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SPECIMENS OF THE PHILIPPINE MONKEY-EATING 

EAGLE (PITHECOPHAGA JEFFERYI). 

BY M. E. MCLELLAN DAVIDSON. 

TaaouGH a transfer of natural history specimens from the 
Memorial Museum, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, California, 
to the Museum of the California Academy of Sciences, the latter 
institution has come into possession of a fine example of the rare 
Philippine Monkey-eating Eagle (Pithecophaga jefferyi). This 
specimen (now C. A. S. No. 34592) was taken by Judge Borromeo 
at Mainit Lake, Surigao, Mindanao, P. I., in November, 1921. 
The captor presented the bird to Major A. L. P. Johnson, who, in 
his turn, gave it to the Memorial Museum. The bird is an adult 
in rather worn plumage. 

This specimen yields the following measurements (in milli- 
meters): 

Bill: 

Chord of culmen from cere ......................... 69.0 

Chord of eulmen including cere ..................... 80.0 
Depth at base .................................... 51.0 
Width at base .................................... 17.5 

Wing .............................................. 608.0 
Tail ............................................... 432.0 

Tarsus ............................................. 135.0 
Middle toe with claw ................................ 97.5 
Inner toe with claw ................................. 94.0 

Outer toe with claw ................................. 72.0 
Hind toe with claw .................................. 81.0 

Longest occipital feather ............................. 97.0 
The wing formula is: 1< 2< 3< 4< 5 >6 

Pithecophaga jefferyi was originally described by Ogilvie-Grant 
from a specimen obtained for John Whitehead on the island of 
Samar, Philippine Islands. Since the appearance of this descrip- 
tion, the existence of twelve museum representatives of the 
Monkey-eating Eagle has been recorded in scientific journals. The 
locations of these specimens are: 

British Museum (Natural History), London, England. 
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1. Type. Male; Samar, Phih'ppine Islands; sometime between May 
and July 25, 1896; collected for John Whitehead. Study skin. 

2. Female; captured in Sandag, Sarigas, Mindanao, P. I.; early in 1909, 
died in London Zoological Gardens on February 11, 1910; collected for 
Father Llanos. Mounted. 

U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. 

3. Male; near Davao, Mindanao, P. I., September 3, 1904; collected by 
Fletcher L. Keller. Study skin (No. 192,382). 

Public Library, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
4. In Menage Collection. Mounted. 

Philippine Bureau of Science, Manila, Philippine Islands. 
5. Male; Albay Province, Luzon, P. I.; exchange (? from museum of the 

Jesuit Fathers, Manila). Mounted. 
6. Agns River, Rizal, Luzon, P. I.; May 11, 1907; collected by H. M. 

Ickis. Head, wing, and foot. 
7. Female; Mount Ballong, near Imugan, Nueva Vizcaya Province, 

Luzon, P. I.; January, 1917; collected for Gov. E. A. Eckmann and Gov. 
Leo J. Grove; died in Manila Botanic Garden in March, 1918. Study 
skin (No. 7748) and skeleton. 

8. Died in Manila Botanic Garden in November, 1918. Study skin. 

University of Santo Tomas, Manila, P. I. 
9. Mindanao, P.I. Mounted. 
10. Samar, P.I. Mounted. 

Museum of the Jesuit Fathers, Manila, P. I. 
11. Mounted. 

Norwich Museum, Norwich, England. 
12. Mounted. 

Museum of the California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, 
California. 

13. Mainit Lake, Surigao, Mindanao, P. I.; November, 1921; conected 
by Judge Borromeo. Study skin (No. 34592). 

In addition to these specimens, several others have been recorded. 
1. Kolambugan, Mindanao, P. I.; died in Manila, P. I., in January, 

1920; collected by Pedro Pulgado. Mounted. 
2. Live individual from Southern Islands, Philippine Is., exhibited at 

Phihppine Carnival, Manila, P. I., in 1920. Destroyed by fire. 
3. In 1920 a mounted example was exhibited in'a store on the Escolta, 

Manila, P. I. 
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4. Mount Maquiling, P. I.; September 22, 1920; taken by Pedro .Gibas. 
A claw and the tail preserved. 

5. Camp KeithIcy, Lake Lanao, Mindanao, P. I.; 71906; captured by 
Moros. Study skin. 

6. Male; Camp Keithicy, Lake Lanao, Mindanao, P. I.; September 27, 
1906; collector for Joseph Clemens. Study skin. 

7. Purchased in Manila by M. Hachisuka. Taken in Davao, Mindanao, 
P.I. 

8. Catalnan, ten kilometres west of Davao, Mindanao, P. I.; about 
March, 1928; taken by Mr. Kojima. Mounted. 

9. Three mounted specimens in the Japanese Hotel in Davao, Minda- 
nao, P.I. (On the authority of Mr. Wallace Adams, Chief Fish and Game 
Administration, Manila, Philippine Islands). 

10. I mounted specimen in the possession of Mr. Kojima, Davao, Minda- 
nao, P. L (On the authority of Mr. Adams). 

References to Pithecophaga jefferyi are to be found in the works 
listed below: 

ANONYMOUS. 

The Bird-Collections of the British Museurn. Ibis, 1899, pp. 161-163 
(p. 162). 

CLEMENS, JOSEPH. 
Notes from the Philippines. Condor, IX, 1907, pp. 92-93, 1 text figure. 

FINN, fRANK. 
Aviculture at the Zoo. Avicultural Magazine, VII (n. s.), 1908-9, p. 

358. 

HACHISUKA, MASAUJI. 
Birds of the Philippine Islands, pt. i, 1931, pp. 1-168, 24 pls., text 

figs. (pp. 59, 63, 83). 
Notes sur les Oiseaux des Philippines, VII.--L'Aigle des Singes (Pitheco- 

phaga jefferyi). L'Oiseau et la Rev. Franc. d'Orn., II, 1932, pp. 97- 
99, I pl. 

MEA2NS, EDGAR A. 
Note on a Specimen of Pithecophaga jefferyi Ogfivie-Grant. Proc. 

Biol. Soc. Wash., XVIII, 1905, pp. 76-77. 
McGREGOR, RICHARD C. 

Birds of Calayan and Fuga, Babuyan Group. Bull. Philip. Mus., No. 
4, 1904, pp. 1-34, 5 pls. (p. 15). 

Notes on Specimens of the Monkey-eating Eagle (Pithecophaga jefferyi 
Grant) from Mindanao and Luzon. Philip. Jour. Sci., II, 1907, p. 
297. 

Manual of Philippine Birds, 1909, pp. x, 1-769 (pp. 226-227). 
Birds in their Economic Relation to Man. [Philip.] Bur. Sci. press 

Bull. No. 32, revised, 1915, pp. 1-14, 12 text figs. (p. 15; t. f. 3). 
New or Noteworthy Philippine Birds, II. Philip. Journ. Sci., XIII, 
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Sec. D, 1918, pp. 1-18, 3 pls., 10 text figs. (pp. 14-16; pl. 3, figs. 1-2; 
text fig. 8). 

Some Features of the Philippine Ornis. Philip. Jour. Sci., XVI, 1920, 
pp. 361-437, 35 pls. (pp. 398-399; pL 21, fig. 4). 

New or Noteworthy Philippine Birds, IV. Philip. Journ. Sci., X/X, 
1921, pp. 691-703, 4 pls., 3 text figs. (pp. 696-699; fig. 2). 

In Dickerson, Roy E0 Distribution of Life in the Philippines. [Phih'p.] 
Bur. Set. Monogr., 21, 1928, pp. 1-322, 42 pls., 64 text figs. (p. 177; 
text fig. 32). 

McGREGOR, R•CHARI) C. AND WORCES•R, DEAN C. 
A Hand-List of the Birds of the Philippine Islands, 1906, pp. 1-123 (p. 

42). 
McGREGOR, R•CH•RD C. AND M•,RSH•rz., E•IZABE?H J. 

Philippine Birds, 2nd edition, 1927, pp. 1-138, 6 pls., 26 text figs. (pp. 
39-43, 130, and text fig.). 

OGILVIE-GRANT, W. R. 
[Specimens of birds from the island of Samar]. Brit. Orn. Club, 

1896-97, pp. xvi-xviii, December 30, 1896 (p. xvii). 
On the Birds of the Philippine Islands.--Part IX. The Islands of Samar 

and Leite. Ibis, 1897, pp. 209-250, 2 p]s., 4 text figs. (pp. 214-220; 
pl. v; 4 text figs.). 

[Specimens of birds from the island of Sanmr]. Ibis, 1897, pp. 253-255 
(pp. 253-254). 

SETH-•MITH, D. 
On the Monkey-eating Eagle of the Philippines (Pithecophaga jefferyi). 

Ibis, 1910, pp. 285-290, pl. iv, text fig. 4. 
[Letter]. Ibis, 1910, pp. 758-759. 

SHARPE, R. BOWDLER. 
Hand-L/st of the Genera and Species of Birds, I, 1899, pp. xxi, 1-303 

(p. 265). 
Birds, in History of the Collections contained in the Natural History 

Departments of the British Museum, II, 1906, pp. 1-782 (p. 509). 
SHUFELET, R. W. 

Osteological and other notes on the Monkey-eating Eagle of the Philip- 
pines, Pithecophage jefferyi Grant. Philip. Journ. Sci., XV, 1919, 
pp. 31-58, 11 pls. 

A Mounted Specimen of the Monkey-eating Eagle (Pithecophaga 
jefferyi) of the Philippines. Philip. Journ. Sci., XX, 1922, p. 343, I 

SwAN•, H. Kmr• 
Synopsis of the Accipitres, 1920, pp. vi, 1-164 (p. 79); 2nd edition, 1922, 

pp. viii, 1-233, lit (p. 105). 
SWANN, H. KIRKE AND WETMORE, ALEXANDER. 

Monograph of the Birds of Prey, pt. viii, 1930, p. 486. 
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WHITEHEAD• JOHN. 
Field-notes on Birds collected in the Philippine Islands in 1893-6. 

Ibis, 1599, pp. $1-111 (pp. $6, 90-92). 
WORCESTER• ]•EAN C. 

Contribution to Philippine Ornithology. Part II. Proc. U.S. Nat. 
Mus., X•, 1595, pp. 56?-625 (p. 592). 

WORCESTER, DEAN C. AND BOURNS, i½RANK S. 
Contribution to Philippine Ornithology. Part I. Proc. U.S. Nat. 
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California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco. 


