RECEHT RECOROS OF THE DARK FORM OF TBE SOFTPLUMAGED FETREL
PREMOOROMA MOLLTS FROM THE SUBANTARCTIC
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Racafved 1§ Februory J#AE, acceptad 25 February 1942

bitchromati: plumage varlatlom is found in Several specles of
Ptargdrome: petrels : Kermadec Petrel F. meglecra, Trinildada
Patrel F. arminjoadana, and Blackrapped Patrel P, haattata

tMurphy 13 16, Wurphy & Pennoyer 1%52). A dark form of ths
Softplumzged Potral F. meliia has beon recocded at a faw Sub-
antarcotic localitiea (Table 1), This note documents recent

records of dark Form mollis incloding the flrst for Marion Ieland
(46 548, 37 45E) 1in ths Prince BEdward Jroup,

Dark form mellie wary in colour from ooty grey overall in the
axtrame Fform (Mathews & Gopdon 1932, Swalaz 1965) to individuals
with hroad dark cheat bands and heavily atreaked undarphrts
{Elliott 19%54). ™i3 i% Lln contrast to the pormal orilis which
has white undarpares and a chest band of varlabla axtent (see
Clancay of gf. L8931).

At Mariom Island, Rand (1954] racorded dark farm mollig 28
anundant, This record has been widely diacounted {(sea Murphy
iin Rand 19%54)1, Bourne 1357, Ellictt 1957, Swales 1965, Clanoey
gr 4/, 1981l) ag due to confusion with tha sympatric Kerguelen
Fetret ¢, bhrepirostrin. However, A,J., Williams and A.E. Durger
{pera,conm.} captured an extreme Jdark form molises at Marlon
Island during January 1%74. Tha blrd was ldentified on the
basis of tha flesh coloured lagd {=ee Elliott 1357, Swaloa 1945).
During Dacember 1979 I found a dark form melita oocupying a
burrow with a bii;d with normal plumage, The birds ware probably
nonbreeders, aince the nast was unlined and during sebsaguant
vizles no egy waz Eound. The dark bizd was typical of th4
extreme darkx foem of mollfs described by Mathewse (1912) and
Swalag []345]., [t overall appearanca was vegy like a
dMuinutlve Greatwinged Petrel P, mgaroptsrs {ges also Sinclair
15781,

Sopventy e gl. (1971} conalder Gpevirsgtrie and the dark farm of
mallip indiatinguishable at ae=2. Hewayer, although difficult,
fllght behaviour, underwing pattern and body shapa are good
charasters for separating the ktwoe species (Sinclajr 1%73). In
the African sector of tha Scouthern Qfean A.M. Griffiths (pers.
comm. } identified ona dark meilie during May 1%7% and four during
Febhruary—-March 1980, All these hirds were seen at ologe range
{wiiﬁin D n of thea ship) and ware in the company =f normal
mallin,

The dark faem QF mellis seens to bo extremely rare. At Marion
Ialand I found only one dark bird comparad te over 150 noymal
tndividuals. it Gough Ialand Swalem {1965) recorded a simllar
leww Erogqueney and Clapcey of af, (1%81) found no dark mollis
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although they examined over 100 birds. In the African sector of-
the Southern Ocean during February-March 1980, A.M. Griffiths
(pers.comm.) saw 1 371 mollis at close randge and only four of
these were dark birds. In some other Pterodroma species
exhibiting dichromatic variation, the dark form is well
represented (Murphy & Pennoyer 1952),. For instance, at Kermadec
Island, Murphy (1936) found 40 % of the neglecta population to be
dark birds.

Bourne (1966, 1975) suggests that the dark form of mollis may be
the result of hybridization with brevirostris. However, dark
mollis share no morphological or behavioural characters with
brevirostrie, which might suggest hybridization. Dichromatic
variation, well established in some Pterodroma species, is so
unusual in mollis that Clancey et al. (1981) consider it an
exaggeration to call mollis a polymorphic species and, as: :
suggested by Harper (1973), dark plumaged birds may just be rare
individual variants.
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