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WOTES FRO TEE EDITOR

The response to the questionnaire onclosed in the August issuc
has bocn most gratifying. Nearly fifty replies have been received to
date, and cach mail brings an additional responsc or two, Thosc mem-
bers who have not yet had the opportunity to prepare their form are
urged to,do so as,soon as pPossibles

The questionnaires arc proving of valuc in two ways. First, they
provide a wealth of information about the members of EBBA thomselves
which will be of invalueble assistance to your Iditor, Second, the
.specific comments directed toward ER3A NEWS will .aid in plenning
future igsucs, To cach member who hag submittcd his questionnaire,
the Editor scnds porsonal and hecartfelt thanksd Incidenta}ly,
various facts glcaned from an analysis of thesc questionnaircs wili_l.
provide intcresting matorial for usc in LEBA WETS, so actually, this

project will scrve a dual role,
L] % *® *

Mre Harry T, Davis of the Horth Carolina State Museum at Raleigh
suzgests that it might be interesting to publish in the NEUS a
surmary of the banding of young colonial birds along the cast coast
cach ycar, The Iditor agrees, and he requests that ea?h monber who
hag done any colonial banding this past season drop him a post{:tl,
listing the following? location (state and county), date, species,
number of youngz banded, and estimatcd size of colonys Try to get this
card off by September 30 at latest. Also, don't forget that schedules
for such birds werc due in the banding office Scptamber 1. Have you
sent yours in yet? * * * *

Data for the Robin symposium, announced last issue and scheduled
for the Novcmber issue, should bc scnt to the Editor's wifes It is
hoped that material for this purposc will ovc in her ha.ndfs by Oc.i.;ober
15 at the latest. Even if you think that your data on tl.us.specles is
inconsequential, pleasc send it in, cspceially since this is a spoci;os
waich is not banded in the large numbers charactorist?c of the Junco
and White~throated sparrow fcatured in carlicr symposlae

Reforence to tho White-throated Sparrow symposium (diarch 1950)
and tho Junco symposium (iiay~Junc 1951), will givc many mombers an
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idea of thc typc of information which is needed. For the benefit of
newer membors, we shall summarzie the types of data wanteds

1) Recoveries, giving exact locations »of banding and recovery,
exact dates, and any other data available,

2) Returns and repeats at banding station,
30 Weights and measurements, and age and sex deotermination data,
4) Infestation with parasites; illncsses and other defects,

5) Types of traps used; bait preferred; locationg of traps;
bchavior at traps,

In other words, practically anything pertaining to this specics
should be worked up and sent in, The more completc the information
received, the better will be the resulting summary, Remembor this is
& cooperative project, the success of which deponds on cach banddr)

: *” * % * .

lMaterial for use in EBBA NEWS has been coming in a little more
rapidly of late, and it is expccted that with tho October issuc we
shall be ablc to add another shcot of four pages to ecach issuc, Howw
ever, the continuance of this policy will depend on your rogular
contributions, It is likely that the innermost shcet will be done by
a process othor than straight mimeographing so that it will pormit
the reproduction of trap plans to illustrate the serics on traps
which we promised in the JAugust nunber,
* * * *

WHAT IS THE SMALLEST RELATIVE SIZE OF AN INFERTILE EGG?

On a banding expedition with Jamos Stanley Quickmire of the South
Jerscy Audubon Center ncar Cepe liay Court Housc, New Jersey, I wes
taken by cenoe to tho sand flats below Stone Harbor, Thesc tidcwator
flats aro as extensive as the mudflats below Beach Haven, New Jersoy,
but at the timc they had a different avian population. Over the minute
sand dunes about a hundred Black Skimmers hoverod noisily whilc we
bandod several nestlings,
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In the samc locality, many Common Terns had scooped out concavities
for their nests. One nest was found to contain what should be repre-
sonted by onc and onc tenth cggsd One of the egzs was of normal color-
ation and sizec, mcasuring 1,75 by 1l.25 inches, The other egg was
without doubt an infertile dud; it was spherical in shape, with no
sugzgestion of any pointing, and about one third of an inch in diameter,
Its ground color was normal, and the brownish blotches were of the
same color as the normal egg but somevhat smaller in size,

Is this the record for the smallest relative sizo for a tdud!

bird ogz? ——-3016 North Second St., Harrisburg, Penna.
* £ %k ¥

BIRD BANDING PROBLE:S IN INDIA
by C. Brooke Worth, M.D,

(Those Jmerican banders who think that English Sparrows or
Pigeons make banding almost impossible should be thankfuvl that
thoy do not have to contend with the problems faced by Broske Worth,
former President of R B.B.d. who is now with the Rockefcller
Foundation, stationed in India.--AEG) ‘

Not much bird banding has beon done in India becaysce of the
difficulty in maintaining trapping stations. I havec not even
attcupted to cstablish a bird feeder at my home in Bangalorc becausc
of the followinz problems,

If Jmerican bird banders think English Sparrows are a nuisance,
they should sce the crows in this country. Therc arc two species:
the larger Junglc Crow that is a solid glistening black; and the
smaller Housc Crow, duller black with a srey mantle. Both crows are
common in almost cvery city, usually cxistingz in cnormous numbers
and boldly marauding coveryvherc. In some places you cannot sit in
the garden for afternoon tea bocause the crows and kites dive dom
and snatch food from the table or even out of your hand. They enter
kitchens to stcal any cxposed catables that arc lcft about. One day
a crow ate the cggs in my pizcon coop.

The common Pariah Kitc is also & ubiquitous marauder. Imaginc,
then, sctting out food to attract smaller birds., The food, whatever
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sort it may be, simply disappears. I have no doubt that if a small
bird entcered a trap to feed, a crow would follow it in and eat both
the food and the bird, Ants would be another gigantic problom, pro-
vided bait remained in one placce long enough, f

The gmall birds likely te be trapned are mostly insectivarous,
so that grain would not be a suitable attractant. Ono. is therefore
loft with only a single choice, namcly the wator—drip mechaniam, At
our bird bath in front of the housc I have had many visitors that
came to drink and bathe, These include kitcs, both species of crows,
and Common ifynahs. Other kipds have been most infrequent: the prize
was an immaturec male Paradise Flycatcher that came only onces

During the long dry season, water becomes scarce in the sur-
rounding country, and I have then secn occasional gatherings of
bathing and drinking birds at small gecpages or trickles of watcr.
sometimes tlie water was foul, but its motion secmed to entice the
birds, just as in the casc of water—drip traps. The sorts of birds
in these parties have included various babblers, bulbuls, myna.hs,
and so forth,

Hence it appears that the future of bird banding in India will
be centered on the development of moving-water baits. Possibly,
large house-type treps will be advantagcous, to give small birds s
chance when crows invade the enclosure, A devico that would exclude
or deter crows, without remdecring it impossiblo to trap. othor large
birds, will also be necessarys.

The day of bird banding in India is remote for morc tham the
above rcasons. s yet there are only a handful of amateur ornithol-—
ogists in this country, sinco the many current problcms of the qopu-
lation leave no time for the deveclopment of such rofined hobbies as
bird watching. This notc is written mercly to suggest the difficulties
that might bc encountercd in any attempt to cstablish a banding pro-
gram in India and, perhaps, in other castern tropical countrics.

--3 st, liarks Road, Bangalore, liysorc, India

* *® * *
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INTERESTING RETURNS AND RECOVERIES

A Brom Towhee (Pipilo fuscus) banded ncar Watsonville, Califor-
nia, Jan, 13, 1947, by W. i, Davidson, was found dead near the place
of banding, May 18, 1952, The bird was in at lcast its sixth ycar,
Mr, Davidson had the unusual experiecnce of being hended the report
of capture while on a reccont visit to the banding officc,

A White-throated Sparrow (47-119785) banded as an immaturc
on Sept. 28, 1948, at Quebec Zoological Gardons, Charlcsbourg,
liontmorcency County, Quebec, Canada, by Raymond Cayouette, was
retrapped by EBBA President Reymond J. liddleton, at Norristowm,
Montgamery County, Pennsylvania, on Mar, 4, 1952,

A Slate-colored Junco (47-81958) banded as an adult malo on
May 1, 1950, at St, Domald, Icvls County, Quebec, Canada, by
Raymond Roborge, was rotrapped at Easton, Northampton County,
Pennsylvania, Mar, 30, 1952, by Mr, and Mrs, Albert B, Conway.

President Middleton also renorts that this year a pair of
Crested Flycatchers again nested in tho same box in which they nosted
last year. He says that this is the seoventh time (in thirty years)

that he has had both members of a mated pair return after migration,
] * * *

CHI CKADEE MIGRATION, 1951-h2
by ¥leanor E Dater

The fall of 1951 gave us a migration of Black-capped Chickadees
from North to South., This was noted by many people, but no one
mentioned their return this Spring, A check in Bent!s life histories
showed that there are very few records (two around Ithaca, New York)
of banded Chickadces migrating any distance, 3 to 20 milecs,

On JApril 12 of this yecar (1952), I took a migratory Chickadeco
(50—655‘«‘0) which proved to have beon bandcd on March 25, 1952, at
the Dumont Banding Station at Pequanock, Morris County, New J grsoy,
a distance of approximately 18 air miles from Ramscy, Bergen County,
Noew Jersey,
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Arc therc any other banding rccoverics of tho 1951-52 Chickadce

migrationt—=-Mrs, John Y, Datere 259 Grove St., Ramsey, N.J.
* * * »

Wo wolcome the following ncw mcambers of EBBAS

Mre. John McDermott, 71 Lotus Lanc, Paramus, N.J.

Mre. Lewis W Iyle, 330 S Burrowes St., Stato Collcge, Pa.

Mre A C. Burrcll, c/o Dcan R. W, Holland, Univ, of
Chattanooga, Chattencoga 3, Tenne

Mrs, Ernest E. Wanck, 5 Davidson Ave,, Ramscy, N.d.

Dr. John O, Watkins, 359 Pinc St., Spartenburg, S.C.

Mre. Geqrge Needham, R.D. 2, Coatesville, Pa.

Mrs, Jon E. Bacon, T4 Taylor Road, Hamburg, N.Y.

Mrs. Bradley Fisk, 20 Barklcy Placc, Buffalo, N.Y.

Mre, Tilliam H. Jonkins, Jr., 318 Broad St, EFlmor, N.J.

Mr, Gordon L, Hight, Jr., Simpson Grocery Co., Rome, Ge.

NEJ ADDRESSES

Mr, Walter B, Sabin, R.D., 2, Altamont, N. V.

Mr. Ted Grisez, 64 Coc Bldg., 15 Cross St., Bangor, Mce
* ox k% ok

Wlliam Pcpwer, 20 E, Bells Mill Road, Philadelphia 18, Pae,
writegt "The following relates to a Common Tornh banded near lMargate,
New Jersey, as a ncstling on Junc 22, 1913-1, by my father., (Dre Wlliam
Peppor, Sr., latc Dean of the Univ. of Penna, Medical School-~Ed, )

"On Scptember 19, 1950, I roccived a regular form lettor stating
that on Sept. 3, 1950, lire R. Co Baglish, 819 Sccond St., Nortfield,
N.J., wrotc that I had a strike and lost the fish but on my hook was a
taz 4O-3543741, This wes in the vicinity of lLakes Bay, Atlantic Co.,
UVeda

TCould a bander call this a ninc—ycar recovery, or had a fish an
alumi mum-capped tooth? Itfs a good story ceven if a little old in
telling,

Yes, Bill, we agrcc it's a good storyd




YOU COULD [+.XXE YOUR OWN TRAPS
BUT WE CAY DO IT FOR YOU AT LOWER COSTS!

QNE~CELL A good sturdy little job of all mctal
TRIC-STER construction with galvanized floor and sliding
TRAO teke-out door. Our most ponular model for
fecding shelf or on the ground. Size 6 x 6 x &7,

ONE-CELL 4 zood bush trap to be set in shrubbery or on a
T02-0:ENING  trees Spring opcrated and all metal construction, -
TRAP Sizo 6 x 6 x &M, o

Fach of these traps $2,00 plus 25¢ postage and packing,
Qanadian banders add $1.00 per trap to cover shivping and
other charges. 411 traps available within 24 hours of receipt
of order. Specify 1/2 or 1/4 wire mesh ag desired,

GATHERING CAGE, A safc all-mctal gathering cage with 100 uses)
Skze 4 x 5 x 8" with sliding door, $1,00
postpald Lp the U.S.4

Large traps of scveral desisns available, For h;forknatidn write tol

Geoffroy Gill, 24 Overlook Drive, Huntington, L.I. MY,
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