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known to do this is Steatornis caripensis. Although the ratio of C. maxima is less
than that of S. caripensis, Table 1 suggests that the larger torus of C. maxima com-
pared to other Apodiformes may be related to its use in echolocation. The number of
specimens measured, however, is too small to prove the relationship definitely. More
measurements of more brains and of other auditory and visual nuclei are needed.
This investigation has been aided by grants from the Foundation Fund for Psychia-
try and the National Institute of Neurological Disease and Blindness (Grant 03429-02).
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Peregrine Falcon and Purple Gallinule of late Pleistocene age in the Sudan-
ese Aswan Reservoir area.—A recent report on the prehistoric archaeology in the
Aswan Reservoir area in Egyptian and Sudanese Nubia by F. Wendorf, J. L. Shiner,
and A. E. Marks (The Prehistory of Nubia, Southern Methodist University Press,
Dallas, Texas, 1964) indicates a sequence of sites from early Palaeolithic to Neolithic
times. The few avian bones recovered were set aside by Professor A. Gautier of the
Geological Institute, Ghent, Belgium, and were later sent to me by J. L. Shiner, to
whom I owe my thanks.

Only two elements could be identified. The distal part of a right humerus is that
of a Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) from a Sebilian Mesolithic site with a C*
date of 9,000 B.C. The Peregrine Falcon is common in this area today.

The second specimen is a nearly complete right carpometacarpus of the Purple Gal-
linule (Porphyrio porphyrio) from a late Palaeolithic site buried in early Nile silts.
The C* test gives the bone a date of 25,000-30,000 B.C. This specimen represents the
first fossil record for the species, as well as its first occurrence in the Nubian region,
where the Green-backed Gallinule (Porphyrio madagascariensis) and Allen’s Gallinule
(Porphyrula alleni) occur along the Nile Valley today. The Purple Gallinule inhabits
swamps with extensive reed beds and dense growths of water lilies, a habitat probably
rather common in the Sudanese Nile Valley during late Palaeolithic time—FEirtax
TcrerNov, Department of Zoology, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel.




