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Nevertheless, having seen unusual numbers of adult Curlecw Sandpipci's
as far apart as Tunis and Upper 3evern in latc July and carly August,
I modestly assumed that somebedy somcwhere must have been something
similar; so far, howvever; I've drawvn a compl.ote blank; juvenile
Curlew Sandpipers ycs = thirtics and fortics in eastern iwngland in
late sugust; 60 plus on the Forth; scveral thousand in Vendec, France,
ith their arrival datce clearly notcd as thce evening of O Scptcmber;
we've cven seen (for the Upper Scverni) good numbcrs of juvenilces

in September - two on the cast bank on 9 and 11 Scptiumber, and on thc
west bank 8 on 6 Septcember (scven off which departud with rings on
thicir legs in the carly hours of 7 Seontember). But adults - no;

the only remotely promising lcad was a Marsh S3andpiper (which aftcr
2ll also comes from thc castern cnd of the wadcr spcetrum) at

Sorough Fen on 5 Auguste

S50, did anybody sec unusual numbcrs ol Sibcecrian wadcrs, cspecially
adult Curlew Sandpipers, anywherc in the western Palcarctic in latco
July or early fugust? And if so con they c¢xplain why such numbcrs
were around - is this purely a casc of weather conditions affocting
the adults as they carricd out their usual migration, or could thorc
heve been an unusually large and carly exodus from the breoding
grounds, and if so, why?.

Or is the 1975 Curlew Sandpiper invasion a Tigmént of my imaginationt
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Chris Mead

It is now c«lmost twenty yecars sincc mist-ncts werc introduccd to tho
British ringing scenc. During that timc a wide variety of
manufacturcrs, materials, meshcs and ncet sizes and heights have been
used .and it seems appropriate, as we cmerge from a very difficult
Deriod when supplies have been almost unobtainable, to run through
the types for the benefit of wader nctterse. 'These are listed in

2 roughly chronological order, ond if they are (or may be) uvailable
comments on nriccs and avellability arc addcd,. :

A) Japancse 1.5", 3-shelf, nylon ncts. The first typee. Mlimsy,
untcthervd ~(it had not been invented) but uscd by the first wader
netterse. o -

B) . - Gundry 1.5", 3-shelf, terylenc ncts. Stronger than tho
Jepanese matverial, tcthered (at least sincc cu. 1965). The material
is’lQBi/Zeply‘and such ncts arc still being mnde by Bridport-Gundry .
Some 70 arc outstanding to ringers and when (if) further nots becomn
evailable ringers with SAE's at the ringing of'fice will get to hear

of them and their prices (likcely to be rather morc than thosc on orduolr
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C) Gundry l.25", L-shclf, terylene nctse. Madce from the saine
maverial as B these proved ideal for small passcrincs but did not G
vaders at all welle Knox 1.25" ncts arc dircet equivalent.

D) Gundry 1.25", L=shclf, terylene SUPSRUINE nets. These arc
made from 75@/2—p1y matcrial ¢nd their currcnt cgyuilvalent is tho
Jonancse ncets now being imported. Some ringscors hove uscd those nels
in deylight cnd courht wedoerse
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L) . undry 37, 2-sholf, nylon acts. Only 60' cveilable.  whee
vader nots were usroduccd Tor scverdl yoors but oroved acsty if suall
waders were caught. They have been out of production for some time .
08t sensitive ringors hove probebly rolceg: ted thew lower cven thon
strawbcrry protccticile

oy Preach vader ansts. Yho situntion here is coniusing. Uhc
vetter nots had 1.7 mosh with 55 meshes »er shell. they were H-shcl
néts iith broided shelf string (Le.5 kg breaking strain) and LLO mosl
(1aterally) to the 12 i nct. Tethored top and bottoi. Illowever our i
roeent reguest, to the scuwe firm, has resulted in on inferior sanle
net with 1.5" mesh only (making less slack all round) ¢nd thinner sho
stringse. 1whe material fucls diffcrent clthougn the specificetion is
orobably the samc 210d4/2-ply. L.esc nets arce not currently being
imported aond it mey be thot the good type of french nct is gone for
¢vire On the basis of thu last quotation they would cost at least
£515,50 for & 12 m ncte

¢ ) Knox, 1l.5", 3-shclf, polycster ncts. ‘These ore the new o
which should start to be available in Jenuary. ‘The matcerial is 125/
21y polyester - helf rs strong ogoin as normal mist net material ond
cbout 90w of thoe sircngth of the drench motorial. the mesh size hos
been set a 1.5 to allow for their usc at thrusl. roostis ctc bui tlu
laterel sleck, ¢t over GO0 meshes per 18 uw noet, has boeon increascd Lo
meke rceally capacious shelves. vhelf string will be 18-9ly pnolycstor
with a brcaking strein of 32 kg - probably stronger thon the old G
vader shelf-stringe Lhis shelf-string should soon be availeble in co
ca. 100 m long at 35p. The ncets will be tetherced onc cdre vnly. Bob
12 m and 18 m nets will be availoble at £1L,50 the Tormer aud £16,50
the latter. Rather morce expensive than we had hoped but they should
really good catching nets and very long=lasting.

Wader catchers have had a lot of success with singles. ..t the moment
we are in tne process of imnorting Jcpcncse superfine L2 singles ond
loose material. Wader catchers trying to opcrate in daylight wmy fin
tuat these nets will work. Uther sorts of singlc shell nelting ney
becone aveiloble in the future whea the Gunary metericel currently in
Ireland is cleared. Since we¢ do not know what thcy hove, il any ora
for single-shcl?f oterial from Knox would slow down their delivery oil
other nets, we do not fecl justiiicd in trying to st KnoX singlcs yo
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for ¥nox ncets send in the postal ~-form or & lctter csking for whatcev
nets you went. Immediately the first of the ncets you rcequest becomes
cveilable the Ringing Gfficc will invoiecc you for them cnd, as soon &
you pay, thoey will start coming. or Jao ncts moncy should be
cnclosed with yowr orcer. If you hove Gundry nets on order they shou
¢ me cventually at no extre cost (o you - if you want to hear aboutu
further Guacry nets that mijht become availsble detcils (end prices —
which will inevitably be increased) will be sent if you heve lodged
en ooy with the Ringing Office. Freach nets do not currently seoew ic
be a good buy. Incidentally if you have wadepr shelf string on order
Knox material will be sent as soon as it comes ine.
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