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Black Oystercatchers (Haematopus bachmani) breed 
along the Pacific coast of Alaska from the Aleutians, 
around the Gulf of Alaska, south into Baja California, 
Mexico ( A.O.U. 1957. Gabrielson and Lincoln 1959 ). 
Hanna (‘1920) reported the taking of an adult Black 
Oystercatcher during January, 1917 on St. George 
Island, Pribilof Islands. Gabrielson and Lincoln 
( 1959) stated that this was the only record north of 
the Aleutians. Subsequent workers on the Pribilof Is- 
lands (Kenyon and Phillips 1965, Sladen 1966), on 
St. Lawrence Island (Fay and Cade 1959, Sealy et 
al. 1971, Johnson 1974), and in Bristol Bay (Brina 
Kessel mpers. comm. ) reported no additional observa- 
tions of Black Oystercatchers. 

On 15 July 1974, during a boat census of the Pa- 
cific walrus (Odobenus rosmarus) on Round Island, 
Bristol Bay, Alaska ( 5S036’N, 159”54’W ), I saw two 
adult Black Oystercatchers on the intertidal rocks of 
the eastern portion of the Island. I visited the same 
place by foot two days later and found two adult 
Black Oystercatchers feeding two flightless young. 
One adult stayed with the chicks while the other 
foraged among the intertidal rocks, up to 50 m away. 
The foraging adult periodically returned to the young 
and fed them snails, apparently of the genus Litto- 
rina. Comparison of this feeding behavior and the 
plumage characters of the young with the descriptions 
of Webster ( 1941) indicated that the young were less 
than 5 days old. 

I again visited this site on 20 and 21 July 1974 and 
each time I found the two adults and the two chicks 
together within 75 m of the original location. At these 
times the young were following the adults among the 
intertidal rocks. 

These observations of flightless young extend the 
breeding range of Black Oystercatchers in Alaska ap- 
proximately 350 km north into Bristol Bay. 

I am grateful for the support of the R/V Alpha 

Helix during its Bering Sea 1974 cruise under the 
leadership of Francis H. Fay. These observations 
were made while conducting walrus research sup- 
ported by the Office of Naval Research Grant 
%06014 67 A 01630010 to G. C,arleton Ray and Doug- 
las Wartzok. I thank Carvn Fitch-Elev. Karl W. Ken- 
yon, Brina Kessel, and W: J. L. Sladey for their com- 
ments and suggestions on the manuscript, and Mary 
Mix for typing assistance. 
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