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After the first few mid weck outings becausce the days were beecoming shorter
- it was impossible for me to go to the arca belfore dark. There wvas no
alternative but to sct the nets in the dark. Although this crceated a
disturbance, birds always rcturncd to the arca within half an hour. During
the daytime they usually dissappearcd cmwp]ctoly if disturbcd, Mo attonpts
verc made to catch birds after wdd-night althoush 1 au confident that
successful catching could have continucd until duwn.

The maximua nunber of Birds scen over the pravel pit arca at any onc tine
was 15, although flocks totalling up to 2,000 were prescnt within half a
kilometre., It scens as if snall nunbers frorm the {locks continually visit
the gravel pits, perhaps to drink.
The number of Lapwings trapped per visit changed littlc with weather
conditions., Increascd movement on light nights conpensated for the lesse
obvious apppearancc of the nets on aull, wet nights when birds prceierred
to stay on the nearby 'ficlds. Pcalr catchics were botween the 22nd and
29th October with a moximunm of 13 on the 26th October, and between 25th
Hovernber and 10th December with 6 on 4th December. Cutside thesce dates no
norc than three were trapped on cach occasion, Howcver, over the whole
period 63 Lapwings were caught (none re-trapped). Other birds included

10 Snipe, 1 Jack Snipe, 1 Curlew and Teal.

In all 16 visits werc made which averaped 4 Lapwings a vieit, or to put it
another way, onc cvery 1f hours. But leaving my job alter dark and wanting
to go netting (convincing ny wife of wy pood intentions was one problen!)

T could he confident the birds would be thoere, and it proved bo bhe nossiblo
to cateh Lapwings a few alt a tinc over o long period.  Apart row boceoiiing
qore familiar with the speeics (all the caupht birds werc aged, soxed,
weighed and measurced), slowly incrcasing the ringing totel may turn up an
unexpected bonus, Like DR 19207, ringed at Holt Gravel Pits on 14th Oclober
1275 and found dead in northern Hungary on 9th liarch 1976,

When I visited the pravel pits again in wid June 1976 I found a dranatic
change in the appecarancc of the area, with ncw channcls dug, some places
completely filled in and other arcas exposcd., Tlochks of Lapwings werce
agdin present in o sinilar but rc ccnuly forrmcd area aud Curlcus and
nmoulting Lapwings (one a re~trap from 26th Octobor 1975) have boen caupht
in less obvious, rccently acguircd, Scottish made ncts.

C.M. Hermings, "Dunlin", 6 Tollhousc Closc, Rushuick, Worcester.

CATCHING LAPWINGS WITH CAMNON [IETS

by ¢ D T Minton

Introduction

For some years it has been the intention off Wader Study Croup nembors o
devote more attention to the study of inland waders, cepoecially Lonuing
and Golden Plover, and in particular to sce whetlier the cannon netting
tochnlquu, now employed .so succcessfully on coastal waders, can be uscd
offectively at inland sites. In the past a feow small cannon nci catches
had been made (including onc of 12 Snipo!) onn an ad hoc basis, but iu
Decenber 1974 the opportunity arosc to make soume morc significant catches
of Lapwing. This has triggcred off a concerted study programrc and 700
Lapwing have now been caught., A& number of intercsting nspects of Lapwing
feeding and roosting behaviour have alrcady becouce apparent and since
thege are hiphly rclevant to catching tochniques they arce docuiented herc
so that others conlenplating Lapwing studics nay benefit.
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SUILER (June to Scptenber)

Smell flocks of adult Lapwings begin to appear as carly as the cnd of llay and
fron early Junc onwards foairly large nurbers can be scceh coning into castern
Dritain from the Contincent so that bv the end of Junc congrogations of o
hundred or morc arc not infroquvnt. AT this tinc of vear most land is under
cultivation and the avount ¢ suitable Lapwing feeding nnd roosting habitat
is small, In the English Miclands and The Fens (vhore iwost of ny exporience
lics) it is confincd to short grass (srozed) ficlds, gravel pits, the
pernotcrs of regervoirs and the oceasional Fallou (or enrly-clenred potato)
ficld.

Lapwing habits. depend very much on the weather and, to a lessor cxtent, on tho
noon, On a normal warm and dry swirers doy pirds consregate Lo rongt between
0900 and 1100 and romain rclatively inactive until 1600 - 2000, uvhen they
again disperse to feced., Thesc daytine roosts arc nost ffuquun1ly cloge to

water and some bathing ., precning and Jdrinking takces place, thoush most of the
tine is spent slecping. If, however, thc weather isc wet, or the sround is wet
following rain, then this daytime roosting period is largely dispenscd with
and 'the birds will actively fecd for ruch of the day.

Over and above the effcects of wcather, the state of the moon also alfecets
Lopwing bchaviour., At periods of full noon a nuch greater proportion ol the
deytime is spent roosting (c.g. flocks can form as carly as 0700 on o hot day).
Conversely when therc is no moon Lapwings spend a preator proportion of the
day fecding and then congregate at dusk, often squatting down to becoue alnost
invisible on o ploughed ficld. o

Since Lapwings can best be eought in nunbers whon they are concentrated at
roosts ~ being well spread out usunlly whon foecding - it {ollows that the nost

guncﬁ"sful tine to cannon nct them is during pericd of hob, dry weather nt

the tine of the full nmoon. ets should idenlly be sct hy 0900 ana the (1qu

entbeh ean often be nade before 1100, with other calches later in the day

good sites. Decoys arc helpful in getting the birds Lo land in the right arca.

Catches arc typically of 20~40 birds, but onc ecatch of £0 (in a singlc net)

was iade. ‘

UINTER (Movenber to Februvary)

ﬁluintor Lapwings have a very much wider choice of habitat, but they still
scen to follow fairly reogular pattcrns of bLJﬂ\Lour. The most common routinc
in thu Midlands is for birds to foed on grice pasturce ond to congropnte to
roost on ploughed ficlds, thouzh somc focding on the latter (pnr,igulnr]y when

ncwly ploughed) docs oceur..

The roon. appears to have a relatively creater offoet in winter, for cven in
woet weather doytime roosts will form. However, in 'no noon' poriods hirds
of'ten spend most of the dry feeding axd only congregale to roost nt or nfter
uusk. Catching, with cannon ncte sct of ploushed ficlds once day Lo cateh

soon after dawn the next day is thereforc rmuch noro successful in the wintor
ot phrlOdu of full moon. Catching at roosts prior tn dusk is less successful.

On frosty nornings Lapwings will often roost, whatover the state of the mooin,
until the sun has melted the frost sufi 101untly for ther to be able to food.
Such wmornings ‘thercefore give an increascd chancou of r&king & cannon nct catch.

Apart from the above, which refers prinarily to farnland habitats, an
intoresting pattcrn of bchaviour has beoen noticed nt Blithficld Rescrvoir,
Staffs.; and this ‘hag provided the opportunity for soue nice wintor sotcehos,
Soon after dawn Lapwings tond to come down to favoured parts of the shoreline
to bathe, precn and drink io somce concentration,  They nay only atay for
perhaps half an hour bofore dispevsing aendn to the surronnding Ciclds o
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feed, although sorc nay return, ot irrcgular intcrvals, during the day.
As before, nets arc set the previous day and decoy ¢ ore sorctimes uscd,
Howcver, on moonlipht nights sonc birds nay arrive holore doun and corc
should be taken not to digturb thoec when pottins luto the filring position.

QTHER POINTS

Mots should be sct at o comparatively low angle (10-15%) hecausc Tapwings
arc cxtronely quick ot taking off ond cscaping before the net cores Lo the
ground, Their large uing arcae noy cnable ther to do this.  Thins can aiso
lead to then falling awkwardly in the nct, houcver, and the oceasional
uncrpeeted wing injury hes occurrcd (ploase note the cireuistances of any
such occurrcnces and roport back co Bob UruncrI/Tony Praoter).

Lapwings (and Golden Plover) scer comparstively unw"r” of neis, bat
canouflaging whore prvcticnb]ﬁ i desirable. o "jipplor™, Lo renove birds
stancing too cloge to the net, 1s very nccesstry. "Twluwan“” WOl
uurprl‘slngly well™6n ficlds - cspeeinlly with o vehicle; but also with
soricone walking or, crawling. TFetching birds from further aiicld can

metines be very frustrating = they can 1y high and far in the wrong
dircction!

After cateding, birds arc best covered-with -light weight material in the sane
way as shore waders, before —utractionfron the cannon ncts and put in
keeping cages.

GLOSSAR

"jirpler! - string with rags just in front of the sct not, Castoncd by clastic
to pep at far cnd of net and noved by pulling froa Ciring posilion
or other hide in line with nct,

"twinkling" - = gently woving floek by npproaching slowly, ldenlly, lashors
(twlnklus) of wLIMS arg “gmn aus the near Dirds Cly Lo For ooide
; of lock.

1
i
'

C D.T. Minton, 65 St John's Hill, Shenstone, Litehficld, Staff's.

LAPWING WEIGHTS AIND MOULT

By L R Goodycr

INTRODUCTIOHN

i prolininary analysis has been made of Lapwing (Vancllus voncllus) weight
and noult data, mainly collcceted between Docembor 1974 and Fobruary 19706
in the West Midlands. Althouph the study is still condinuing bhe "ntuan
resulits are prosented here and comparisons arc nade with sivilar dats on
Lapwing prescented carlier (Kennedy 1973), and on constal waders (oo Wash
VUader Ringing Group Report 1973/4,).

WEIGHT

3

]rSU winter) caught in the period late Junc to niid February (no samplos
hﬂvo yct-been obtained in.liarch, April or iliay). . ican adult. wcignt renain
rclatively constant at 220~230 m (aver: 227 cm) in the period Junc to

Septeuber when the annual moult is tnblng pl%px. Aduiu welghts then risc
to o Decerber peak of 284 s - an inercosce of 30% - heforc falling quite
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Fig 1 shows the ncan monthly weights of 749 Lapwings (052 adult and 91 ]HVLnllp/
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