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Fig. 2. Measured wing-length plotted against wing-length estimated using the method described in the text (and based on the length of 
each bird's 8th primary) for samples of (a) Red Knots and (b) Ruddy Turnstones. 
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Fig, 3. Frequency distribution of the difference, estimated wing-length minus measured wing-length, for samples of (a) 74 Red Knots and 
(b) 101 Ruddy Turnstones (see text for methods of measurement and estimation). 

Equation 1 
Mass = - 87.6(SE 67.2) + 1.49(SE 0.43)*Measured 
wing-length 

R-Sq = 10.6%, n = 101, p=0.001 

Equation 2 
Mass = - 47.4(SE 78.7) + 1.23(SE 0.51)*Estimated 
wing-length 

R-Sq = 5.6%, n = 101, p<0.05 

It is likely that the ability to estimate wing-lengths from 
the length of the 8th primary will not be a complete solu- 

tion. No doubt birds will be caught that are moulting the 8th 
and have a badly abraded wing-point. Instances like this may 
be so rare that such birds can be omitted from analysis. How- 
ever, it might be worth having available a regression equa- 
tion based on the 7th primary as an alternative. 
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