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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

‘In the last issuec, the Editor rcquested that mcmbers communieate
to him their idecas concorning the types of articles and other
featurcs which they would like to scc in EBBA NEWS, To date, only
three such lctters have becn roccived, together with a fow additional
comments appcnded to communications concerning other mattcrs. Bven
from this small sample of opinion it is cvidont that EBBA NEWS is
rcad by porsons with a wide varicty of diffcring interests and
knowlcdge concorning banding., Theroforeo, pending furthor comments
from merbers, it would secm that a varicty of materials should beo
uscd so as to give cach mcmbor at lcast one 1tcm of rcal appecal to
him,

A half dozon or so mambers have sont in contributions for usc
in thc ncws, but thc back log of material is not sufficiently large
at theo moment to permit us to add an additional sheet of four pagos
cach month, Flcasc try to scnd the Editor somc matcerial so that he
will be ablec to do this soon, Below, in a lettor received by the
Fditor, you will scc toplcs about which information should prove
uSCful.

In futurc issucs, it is planncd to prescnt dctails concerning
the construction and use of various types of trapse If any mamber
has madc any modifications in standard trap dcsizn which have proved
superior to the original, thc Editor would appreciatc becing adviscd
of such changes so that they can bo passced on to other mcmbers. Of
coursc, many persons who have been banding for a number of ycars may
find such prescntations ropotitiouws, but it mst be romcmbered that
many new mcembers of theo Associabion do not have access to the plans
for many traps such as thc liodcsto, Fabian, widdlecton thrush, Verbail,

and others which many of us usc rogularly.
* % " x

ROBIN SYMEZOSIUM

—t

It is nlatncd to dovote the ontire Hovombor issuc to a symposium
on theo Robin similar to thosc rocently appcaring on the Junco and
Uhitc-throated Sparrow. The Scptomber issue, which should rcach you
about the tcnth of the month, will contein dctailed instructions, so
mcanwhilc, vhy ot look over your data on this intcrcsting specics?

g
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Arthur H, Fast, 4924 Rodc Spring Road, Arlington, Va., reports
the following banding results for the ycar onding April 30, 1952:

Sparrow Havk 1 Ycllow-throat 3
Mourning Dove 25 Purplc Grackle 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker Cowbird 7
Downy Woodpecker 9 Cardinal Lg
Bluc Jay 25 Evening Grosbeak 274*
Carolina Chickadce 9 Purplc Finch 25
Tufted Titmousc 11 Goldfinch 220%+*
Thitc—=brcasted Nuthatch 10 Red—cyed Towhee 35
House Wren 11 Slatc—colored Junco 184
Winter Wren 1 Thitc—crommed Sparrow it
Carolina 'ren 3 White—throatcd Sparrow chlie s
Mockingbird 4 Fax Sparrow 3
Catbird 36 Swamp Sparrow

Brown Thrasher 15 Song Sparrow 103
Robin 2

Wood Thrush L

Olive—~backed Thrush 3 Total speciocs 32
Ruby—cromed Kinglct 1 Total banded 1334
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* Before the scason's cnd, the Evening Grosbezk total was 315,

Threc other banders in the.arca also banded very substantial numbers

of this species., Total of these birds banded in this Virginia arca

is 689, It is intcreosting to contrast these totals with the grand

total of 52 Evening Grosbcalks bandcd in the whole of Marylend, Vir-

ginia, and thc District of Columbia prior to the 1951-52 invasion, |

(Sce EBBA NEWS, March 1952, Pe Je) |

I

** This total is greator than all the Goldfirches banded by

ire Fast since he bagan banding on March 1, 1946,

*¥% Mr, Fast banded 210 during the 1952 spring migration--=140
of than during the first two wecks of Maye. Proviously, he banded no
more than 160 during any onc scason's migration,
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BANDING STATION ESTABLISHED AT WASHINGTON CROSSING PARK

Dr, Paul H, Fluck, Lambertville, New Jeorsey, in a recent letter
tclls of his success in gotting permission from the Park Commission
in charge of Washington Crossing Park, threc miles south of New Hopo,
Pennsylvania, to conduct a banding station in thec Park. Bands will
bo issucd to the Park, and work will bo carricd out under tho supor—
vision of Dr, Fluck., Your Editor and wifc had thc plcasurc of visiting
the site with Dr. Fluck, and thoy agrec that the location is an
exccllont onee

Dr. Fluck writcs, "On May 18th a picnic of bird banders

formally dedicated the now banding statione Dr. and Mrse Harold B.
Wood, Jeff, Minnie, and Pat Gill, Howard Drinkwatcer and family,

T A Jarvis and family, Mrs. Paulinc Buckingham, Mre Nathanial
Wyckoff, and a number of others werc there, The piecnic wes held on
the site of the ncw banding station to the tune of a quartot of
Ccrulean Warblcrse es..oton winutcs aftor we sct up our first housoc
trap, a Corulcan Warbler flow in, Naturally, tho door wasn't working}"

* * * *
AN INVITATION

The following invitation is extonded by Mr. E, Alexander
Bergstrom, Fditor of BIRD-BANDING:

Whe fall fiecld mcoting of the Northeastern Bird-banding
Association will be held at the home of Mr., and lMrs. E. Alex-
ander Bergstrom, 37 0ld Broock Road, VWest Hartford, Conn., on
Sunday, Scptember 21, starting at 10 a.m, In addition to a back-
yard banding station with rccent plantings for birds, wc hopc to
havo an cxtonsive display of banding traps (additional exhibits
will bec welcomc). A number of members of the Fastcrn Bird-Banding
Association attended tho last Connecticut ficld mceting (at Berlin
in 1950), and wc hopc for morc this ycar as thc location is casily
rcachod from cither Boston or New York over good highwayss

"From Boston, teako the Wilbur Cross Highway (route 15), tumn
right on U.S. 44 in Lanchostor, diagonally left off U.S. W4 in
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Wost Hartford (at the interscction of liountain Road, with overhead
blinker, a mile west of the intersoction of U.S. 44 and Routc 185)
on Old Ozk Road, left on Old Brook Road ono tenth of a milé later,
and go one tenth mile farthors

"From New York, take the liorritt and Wilbur Cross Parlkways
(Route 15), turn left on Route 173 in Newington, left on Asylum Avo,
in Wost Hartford ("I" intorsoction), right at first traffic light
(on to Routo 185), loft at noxt light (on to Route Ue S L),

"A1l thosc intercsted in banding are wolcome, ™

W, % * W * W

Howard Drinkwater, of White House, Hunterdon Couwity, New Jersey,
supplics tho following human intcrest story:

"dbout a weck or ten days ago (Junc 6 to 9), a crow of railroad
workmen who wore dismantling an unused wator spout along the right -of
way a short distance from my office made an intoresting discovery.
Tho spout which thoy were dismantling consisted of a standpipe and a
long hollow tube counterbalanced by a hollow iron ball, 4s the ball
was being moved by the crane, it was noticed that it hold a nest and
four young birds,

"Tho crane operators very carofully loworcd the ball to tho
ground and then, with the rest of the crew, gathered around it to
dccide what disposition should be made of tho young birdse

"Their first thought was to romove them and bring them to my
office. Fortunatcly, that suggestion was overruled and the birds were
loft in the nost and I was told about thom later that aftcrnoon.

"The following morning I checked tho nest and found that they
were young Sparrow Havks and that the parents were caring for thom,
“hat afternoon I again visited the nest with my banding cquipment
and ringed the four ncstlings.

"The train crews and the track laborers have been working in the

EBBA NEWS Page §
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vicinity of thc ncst since the spout was dismantled and arc taking
a great porsonal intcrest in tho young birds' welfarc. Each af ter-
noon I have reccived a roport of their progross and today (Junc 16)
I was told that although tho scrap metal is to be removéd tomorrow
the iron ball will not bo disturbed until theo young have flowmn,

"I think that you will agrcc that an expericnco such as this adds

zest to the banding program, "
* * * * "

CONCERNING CONTENT OF THE NEWS
Mrse William Gary Irving, Van Houten Ficlds, West Nyack, NeY.,
in a very provocative lcttor has suggested the following topics as
ones which might profitably be discussed in EBBA NEWS, Your commonts
or contributions rclating to theoso would be very helpful,

1) That would be considered a good string of traps for different
types of habitat?.

2) What kinds of baits arc ospecially gzood for certain spocies?

3) lists of books, together with price, publishor, etc., and
commcnts about, of topics of value to bandecrs,

4) How to kccp records efficiently for personal uscs

5) List of special projocts being worked on by various banders
who would like data from others working on samec projecte

6) How best to remove bands from smeller birds.
* * * * *

BRIEFS

The NEWS is sorry to chronicle the death of EBEBA mcmber, liiss
dnnc .Bathurst Dobbin, of Baltimore, Maryland, on dpril 22, 1952,

4 now member whom we arc heppy to welcome into EBBA is
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Mr, J. George Hitchner, 58 Kenton Avenue, Pitman, New Jerscy,

Dr, Ce Brooke Worth!s address is now as follows?
34 Ste liarlzs Road, Bangaloro, }iysore, India
: % *. » * *

From Brucc -Adams, a 15-ycar old mombor of EBBY, of 9 Sunset Ra,
Daricn, Conn., comecs the following obscrvationt

71 thousht you migzht be intecrosted in an observation I made
rccently of a Robin'd nest vhich contained 3 Robin egge and onc Cow—
bird cgee I first discovercd the ncgd Junc 20, The Cowbird egg hatched
beforc the Robins, and the baby Cowbird kicked onc of the baby Robins
out of thec nest, But it was interesting to note that after that, the
Cowbird did not completely takc over and monopolize the nest the way
it is in cascs of smaller birds such as warblers, The parent birds
have fed their owmn babies just as much as the Cowbird; at times thoy
would completely ignorc his cries and feood their own babics, After
about a weck and a half they loft the nest, and for a short time after—
wards, I could scc them fluttoring around after the parents; again,

all thrcc birds got cqual shares of foods"
* * * E ] %

Mrs. He Go licEntcc writes? "Hero's a hint on trapping bait for
this time of ycar--cooked oatmeal with raising, Bluc Jays, Catbirds,
Robins, Tanagers, cte., arc kcen about it for fceding their young,
Let them get used to it on the feeding shclf for a couplec of days,
thon put some in a container into tho traps. I usually save the tops
of ico crcam cartons for this purposc because thoy arc a good sizo
for small traps and their light color helps to attract the birds,
Also, whon they zet messy, tth can bo throwm away."-490 Fairficld

Avenue, Rldgowood Neow Jerscy.
™ * * * *

IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS
Changes of address should rcach the Editor by the:25th of the

month to be effective with the noxt issue, If only tocmporary, arrange
with your local Post Offico to have your copy forwarded to yous



YOU' GOULD MAKE YOUR OWN TRAPS
- BUT WE CAN DO IT FOR YOU AT LOWER OOSTSJ

ONE-CELL A g0od sturdy portable little job of all metal
TRIP=STEF construction wth glavanizoed floor and gliding

TRAP takc~out door. Our most popular model for
focding gholf or on the ground, Size 6 x 6 x 8"

ONE~CELL A good bush trap to be set in shrubbery or on a
TOP-CUPENING trcce Spring ogeratcd. and all mctal construction,
TRAR Stze 6 x

Beoh of thoso traps $a.oo plus 25¢ postege and packing.
Canadisn bandors add $1.00 por trap to cover .shipping and
othor charges, All traps availsble within 24 hours of. rocoipt
of order, Specify 1/2 or 1/4 wire mesh as desireds

GATHERING CAGE A sa'fe ell-metal gathoring cage with 100 usos!
Sizo U4 x 5 x 8" with slidding door. $1.00
postpaid in U, S, A
Large traps of several desizns available, For in&omation write to?
Geoffroy Gill, 24 Overlook Drivo, Huntington, DLel., NsYe

Rotyrn to3
Albert E., Conwey Sec, 34-66, P.Ly & R
Routc % U. E AP(:S’II;AGE
Basgton, Penna, '
i oo wilmington, Del,
Permit No. 154

Mrs. Dayton Stoner
399 State Street
Albveany 10, New York

RETURN -#OSTAGE GUARANTEED






