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Tl•o increased success in rece:tt years of catching sucl•_ waders as 
Curlew and Codwits, both in mist nets• and in ta'ñ".zcr •aumbers in 
cam•on nets• has focused attention on the problem of l. er; cramp 
v•'•ich can occur in these birds. 

The reason for cramp is unlu•own: although it seems libely to be causu 
b[!• the confii•ement of the birds in a s..3ace too s•all or too low to 

._ - o..• bird bag• sack• or even a•tow them to stand upright such as a larvae 
•. standard sized ca, men net kee.,pii•g cage. Obvzous!y if the birds are 
caught by mist netting on saltings• a sack has to be used to 
trans.)ort the birds back to the b•se, But the use of hi[fh Leoping 
ca•'es ca• solve the oroblems of ]•eping them _i'o•' ].onge• ,pc •' as 

:;.•.',;olem,• of cramp in long-lcr,',,'od waders It is made froin a 
hopsack (72:: :: 56:'), slit longtl•ways to give a picc(• of :,tutorial 
1•" :: 36;'. The ends are sewn 'together to form a circle of material 
3'6 •' higj• This fernis the rectangle of the keeping • ff• ca,-,• - sides 
•_•.o' • ends 2[!-': •, 12:: cut is made dovrn to the mid •oint of each end 
of •he cage m'ld the top 12 •' of each side is then folded over• as 
sho':.•n in Zig,1. This forms ti•e roof• which is stitched dova• at the 
sides, sd•d ill the middle if neccssary, to •ive either one or two 
s!J.t entrances of the standard keepin• cage tyz•e (•ig•2). The 
is held u'p by four 50 •' poles• •:ne at each cornor• which may need to 
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,•,•_[though for Curlew this is thou,,l]•t 'to be •:eccs•i•,•ry as .-•ne'j do not 
;]_o• Up 'go 25 can ]•c l'l•ld safc•y i• a kcepiRs 

•hc: ,Vader •-tud3 • 0•-roup A.G•N. it was rocommenaod tha{ •ygne likely 
catch Curlew in .•v •lumbcPs sl•ould be prope'rl? eo•ipped with these 

•,,_t•.eP cases• in OF•eP tO avoid th(3 cP•?mp• .•?robloms th'.•t have caused 

, 

•a•C•• a German riRgeP submitted to the Ringina• office a 
iu•nstone in ¾,•hich the ri•[• altNo•gl• of the a 3ritish ringed" •- ' ' 

{'•oi, poot size a:•d COPPOc'tl• i'itted• had c•uso6 a sisill'leant narrowing 

Posv. lt of mud oakins hard On tile inside of the PiRIj• thereby ruducins 
{liamotor. l{ot long afterwards h•omt}ors of t]•} '•Ji,•RG oaus]•t a 

,•cF•,'•an ringed D•lin a•d reported •inside tl•o rinfl was 
'.a•_.t appeared to be hard dried mud and tt•c tins vzould not move at all. 
.,/•,o.,, the rii%:l was removed the lo S was fom•d to be deeply indented. • 

,. , 

z•rosumably this is a problem whicl• is of rare occurroncc• but it would 
•,.•'ok appreciated.-if all such cases could be Pepotto, to ]3ob Spencer 

? 
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there are st.kll .,•21•,ces available re',.' wader r. inlers who v•i•3]• to [•o on 
cxpeditilon to the L•gen Peninsula• just •ortl• of 

_•or't}•',vest •.{o:rway• as a'•no•cod in the last ]}ullctin. '•Jl•e oxp•d_•tion 
d•e to leave on 6 July 19•6 and will re•urn in two 

mid •_ug•st. If •yono is interested wou10_ '•1•.o'/ pl.c•a',(•: cont,,c• 
•:.Pis Leones • 1 •ocPoation Noad• Colcheot{}P• .•s 
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2we schemes will be operating-; during,} this v•intcr aid soPin S. They 
._d.vc b,cen desisi•ed so.as not to 

_D3L' •. study of roostins and feeding' otu•ds is being made as part of 
t•o Dee BaPra•, • •,eao•bility ,•udy DXCll%,?• of the • principal species of 
..... .•.,-o• will be carried out durins' the 

•.,.•.•I_•iI. C2• .. Numbers or SandePlii•S• 13•ot a•nd CuP!e,,v S•d,jipers will 
dyed ir• the late win'her/carly 

.Jr, ulcL all sightings of birds away from ri•ffi•/,' areas ]•s rc.L, ox, ted to 
Prater at the B.T.0o includinS details on wl•erc ai•d widen scon• 

s.pocios and which colour (s) were involved. li(.) will 
ß •'•cor','s to the appropriate 'persons 2c, P local sil,;•inss please send 
•'ict•,ils to Dee:- N. Buxton• Doe .'d Clv/yd •' •" ' -"" '• 2 Vicars Lanc• 

ocr and fop '•ou-bh •.fPica: Or. • S•-,-', "'• 

!;•.;-titute• University o•' Cape l'own• ilo;•do':•osci• Z-/00• South •.frica. 
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