





There were reports of 21 from New York,
mainly upstate.’ Four additional reports
came from Delaware, three from the
Wilmington Landfill Feb. 12 (MG, BPe).
Dasey reports counting 113 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls in a 90-minute period at Flor-
ence as they drifted by on the river while at
the same time 13 more were observed near-
by in Pennsylvania (AB). Binns argues con-
vincingly that a staggering 250 were in the
Florence area early in the season. Approxi-
mately 19 Glaucous Gulls were reported
from New Jersey, a dozen from Florence.
Spahn reported them as regular and
increasing in the Genesee region of New
York, and 5 additional reports came from
other parts of the state. Five were reported
from Pennsylvania and three from Dela-
ware. An imm. Black-legged Kittiwake at
Oswego, NY, Dec. 13 (BH) continued the
trend of early winter appearances in the
area.

Forster’s Terns lingered in large num-
bers at Indian River with over 100 Dec. 16
and 30 Jan. 27 (SD), and a single individual
was at Pt. Lookout, Long I., January-
February (SS, v.0.). Black Skimmers lin-
gered at Cape May, NJ, with 19 present Dec.
2 (SF et al.), three Dec. 20 (m.ob.), and two
Jan. 14 (P. Brath, AR, RC). The alcid of the
season was Black Guillemot. One appeared
Dec. 8 at Manasquan Inlet, NJ (A, Bern-
stemn, PB, SB). This record has been accept-
ed by NJBRC, making it the 8th for the
state. Two others were reported from Long
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I, one Dec. 19 on the Brooklyn CBC (R.
Cech, P. Dempsey) and the other at
Montauk (AG).

OWLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS

Reports of only two Snowy Owls were sub-
mitted this year, both from Delaware: one
on the Bombay Hook CBC Dec 27, and one
near Odessa, New Castle, Jan. 17 (J. White).
Northern Saw-whet Owls, too, were in
short supply. Six were reported from n.e.
Pennsylvania, three from Bradford, two
from Luzerne, and one from Wyoming (J.
Hoyson, RK et al.), and one on the Moores-
town CBC, Burlington, NJ. Dasey in s.e.
New Jersey called this the “worst year I can
remember” for Saw-whets while O. Heck in
Hunterdon, NJ, found none at all in any of
his customary locations.

An imm. male Ruby-throated Hum-
mingbird at Elmer, Salem, NJ, Dec. 9-23 (R.
Gleason, fide WD) provided the state with a
record-late date. An ad. female Rufous
Hummingbird, present Dec. 4-Jan. 2 in
Belfonte, New Castle, DE, was banded and
its identification confirmed (E. Potrafke, E
Short). The male Rufous Hummingbird in
Berks, PA, continued from last season until
at least Dec. 21 (J. Keim, m.ob.), and the
Selasphorus Hummingbird in Hunterdon,
NJ (J. DeMarrais, v.0.), continued from
Oct. 10 until Jan. 6.

Eleven Red-headed Woodpeckers were
reported from New York this season, with
10 from New York City’s Central Park

through the season (m.ob.). They were
scarce elsewhere with five in New Jersey, five
in Pennsylvania, and, after a fall with hum-
erous sightings, only two in Delaware A
single Three-toed Woodpecker was a good
find in the Adirondacks on the Saranac L
CBC, Franklin, NY. The Adirondacks also
produced four Black-backed Woodpeckers,
one on the same Saranac L. CBC.

FLYCATCHERS
THROUGH WAXWINGS

A W. Kingbird remained at Riverhead, Long
L, from early December into mid-January
(m.ob.). Northern Shrike reports were up
from last year with more that 30 fromne
New York. Elsewhere there were fewer
reports with four more from New York and
eight from New Jersey. A few Gray Jays
appeared in the Adirondacks with a maxi-
mum of nine on the Saranac L. CBC
Common Ravens are becoming fairly regu-
lar at Picatinny Arsenal and Wildcat Ridge
in Morris, NJ (RR, Bill Gallegher et al),
pairs were seen at both places, and there 1s
suitable nesting habitat in the vicinity, this
could become the 2nd area in the state to be
recolonized.

Four species of swallow remained 1nto
December at Cape May Pt., NJ. Three-hun-
dred Tree Swallows were at S.C.M.M. Dec
14 (PL) and 483 were reported on the Cape
May CBC. A single N. Rough-winged Swal-
low was present Dec. 1 (RC), The S.CM M
produced two Cave Swallows Dec. 11 & 13
(JD, M. O'Brien, PL, m.ob.), a record-late
date for this recently annual November vis-
itor; S.C.M.M. also held a Barn Swallow
until Dec. 12 (G. Myers, K. Lukens et al )

Red-breasted Nuthatches were present
in good numbers only in the Adirondacks
with a high count of 166 on the Saranac L
CBC; smaller numbers were present well
upstate in New York. Elsewhere, they were
almost absent. House Wrens lingered with
reports of one on the CBC and Jan. 21 & 23
(L. Amery, AR, J. Gutsmuth, S. Keller) at
Cape May, NJ, and one Dec. 20 on the
Schenectady CBC, NY. Sedge Wrens
remained into late December in s. New
Jersey, with three—four at Goshen Dec 20
(R. Barber, CS, PS), one in N. Cape May
Dec 20 (JD, V. Elia), and one at S.C.M M
Dec. 21 (TP). Late Blue-Gray Gnatcatchers
were reported, one each on the Glenolden
CBC, Delaware, PA; on the Princeton CBC,
NJ; and Dec. 1-20 at Cape May (v.0.). A 4th
individual at Bombay Hook Feb. 27
(B&NM) may have been an early spring
migrant.

Three Mountain Bluebirds, all females,
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graced s.e. New York: one in Purchase,
Westchester, Dec. 19 into January (J. Utter,
B Wallace); one near Middletown, Orange,
Dec 20 into early January (W&C Cairo, J.
Tramontano); and one at Northeast,
Duchess, Dec. 27-Jan. 27 (E. Anderson, R.
Nord). There are still fewer than a dozen
New York records. A Townsend’s Solitaire
discovered at the Heislerville W.M.A,,
Cumberland, NJ, on the Belleplain CBC
Dec 27 (R. Blom, m.ob.) remained into
April and was accepted as the state’s 5th
record by NJBRC. A Varied Thrush at
Saranac, Clinton, NY, Jan. 21 to the end of
the period (B. Coakley, B. Krueger, C&J
Miutchell) furnished surprisingly the first
record for New York’s Adirondack—
Champlain region, and Miga reports that

another at Alden, Erie, NY, Jan. 28-30 (G. -

Seamans, K. Fox) was the 13th in the
Niagara—Frontier area since 1970. It was a
good year for Am. Robins, with a high total
of over 10,000 Jan. 10 at Mendon Ponds,
Monroe, NY (C. Cass, A. Clarridge).
Bohemian Waxwing numbers were low
with only a few reports from New York’s
Adirondack-Champlain region (JP) and a
single individual Jan. 17 at Hamlin, Monroe,
NY (DT).

WARBLERS THROUGH SPARROWS

The mild winter led many warblers to
remain well into the season, especially in
the s parts of the Region. A dozen Orange-
crowned Warblers tarried in New Jersey,
five mn Delaware, and one in Pennsylvania.
Late dates were Feb. 22 at the Beanery at
Cape May (TP), Feb. 26 at S.C.M.M. (BS)
and through the end of the period at Fresh
Pond near Dewey Beach, Sussex, DE (MG,
BPe) Four Nashville Warblers lingered at
Cape May, one remaining through the peri-
od (m.ob.) and a 2nd still present Feb. 26
(BS) A Cape May Warbler overwintered at
Nazareth, Northampton, PA (RW). An
amazing Pine Warbler frequented a feeder
in Tupper L., Franklin, NY, Dec. 8-Jan. 13
(C Delahante) when the temperature
dropped to -25°F. This bird provided the
2nd winter record for the Adirondack-
Champlain region. Another was reported
from New York, eight from New Jersey, and
two from Pennsylvania. A Prairie Warbler
Dec 1-14 at Buckhorn Island S.P. near Buf-
falo, NY (D. Suggs, P. Yoerg, W. D’Anna),
may have provided a first winter record for
that region, while another was seen on the
Cape May CBC. An Ovenbird was new for
the Lower Hudson CBC, Bergen, NJ. A Wil-
son’s Warbler was at Palmyra, Burlington,
NJ, Dec 24 (TB) and cooperated on the
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Moorestown CBC. Four Yellow-breasted
Chats lingered in New Jersey and one in
Pennsylvania.

American Tree Sparrows were present in
above-average numbers, especially in
upstate New York where 2324 were report-
ed on 4 CBCs in the Hudson-Mohawk
region. Six Clay-colored Sparrows were
reported: one overwintering at Martins Cr.,
Northampton, PA (RW); one Feb. 6 at P.V.P.
(B&NM); one at Topton, Berks, PA, Dec.
19-31 (P. Saenger); one early February
through the period at Ft. Elsinboro, Salem,
NJ (W. Tannery); and two Nov. 30-Feb.14
at W. Cape May (PL, m.ob.). A Vesper
Sparrow was a good find Feb. 27 at Ft.
Elsinboro (L. Larson, J. Williams). Le
Conte’s Sparrows Dec. 5 at Indian River
(K. Gaskill, T. Day) and at Assawoman
W.M.A. Jan. 2 on the Rehoboth CBC will
provide the 4th and 5th Delaware records if
accepted by DBRC. Another was found at
Sandy Hook Dec. 26 (SB) and a week later
afforded prolonged looks and was video-
taped (C&C Bernstein).

It was an exceptional year for Fox Spar-
rows on Delaware CBCs. Twenty were
recorded on the Wilmington CBC where
one—four are normal, and 35 were recorded
on the Bombay Hook CBC for an all-time
high. Twenty-one remained at Port of
Wilmington, New Castle, DE, late into
February (M. Smith). Elsewhere they were
present in normal numbers. An imm.
Harris’s Sparrow was photographed in
Harmony, Warren, NJ, Feb. 25 (J. Mathews,
fide D. Freiday). New Jersey has only 12
prior records. A White-crowned Sparrow
overwintered at Hogansburg, Franklin, NY
(H. White), exceptionally far north.

GROSBEAKS THROUGH FINCHES

A Black-headed Grosbeak was a welcome
visitor at a feeder in Goshen, Cape May, NJ,
from Feb. 6 into March (CS, PS). No fewer
than five Painted Buntings were present
this season, an unprecedented number. In
New Jersey, a male sporadically visited a
feeder in Middletown, Monmouth, until
Jan. 15 (SB, L. Mack, R. Hodum) and
another Jan. 19-Feb. 6 in W. Long Branch,
Monmouth (PB, v.0.). Also in New Jersey, a
female at Sandy Hook was a one-day bird in
December (fide PB) while a male visited in
Ocean (fide PB). In Delaware a female was
recorded at Fresh Pond near Dewey Beach
Jan. 2 on the Rehoboth CBC (J. Janowski).
Two Dickcissels were present in Cape May,
NJ, one at Cape May Pt. Jan. 21 (D. Sibley)
and one in Goshen Feb. 1 into March (CS,
PS, WD); and one was in Lester, Philadel-

phia, PA, Dec. 27 through February (N
Pulcinella).

Red-winged Blackbirds peaked at 10,000
at Montezuma N.W.R., Wayne, NY, Feb. 18
(DT, MD) but were scarce there earlier in
the period. Three Yellow-headed Blackbirds
were reported from Pennsylvania: two win-
tered in Northampton (AK) and one was
seen in s. Lancaster Feb. 19. In New Jersey,
where Dasey called the year bad for the
species, four were reported from Salerm and
two from Burlington. The only report from
Delaware was from Ft. Penn, New Castle
Brewer’s Blackbirds returned to the usual
locations near Leipsic, DE, but in lower
numbers than in the past. The maximum
recorded was 17 Jan. 24. The only other
reports were of single individuals Jan. 31
through February at Staten L, NY (fide H. ]
Flamm, C. Hagen), and Dec. 20 at Oley,
Berks, PA (D. Kendall). Approximately
700,000 blackbirds, mostly Com. Grackles,
descended upon fields near Great Mea-
dows, Warren, NJ, Dec. 24 into early Janu-
ary (DB, R. Dunlap, R. Templin). Four
Baltimore Orioles were reported from New
Jersey: one at the Heislerville W.M.A,
Cumberland, Jan. 4 (PB, SB); one at Cape
May Pt. Dec. 4 (JD); and two there Dec. 16
(PL). A 5th was on Long L. on the Orient
CBC Jan. 2. .

Winter finches were very nearly absent
Even Purple Finches were scarce. A maxi-
mum of 12 Red Crossbills was recorded on
the Saranac L., NY, CBC with a few birds at
Hamilton, NY, breeding sites. Small num-
bers were also reported from the w
Adirondacks. Yunick has wisely begun iden-
tifying Red Crossbills to race. White-
winged Crossbills were reported only from
the Adirondacks with a high count of 13 on
the Saranac L. CBC. The top number of
Com. Redpolls was 70, reported on the
Ferrisburg CBC, Essex, NY, with almost no
reports farther south. Pine Siskins were
reported in very small numbers with peaks
of 15 on the Saranac L. CBC in the n
Adirondacks and 20 at Windfall Pond in the
w. Adirondacks. All reports of Evening
Grosbeaks came from the Adirondacks and
nearby regions. They were absent from the
Elizabethtown CBC in the n. Adirondacks
for the first time since 1973, and only five
were recorded on the Saranac L. CBC. Two
bright spots were Tupper L. with 50 Feb. 15
(RB) and the Johnstown-Gloversville CBC
in the s. Adirondacks with 66 Dec. 27.

Observers: (subregional compilers in bold-
face): Pete Bacinski, Tom Bailey (coastal
NJ: 87 Wyndham Place, Robbinsville, NJ

151








