THE BIRDS OF ESTUARIES ENQUIRY - SOME RESULTS FROM THE 1986-87 WINTER
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Table 1. Total numbers of the main wader species recorded by the BoEE

in the United Kingdom during winter 1986-87.
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Table 2.1 wader counts at principal BoEE sites in winter.

Peak winter count

1986-87
Wash 172,107
Morecambe Bay (111,097)
Dee (Eng/Wales) 70,949
Humber (85,884)
Thames 99,347
Ribble 86,514
Solway (37,275)
Severn (34,474)
Alt 65,701
Strangford Lough 37,968
Chichester Harbour 31,472
Langstone Harbour 35,770
Forth (37,500)
Burry 38,245
Mersey 18,654
Swale (13,065)
Lindisfarne 31,200
Stour 20,685
Medway 24,774
Blackwater 24,111
Duddon 29,211
Outer S Solway * 23,812
Colne 21,529
Dengie 20,639

Average peak winter count

1982-83 to 1986-87

152,884
143,552
83,529
83,127
82,882
72,438
70,028
52,899
47,533
46,568
41,037
37,444
36,415
35,427
33,699
33,413
31,587
25,120
24,620
22,067
21,628
18,791
13,504
12,106

Bracketed totals refer to sites lacking any complete counts in winter

1986-87
* non-estuarine coastal site

and very important Dee estuary, on the
English/Welsh border, have tended to decline.
An analysis by Mitchell et al. (in press)

indicates that these opposing trends are
linked, with numerous Knots and Bar-tailed
Godwits, many of which feed along the north
Wirral shore, having switched roost sites,

apparently as a result of increasing levels of
disturbance on the Dee. The strikingly low
wader population on the Mersey in 1986-87 was
almost entirely a consequence of much reduced
Dunlin numbers, with the maximum winter count
of 12 000 Dunlin being 1less than half that
normally recorded.

The 1986-87 season saw an unprecedented
expansion in the scope of the BTO Estuaries
Programme. Dr Mike Moser 1left the post of
Estuaries Officer at the end of August 1986 and
at the same time Jeff Kirby assumed the new
post of Assistant Estuaries Officer. In
February 1987, Dr Robert Prys-Jones took up the
post of Estuaries Officer. In April, two
contract research officers joined the Estuaries
Programme to conduct assessments of the
implications for birds of proposed power
station developments on the Humber and
Southampton Water. In May, a third research
officer, Dr Nigel Clark, began an 18-month
contract to investigate the potential impact on
intertidal birds of the proposed Severn tidal
barrage. If it goes ahead, this barrage will
be one of the largest engineering projects ever

carried out and will radically alter the tidal
regime of the estuary. The Severn ranks as
internationally important for its wader

populations, notably its Dunlin for which it is
the single most important wintering site in the

United Kingdom. BoEE counters are playing a
major role in this research on the Severn,
carrying out numerous low-tide feeding counts

around the estuary in addition to their normal
high-tide roost counts.

Recent publications and reports from the BTO
Estuaries Programme are listed below:

Goss-Custard, J.D. & Moser, M.E. in press.
Rates of change in numbers of Dunlin
Calidris alpina wintering in British

estuaries in relation to the spread of

Spartina anglica. J.appl.Ecol.

Kirby, J.S. 1987. The ornithological
significance of the Mostyn Docks area of
the Dee estuary to wildfowl and waders.
BTO Research Report 24.

Kirby, J.s. 1987. The ornithological
significance of Flint marshes and mudflats
to wildfowl and waders. BTO Research
Report 25.

Moser ,M.E. & Kirby,J.S. in
in midwinter counts of
estuary. Bird

Mitchell, J.R.,
press. Declines
waders roosting on the Dee
Study.

Moser, M.E. 1987. A revision of population
estimates for waders (Charadrii) wintering
on the coastline of Britain. Biol.Conserv.
39: 153-164.

Moser, M.E. 1987. Ecological effects of man's
activities on waders. North Sea Forum
Report, Chapter 18, 107-110.

Moser, M.E. 1987. Importance of UK estuaries
for waders and wildfowl. RSPB Conservation
Review 1: 34-36.

Moser, M.E. & Summers, R.W. 1987. Wader
populations on the non-estuarine coasts of
Britain and Northern Ireland: results of
the 1984-85 Winter Shorebird Count. Bird
Study 34: 71-81.



Prys-Jones, R.P. & Kirby, J.S. 1987. Summary
statistics for waders on United Kingdom
estuaries, 1981-82 to 1986-87. BTO
Research Report 26 (in four parts).
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THE RAMSAR CONVENTION MEETING 1987 IN REGINA, CANADA: CHANGING PROCEDURES AND

PRIORITIES FOR A DEVELOPING WORLD

Nicola J. Crockford & Theunis Piersma

"Regina, Saskatchewan 1is the sunniest town in
North America" said the VIP who welcomed 200
delegates and observers to the "Third Meeting

of the Conference of Contracting Parties to the
Ramsar Convention - 27 May to 5 June 1987". It
was dironic to hear these words, having just
flown in amidst a deluge of torrential rain and
hail with lashings of sheet 1lightning. The
delay this downpour caused in the unloading of
our baggage from the plane, together with the
prevailing bedlam at the airport due to
President Mitterand's arrival in a Concorde 30
minutes previously, meant a much delayed
arrival at the Regina Inn - site of the Ramsar
meeting. Arriving 35 minutes before the
reception banquet commenced and one minute
before the registration desk closed, we
hurriedly changed our travel stained clothes in
the privacy of the registration room and
stepped out into the melee of international
faces.

Mike Smart (see WSG Bull. 49 Suppl./IWRB
Special Publ. 7 (1987): 114-117) has already
placed the Ramsar Convention in the context of
waders, as being the most effective of the four
modern global conventions on nature
conservation for the conservation of wader
habitat. The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance especially as
Waterfowl Habitat was adopted at the city of
Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, during one of a series
of international govermental conferences on
waterfowl and their wetland habitats organized
by IWRB. Contracting Parties (i.e. nations
which are signatories of the Convention) have
to designate at least one wetland of
international importance for the Convention's
list, and also to make "wise use" of wetlands
in their territory, whether or not they are
included in the 1list. Once a site is listed,
its ecological character has to be maintained.
If a site has to be deleted from the list {(only
acceptable in the "urgent national interest"),
another of the same type must be designated to
compensate the loss. Currently there are about
45 Contracting Parties, which together have
listed 380 sites covering over 25 million
hectares.

The meeting in Regina was the Third Conference
of the Contracting Parties. These meetings are

RAMSAR

CANADA CONFERENCE 1987

organized to review the Convention, to evaluate
its effectiveness by discussing national
experiences and reviewing the status of listed
sites, to introduce the Convention to observers
from nations which are not yet Contracting
Parties, to promote co-operative activities, to
hear reports from international organizations,
and also to promote wetland conservation in the
host country. Certainly for this last aim the
conference was a great success: Canada awarded
Ramsar status to 11 new sites, several of which
{e.g. Grand Codroy River in Newfoundland,
Shepody Bay in New Brunswick, Muscadavit in
Nova Scotia, and Point Pelee and James Bay in
Ontario) are of great importance to waders.

in Regina is one of a series that
Italy, in 1980, followed

The meeting
started in Cagliari,

by a meeting in Groningen, The Netherlands in
1984. Its logo was an unidentified wader: a
cross between a Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus

tricolor and a hybrid Knot Calidris canutus.
Apart from the official delegates or observers
from 50 countries, sitting in the front rows of
the conference hall, a range of people backed
up the meeting: academics, conservation
lobbyists, publicists and environmental
lawyers.

Since 1971 the Convention has been run by IUCN
acting as the convention bureau, providing
secretariat services on an ad hoc basis, with
the assistance of IWRB as scientific¢ advisors.
UNESCO acted as Convention Depository. The
Convention relied on voluntary funding from a
minority of its member-governments and from
conservation groups such as WWF. The point had
been reached where the <Convention could no
longer be adequately serviced without a
permanently funded secretariat to provide
necessary information to its members, monitor
compliance, organize working meetings and



