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Solour-ringed RINCLD -1VLRS

R EE Palrbevt

Jhe colour-ringing of Rinzed Plovers in W singland,; described in
7sG Dulletin No.9 (September 73 ), is continuiag. Iihile this is
nainly conecerned with a behevioural and ecolosical study, sightings
21 chese birds in ovvher areas are exirenmely valuable and we are

vory nrateful for those already reported. The number of birds
rainced in the past yeer was greater than in preceding years and we
cre nopeful of more sightings. wvetails of date, locality, »ositicnn
cad coldurs of rings ond any othor relevant information should be
sent to Mike Pienkowski,(address on Page 1). Chscrvers will be
intormed of ringing detellse.
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reter Seras and llarry Green.

With few excentions, we know relatively little about British and
Irish breeding waders. wWhat 1s the exact distribution, habitat
oreference and popul~tion size of each spec.es:  Jhat are their ball,
wing and tarsus measureiments? owhere do they winter?Y ITn a eountry
tiiat hes made major international contributions to the study of
aders, wmany of these guestions remain cubarassingly unansvered.

s3w neople have studied our hreedins waders. .Xceptions are
Jetvhersole-~Thompson's (1951~l975) worlk on Grecnshanks and Dotierel

10 Scotland, Oystercatcher studies by Harris (1967) and olhcrs,

Jim wilson's unpublished prelininary study of Mebridean Ringed
slover, Lapwing, Dunlin and Oystarcatchoi, and currens worlt on
itcdshanks by Bill Hale and his collcagucs, nud on Ringedl UVlover by
mike Pilenkowski. In spite of bthese mood horinnings o conceitiod
cliort is nccded to ring, weish and mecasurc brecding adultbts bo
croovide bagic inforaation for compurison with the cscellenc data
clready collcecied from nigrant, wintering and some oversens populat oo,
It is not on easy toask since bhreeding adults canl only boe caught one
at a time, and even this reguircs patiencec. the fact that cvery
breeding adult measured is worth pernaps a hundred uncasured on
Alsration or in winter, provides some congolation. ve set out

oelow some basic catching techniques Tor use in breeding areas. uv
exnerience has been gainced, ironically cnough, in north-cast Greenl. .
but we hope it will prove of value nearer home.

Locating nesits and young

Random seurcining Tor either nests or young in suitable arcos is
segldom of any real value. 4o few way e found in this way. 4n
adult bird which is awarc of the observers' vresence will rarcly
stand anywhere ncar the noest, so a scorch in o arca whero a bied
hns vecn standing 3is an even rooter waste of timcs  tYhe most
useful gtoadara method is to walk systematically across suitablce
habitat until a bird is flushed (o bird lushed Lo a nest usually
rises wueh later than onc, lfor crample, <ceding), and then Lo rebivo
to cover, as far away as possible, anl avaltc ito rcturne Wit shy
species wilch flush casily the problem is retrcating rar cnough
o allow the bird to return but to still be within binocular rongc.
With species which sit tight, the problem is rettineg them to risc
at all, and in this case a lengtin of rope held strctched between tvo
neople and dragged systemotically ecross the ground often hHroves

& car 1s an cxcellent hide for

useful, I some ports of Pritain

coof



10
'wetehing back' waders to the ncste

ince a bird has been traced bacli to the nest through binoculars; two
_ceple arc required to locate the exact spots. One shiould train his
“pinoculars on the bird and fix its position in relation to surroundiuf;
vectation and other landmarcks. twhe bird will usually risce from

t1o nest as soon as the second person hegins to moke a nove towards
the spot (which he has fixed with his naked eye ). The oerson walking
torerds the noest must keep out of the line of si~ht of the stvatic
observer and, by the use of pre-arranged hend signals, he can be
dirceted to within one or two metres of the ncst, from wherc 1t should
bc visiblee.

_.dults do not usually perform distraction displuys until. cither near th
ent of incubation oxr after the chiclis have hetched, thecrefore this
behaviour usually means chicks are present. Lxactly the same
tecinicue should be used for locating these, but greater skill is
nceded since the static observer hos to fix several 'targets' at the
same times The chicks may be well spread out. 1hoy scatter whe

first disturbed, and then crouch in response to the adult alarm callo,
and so long as the appropriate calls continuce they remain crouched

ane 'frozen'.

Lrapging metihods at the nesy

dults may be trapped at the ncest either when they roturn to incubutco
or in the short period when the chicks are brooded in tic nest cups
Jpecial cere must be token to avoid chilling off cgps or chicks. in
somc cases 1t ey be advantageous to usce a dumny clutch (illed with
Plester of Paris. or similar ) to catch the parcnts while tie genuinc
cluteh is kept warm artificially. [he most widely used trop Lor
smaller waders is about L0 cim higii 2nd L5 cm diameter (put hcart
shiaped in ground plan) with a wall-in fuanel catrance. ‘The cntrance
should point in the dircction of the adult's normal return path to

shie nest and this should be carefully reccrded when first 'watching
Daci'e After the bird has entered always approach the trap from the
funnel sidee. An alternative is a manually opcrated drop=door trap

(i7c used onc made Ffrom Twillweld, mesh 2.5 x 1.5 cm, and about LO x LO
50 cm in size). ‘“he door, heavily weighted to ecnsure rapid closure,
is propned un with a stick attatciiecd to a long releasc cord. The

side walls should be slizhtly angled so the door does not have to Jall
to a vertical position to shut, and tho cord should not be pulled untii
the bird is well settled on the nest. Othicr workcrs have uscd
sutomatic treddle operated drop door traps. In all cases the trap
wust he watched continuously during the short period ol usce

One of the major disadvantages of cagce traps is thet some hirds arc
rcluetant to cnter and a few will not return when such a congspicuous
objecct is in the region of the nest. Clap ncts, which arc less
concypicuous, have a considerable advantage ia this respcect. We usod
to basic types. 4Yhe Tirst, which was eclastic powcred, consisted

o' two poles between which the net (150 x 150 cmg 5.5 cm wesh ) was
puspendcds. Stron: U-shaped wire, thrcated throurii holcs ot i uind
of cach wole, providcd sinple, effcetive ond casily anchored hingeo.
Jension strings were attached to the other cnds and the leading cage
oif the net strung between thewm. Whe rcar of the net was pagoed to
tihic ground. Power was provided by a short length of poweriul elastic
cttoched to one pole (a lifter, such as a stonc, was nccessary to
sive initial upward as well as forward outl ). & boent wetal ping
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attached to a long release cord cnd thwrust into the ground, held the
clasticatced pole in the set position. /e also uscd single pole clap
nets 1 X 2.h meand 2 1 2.5 m size monually operatcd by pulling hard
on the release cord. The elastic opcrated - net had the adveantage of
specd; the hand pulled one of larger size, Liven wacn operating over
o relazed incubating bird clap ncts have to move cuickly te catch

the hird. Deanage to eggzs is avoided becausc tao bird always hos tloo
to move scveral -inchos away irom the nest belore heing cought in ol
nct. Properly set and camoulflaged clap ncts causce Little dcelay in
the return of adults to the nest provided that net, poles aad cowrd do
not lie across the bird's line of approache. There was no apparent
difference between cage trap and clap net in the adult's specd of
return to the nesy after ivs release and withdrewal of the observers.
icre was no cvidence of desertions amongst the birds we cauzght in
Creciland (Ringcd Movecr, 3anderling, bDunlin, inct and Turnstone ).

Cetehing juvenilcs
Just before iledging youny waeders can be difsficult to catch sincc they
no longmer crouch when alarmed but instead rely on speced to cseape.  1Lil
such cuses, ond also when ncwly flcdged, young run somc distance
rother than flying «nd they can bhe caught by means ol a mist nct,

neld on two polcs between two people, which is leid guickly on top of
Lcm.  wven thosc whicli £ly can sometimcs be cought by judiciously
Jlicking the nct up in front of them, sincce thelr ability to monoouvr.,
i icht is poorly doeveloped.

Saloty of the bird and 1ts olifspuing

he usual comimon sensc congiderations apply when ccaling with opgs
that wmey be chillcd, prcecdated or dceserted and chicks that may chill
if they are not brooded regularly. Cetching must not be atteupted

in wet weather. speed when treap scetting and when handling the adults
is essential, A uscful tip is to delay casturinzg a bird which has
rcturned to incubate in a trean until the engs hove been warmed. In
cold weather a hat, glove or hankerchief placcd carefully over the
enes while the causht adult is cxeminced, will rcduce their ratc of
cooling. It wust be notcd that in Britain sceveral spccics of wader i
on the first scheduvle of the Protvection of Birds .ict and speeial
ocrnits are rceguirced for studics at the neste. 1he usc of snares, i
reatrained chicks to attract adults, both of which we usced in
CGreonlond, are prohibited in Britain (Scetvion 5 - (1) (o) and (e¢) of
the chove Act) ant althousl: in theory a soccial liceasc couls he
Jbtidned it is extrcacly wnlilely to bhe granted cixecpt in voery
snceial circumntonces.

Regording
. Jreat deal of information can be collected by studics at the ncst
and pnone-should be wasted throush inade¢uate record kecping. iest
“'picords should always be made (datc and time of visits, clutch size,
dctails of nest etc) and if futurc visits are possible attompts

shiould be made to determine the cxact time of laying of successive
cgegs and the length of incubation period. for some speeics 1€ may

he of valuc to weigh and measurce the egos and 1f repcat visits are
likely each egg can be identified by o pencilled number. .igisslose
woicht during incubation and dircet rccords of the rate and amount

o' loss arc fow. This is esscntial information for studics of
volotionships between fewmale weight and cpo weights shape and voliuine,
These way well show intoresting didforences between opccics, races cnd
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in daifferent parts of thie world. ‘lnerc arc i'cw accurate data on
wader chick ~orowth rates and running ciiicks should bc weighcd and
wcasured - especially rctrens of inowil agce. osome Tledging periods
are not accurately lnown. DBesidos collecting the usual measurements
zdults should be checked for brood patches, bhoth wing and body moult,
verhaps nhotosraphed and of coursce rinfed. -

o avold proulonged disturbancc, chilling or other damage it is obviuu:
thet cuick careful work is recguircd. oo mucn informa tion become
cveilable at short notice thet anyonce underteking detailed obUdy ol
brecding waders should plen their recording systcein with care, and heve
£11 the nccessary tools (pliers, calipers, balences cte) reedy for
instant use. In the rush at thc ncst it is very casy to forget to
record some items. In Grecinland we usced pre-printed rccord cards
(150 x 100 mm) which werc very satisfrctory as they collected all the
cata rolating to one ncst invo one placce and also provided mciory,
cucs in the field. Pull details of tne systen will be given in the
report of The Joint #iological wxpedition to north-east Greunland
197k, which will Dbe available in 1976,

.L{CJ. CICNCeS

Greens; Ge.He and Greenwood, J.J.D. c¢ds (1976 - in urcpj). Report of

Joint Diological uxppdluion to north-cact Crcenland 1970,
torris, Mels (1967). The Biology of Oystcrceatchors 1L (MUhQﬂUu ostio Lo
on skokholin Island, . Walcs. This 109 ¢ 160-19
rlethersole~rhomason, De. élﬂ)li i

dhe Grocnshiniuc. Collins, 1J01ulruln
foshersole~Thompson, Da. (1973). IThe Dotlorel. Colling, Londone.

AUPORL OF WADLR SAUDILS TN MORGCCC 1972
The lOﬂ”-&Wuled joint reooru of the University of Lest Anglia
:Aocdlulon to Terfaya P¢ov1uce, Morocco 1972 and thce Caembridcecc Sidi

oussa Qa@OlelOﬁ 1972 is now at the printers. sntitled igtudies on
coaotal birds and wetlands in Horocco 1972, it should be aveilable
by the time this bulletin is circulatcd.

ihe report of 100 pages falls into four wain scotionn, the Cilest
bricfly dcecscribing the wtlantic coast cnd activitics of the cupeditio
with descriptions of the wmain sites for waders, those i the remote
south -- Oucea Chebuika and Pucrto Consado — buing discusscd in some
aeteil. Thesce are followed, in the scecond part, by o systomadic

list of birds obscrved, particular eticntion boeing oilven Lo lardoya
rrovince, <o oreviously ncglcetoed arca, awid to the autwio migration

of Palaearctic spcecios. Lldso jneludoed in thia section owe moboo orz
the identilication of some fairly commen spoeeics, not fully trcated Dy
ficld guidese. This, as other seciions, is illustrated by {figures andl
Jhotosrashs.

The third and largest scetion is devoted initially to reports and
discussion of counts of waders alongz the ..tlantic coast of Morocco
and subsecgucitly to an enalysis of results from catching. Moulting
patterns and weipght chenges are discussed for cach spccics as well 7o
seozraphical origins and migrations. The final, short section is
devated wmainly to organisational information and includes a list ol
oublications, and detailed enalyses in progress, roosulting from thoso
srpeditions and The carlier Ulia Lopedition in Morocco 1971,

Copics of the report arc aveileble, price $L.00, irom Mike sicnkowshi
(evidress on page 1)
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