at Horicon N.W.R. during the sum-
mer and at Manitowoc June 6-12 (CS).
They again nested at Green Bay, with 2-3
nests present on one of the s. islands (TE).
Likewise, Little Blue Herons were found in
both states. Minnesota’s sightings included
Anoka (JHo), LeSueur June 1-2 (WS), and
Otter Tail July 3 (SM). In Wisconsin, two
were present at Horicon N.W.R. during
July (m.ob.). Also at Horicon N.W.R. were
two Tricolored Herons. The first was dis-
covered by Frank June 9, and was soon
joined by the second, both remaining well
into August. They were most frequently
seen feeding along Highway 49 during the
early morning. Cattle Egrets were found in
>7 Wisconsin sites, and included nesting on
Green Bay (Brown and Oconto) with
between 25—30 nests (TE). For Minnesota,
they were seen in Wilkin June 7 (S&DM),
and four were in Big Stone July 6 (LE). Yel-
low-crowned Night-Herons nested in Mil-
wankee (v.0.), with a single in Wisconsin’s
Grant June 8 (CW). For Minnesota, singles
were present in Anoka july 18 (AH) and
Ramsey July 19 (m.ob.). While unsuccessful-
ly waiting for the appearance of the Tricol-
ored Herons at Horicon N.W.R. the
evening of June 15, O’Brien and Sigler were
appeased with the brief (4 min.) appearance
of a White-faced Ibis.

Swans to Cranes

Tundra Swan summered in w. Brown, WI
(v.0.}). A complete surprise was the Grearer
White-fronted Goose present in Minneso-
ta’s Scott July 17 (DNR staff). A Snow
Goose was in Menasha, WI, mid-
June—mid-July (DN). Canvasbacks were
found at 5 Wisconsin sites, including an

individual that summered in Dunn (JP). A
maximum of ten Greater Scaup summered
at Manitowoc (CS et 2/) and Milwaukee
(MK et al). Lesser Scaup were found in
11 Wisconsin counties, including sum-
mering birds at Manitowoc and Milwau-
kee. On June 1 a Common Eider was
photographed at Wisconsin’s New Port
S.P, Door, by Ekblom. It awaits evaluation
by the records committee. If accepted it
would be one of the few state sightings,
besides occurring on a most unusual date.
Only slightly less unexpected were Harle-
quin Ducks that appeared in both states.
A male was present at Manitowoc, WI,
between June 10-14 (CS, MP). For Min-
nesota, two males were found at Tofte
June 9-17 (MR, AP), while a pair were in
St. Louis June 17-18 (TJ). Other out-of-
place ducks included a Bufflchead in Dane
June 30 (KB), a Com. Goldeneye July
8-16 and a Com. Merganser June
15—August in Winnebago (DN), all WI.

- There were 3 unexpected hawk sightings
this summer. A Ferruginous Hawk was
seen by Stensaas June 9 in Tiaverse, while
Risen and Hertzel had one in Clay June 15
and July 1, both Minnesota. Hard to
explain were the Rough-legged Hawk
sightings in both Wisconsin and Minneso-
ta. In the former, single birds were seen
June 5 in Douglas (JF), June 9 in Marathon
(DT), and July 4 in Price (TSo). In the lat-
ter, singles were present June 25 in Clear-
water (AB) and July 6 & 20 in Roseau (PS).
Only Minnesota’s 2nd and 3rd summer
Prairie Falcon sightings occurred when
Janssen had an individual June 10 in Lac
Qui Parle and Beneke had one June 18 in
Norman. Both were found on BBS routes.
For the 3rd consecutive summer Minneso-
ta had only a limited number of Gray Par-
tridge reports (11 counties). Also discour-
aging was a 24% drop in Sharp-tailed
Grouse numbers on leks in n.w. Minnesota
(DNR staff). Good numbers of Yellow
Rails were present in both states. For Min-
nesota, >eight were present at McGregor
Marsh (WN), with 20 in one Roseax loca-
tion July 20 (PS). In Wisconsin, ten were
found at the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area
{v.0.), three at Powell Marsh (v.0.), while at
the Comstock Bog in Marquette several
called through the summer (v.0.). The only
King Rails were several at Wisconsin’s Rat
River Wildlife Area, Winnebago.

Shorebirds

Sixteen species extended their spring
migration into June. For Wisconsin the
more interesting observations included
single Am. Avocets at Milwaukee June 4
(DG) and Manitowoc (CS) and Eau
Claire June 14 (JP); a Lesser Yellowlegs at

Marinette June 20 (JR), a Solitary Sand-
piper in Winnebago June 13 (PB), a
Whimbrel at Superior’s Wisconsin Pt.,
June 8 (m.ob.), Ruddy Turnstones at
Manitowoc until June 20 (CS), a W.
Sandpiper at Fond du Lac June 5 (DT), a
White-rumped Sandpiper at Milwaukee
June 12 (DG), two Baird’s Sandpipers in
Fond du Lac June 10 (DT), and Pectoral
Sandpipers in Madison (PA) and Oconto
June 13 (J&KS). Minnesota had a tardy
Hudsonian Godwit in Marshall June 1
(S&KS). The fall migration commenced
with a Lesser Yellowlegs June 28 and a
Pectoral Sandpiper July 1 at Horicon
N.W.R. (BD), and a Solitary Sandpiper in
Walworth W1 June 30-July 1 (PP).
Among the more noteworthy sightings for
Wisconsin was an Am. Golden-Plover in
Dane July 8-9 (KB, SR}, two Am. Avocets
at Milwaukee July 1 (MK), with singles at
Madison July 2 (PA) and Manitowoc July
7 (CS). Single Willets were at Madison
July 12 (PA) and Milwaukee July 21
(MK). The Horicon Marsh-Beaver Dam
area had good concentrations of several
species, including 200 Lesser Yellowlegs
and 55 Stilt Sandpipers July 29 (DT), and
65 Short-billed Dowitchers July 13 (DT).
Single Red-necked Phalaropes were in
Dane July 12 (SR} and Horicon N.W.R.,
July 28-29 (DB, DT). Easily the most
exciting find was a probable ad. Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper July 31 at Horicon
N.W.R. (BB). Unfortunately the bird,
after a brief viewing, lew across Highway
49 back into the marsh. It could not be
relocated that or ensuing days, although
various birders searched diligently. This
sighting is subject to the state records
committee review. For Minnesota, the
shorebird news was mixed. No Piping
Plovers were reported, although it is hoped
that they still nested in small numbers in
Lake of the Woods. Willets appeared in 4
counties, including three birds July 6 in
Big Stone (LE). Upland Sandpipers were
reported from 16 counties, down from the
1982-1991 average of 25 counties. This
species is having major problems not only
in Minnesota but Regionwide.

Gulls to Woodpeckers

A Laughing Gull was seen intermittently at
Manitowoc during eatly July (CS et al).
The Agassiz N.W.R. staff counted >20,000
Franklin's Gull nests in an aerial survey (fide
S&KS). In Wisconsin, numbers of one—six
were at Kewaunee June 4 (JR), Milwaukee
during July (MK et al), and Madison July
12-29 (PA). They also summered at Mani-
towoc (m.ob.). Again, Little Gulls were
hard to find in Wisconsin. A maximum of
three were infrequently seen at Manitowoc
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between June 26-July 22 (CS ez 4l), with
three appearing near Pensaukee July 16+
(J&KS, TE). Sontag counted 1300 Bona-
parte’s Gulls at Manitowoc July 2, with a
Glaucous Gull summering there. There was
a surprising number of Great Black-backed
Gull observations in Wisconsin. One was at
Wisconsin Pt., June 9 (DT), several lin-
gered until June 21 at Two Rivers-Mani-
towoc (CS er al), three were in Door July
28-31 (JR), and one appeared July 26+ at
Green Bay (JH).

Regionwide, both cuckoo species were
very late in arriving, with numbers very
low, especially for the Yellow-billed. Great
Gray Owls continued to make news in
Wisconsin, as two—three were found along
Highway 13 in Bayfield during July,
extending into August (VR, CW ez al). As
they frequently sat on highway signs, excel-
lent photos were obtained. But unfortu-
nately this proved to be the demise for one,
which was killed by a vehicle in late July.
With these sightings, the total number of
Great Grays found in Wisconsin this year
was a record 70 (fide DT). In Minnesota
they were found in Aitkin, Becker,
Beltrami, and St. Louis. Also in Minnesota,
average numbers of Short-eared Owls were
found in Aitkin, Polk, Pennington, and St.
Louis. A & Three-toed Woodpecker was
seen June 18 in Cook, MN (KE ez al).

Flycatchers to Shrikes

Late migrating Olive-sided Flycatchers were
reported in Grant June 6 (CW) and in Ver-
non June 8 (JD), both Wisconsin Also late
migrants were Yellow-bellied Flycatchers in
Manitowoc until June 11 (CS) and in Mil-
waukee June 16 (RG). Out-of-range Acadi-
an Flycatchers appeared in Portage (MBe),
with three pairs in Dunn (AG), both Wis-
consin. Nesting undoubtedly occurred at
both sites. Ellwanger counted 20 W. King-
birds July 28 in Minnesota’s Big Stone, but
overall the species was found in only half
the average number of counties (11 . 22).
Four Black-billed Magpie nests fledged 18
young in Minnesota’s Aitkin (WN). Hard
to explain was a Brown Creeper in Wiscon-
sin’s Grant July 28 (JD). Carolina Wrens
were singing in Grant June 6 (CW) and
Menomonee Falls July 7 (TW), both Wis-
consin. The Winter Wren that nested in
Flandreau S.P., MN, provided a first for
Brown (JS). Late migrating Swainson’s
Thrushes were found during early June in
Milwaukee and Oshkosh. Northern Mock-
ingbirds put on a good show in both states.
Minnesota had 5 separate sightings, includ-
ing a pair that fledged three young in Hen-
nepin (TT et al)), representing the 3rd state
nesting. For Wisconsin, singles were found

June 4 at Crex Meadows Wildlife (TW),

June 5 in Oconto (J&KS), and June 13 in
Milwaukee (TW). The Loggerhead Shrike
picture continued status quo in Minnesota,
with 10 reporting counties, the 15-year
average. In Wisconsin, a bad situation con-
tinues to worsen with only a pair present
late May—early June in Green (no con-
firmed nesting), a nest near Pulaski
(BM) Shawano fledging young, and a lone
bird found July 22 in Walwoerth (PP).
Apparently the pair near Pulaski had nested
successfully for several years but was just
“discovered” this summer.

Vireos to Finches

White-eyed Vireos were only reported from
Wisconsin's Governor Dodge S.I. Bell’s Vire-
os were found in 8 Wisconsin counties,
including >5 pairs at several locations.
Unusual was one in Dunn July 28 (AG). For
Minnesota, there were the usual s.e. reports,
plus a nesting in Blue Earth (BBo). Tardy
was a Solitary Vireo in Milwaukee June 4
(MB), and nesting again occurred in s.e.
Wisconsin in Wawukesha (AM). Likewise
tardy was a Philadelphia Vireo in Mani-
towoc June 10 (CS). A Blue-winged Warbler
at Minnesota’s Tamarac N.W.R., June 20
{BBe) represented the second Becker record.
Tennessee Warblers were found until June
10 in such widely scattered Wisconsin sites
as Wyalusing S.P. (CW), Wisconsin Pr.
(DT), and Milwaukee (NZ). The Orange-
crowned Warbler June 1 in Koochiching tes
Minnesota’s latest spring date (AH, PS). A
Nashville Warbler was in Milwaukee until
June 11 (RG), and one was in LaCrosse June
26 (JD). A Magnolia Warbler was present
until July 3 at Wisconsin’s Wyalusing S.P,
often feeding on insects attracted to a hum-
mingbird feeder at the entrance station
(CW). Reportedly it also spent last summer
there. Black-throated Blue Warblers were
present in good numbers in several Min-
nesota counties, z.e., Cook and Lake. A Yel-
low-rumped Warbler was stll in Milwaukee
June 2 (MK), with one in Winnebago, W1
June 15 (DN). Late Black-throated Green
Warblers were found in Milwaukee June 12
(DG) and Walworth, W1 June 14 (RG).
Tardy Blackburnian Warblers were in Mil-
waukee until June 10 (RG) and Grant, W1
June 16 (BD). The territorial Yellow-throat-
ed Warbler in Wisconsin’s Wyalusing S.P.
was joined by two additional males on the
strange date of July 22, all three remaining
into August (CW). For Minnesota a male
was present for the 3rd consecutive summer
at Sibley S.P. (m.ob.). The big news from
this group was—for the 2nd consecutive
summer—the appearance of a & Kirtand’s
Warbler in Wisconsin. This one proved
much more cooperative than the one-day
stand of last year. Spahn found it June 30 in

Prairie Warbler in Anoka County, Minnesota,
June 18, 1996. Three territorial males present
here in June established only the seventh state
record. Photograph/Bruce Fall.

mature jack-pines w. of Conover, Vis. It
remained through July 13 to the delight of
the numerous birders who made the wip to
hear and occasionally see it. During the last
few days it moved to a more typical younger
jack-pine grove about one-half mi north.
Minnesota had its 7th and 8th Prairie War-
bler records, with one heard on a BBS route
June 13 in Morrison (RM) and three territor-
ial males at the Cedar Creek NHA in Anoka
between June 4-24 (JH, BF ez a/). Wiscon-
sin’s territorial male discovered at Wyalusing
S.P. in late May remained along the entrance
road through July 14 (m.ob.). Bay-breasted
and Blackpoll warblers were still migrating
on Superiors Wisconsin Pt., June 7 (DT),
with the former also in Milwaukee June 11
(MB). Minnesota found normal numbers of
Ceruléan Warblers, in contrast to last sum-
mer’s excellent showing. By contrast, Pro-
thonotary Warbler nesting was up in Min-
nesota, including a possible nesting in Brown

=4JS). Worm-eating Warblers were again pre-
sent in Wisconsin’s Hemlock Draw, Sauk,
and until June 30 in the Brooklyn Wildlife
Area, Dane (PA). A Louisiania Water-thrush
found by Cutright in Wisconsin'’s Marinetze
June 15 was out-of-range. For the 5th con-
secutive summer, a & Kentucky Warbler was
on territory in Minnesota’s Seven Mile Cr.
County Park (PE et 4l). As a result of Wis-
consin’s ongoing atlas project, there was a
clearer picture of the number of nesting
Kentucky Warblers in Wyalusing State Park.
Chris Wood tallied about 50 (!) pairs. Late
for s.w. Wisconsin was the Connecticut
Warbler June 1 at Wyalusing S.P. (CW).
Hooded Warblers were reported at >7 Wis-
consin sites. For Minnesota, it nested at
Camp Ripley, Morrison (SM). Late migrat-
ing Wilson’s Warblers included June 7 at
Wisconsin Pt. (JE DT) and June 9 at Mil-
waukee (TW). Hard to explain was a Cana-
da Warbler in Milwaukee until June 25
(MK). A Yellow-breasted Chat was found in
Wisconsin’s Walworth June 23 (JF), and
three were in the Brooklyn Wildlife Area,
Dane until July 15 (PA). Nesting was
attempted at the latter site.
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Dickcissels were widely dispersed and
present in good numbers in Wisconsin, as
evidenced by reports from about 30 coun-
ties, some where they have not been found
in years. Henslow’s Sparrows were present
in both states in surprisingly good num-
bers, as indicated by sightings in about 15
Wisconsin and 3 Minnesota counties. By
contrast, Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrows
were reported less in Minnesota, with
sightings in 4 counties. In Wisconsin,
>seven were present in Crex Meadows
Wildlife Area during the season. After the
major Orchard Oriole migration in Wis-
consin this spring, it was not surprising
that they were sighted in many counties,
with frequent nesting. Red Crossbills were
found in the more n. counties in both
Wisconsin and Minnesota. Even more sig-
nificant was the appearance of a few to a
dozen birds in several c. and s. counties in
both states during June and even late July.
Good numbers of White-winged Cross-
bills were also found in n.e. Minnesota
and n.e. Wisconsin. Tardy Pine Siskins in
s. Wisconsin included Grant June 1 and
Dane June 1-3. Evening Grosbeaks nested
in Minnesota’s Cass (MN).

Contributors: Philip Ashman, Dan Belter,
Betsy Beneke (BBe), Murray Berner
(MBe), Janet Boe, Brian Boldt, Brad Bold-
uan (BBo), Al Bolduc, Marilyn Bontly,
Paul Bruce, Kay Burcar, Noel Cutright,
Jetf Dankert, Bob Domagalski, Kim Eck-
ert, Paul Egeland, Lane Ellwanger, Tom
Erdman, Audrey Evers, Bruce Fall, Jim
Frank, Alan Gamache, Dennis Gustafson,
Ron Gurtschow, Jan Hansen, Anthony
Hertzel, James Howitz (JHo), Robert
Janssen, Tom Jones, Mark Korducki,
Robin Maercklein, Chuck Mayer, Bob
Mead, Sam Merril, Steve & Diane Mil-
lard, Anne Moretto, Warren Nelson,
Michael North, Don Nussbaum, John
QO’Brien, Patricia Parsons, Mark Peterson,
Amanda Phillips, Janine Polk, Volker
Radeloss, John Regan, Kim Risen, Sam
Robbins, Merrie Ann Rudelf, Andy Sigler,
Jerry & Karen Smith, Charles Sontag,
Thom Soule, Tom Soulen (TSo), Robert
Spahn, Jack Springer, Mark Stensaas, Shel-
ley & Keith Steva, Peder Svingen (Min-
nesota; 2602 E. 4th St., Duluth, MN
55812}, Wally Swanson, Daryl Tessen
(Wisconsin), Tom Tustison, Catherin Wal-
ters, Todd Wilson, Chris Wood, Tom
Wood, Norma Zehner.

—Daryl D. Tessen, 3118 N. Oneida St.,
Appleton, WI 54911.

Middle-
westemn
Praine
Region

KENNETH J. BROCK

Following the cold late spring, the Region
experienced a cool, locally wet, summer.
Most encouragingly, these conditions resulted
in a generally favorable breeding season, espe-
cially for grassland species. Several correspon-
dents speculated that the success of the
prairie species might be attributed—at least
in part—to renewal of the federal Conserva-
tion Reserve Program. The news was also
bright for a few wetland species of concern,
including bitterns and moorhens. On the
down side, local flooding, especially in Iowa,
took a toll on Piping Plovers and Least Terns.

The season was Havored by some unex-
pected breeding warblers, numerous late
spring migrants, a few gull surprises, and a
summer crossbill invasion.

Once again several correspondents
reported a dearth of held reports.

Abbreviations: H.B.S.P. (Headlands Beach
S.P, OH), M.P. Ponds (Midwest Power

ILLINOIS

*Peoria

Ld
Swan Lake NWR

Kansas City

MISSOURI

* Springfield

Ponds, formerly LPL. Ponds, Pottawattamie,
Co., IA), L. Cal. (L. Calumer, Chicago);
R.E.D.A. (Riverlands Environmental
Demonstration Area, St. Charles, MO),
S.C.R., (Squaw Creek N.W.R., MO);
Sphd. (Springfield, IL).

Loons to Ibises

Summering Com. Loons were more com-
mon that normal, especially in Iowa where
eight were reported. The Region’s largest
concentration of breeding Pied-billed
Grebes was at S.C.R., where 32 nests were
recorded (JHi). Among the unexpected
summer grebes were a basic plumaged
Red-necked, on Anderson L., IA July 4
(HZ, tMPr), an Eared at S.C.R., June 4
(DE), and three Westerns on Bilby L.,
MO June 1 & 3 (KG, DE).

It was a most encouraging breeding sea-
son for Am. Bitterns. In Hamilton, OH, 8
nests were found and at least 2 of 4 eggs
hatched by June 24 (PWrt). Additional
breeding reports included a nest discov-
ered at the Prairie-Chicken Sanctuary,
Jasper, IL, where 4 eggs were found July 1
(SS), and an adult and three immatures at
a Warrick, IN, strip mine Aug. 4 (JCp,
ML). It was a supetlative season for Least
Bitterns, with nesting reported in Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, and Missouri. By far the
most impressive single report consisted of
185 nests, and 476 individuals, at S.C.R.
(JHi). Following the spring egret incur-
sion, considerable expansion in both
extralimital numbers and new breeding
sites occurred. Highlights included: 1200
Great Egrets at Clarence Cannon N.W.R.,
MO, late in the season (BT), 70 Snowy
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