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He is gone, and the woods and fields are dreary.

He is gone, the Friend of the Birds., The Redwing ealls from
the alder swamp, among the apple trees the Bluebird warbles
a soft greeting from the sunny South, high overhead the Wild
Geese, in northward-eleaving wedge, honk loudly but in vain.
And in the leafless garde n the little Chickadee, his favorite of
all the birds, Hutters back and forth, and ealls, and listens, and
alls again

Ldward Howe Forbush, who passed away at his home in
Westhorough, Massachusetts, Muarch 7, 1929, in his seventy-
first year, was a friend to the birds in the full scnse of the
words.  He had studied the lives of our wild cereatures from
the time when he was o litte chilld,  Equipped with the keen-
est powers of observation, and trained through long yvears to
note every aetion of the birds he loved, he interpreted their
habits with the utmost sympathy and anderstanding, in lan-
e which appealed to young and old alike, Reared inan
ne which considered the Taboratory as the only proper placee
for the study of natural history, e was a pioneer in bird-
protection nnd in teaching the valae of the living ereature. As
“he himself wrote, 1 enme to see that an examination of the
dead wax merely a preliminary to the study of the living, and
that it was more essentinl to preserve the living than the dead.”
Irom that time on he preached the gospel of conservation, by
leetures, by newspaper and magazine articles, and by his hooks,
to an ever-increasing, appreciative fnllu\nng. of bird-lovers.

He waxa Founder and for many years President of the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society; field agent for New England of the
National Association of Audubon Societies: and a member from
its organization of the Advisory Board under the act carry-
ing out the Migratory Bird Treaty hetween this country and
Canada.  He was a Fellow of the Ameriean Ornithologists’
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Union and a member of it Couneil. — He was the first president
of the Northeastern Bird-Banding Associntion and of the Fed-
eration of the Bird Clubs of New Fngland,  AlL of these or-
ganizations have beenaetive in bird-protection, and My, Forbush
was instrumental in securing and enforeing many aets of pro-
teetive legislation, both loeal and national,  He was also active
in having sct aside many areas for permanent wild-life sane-
tuaries, and it is most titting that recently a group of his friends
purchased n beautiful woodland valley among the -Berkshire
Hills and presented it to the Commonwenlth of Massachusetts
as the Edward Howe Forbush Wild-Life Sanetuary, 1t is n
satisfaetion to all his friends to know that this was aeeom-
plished during the Titetime of Ny, Forbush, and to know that
he had himsell visited and approved the sanetuary,

It wax as an ceonomie ornithologist that M Forbush was
known most widelv,  His studies of the food hnhits of our
birds, espeeintly i their relation to wgriealture, enened hine an
international reputation, and his writings aee quoted by seien-
tists wherever Fnglish is spoken, and have heen translatid into
several Toreign Tanguages.  His investigntions have furnished
data of great value to agrienltare, hortienlture, nnd Torestry
wnd have heen a real contvibution to the welfnre of the worlid's
peoples,

At the time of his death My, Forbush was still engaged in
the preparation of his theee-volume work upon the " Dirds of
Muassachusetts and other New England States,"” published by
the Commonwealth, The first volume, issued in 1925, mot
with instant approval, and was followed in 1927 by the seeond
volume,  The manuseript of the final volume was almost eemn-
pleted when Mr. Forbush Taid down his pen for the last time,
only the introduction and a chapter or two on extinet birds
being lacking.  These three volumes, the enlmination of his
many vears of observation and rvesearch, the outgrowth of lis
deep and abiding love for our feathered friends, the masterpicee
toward which all his earlier efforts had been leading, will be a
lasting memorial to Edward Howe Forbush,

We honor the memory of Edward Howe Forbush for his out-
standing accomplishments in eeonomie ornithology, we praise
him for his great work in wild-lite conservation and proteetion,
we read again and again his charming deseriptions of the inti-
mate lives of our feathered neighbors, but jt is still another
side of the man himself which has endeared him to his host of
fricnds and which renders <o poignant our sense of loss in his
passing.  He held a most unusual place in the hearts of hun-
dreds of persons whe had never met him faee to face but who
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knew him through the revelation of his writings.  Sinee his
death seores of letters have been received by his former asso-
cintesin the Massachusetts Department of Agrienlture, expross-
ing the high esteem in which he was held, and wmany of these
letters have been from peaple whose only contaet with him had
heen by means of correspondence,  His sineerity and singles
ness of purpose, his patienee and tnetful consideration, his
friendly interest in the problems of the veriest tyro in hird-
study, gave a personal touch o all his relations with others,
Visitors found him a patient listener, always ready to draw
upon his great store of knowledge for their heneit. He was
modest and unassuming in his beaving, but when, as a result
of thorough investigation and keen judgment, he formed an
opinion, he was ready to back it against any man or group of
men, and his ideas were valued accordingly,  His kindliness,
hix =aving touch of humor, his never-failing sense ol justice,
won friends even among those who opposed him in matters of
paliey in conservation, and he acecomplizhed his ends with a
minimum of effort as, tall, spare, and almost asectie in appear-
anee, he moved quictly about his chosen work.,  There must
be a tremendous satisfaction in knowing that one has made a
real contribution to the welfare and happiness of many, many
people, and this satistaetion belonged 1o Mr, Forbush,

His was a elean and upright life, dedieated to the sdvanee-
ment of interest in natural and simple things, and it was most
appropriate that as he was lnid away to his last long rest, birds
called in the near-by pines, and among the beautiful tlowers
which covered him, there lay a simple spray of pussy willows,
“from the woods he loved so well,”

Cohasset, Massachusetts,




