AGEING AND SEXING OF LAPWINGS (Vanellus vanellus)

by Mark Fletcher

Fror: an examination of Lapwings that have been killed in 'bird strike!
incidents involving aircraft, it has beern found possible to age and sex birds
from their plumage.

As reported in the Handbook of British Birds (Witherby et _al., 1940), by
exaniining the wing formula and particularly the relative position of the
tenth (outermost large) - to the other primaries, adults males and
juvenile females can be distinguished. Using this nrthod adult females and
juvenile males cannot be differentiated.

In the adult male the tenth primary (the eleventh being small) is equal to
between the fourth and fifth primary (rarely fifth or between fourth and
third). With the juvenile female the tenth primary is equal to belwecn the
eigth and ninth (rarely eight and seventh) and always shorter than the
seventh. The adult female and juvenile male both have tenth primaries equal
to between the sixth and seventh, always greater than the seventh.

By examination of the tail it is possible to distinguish adults and juveniles.
The adult tail is tipped light buff or white, and the outer pair of feathers
are white with an irregular black mark towards the tip, With the juvenile the
tail is tipped buff with no white and the outer pair of feathers are entirely
white or occasionally lightly marked black. This black when present covers

a very small area towards one edge of the feathers, any substantial black
indicating an adult tall The buff or white tips to the tail feathers are
goon abraded and this characteristic cannot be safely used after October.
Occasionally an odd tail feather is moulted between July and December in the
juven le. An examination of both outer tail feathors is therefore necessary.
One bird (a juvenile female from the wing formula) had an apparent adult
outer tail feather on one side and a pure white feather on the other. This
bird had probably moulted the one outer tail feather. Hence, if a juvenile
outer tail feather is present on one gide only, it is a juvenile bied.

Using the tail as an indicator of ape and the relative position of the
primaries, it is possible to distinguish both the scex and age of the birds.

A ‘
Adult < . Primaries - 10 = 4/5 (3/4, 5)
Tail - Outer tail feathers with black mark
(tail feathers tipped buff and white)
Adult ¥ Primaries - 10 = &/7 (7
Tail - Outer tail feathers with black mark
oAt (tail feathers tipped buff and white)
Juvenile € : Primaries - = 6/7 (7

T Tail - OCuter taill feathers white (or small black
: © area towards edge)
(tail feathers tlnpcd buff only)

10 = &/9 (7/9)

Tail - OQuter tail feath¢rs white (or small bIack
B area towards cdge)
( all feathers tipped buff only)

Juvenile: ? : Primaries

All birds Wér§”aged'and sexed by 1ook1n; 1t the wing formla and examining the
gonads., —
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Other criteria for ageing such as the length of crest and bwl'l fringing
to the coverts, werc exanmined and although many birds correlated with thesc
factors there were examples of birds not conforming,
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NOTE:s I should be grateful if anyone catching known age lapwings would examinc

the tail feathers and inform me of their findings at MATF, @ FPcst Infestation
Control Laboratory, Tangley Place, Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrcy GU3 3IQ.

MIST NETTING FOR LAPWINGS AT AN INLAND GRAVEL PIT

by C. IM, Hemmings

Between 9th October 1975 and 7th January 1976 sixtcen attenpts were made
to nist net Lapwings Vancllus vanellus using thrcc shelf, 14 metre, wader
nets, at Holtsand and gravel pits, Omberaley, Droitwich, Worcestcrshire,
52° 15" N = 20° 15' W, 63 hirds werc caught and thc purpcse of this note
ig to show that persistant inland netting can give good results, given a
suitable site.

The land for 2 km to the south shows thc effect of gravel extraction over
nany years. Although some parts are now cultivated, and crops such as
sugar beet are grown, many parts are too low lying and danp for grazing
cattle or shecp in winter. During autumnn and early winter flocks of up to
2,000 Lapwings gather in this area. '

The habit of Curlcws, and later Lapwings, of visitiiys onc of the gravel pit
pools during the evening towards dusk was obscrved whilst notting a
hirundinc/wagtail roost during Aupust. The birds landod in shallow water
close to a 30 metre wide sandy heach vhich divided a 500 = 3% wolree channcl,
Stecp banks 5 metres high bordercd the long sides.  Two nobs, 14 wmebres wide
were scl aeross the channcl, 10 mctros into the watcr [rom ULhe beach

sce Fig 1.

As the Curlcews beforc them, Lapwings visited the arca during the cvening and
after dark. Whether to roost, bathe or drink I am not surc but thcere was
probably little food therc. They flighted in low aeross the watcer boetween
the 5 metre high banlks on cither side towards the sandy beach, cncountering
the ncis on the way.

FIG.1l. lart of Holt Sand & Gravel Pits.
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