88 Bulletin of the

Experiences in Banding Rose-breasted Grosbeaks.—I was fortunate
enough in 1926 to band seventeen Rose-hrensted Grosheaks (Zamelidia
tudoriciana).  These were eaptured in a pull-string trap 13”7 x 8" x 7'
pluced on a feeding-shelfl at a second-story window,

Winter birds had been feeding at the shelf for several vears before 1
bhegan banding. A good number of Purple Finehes, Goldfinehes, Pine
Sisking, and Chickadeer were frequent visitors when the Groshenks first
arrived in May,  Their (avorite food was sunflower secds,  Before leaving
the shelf they would often peek at the suet a little and then finish with n
drink of water,

Of the seventeen Grosheaks banded five were wdult males, three were
adalt females, seven were yvoung hirds, and the last two were prohably
voung alsn. On July 19 and 20 1 banded o brood of five young and the
tather bird, which wore brought to the shelf by the banded mother,  'I'wo
of the yonng were unmistakably males and possibly 1so o third one.  The
mother hird was not seen after the first day, but the father eame to feed
with the young for several days, when he too disa speared, the young
contining to come until the last week of August,  There were often two
or three feeding at the same time, the others waiting their tum in a nearhy
Birch trees On the second day the father was busily eating sanflower
seeds, while-one of the voung was enjosing peanut-hearts,  Oceasionally
a fathier bird would pick up a hemp seed, erack it, and feed it to his off-
spring. then each would continue to feed himself. After four or five days
the young were able to ernck even sunflower seeds for themselyes, They
appeared very hungey, ate heartily ke growing children, and were ex-
tremely tame. :

Other young hirds were handed diiricg August.  After July 21th the
old hirds were not seen, and August 25th was the last day the yourg eame
to the shelf. By that time they had become very nervous and their stay
at the shell was very brief- Luizasean M, Dosnaw, Wellesley, Mass,

Water-Thrushea (Neiurus norchoracensis) at Banding Stations. On
ovensions during the last four summers, we have eaptured WaterIhrushes
at our stations. "There have been four in wll, the dutes being July 7, 1923,
Cohasset, Mass.y and Julv 20 1923, August 1, 1924, nndd August 21, 1024,
Peterbora, New Hampshire.  AlL these Lirds were conspicuousty Gnged
with vellow on the under parts. The tint was pale sulphur-yellow to
sulphur-yellow.  The supereiliney line was similar i tone, hut somewhat
less vivid, Tt is aninteresting question why these single birds were moving
about on these dates, especially so early as July 2d and 7th,  "The matters
of the age and sex of the birds are also of inferest, but thus far undeter-
mined. The fresh-appearing plumage. in each ense, indieated a hird-of-
the-vear.

The first three of the Water-Thrushes taken appeared at the stations
but onee. Two came early in the moring, attracted, no douln, hy the
presenee of other birds foeding in the teaps, entering themselves through
cariosity or accident. The third was found entangled in a cobweb in o
barn by a neighbor, and brought to the station.  The fourth and ast,
taken Augast 21st this vear, was eaptured in a water trap.  Three gquarters
of an hour after banding, it returned 1o the station, and continued a fre-
quent visitor into the fourth day, the great atteaetion heing fine eracker-
crambs, which had been put out especially for Chipping Sparrows,  The
Water-Thrush was devoted to these erumbs, returning as often as twice
an hour or even oftener during some of his stay. s frequent menls were
usually interrupted by several trips to a nearby bath for Lnug draughts of
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water, and a thorough bath was often indulged in,  Among the Purple
Finches and Sparrows \\ith which he associated while feeding, he teetered
nhout, neither puguacious nor timid, but holding his ground well, He
nppenred very eapable and resoureeful always, finding his way into traps
hy various doors, on the level of the ground and through the top, with

readiness,  He often mn for a distanee of several feet with great speed,
Hix alarm-note was a single rather rich and loud eall, but low-pitehed for
a Warbler, s weight was 15 grams.—HeLEN Grazcer Warmne,
Peterboro, N, 1L, September 7, 19206,

Banded Hummingbird's Return.—To Window-xide Banding Nta-
“ton, which opened June 220d for its fourth scason, ‘The good news st
Iave been broadeast all over the Iskand, for at onee binls eame floeking in.
'I'Im'v rare Warblers flying by stopped for a few moments—a Canadian, «

Cape May, and a Black-throated Blue Warbler,  But the great event of
the season oceurred on August 1st, the very day the eelebration Te n th
honor of the seven hundredth anniversary of the death of 8t Franeis of
Assixi, when a Ruby-throated llunnnm;,lnral waked me very early, buzzing
on my ceiling.  Though sighing, 1 g up to eateh and Land it, only to
hml when 1 eathered it in my hand that it was already handed lul\ 20,
1925, on the right leg, a female, T think, one of the four 1 elasped the
tiniest almminum bracelets on last summer that 1 conld possiblyv manage.
less than a sixteenth of an ineh in width, | 1 thought that would he about
right, but it was too narrow to carry numbers unfortunately. . Perhaps
some-one ean think of & way to mark them. The bands 1 put on in 1924
female, T think, sailed in, banded on Augmist 15, 1925, on the Jeft leg,
were too wide; none eiune back, On Angust 15th another Hummer, a
making returns of fifty per eent of the Huommers handed in 19250 The
hait [ used to attract them i sugar-and-water syrup in pill-hottles covernad
with searlet sunfast,  Four new ones have Teen bhanded this year todate,
One, i young male, repented the next dave e was angry and squeaked
tustily Hoth times when enught, Banded Hummers have Deen no anmsnal
xight here this kunnoer, and onee or twice there were two perehing at the
sime time,  Ereosora 8, Monaas, September 1, 1026,

The Barred Owls at Rock.-  Fvery vear sinee 1 eame to Rock in 1920
1 have heard Barred Owls (Steir mriu varia) calling in the 'woods below
the house, bt und il recently 1 bave heen anable o locate their nest,

This year (1926) myv Loy, cight vears old, told me two Sundavs in sue-
ecession that while going down through the woods an Owl had flown over
his head at Black Brook bridge. T went down to investigate, as I knew
of a “hee” tree which had been opened near there, From a place where |
could view the tree without heing seen 1 saw a Barred Owl sitting in the
tree, which flew as soon as [ showed mvself,

A few dayvs Later, my sister, M, George B Barbank, of Sandwich, o
hander, stopped at the honse, ook her down so she might see the Onl,
but when we looked at the holes it contained two Owls instend of one, which
did not fly when I stepped into view or even when T straek the tree with g
stick,  “Young Owls,” said T to my sister; “IH Land them.”  So the
following day, June 12th. 1 took my bov, camera, and hands down to the
tree,  Derched on a ladider cighteen feet from the ground. T took a picture
of the Owls at home. Then 1 t(mk them down and banded them, Nox,




