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Abstract.—This is the fourth paper of a 4-part series detailing the longevity records of
marked North American birds. The previous three papers can be found in the Journal of
Field Ornithology, Volumes 53 and 54. Prior to this series only one definitive paper (Kennard
1975) had been written on North American taxa. Records for 84 taxa are included in this
paper. Thirty are birds older than those listed by Kennard. Thirty-nine are new records
and 9 are those listed in Kennard.

REGISTROS DE LONGEVIDAD DE AVES DE NORTE AMERICA:
COEREBINAE A ESTRILDIDAE

Sinopsis.—Este trabajo es el ultimo de una serie de 4, sobre registros de longevidad a base
de anillamientos de aves de Norte América, que suplementan el trabajo de Kennard (1975).
Los trabajos previos (3) fueron publicados en los volumenes 53 y 54 del Journal of Field
Ornithology. El actual trabajo cubre 84 especies. Treinta y nueve son nuevos informes de
longevidad, 30 tienen una longevidad mayor y 9 son similares a lo que informa Kennard.

This paper is the fourth in a 4-part series supplementing and extending
an earlier summary by Kennard (1975). It is based on an extensive review
of the literature and a detailed examination of the records in the Bird
Banding Laboratory (hereafter BBL), Laurel, Maryland. A more detailed
account of the method and changes in format from Kennard is given by
Clapp et al. (1982).

Data listed in the table of longevities (Table 2) are presented in the
same format as in the preceding papers in this series (Clapp et al. 1982,
1983). The estimated minimum age is calculated by assuming a hatching
date of 1 June as was done by Kennard (1975). The number of recoveries
listed for each species includes all reports processed through August 1985.
The figure for the number of birds banded is a composite derived from
several sources (Clapp et al. 1982) and is an inexact, but close, approx-
imation of the total number banded since the inception of bird banding
in North America. Table 1 lists the BBL codes for age, sex and those
describing how the bird was obtained. Parentheses around an age and/
or sex indicate a change from the original record based upon either
recapture or the current BBL age codes.

Symbols given before the common name in Table 2 indicate modifi-
cations of Kennard’s (op. cit.) work. A # indicates that this is the same
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Codes used in list of longevities of North American birds (Table 2).

Codes for age and sex and their verbal equivalent

A = Adult HY = Hatching year M = Male

AHY = After hatching year I = Immature S or SA = Subadult
ASY = After second year J = Juvenile SY = Second year
F = Female L = Local 18] = Unknown

Codes for “How Recovered”

00 = Found dead

01 = Shot

03 = Caught due to injury

04 = Caught by or due to trap or
snare other than those used for
catching birds

10 = Died during banding operations

12 = Caught by or due to cat

14 = Struck or struck by motor vehi-

57 = Caught due to entanglement in anything
other than fishing gear

89 = Trapped and released by bander in differ-
ent 10-minute block from where originally
banded

97 = Miscellaneous. Method of recovery not cov-
ered by codes

99 = Trapped and released by bander in same
10-minute block where originally banded

cle

16 = Collected as scientific specimen
or for scientific study

28 = Caught by hand

45 = Found dead or injured on high-
way

bird listed by Kennard (op. cit.). The estimated minimum age for these
birds is the same as in Kennard’s paper. An * denotes a bird of greater
age than that given in the original list, and two ** indicate a species not
listed by Kennard. An *# before three entries (Song Sparrow, Spot-
breasted Oriole, and Pine Grosbeak) indicates that these are the same
birds listed by Kennard, but are listed with greater ages. The increased
age of the Spot-breasted Oriole resulted from a recapture subsequent to
its listing by Kennard. The other two were errors we discovered upon
examination of the original data. Three entries (Fox Sparrow, Boat-tailed
Grackle, and Purple Finch) that lack a symbol preceding the English
name are replacements for entries in Kennard that proved to be invalid
and are younger than the birds listed there.

Thirty (35.7%) of the records for the 84 forms listed in Table 2 are
birds older than those listed by Kennard (op. cit.). Thirty-nine (46.4%)
are for taxa not listed in the original paper. Nine (10.7%) of the records
represent longevities that have not been exceeded since publication of the
original paper.

We encourage bird banders to submit return records for ages greater
than those listed to the BBL (Att’n: M. K. Klimkiewicz). We also request
new longevity records for those species documented in the earlier accounts
of Clapp et al. (1982, 1983) and Klimkiewicz et al. (1983). Any North
American species longevity records not documented in these accounts and
greater than four years old are also welcome.
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NOTES AND NEWS

REQUEST FOR COOOPERATION
IN COLLECTION OF BIBLIOGRAPHY ON RAPTORS

A member of the S.R.O.P.U. (Stazione Romana per I’Osservazione e la Protezione degli
Ucecelli) is trying to assemble a library on birds of prey including owls. Works about species
status, general biology, and methodologies are sought.

Such a library would be of great value and interest to members of the S.R.O.P.U. who
are conducting research on raptors. We would be extremely grateful to anyone who could
kindly send works on raptors to Vincenzo Penteriana, Via Festo Avieno n°56 007136 Roma
(ITALY).



