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GOReIP, D KEoPING Catlss by Tan Dainbiridge

Thie increased success in recent years of catehinge such waders as
Curlew and Godwits, both in mist nets, and in larzer numbers in
cammon nets, has focused attention on the problem of lcg cramp
vwitich can occur in these birds.

The reason for cramp is unknown, although it seews lilkely to be causc
b7 the confinement of tlle birds in a space too small or too low to
allow them to stand upright - such as a large bird bag, sack, or cven
« standard sized cainnon net keeping cage. Obvlouclj if the birds are
C“unnt by mist netting on saltings, a sack has to be used to
transoort the birds back to the base, but the use of hipgh kecping
cages cainl solve the oroblems of keeping thewm for lTonger periods, as
ig necessary with larger catches.
Mhis newly designed kecpine care, which has beein in opcration on thie
Laisie thios autumn, appears to eliminate or atl least preatly lesscn Luo
pivblems ol cramp in long-legued waders. LU is made from o standard
hops dck (7”“ x 56"), slit lengthways to give a piece of naterial
4Lt x « The ends are sewn together to form a circle of waterial
6 11gh. This forms the rectangle of the keeping cage - sides
06", ends 20", 4 12" cut is made down to the nid point of eacli cid
of the cage and the top 12" of cach side is then Tolded over, as
shovn in Pig.l. This forms tiic roof, which is stitched down at thc
sides, and in the middle if necessarys to give either one or two
slit entrances of the standard keeping cage type (Fige2). The cagu
is held up by four 50" poles, one at each corner, which may need to
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I oreflerred one or two icPtltIOdu may he
although for Curlew this is thousht to be UMJQCLSLUTV as
Cicht. Up to 25 can be hcl safely in a keeping cagces

cwil into the. cage,
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LalC Iudcr study (roug A.G.1. 1t was rccomacndcod that anyone likely

T

to cateh Curlew in ahv numbers should be proonerly ecuipped with these
Highern cares, in order to avoid thc cremp problcus thoat have causcd
concern to Curlew PlD‘OP” for so longe. :

S0 T8I0 RINGb o
submitted to the Ringing Jliicc a photogranh
af & Dritish ringed Turnstone in which the ring, although of the
correet size and correctly Ifitted, had ceusecd a signiticant navrowing
ol the bird's tarsus. He suggested that this had come about as a
reovlt off mud caking herd on the inside of the ring, therceby reducing
ive diameter. Wot long afterwards nembers oi the WIiRG caught a
sSrion ringed Dunlin and reported Yinside the ring was packed with
ot appeared to be hard dried mud and the ring would not move at all.
+ the ring was removed the leg was Tound to be deeply indented.'

TREP
Serlton

cently a German ringer
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csumably this is a 0 ublem wnlcu is of rarc occurrcnce, but it would
el appreciated.if all oUCh cases could be reporte . to Bob spencer

oiie Ringing Ofdce. -

SCRY maPLD L LT ON
ihere are St411 vlaces available for wadcr ringers who wish to go on
tic crpedition to the Lyngen Peninsula, just north ol i'romso in
worthwest Worway, as announced in the last bullcectine. Uhe cxpedition
Tue to laave on 6 July 1976 and will rcturn in two croups in corly
Tf anyone is intercsted would Ghes p1du.c cont..ct

;rrlu LOang, 1 Reccercation Road, Colchester, LssCie

2wo schemes will be operating during this winter and spring. They
ceve boen designed so.as not to clashs -

Dulis A study of roosting and feeding grounds is being made as part of
the Vee Barrage Jeasibility Study. Dyeing of the principal spccics of

radacrs will be carricd out during the wintor.
.+ vlumbers of uﬂdOPllﬂ&l et and Curlcew Jandoipers will
helore they leeve idor

ved in the latc winter/carly u')rum
ﬁrouuus, by the Westerii Canc Wader S budy Group.

Drocding

sould all sightings of birds away irom ringing arcas be reported to
rony srater at the 3B.7.0. including details on wherc and when secn,
3oecles and which colour (s) viere 1nvolvcd. He will pass on the
recorids to the appropriatce persons. S'or local sipgntings plcase send
etells to Deest— e Buxton, Dece & Clwyd River LHuthority,

Clhicster and for south Africa:— Dr. il. Sunmers, reicy Mltapatrick
Lustitute, University of Cape Wown, Rondebosch 7700, South wiricas
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