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NOTES ON THE LONGEVITY OF CAPTIVE BIRDS 

BY KEN STOTT, JR. 

BECAUSE the controlling factors are manifold in each case, longevity 
records of wild birds seldom indicate the length of life a physiologically 
'normal' bird may attain if the conditions to which it is exposed are 
relatively ideal throughout its life. Disease, meteorological condi- 
tions, food shortages, the types of food obtained, predation and many 
other influences may all play a part in appreciably shortening its 
potential life span. 

However, birds maintained under captive conditions are not ex- 
posed to predators, nor are they, theoretically at least, subjected to 
vicissitudes of weather and food supply. Hence, longevity records of 
captive birds may often be more indicative of the potential length of 
life of a species than are records of unconfined and unprotected birds. 

The following data, gleaned from the files of the Zoological Gardens 
of San Diego, California, serve to supplement past compilations of a 
similar nature. Each record represents a specimen still living in the 
collection. However, the list is not to be considered a complete one, 
for in a collection which has included thousands of birds over a period 
of nearly thirty years, it has been more often than not impossible to 
account for individual specimens, particularly in such species as 
reproduce readily and prolifically in captivity. Furthermore, speci- 
men records were poorly and sporadically kept during the early days 
of the zoo's existence. 

The following list has been divided into sections, each consisting of 
those birds now in the collection received by the zoo during a given 
year. When more than one extant specimen of a species was acquired 
during the same year, the number of surviving examples follows the 
name. If no number is given, the name of each species represents a 
single bird. The list is comprised of specimens received from 1924 to 
1940 inclusive. Since I submitted the present manuscript, two of 
the birds listed under date of 1927 have died as noted below. Date 

of final record, herewith, is May 25, 1948. 

1924 

KJNo V*3%•, Sar½oramphus papa 
B&•l•t,•tm E&OL•, Terathoplus ecaudatus 

1925 

Balma• Ow•, Strix •aria helveola 

1926 

D•sa:x• HOR. N•D OWL, Bubo virginianus saturatus 
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1927 

(•AP]• (•ROWNI•D (•RAN]•, Balearic• pavonina reg•orum 
•v, •hetos jubatu• 
L•a•a's Coc•oo, KakaWe •bea• 
B•-a• Coc•oo, Kakatoe s. sanguinea (2) 
S• Bo•, Ptilinorhy•h• v. •o•ceus 
Pm•a Caow, G•norhina t. ti• • 

1929 

A•a• Co•o•, V•tur gryphus 
•cm•, Milvago chim•hi• 
Fzsm•o O•, Ketupa k. ketupa 

1930 

•'s OYs•a-cA•a, H•aW•s ostr•egus fraza• 
SxL• G•L, Larus n•ae-ho• (2) 
8L•ND•R-BILL•D COC•TOO, KakaWe •uirostris 

1932 

Ms•ov S•o•, Leptopt•los crum•if•us 
Goun• EAou•, Aqui• chrys•tos can•sis 
BLV•-CROWN•D CON•, Aratinga •ut•a•a• •mo•hous 
S•o• P•oT, Poicephalus s•eg•us 

1933 

B•Ln E•oL•, Halia•tus •ucocephal• (2) 
G•AT BLACK COC•TOO, Probosciger a•rrimus 
J•nAY• Co•, Aratinga ja•aya 
BLACK-H•AD•D CAIQU•, Pioni•s me•nocep•la 
FXSHX•a 0•, Ketupa k. 

1934 

Wa•-vx• G•o•v Ires, Pleg•is g•rau• 
A•aA• Cocoa, V•tur gryphus 
S•owv 0•, Nyct• sca•a 

1935 

Co•o• E•, Dr• n. ho• n. ho•e (2) 
A•o•'s Ca•, Polybo•s cheriway a•ubonli 
East •mca• Caow• C•a, Balea•a pavoni• gibb•ceps (2) 
C•S•D S•, Calma cris• (2) 
Boo•oox 0•, Ninox n•esee•iae boobook (2) 

1936 

Noa• •m• OSTmCH, Stythio camel• •mel• 
•OMMON •A•OWARY, Ca$•ri•$ 
Co•o• E•, Dr•dus n. ho•e n. ho•a•iae 
C•TaD Sc•A•a, C•una 
G•aaos HA•, Bu•o ga•pagomsis (2) 

Died in February, 1948, after 20 years and 9 months in the zoo. 
Died in July, 1947, after 20 years and 2 months in the zoo. 
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Im>l^• VvL•rum•, Pseudogyps bengalensis 
GRa^•r Bi•xc•: Coc•oo, Probosciger a•rrimus 
Cx•o•-c•s•an Coc•Ioo, Kakatoe sulphurea citrino-cris• 
LaAnnaA•aa's Coc•oo, Kakatoe •beateri 
Mo•uccA Coc•oo, Kakatoe mol•cen•s 
CL•K'S NU•CRAC•R, N•{fraga columbiana 

1937 

A•mcx• WmI• P•xcx•, Pdecanus erythrorh•chos 
Wmr• Sro•, C•onia c. dconia (2) 
Ba•s• T•a•Y, Alectura lathami 
Ga•x•xoos •c•, Geos•za sp. 

1938 

•vmx• P•rxcx•, Pe•anus occidentIls thagus (3) 
•a• Bx•, Frega• m. magnificens 
Box•mrr, Co&•arius cochlearius (2) 
C•sI•n Sc•x•R, Chauna torquata 
•x•rrx• Goose, CMoephaga •c• (2) 
Kx• V•I•, Sarcoramphus papa 
Gorn• Ex•r•, Aquila chrys•tos carensis (2) 
Gm•o• V•u•, Gyps f. fulvus (2) 
SovI• C•cx•x, Polyborus plancus (2) 
Dus• Gurr, Larus fuliginosus (2) 
G•x•x•os Do•, Nesopelia g. ga•pago•sis 
Y•r•ow-mrr•n Do•, Columbigallina cruziana 
Wm•-•n Co•, Pyrrhura leucotls 
0•-• Pm•, Brotogeris pyrrhopterus 
Tom Pxm•I, Brotogeris jugularis 
S•x•n Owr, Pulsatrix p. pers•cigata 
Y•rLow-wx• Ho•Y C•, Cyanerpes cyaneus 
0• W•x•, Pyrome• franciscana 
•n-mrr•n W•x•, Qudea quelea 
•sa T•o•x•, Tru•lis militaris 
Po• C•xr, Paroaria d•inica• (2) 
B•z•r•x• C•x•xr, Paroaria cucullam 
Hm•s's S•n•x•, Spermophila auri• (2) 

1939 

Tm• Bx•, Tigrisoma lineatum 
W•rn •uscov•, Cairina moschata (3) 
Txw• Hx•, Heteros•zias mer•ionalis 
Scrx•'s C•ssow, Crax fascio•ta sclateri (2) 
Pxr•x•n GuxN, Penelope •lea• 
Pxx•n Qux•r, Exc•f•toria chinends 
S•us C•, Grus a. antigone 
R•n Raxr, Latetabus rubra 
•cm Do•, Columbi• •cui 
B•ow•-•oxI•n Co•u•, Aratinga pertinax aeruginosus (2) 
V•zv• Px•o•r•, Forpus pass•inus (2) 
R•-v•n Px•o•, Pionus menstruus (2) 
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Fx•5c•'5 A•s_t•zo•q, Amazonafinschi 
$•ow¾ Ow•, Nyct• sca•a 
L•sso•'s Mo•o•, Momotus m•o• lessonii 
C•S•D C•cx•v•, Ostinops d•u•nus 
S•R-BL• TANA•R, Thrau•s cana (2) 
Y•LLOW-R•D TANAG•R, Ramphocelus ic•ronotus 
MAgOO• T•Aaag, Ramphocd• carbo (2) 
V•Z•LAN C•x•, R•hmo•ena pho•ea 

1940 

S•aL•-WAT• CASSOW•Y. Ca•arius u. unappe•tus 
M•X•AN •LXCAN, P•canus OhOtroilus 
BLAb-BAteD HBRON, Ardeo• speciosa 
G•A•g •JUTANT• Lgptoptilos d•us (2) 
B•HMX•Y •, Hd•tur i•us interm•ius (3) 
CRow•a• EACL•, Stephano•t• coronatus 
PO•I•HBRRY V•T•, Safcogyps cal•s 
G•a• •AVOWL, P•o mutic• (3) 
•AN•AN •, Gr• japone.is 
S•g-•APa• C•, Grus •o (2) 
DaMOXSaLLa C•, Anthrop•es •rgo (4) 
L• •, Ra•us philippen•s (2) 
JAVA• P• SW•Ha•, Porphyrio poliocephalus i• (4) 
NXCOB• •GaON, Cdoenas n. nicobarica (4) 
VX•O•A CRow• Pxc•oN, Goura •tor• (2) 
CxTRoN-•S• Coc•Too, Kakatoe sulphur• citr•no-cris• (2) 
U•LLA-•S• COC•Too, Kak•oe • (2) 
•RXN• PA•T, •sit•cula eu•trla ni•s 
MOUSTACHED P•T, Psit•u• a•xa•ri fasci• 
BLY•'S HO•L, Aceros plicatus subru•o•is 
ASHY-•OW• •-L•, Eremop•rix grisea 
FOgMO• BL• •, Uroc•sa 
BLA• GORG•D JAY-•RUSH, Gar•x p•ralis 
•AYAN F•Y BL•B•, [re• 
WHX• M•, •ucopsar rothsch•i (2) 
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