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Nest and eggs of Cairn's Blwk-throated Blue Warbler (Ddrodcd  

c m k s c e n s  c&p.wi) found near the Beauty Spot in Unicoi County, Tenn. and 

photographed by Bruce P. Tyler, 21 5 West Unaka Ave., Johnson City, Tenn. 

This species breeds ar rh: high-r altitudes in Greene County. 
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Birds Of Greene County, Tennessee 
By JOHN B. WHITE, et d 

The following list of birds covers those observed in Greene County, Ten- 
nessee, by members and guests of the Greeneville Chapter of the Tennessee 
OrnithologicaI Society; some observations were made before the organization 
of the ch :?tcr in December, 1946. 

Grecne County is in irpper East Tennessee. Greeneville, the largest town 
and the county sat, is approximately in the center of the county. The ridges, 
beginning with the Appalachians on the southeastern boundary and ending 
with Bays Mountain on th: northwest, run northeast to southwest. The main 
screams and their contiguous valleys, Nolichucky River and Lick Creek, run 
parallei ro the ridqes; th- secondary streams, as a rule, run at right angles m 

-ams. the mountains and the main str, 
The Nolichucky drains the county southeast of Greeneville to the North 

Carolina state line atop the Appalachians; Lick Creek drains the county from 
Greeneville to the Hawkins County tine and Bays Mountain. 

The point of highest elevation is on the state line, 4890 feet. The elevation 
drops 2600 feet in two airline miles from Camp Creek Bald to the foot of the 
mountain. 

The elevation on the lower Nolichudcy and Lick Creek is a little less than 
1100 feet. At Greeneville it is I554 feet, and on Bays Mountain at Chimneytop 
it is 3076 feet. The Lick Creek valley is subject to overflow during the winter 
and spring months, making territory for observation of ducks and wading birds. 

The Nolichucky has on: small hydroelectric dam forming Davy Crockett 
lake, and this makes good territory for the larger waterfowI. 

Outside the higher mountains, which make up only a small part of Greene 
County, the land is used mainly for farming. 

Back from the main streams the topography i s  either rolling or knobs, and - .  . 

a large portion is used for farming. 
The only "balds", grassy areas on th: higher mountains, in the county are 

on Camp Creek Mountain and on Cold Spring Mountain. The area being in 
the Transition Zone of the Austral Region and bordering on a small portion of 
the Canadian Zone in the Boreal Region may account for some vertical migra- 
tion in the county. 

The letters used in the iist referring to the relative abundance are these: 
A-abosndant; C4omrnon: F.C-fairiy common; U.C-uncommon; R-rare; 
V.R-\lerv rare. The letters r-ferrine to seasonal status are the following: PR- 
permanent resident, may be found throughout the year; SR-summer resident, 
during the breeding season only; WR-winter resident, only during the winter 
months; M-migrants, pass through during spring and fall; V-visitant, for 
short periods only; Ac-accidentais, outside of their normal range. Example 
of the use of the letters- B1uebird:A- (SR) FC- ( WR) : Bluebird aboundant 
s 'rnrn-r rlsid-nr snd fairly common winter resident. 
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RING-NECKED PHEASANT ( Pbdsianu~ cokhicils j .VR- ( PR) . Farmers 
at the b-e of Bluff Mountain and on Roaring Fork Creek have raised and 
liberated these birds. 

W lLD TURKEY ( Mekeagris g d o ~ a w o )  .R- ( PR ) . This speues was ob- 
served on Rich .Mountain in June 1941 and on Cold Spring Mouncain in 
December 1955. 

KLNG RAIL (Ral lw e l e g m )  .VR- (M). One observed in the fall of 1952 
and another in 1954, both along Roaring Fork Creek. 

S3RA (Pwzmma c m o l i a )  .VR-(M) . One on Lick Creek in April 1941, 
one at Davy Crwkert Lake April 23, 1950, one at Davy Gockett Lake 19, 
1952. 

BLACK RAIL (La t~ak l~cs  j m a i c m i s )  .VR- (M). One record on Bluff 
Mountain in 1948.-The only other record for Tennessee was of a bird collected 
in Cocke County by Mr. N. F. StokeIey in June 1915. (THE MIGRANT 6:49, 
193 5 j .-Ed. 

COOT (Fzilua a m e k m a )  .UC- ( M) . 
KILLDEER ( Chrlzadriu~ vocifwm ) .C- ( PR ) . 
WOODCOCK ( Pkilokeia nat+zor) .R- ( WR) . 
WILSON'S SNIPE ( Capela g d f i ~ g o )  .UC- ( WR) ; FC- ( M) . 
UPLAND PLOVER ( Br#$ramia l o n g f t c d )  .VR- ( M ) . One observed near 

Washington County line April 12, 1953. 
SPOmED SANDPIPER { Acrdi8.r ~ r b )  .R- (M) . Possibly SR. 
( EASTERN) S3LlTARY SANDPIPER ( Triage solit&) .R- ( M 1. 
GREATER YELLOW-LEGS (Totanw m e h o l e ~ c w  ) .R- ( M) . 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS ( Tot-$ f h i p e ~ )  .UC- ( M) . 
LEAST SANDPIPER ( Erolia minwtdlla) .VR- ( M )  . 
HERRlNG GULL ( Ln,ws &gentab#s ) .VR- ( M ) . One record, June 1948, 

on Davy Crockett Lake. 
RING-BILLED G iJLL ( ~ Y S  delawaremi~ j .UC- ( M j . 
MOURNING DOVE ( Zerzaidara w r o # r a )  .A- ( PR j . 
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO ( Coccyzws am&cmrar) .UC- ( SR ). 
BLACK-BILLED CUCS03 I Coccyz~rr e s y t h r o p b t h a l m )  .R- ( SR) . 
BARN OWL (Tyto  alba) .UC-(SR). Possibly PR. One winter record 

Dec. 30, 1943. 
SCREECH OWL ( Otas asio) .C- ( P R )  . 
GREAT HORNED OWL ( Bwbo ytrginkms ) .VR- ( PR ) . Heard and seen 

on Bluff Mountain from 1947 tq 1950. 
BARRED OWL (Strix w r i n  j .R-{PR). Bluff Mountain and Lick Creek 

valley. 
CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW ( C~*pr im~lgu~ cmolis~mis j .FC- ( SIC). 
( EASTERN), WHIP-POOR-WILL ( Caprirnwlgm v o c i f ~ a s )  .FC- ( SR) . 
NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles minor).A-(SR). 
CHIMNEY SWIFT ( Chaetwa pebgkca) .C- (SR) . 
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD ( Archilockas col#bris j .FC- ( SR) . 
( EASTERN) BELTED KINGFISHER ( Megaceryle ~ l c y o n )  .UC- ( PR) . 
FLICKER ( Colape~ avrr5tas) .UC- ( PR ) . 
PlLEATED WOODPECKER ( Hyldomssj p i k r ~ c s  j .UC- ( PK ) . 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER ( C ~ t u r a r  C N O ~ Y S )  .FC- ( PR ) . 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER ( M e h w $ w  erythroc+6dtls) .R- ( PR) . 
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YELLOW-BELLED SAPSUCKER (Sebyr+w vdri~rs) .R- ( WR) . 
HAIRY WOODPECKER ( D d o c o p ~ s  vsllosinr ) .R- ( PR ) . 
DOWNY WOODPECKER ( D d r o c o p w  p&escews) .A- ( PR ) . 
EASTERN KINGBIRD ( T y m n r s  6 y r m w )  .FC- ( SR ) . 
CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiurchas c&i$w) .UC- ( SR ) . 
EASTERN PHOEBE (Sqorngs phoebe) .C- ( SR ) ; UC- ( WR ) . 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER ( E + m  w w e ~ c m )  .R- ( SR 1. 
WOOD PEWEE ( con to*^ &rem ) .FC- ( SR ) . 
HORNED LARK ( Eremopkila dpes tr i~  ) .FC- ( PR ) . More n.mcrous in 

winter. 
T R E E  SWALLOW (Irfdoproctze bicolor) .VR- ( h4) . 
ROUGH- WINGED SWALLOW ( S#elgdo+teryx wrf icoh ) .UC- ( SR ) . 
BARN SWALLOW ( Hirando rastica ) .C- ( SR ) . 
PURPLE MARTIN ( Progne s ~ b i s )  .UC- ( SR ) . 
BLUE JAY ( Cydnocdta &st&) .A- ( PR) . 
V V E N  ( Coww c o w )  .VR- ( PR ) . Only in the Appfachians. 
CROW ( Cmw ~ ~ b y n c k o ~ j  .A- (PR) . 
CAROLINA CHICKADEE ( Pasws carohmsis ) .A- ( PR ) . 
TUFlTD TITMOUSE ( Pww bicdor )  .A- ( PR ) . 
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH ( Sdtta caroiimmu) .R- ( PR ) . 
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH ( Sitda c 4 e m M )  .VR- ( W R  ) . 
BROWN CREEPER (CwthG f d ~ ) R - ( W R ) ;  UC-(M). 
HOUSE WREN (Trogh&&s d m )  .VR- ( SR ) . 
WINTER WREN (Troglody&s broglodyte~ ) .R- ( VQR; R- ( SR ) . In the 

mountains. 
BEWICK'S WREN (Thyomme$ bswickii) .R- ( PR) . 
CAROLINA W R E N  ( T k r y o t h m  h d m ' c & ~ s )  .A- (PR) . 
LONG-BILLED MARSH WREN ( T e l d o d y t e ~  p k ~ t r i s )  .VR- ( M j . Two 

records, both in the spring of 195 5; one at the foot of Bluff Mountain, one near 
the Nolichucky River. 

SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN ( Ci~totborws p h m s i s )  .VR- ( M ) . One 
individual observed at close range in a wheat patch from May 2 to May 13, 1954. 

( EASTERN) MOCKINGBIRD ( M k s  poLygjot#o~) .A- ( PR ) . 
CATBIRD ( D w m t e l l a  carolimmii) .UC- ( SR ) . 
( EASTERN) BROWN THRASHER ( T o x o f t o m  r r f ~ m )  .A- ( SR ) ; VR- 

4 

ROBIN ( Tardm & g r # w i ~ )  .C- ( PR ) : A- ( M ) . 
WOOD THRUSH ( Hylocicbh m~csdeiiwa) .FC- ( SR). 
( EASTERN ) HERMIT THRUSH ( Hylocichla gwtma) .R- ( WR) ; FC- 

IM) .  
OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH ( Hylokchh H S I ~ )  .UC- ( M ) . 
GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH ( Hylocicbh minima) .R- ( M ) . 
VEERY ( H y l o k b L  f~rrcercem) .R- (SR) . Only in the higher mountains. 
EASTERN BLUEBIRD (S& J&).A-(SR); PC-(WR).. 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER ( Poldobfih c m k a  ) .A- ( SR ) . 
(EASTERN) GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET ( R e g a h  sabrapl~) .UC- 

IWR). 
( EASTERN) RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET ( ReguIm c d e d & )  .l- 

(a). 
AMERTCAN PIPIT ( Awtbrsf s-@oletta) .VR- ( V )  . 
CEDAR WAXWING ( B m b y c i h  cedromm) .K-( WR). 
-.- 
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LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE   hi^ M o v i c k w s )  .UC- (PR)  . 
STARLING (Sfwna.r w ~ ~ i g ~ a b s  ) .A- ( PR ) . 
WHITE-EYED ViREO ( Vireo grisms) .A- ( S R )  . 
YELLOW-THROATED VIREO ( Vireo f h#jroprs) .R- ( M) . 
BLUE-HEADED VIREO ( Vireo J U ~ B T ~ W )  .R- ( SR) . In the mountains. 
RED-EYED VIREO (Vireo olivacew) .C- ( S R )  . 
PHILADELPHIA VIREO ( Vzreo $kiUekpbic~cr) .VR- (M) . One record, 

in 1 9 4  in Gre: n wille. 
( EASTERN} WARBLLNG VIREO ( Vireo giLvg~) .R- ( M ) . One indi- 

vidual observed for seven days during M q  I955 on Roaring Fork Creek. 
BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER ( Msiotilta v h )  .C- ( SR ) . 
PROTHONOTARY WARBLER ( Protosotarid c i f i e d )  .R- ( SR ) . One rec- 

ord at White's mil1 during the nesting season of 1952. One record in the spring 
of 1955 along the Nolichucky River. 

W3RF I-E ATING WARBLER ( HeimLheros vermivorwr ) .R- ( SR ) . 
TENXZSSEE WARBLER ( I 'mivora  $eregrha) .R- ( M) . 
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER ( Vermivoru ceka) .VR- (V) . One 

observed during the fall along the Nolichucky River. 
PARULA WARBLER ( P m l a  americatra) .R- ( SR) . 
YELLOW WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  fiebee&) .C- ( SR) . 
MAGNOLIA WARBLER ( D d r o b c a  m p h  ) .C- ( M ) . 
CAPE MAY WARBLER ( Dendroica tsgrim) .R- ( M ) . 
BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  c m l a s c m  ) .R- 

(SR) .  In the mountains. C- (M) out of the mountains. 
MYRTLE WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  corot~lta) .C- ( WR) ; A- ( M ) . 
BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER ( Dendroica o i * m  ) .R- ( SR) ; 

C- (M) . 
CERULEAN WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  cwsrha) .R- ( M) . 
BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER (Detadroica fusca) .R- ( M )  . 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  domi~ica } .R- ( M ) . Two 

records, Sept. 22, 1955; May 25 ,  1950. 
CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER (Dmdroica pmykmica)  .UC- ( SR) . 
BAY-BREASTED WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  c m t m a )  .R- ( M )  . 
BLACK-POLL WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  st&) .R- ( M ) . 
PINE WARBLER ( D ~ ~ ~ o z c A  pinas) .R- ( PR) . During 1954 several pairs 

were observed all summer, one pair known to have nested and raised young 
near DeBusk School. Four aIso observed on 1954 winter count. 

PRAIRIE WARBLER ( D d r o i c a  discolor) .R- ( M )  . 
PALM WARBLER ( D d r o k a  p~Imwmm(.R-(M);  VR-(WR). Dec 23 ,  

1940 (1);  Dec. 26, 1941 ( 5 ) .  
OVEN-BIRD ( Seiurss ~ ~ r o c ~ i l l ~ ~  j .UC- ( SR ) . 
NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH ( Seiarm ~ e o u e b o r ~ c m u )  .UC- ( M ) . 
LOUISIANA WATER-THRUSH (Seiwas mobacilla) .UC- ( SR ). 
KENTUCKY WARBLER ( 0pornrni.r f o m o . r ~ s )  .R- ( S R )  . 
CONNECTICUT WARBLER ( Oporovnis a g i h  ) .VR- ( M ) . One record 

May 2, 1949 on Bluff Mountain. 
MOURNING WARBLER ( Opororni~ ppkrladeLpAia) .VR- ( M). 
YELLOW-THROAT ( GeothLypG trichas) .A- ( S R )  . 
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT ( lctmia uirens) .C- ( SR) . 
HOODZD WAXBLER ( Wiisonia czbrina) .R- (SR) . 
WILSON'S WARBLER ( Wilsovzia p a ~ i l a  j .VR- ( M) . 
CANADA WARBLER ( W d ~ o ~ i a  canademis) .R- (SR) ; UC- ( M) . 
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AMERICAN REDSTART (Set"pbag4 &k) .R- ( SR ) . 
ENGLISH SPARROW ( P a ~ e r  dornes#ccs) .A- ( PR ) . 
BOBOLINK ( DoGchonyx o r y z i v m )  .R- ( M )  . 
MEADOWLARK ( S b r n k l a  mragfw) .A- ( PR ) . 
RED-WING ( Agelaiw pkomicew~)  .A- (SR) ; UC- ( WR ) . 
ORCHARD ORIOLE ( I c t m ~  s p k s )  .C- (SR) . 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE ( Ictspws gdbrck) .R- ( SR ) . 
RUSTY BLACKBARD (Elkpbagws carohsr~)  .UC- ( WR) ; FC- (M) . 
PURPLE GRACKLE ( Q&JC&J pisc:cla) .A- ( SR ) ; R- ( WR ) . 
(EASTERN) COWBIRD ( Molotbrrrr der) .C- (SR ) ; R- ( WR) . 
KARLET TANAGER ( Piraga ohrlcea) .R- ( SR ) . 
SUMMER TANAGER ( Pian81 rrrbra) .C- ( SR ) . 
CARDINAL ( R i c h h a  card&) .A- ( PR) . 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK ( P h ~ c t i c b ~  IjldoudcMpra) .R- ( SR ) . 
(EASTERN) BLUE GROSBEAK (Gu#ru:rl c m k ~ )  .R- ( SR ) . On May 

1, 1954 one individual was present, May 2 five, and from the middle of June 
to August, one male. In 1955 m e  pair was present through May and June. 

INDI W BUNTING ( Pwr~wifpll cyme#) .A- ( SR ) . 
DICKCiSSEL ( S+za ataaricum ) .FC- ( SR ) . 
( EASTERN) EVENING GROSKEAK ( He~p&pbotsa ves9ertim) .VR- 

(V). Dec. 18, 194 to March 1946. Nov. 10, 1950 to March 1951. March 
of 1955. 

( EASTERN PURPLE FINCH ( Csrpodacrrs pwrpfireus ) .PC- ( W R  ) 
PlNE SiSKlN ( S p d w ~  *acs).R-(V). 
COMMON GOLDFINCH (.Sfliwrss t r i ~ t i ~ )  .A- ( W R  ) ; C- ( PR ) . 
TOWHEE: CHEWINK ( Pipdo erytbropbtbalmar~ ) .UC- ( PR ) . 
SAVANNAH SPARROW ( Pnrrercpch~ ralp&wicbe~~is) .UC- ( M ). 
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW ( A m m o d r m  ~ ~ v m m w m )  .PC- (SR) . 
HENSLOW'S SPARROW ( P ~ ~ e r b ~ b u l ~ s  bmlourii)  .R- ( V ) . During 

the winter. Three observed in Dx. 1 9 6  in weed covered wet land along Roar- 
ing Fork Creek. O h a t i o n  was made at close range (six feet) over one week 
period. Two recorded along same creek Occ. f 6 to 22, 1955. 

( EASTERN) VESPER SPARROW ( Pooecebes g r d c w  j .R- ( M 1. 
PINE WOODS SPARROW ( APflPopMd m~tiv&.r) .R- ( SR ) . 
SLATE-COLORED JUNCO ( J ~ U C O  b y m d i ~ )  .UC- ( PR ) ; C- ( WR ) . 
( EASTERN) TREE SPARROW ( S @ i z e h  dored)  .VR- ( WR) . One 

record, Dec. 28, 1953 five observed along Lick Creek. 
(EASTERN) CHIPPING SPARROW ( S ~ e 6 8  Passeriw) .UC- ( SR ) . 
(EASTERN) FIELD SPARROW ( SprzelL prrsihb) .A- ( PR ) . 
WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW ( h o d r i c b k  Eeaccophrys) .A- ( WR) . 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW Zonotric& dbicoliis) .A- ( WR) . 
( EASTERN ) FOX SPARROW ( P r l ~ s ~ e I b  &cs) .R- ( W R )  . 

I 
d 

LINCOLN'S SPARROW ( Mebspk timcokii ) .VR- ( M ) . One record 
May I, 1955 along Lick Creek. 

?, SWAMP SPARROW (Mdos9iza g o e r g h )  .R- ( WR) . 
SONG SPARROW { Mdospiaa mdodih) .A- ( PR ) . 

* . I  

'" 
Petermn's FjeU G~ide To The Ei~ds, second revised edition 1947, which 

;< used for reference Fwrth A. 0. U. Check List Of Nordb Amerdcrm B i d  (and 
the ninteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first supplements) used as reference. 

* 104 Union Street, Greenevil!*. 

+ ,  
e*, 
5,Tv , ' 
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Bird casualties At Smvrni .And Nashville ' ,?.. . 
Ceilometers, I, 395 .. 5 

by AMELIA R. LASKEY 

Cn the night of Szptember 24-25, 1955, more ohan I400 birds of 51 species 
were kill-d or injured as Scwart Air Force B a s e , S y t m ,  and a few at k ~ r y  
Field, Nashville. 

.>A 

After a week of warm weather with temperatures r w i n g  90 to 97 degrees, 
there was a sudden change on September 24. Rain @nd: hortherly winds pre- 
vailed, with temperatures for that day ranging from "3, to 68 degrees. When 
rainfall ceased in the afternoon, the cloud ceiling was:only 500 feet. 

From my previous experiences, it seemed very probable that there would 
be a conc~ntration of migrating birds at ceilometers, so I went to the Nashville 
airport. At 9:45 p. m. there were h lndreds fluttering rather high in  the beam. 
There was much doise made by a concentration of delapd arriving and depart- 
ing planes, which seemed to keep the birds fm the lower level. The cloud 
ceiling bad risen ro 2303-3000 feet after dark:, ' At 10:45 p. m. one of the 
American Airlines employees helped me to gath&about a dozen birds from the 
runway. When shown these, the Weather Bureag< -immediately turned off the 
ceilometer beam temporarily to allow the birds' & disperse. 

It was not feasibte so late at night to go ta Sewarr Air Force Base at Smyrna, 
about I0 miles south-east of Berry FieM. I phoned the Weather Bureau there 
at 11: 30 p. m., knowing that their ceilometer is quipped with a "hood or 
screen so that they can operate on the invisible ultra-violet beam, thus elimin- 
ating all visibIe light. Th: man at the phone investigated, said the birds were 
in the beam, and that they would use the hmd. 

. . The following morning, I went to Berry Field first, colIecting a few d d i -  
t i o d  birds, only 35 in all. Then I ,went on to Sewart Air For% Base The 
destruction there was appalling. T& "Weather Bureau men had been unable to 
operate the h d ,  probably due to lack of experience; it had been used sticcess- 
fully m: previous occasions. Th*z heavy sacks cgntained the birds gathered 
from the runways, and in addidos a large area wq the ceilometer, on drive- 
ways, a d  among the foundations and excavations of buddings under construc- 
tion, contained b t h  living and dead birds. A lieutenant helped me gather as 
manv as ~ossible. 

As on previous dissster cccasions, I sent a report and suggestions to Fred- 
erick C. Lincoln, Assistant to the Director of Fish and Wildlife Service,-Wash- 
ington, D. C. He took up the matter with the F~nragon and- the Weathet Bureau 
with gratifying results. : . :.:: :. ' 

Secretary of the Interior Dol~glas McKay r$g$i)$'brued a newspaper re- 
lease chat Air Force Bass east of the Mississippi hg$.e orders to use the &feen 
d.lring S2ptember and October .and whmzver necessary to protect migrating 
birds. Cammercial ceilometers are to be equipped with these screens. At N d -  
die, the screen has been installed at Berry Field. It operates sarisfactorily and 
eliminates all visible Light from the beam. 

Although it was not-possible ro,catch many of the numerous injured birds 
hopping about the Smyrna czilofieeer, .four survived to he banded and released: 
Olive-backed Thrush, 2; Tennrsset Warbler, 1; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, I. 
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As there were no different species at Nashville, the 35 collected there were 
not kept separed from the Smyrna group. h the Iarter group, 35 individuals 
were mashed m badly by vehicles for identification. The outstanding find was 
a Nelson's Shatp-railed Sparrow, the first specimen for Tennessee ( S x  Round 
Table note in this issw). Species with the highest Fount of casualties were, 
Tennessee Warbler, 206; Ovenbird, 187; Magnolia Warbler, 157; Olive-backed 
Thrush, 139; Northern Yellow-thtaat, 100. The three species heading this list 
also led in numbers of casualties at the Nashvik ~eilorneter in Oc&r 195 1 
and O& 1954 (MIGRANT 22 : 60 and MIGRAN 1 25 68). The list of 
casualties for 1955 foIlows: Pied-billed Grebe, 2; Virginia Rail, 1; Sora Rail, 1 1; 
Mourning Dove, 1; Nighthawk, 1; Yellow -bellied Flycatcher, 4; Acadian Fly - 
catcher, 2; AIder Flycatcher, 3; W d  Pewee, 5; Long-billed Marsh Wren, I ;  
Catbird, 77; W d  h h ,  9; Olive-backed Thrush, 139; Gray-daeeked Thrush, 
58; WiIlow Veery, 4; Whiteqed Vireo, 7; Yellow-throated Vireo, 16; Red-eyed 
Vitm, 74; Philadelphia Vireo, 25; Black and White Waxbler, 44; Worm-eating 
Warbler, 1; Blue-winged Warbler, 1; Tennessee Warbler, 206, Nashville Warb- 
ler, 3; Magnolia WarbIer, 1 57; Black-throated Blue Warbler,. 1 ; Myrtle Warbler, 
I; Black-throated Green Warbler, 23; Blackburnian Warbler, 5; Yellow-throated 
Wmbler, 2; Chestnut-sided Warbler, 33; Bay-breasted Warbler, 12; Prairie 
Warbler, 2; Palm Warbler, 12; Ovenbird, 187; Northern Water-thrush, 18; 
Kentucky Warbler, 5; Mourning Warbler, 3; Northern Yellow-throat, 100; 
Yellow-breasted Chat, 4; Wilson's WarbIer, I ; Canada Warbler, 5; Redstart, 55;  
Bobolink, 4; Scarlet Tanager, 10; Summer Tanager, 9; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
3; Indigo Bunting, 15; Dickcissel, 3; Grasshoppw Sparrow, 1; Nelson's Sharp- 
tailed Sparrow, 1 .  

1 52 1 GRAYBAR LANE, NASHVILLE 12, TENNESSEE. 

1955 Fall Migration Of Hawks 

Last fall the T. 0. S. underrook. its sixth consecutive study of the migration 
of hawks amas our state. The total count was about 700, including 53L droad- 
winged Hawks. This is the smallest total so far obtained. 

The weather had a depressing effect on the count. Starting Sept. 24 there 
were general rains and cloudiness in eastern Tennessee for the remainder of th? 
month The last two weeks of September usualIy provide the bulk of our records 
for Broad Wings, but this year the absence of observers in the field Sept. 19 
through 22, followd by inclement weather, can explain our faiIure to record 
this s k i e s  in larger numbers. 

The Wlilhowee, Unimi and Little Frog Mountains were investigatd dur- 
ing the last week of September and discovered, in spite of the discouraging 
weather, that this system of ridges northwest of thr Great Smokies is part of 
the migration route for Broad Wings and other hawks. 

The accompanying chart gives data, olwmers, localities, hours of obser- 
vation, wind direction and velocity, temperature, weather conditions and the 
count of all hawks reported. 

After the discovery that a particular location is on a route taken by Broad 
Wings in their flight southward it is still to be learned whether the Iocation 
witnesses the passage of this species in substantial numbers every autumn, most 
autumns, or only once or twice in a decade. It w d d  be interesting to have a 
record of the rota1 number of hawks observed from this location during the last 
half of September over a period of years and how this nmh varies from year 
to year, from day to day, and from hour to hour. 
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It is evident that the flights of Broad Wings observed in September 1950 
were of a different character from the migrations reported in THE MIGRANT 
in previous and subsequent years. The flights observed by William M. ohnson, 
Knoxville, by Stephen R. Russell, Abingdon, Va. by Elinor Pugh, and by the 
writer and others in 1950 were very spectacular, if not sensational. In 35 years 
of, admittedly casual, bird study the writer has seen such a mass of hawks on 
only one other occasion, in the spring along the south shore of Lake Ontario. 
Even without the possibility of recurrence of such flights the hawk count would 
have much to offer the T. 0. S. and its members in scientific and recreational 
values. 

It is appropriate here to express our appreciation of the thought, labor, and 
enthusiasm given to this project by Mr. Behrend during the past six years. 

KEY TO OBSERVERS 

W-Adele West, Chattanmga; &Fred Behrend, Elizabethton; G-J. B. 
Owen, Knoxville; R-Miss Jennie Riggs, Mrs. W. F. Bell, Nashville; C-Miss 
Riggs, Mrs. Bell, Miss Ruth Castles, Johnny Ogden, Nashville; Y-Howard 
Young, Kingsport; M S p e n c t r  hfeeks, Kingsport; N-Prcd Behrend, EIizabeth- 
ton, and Richard Nevius, Greenwille. 

KEY TO CHART LOCALITIES 

a x h a t t a n m g a  Area 
b-Elizabethton 1500 fr. 
C-Yellow Mts. 3600-5600 ft. (Hump, Yellow, Big Yellow Bald) Avery 

County, N. C. 
d-Holston Mt. ( McQueen Knob ) 3800 ft. 
e--Beech Mt. 5500 kt. 
f-DuPont Springs and Green Top, Sevier County, Tenn. 3000 ft. 
g-Millstone Gap Fire Tower, Blount County, Tenn. 2300 ft. 
&Little Rock Fire Tower, Blount Colmty, Tenn. 2650 ft. 

( f ,  g, and h are on the crest of Chilhowee Mt. j 
i<old Springs Fire Tower, Monroe County, Tenn. 4000 ft. 
j-Hemlock Knob, Monroe County, Tenn. 4032 ft. 

(i, j, and 1 are in the Unicoi Mts.) 
k-House Mt., 15 miles NE of Knoxville 2000 fr. 
I-Buck BaId Fire Tower, Polk County, Tenn. 
m-Sunset Rock on Rt. 70s in Nashville Area 1500 ft. 
n--Sassafras Knob Fire Tower near Ducktown, Polk County 3000 ft. 
*Round Bald, Grassy Bald, Low Gap, ali east of Roan Mt. 5500 ft. 
p--Lake Philiip Nelson, Carter County 3500 ft. 
q-Roan Mt. 6300 ft. 
r-Mendota Fire Tower, Scott County, Va. 
s-Beech Mt. { Pinnacle) ., Avery County, N. C. 5500 ft. 

. t-Eat End of Cross Mt., Carter and Johnson Counties 3600 ft. 
u-Bradley Gap (south of Hump Mt.) , Yeltow Mr., Big YelIow Bald 5000 ft. 
v-Big Bald Mt., Unicoi County, Tenn. and Yancey County, N. C. 

KEY TO WEATHER 

C-cloudy; F-fair; I-I-high; L-low; K-rainy; V-variabIe 
1434 WATAUGA STREET, KINGSPORT, TENN. 
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T h e  R o u n d  T a b l e  

FIRST SPECIMEN OF SHARP-TAILED SPARROW FOR TENNESSEE 
-A Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow ( A m ~ p $ z a  cawlacut4 neb o i  ) was found 
among the 1548 dtad birds of 5 1 species that I brought home from Sewart Air 
Force B w ,  Smyma, Tennessee immediateIy after the great bird-fa11 at the 
ceiIometer beam there on the night of September 24-25, 1955. The Air Force 
B w  is about 2i! milrs south-east of Nashvilie. 

A. F. Ganitr prepared the specimen and sent it to Dr. Herbert Friedmann, 
U. S. Nat i~nal  Musam, for verification of the race. It is now in Mr. Ganier's 
collection. He also has specimens taken in Alabama, Louisiana and South Caro- 
lina. Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sprrow breeds in the prairie provinces of Canada, 
south to South Dakota and western Minnesota In migration, it moves to the 
Atlantic Coast of so~~thern United States (R. T. Peterson, 1947, Field Guide 
to the Birds, p. 2.71 ). 

Although this is the first specimtn for Tennzssee, there are three published 
sight records for the specits. The fint of th3e ( A-rdubn Field Notes, 1953 
( 1 )  :7)  stared that L. R. Herndon and o t h ~ r s  hd s:en a Sharp-taiied Sparrow 
in the heavy snow in early November ( 1952) at Eliaabethton, Tennessee which 
was th: first record for that region. Recently I wrote to Dr. Herndon for more 
details, receiving the following reply, d x ~ d  March 13, 1956: 

"The Sharp-tailed Sparrow was observed by the writer alone on the after- 
noon of November 23, 1952. It was in a fallow field grown up with weeds near 
the Watauga River at the upper end of Sycamore Shoals and very near the 
western bw~ndary of the City of Elizabethton. About 8 inches of snow covered 
the ground, which completely covered the short grass and ground cover which 
made it impossible for the bird to get down in the grass and low weeds and 
disappear. The sun was shining brightly behind me while I studied it at close 
range through lox binocuIars and, at times, within such close range that I could 
not focus my binoculars on it. I watch4 it for fully 20 minutes and followed 
it through a distance of approximately 100 yards, as it hopped along in the 
snow or made short flights from weed to weed. A bright ochraceous-buff color 
was the predominating color of the breast, sides, wings, and on the sides of the 
head. No visible streakings were present on the breast or sides. The head stripes 
and back appeared somewhat brownish with the back feathers margined with 
buff. The contrast of the buffy color against the background of snow in the 
bright sunlight gave a very striking appearance of the bird." 

The second record was made October 25, I953 in Memphis when one bird 
was seen by George Peyton, Jr., Ben B. Coffey, jr., and others on President's 
Island ( T H E  MIGRANT 24, 84-85, 1 9 5 3 ) .  

3 

Another record of two Sharphiled Sparrows is reported by Ben B. Coffey, 
Jr., for Ocrober 9, 1954 and a single bird on October 11, 1954 by Harry Landis, 
Jr. and George Peyton, Jr. Th: 1954 records were also made on President's 
Island ( 1954 Mid-South Bird Nores 3 ( 5 )  : 1 1 ).-AMELIA R. LASKEY, I52 1 
Graybar Lane, Nashville 12, Tenn. 
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POSSIBILITY OF HARLAN'S HAWK NEAR CHATTANOOGA--0n 
December 27, 1954, in Birmingham, Alabama, the writer observed a large, 

- black-lmking buteo soaring over Vanderbilt Rd. Since it was a dark, sunless 
day, I thought it might be a Red-tail, but a closer approach and use of binoculars 
showed it to f i t  the description of a Harlan's Hawk. Immediately upon return- 
ing to Chattanooga 1 wrote Thomas A. Imhof, reporting the presence of a 
possible Harlan's Hawk. 

On Dec. 26, 1955, while working on the Christmas count, Mr. Imhof went 
to the Vanderbilt Rd, area with my report in mind and found a bird which be 
identified as a Harlan's Hawk. He made an unsuccessful attempt to collect it. 
I'm sure that I was more surprised than Mr. Imhof that the Harlan's Hawk was 
there for him to find. 

All this brings to mind an incident I have not previously reported because 
of the uncertainties involved. On April 12, 1953, Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Broley, 
my husband, and 1. went to Chickamauga Park, a few miles away in Georgia, on 
a field trip of several hours. The day was perfect and light conditions very good. 
I r  was &tween 9 and 10 a. m. when we pulled up to one o f  my regular stopping 
places where Red-tails are frequently e n .  A bird of that general size and shape 
was observed in flight, rarher high, and looking very dark, but it finally came 
close enough to give us a good look. Since I had never seen such a black-appear- 
ing hawk at that date, 1. was at a loss to identify it. Mr. Broley stated that if he 
were seeing it at Delta, Ontario, he would call it a Harlan's Hawk. 

Research in THE MIGRANT back to 1935 shows no record of this species 
in Tennessee, though there is a report of one collected in Bolivar County, 
Mississippi, by Merritt Vaiden. Walter Spofford expressed the opinion that 
several birds seen by him could have k e n  Harian's or Western Red-tails, but 
he favored the latter choice. 

AIthough the observation of April 12, 1953 was about five miles into 
Georgia, I feel that the possibility of a Tennessee record is of interest, and these 
remarks may serve to alert field workers to be on the watch for this rare species. 
-ADELE H. WET,  1625 S. Clayton Ave., S. E., Chattanooga 1 1 ,  Tennessee. 

RED CROSSBILL IN CHICKAMAUGA PARK ( GA. ) .--On Dec. I, 
1955, a familiar continuous "chip-chip" was heard overhead. The bird was in 
flight, and immediate use of binoculars showed dark red underparts. About 500 
feet away it perched, but as I walked toward the tree, it Ieft  and flew back over 
my h d .  Again I focused on it in flight and listened to the characteristic caIl 
of a Red Crossbill. I identified it as such, but noted it in my persona1 records 
as a rentative identification. A few weeks later, Thomas A. Imhoff of Birming- 
ham informed me that a sizeable fLck  reached Gadsden, Ala, about Dec. 1 and 
was still there. On January 21 we drove to Gadsden and easily located the flock 
by its voice. 

On Feb. 21, 1956, 1 heard the call in my prd ,  and finally located the feed- 
ing bird in the top of a pine. This individual was an immature male. Several 
times during the day it left that tree and flew to others in neighboring yards, 
returning each time ta the tree in which I first found it. It was not seen after 
that date.-ADELE H. WEST, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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A DICKCASEL V&TS NASHVILLE JN WINTER-February 5, an un- 
usual laoking bird was observed feeding on fine chick feed with a f l x k  of House 
Spatrows in our back yard about thirty feet from the dining rmm window. Ex- 
amination through a binocular showed it to be a male Dickcissel with yellow 
breast, black throat patch and rusty shoulders. He appeared to be in perfect 
fIying condition as he flew down to the ground or up to the hedge wirh the 
flock. Soon he began to follow other sparrows to the sunflower seed feeder. He 
would take a seed, fly to the ground and, unable apparently to crack the whole 
shell at once, cracked it in sections, putting the uncradced portion on the ground 
while he ate the kernel from the cracked portion. He was here again the 7th, 
8th, 9th, and 1 lth of February (It  was away from home the 6th and 10th). 
His feding p~ocedu~e was the same on those days as when first observed. 

( I  believe this is the second winter record of a Didccissel in Nashville. 
THE MIGRANT 2 1, 3 1, 1950 for first record) .-MRS. W. F. BELL, 2 10 Car- 
den Ave, Nashville. 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK'S NEST WITH SIX W G S  FOUND IN 
CEDAR TREE.-A pair of Sharpshinned Hawks (Accipibw. s t r i d u )  estab- 
lished two noteworthy records at basin Spring during the 1955 season by laying 
six eggs in a nest built in a cedar t r ~ e  ( J Y W + ~ J  virghimra). 

Several observations of a Shxp-shinned Hawk in the vicinity of previous 
nests led me to Imk for a 1955 nest on May 2. 1 heard low hawk-calls as I 
ciimbed the hill in the general arta In previous years nests had been found in 
pine (Pings uzrgA9t l l )  but search of th,- pines failed to reveal one. Finally a 
nest was Ioc~ted in a cedar and one of the hawks was standing on its rim. After 
a short interval the hawk flew silently away and did not return or give any 
distress call as I dirnhd the approximate 20 feet to the nest. - - 

Because limbs of cedar grow somewhat more acutely upward from the 
trunk than limbs of pine the M y  of the nest, built largely of pine twigs and 
against the trunk, appeared buIkier and somewhat more conical at the bottom 
than other nests 1 have seen but rhe contour of the top surface was the shallow 
depression of a typical nest sparsely lined with scales of pine bark. 

On May 2 the nest contained 3 eggs which did not feel warm. Egg-clutches 
of 2 nests found in other years in neighboring trees had nurnkred 5 so it was 
a surprise to find, May 15, a set of 6 eggs being incubated. Some time late in 
May Mr. A. F. Ganier photographed the eggs in the nest. The eggs were still 
unhatched June 1. On June 7 there were 3 fluffy, white, downy hawkletf, 1 
pipped, and 2 unpipped eggs. The baby hawks were neither fearful nor bellig- 
erent. When held dose to the ear at least one of them gave tiny, almost inaud- 
ible sounds. 

Close watch on developments was i m p i b l e .  Suffice it to say that aIl 6 
eggs hatched. Mrs. Amelia Laskey and Charles Hunt banded the 6 nestlings 
June 19. O n  that date they were still covered with down but showed various 
stages of development. One had primary and tail feathers showing well. They 
were still in the nest June 26. Though hawk-calls were heard the young birds 
were not observed in the area of the nest on July 2 (ARL, CH). On July 8 
Mr. Hunt saw what appeared to be a fd -pas s  to a young hawk in the air 
over the nesting area. 

Bent's Life Histories indicates that various species of pine are the trees 
most frequently chosen for nesting and that the usual egg-sets number 4 or 5. 
Bent says chat sea of 6 eggs have been reported for this species and that it has 
been recorded as buildng in cedar but each occurrence would seem to be rare. 
-KATHERINE A. GOODPASTURE, 9716 Ehod Rd., Kensington, Md. 
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T h e  S e a s o n  
MEMPHIS-Temperatures have been slightly below normal while precip- 

itation continued falling off as fall moved into winter. December rainfall was 
about one-fourth of normal; no change until a record snow of 5.2 inches on Jan. 
23 and 2 inches of rain on Jan. 29. The river stage, at an all-time low of -5.4 
feet, then climbed fast, to near fIood stage. Because of the latter, most Black- 
birds left the President's Island roost, apparently moving to the heronry sit:, 1% 
miles N W  of Marion, Ark. After the snow, yard species were in reducxl num- 
bers at Coffey Grounds-Rough-legged Hawks were seen only on our Count 
pbs a first at Moon Lake, Miss. on Jan. 2, by Dr. Harry WiIcox. A Short-eared 
Ow1 was seen Oct. 12 (BC) , perhaps attracted by the transients at the n:arby 
ceilometer, Memphis Municipal Airport. Oliver Irwin repcrrd one at Presi- 
dent's Island, Feb. 25 and 26, while 5 were flushed at the Union City airport, 
Mar. 18, by Alice Smith and Mrs. Coffey (LC).  Records were thus below the 
last two years, but L. B. Jones reported about 50 present at Minter City, Miss. 
between mid-December and February. On Oct. 8 1 noticed ten Franklin's Gulls 
circling above the river but moving downstream fast. This is our second Ten- 
nessee record. Resids the first record (THE MIGRANT 18-60-61, 1947) there 
is another published record, of apparently the same bird identified by two other 
parties separately and Iater by the writer, as a Laughing GuIl (IBID 22:30, 
1951). At the Island, 3 Bonaparte's GdIs were seen Nov. 19 (3C and 01, 
separately) ; from 3 to 4 were reported (01; George Peyton, Jr.) thru Nov. 26, 
and one Dec. 2 (01). In recent years only, we have listed the Fish Crow on our 
Ymas. Co-rnts but co*lldn't find one this year; I saw one, Dec. 18, at the N. 
BeIlevue dump. At the isIand roost, Aug. 20, Irwin saw 80 crows, some and 
possibly ail, Fish Crows, come in at dusk but eventually leave. Small numbers 
noted there Aug. I2 and 29 also (BC et d). 

Late Tree Swallows were: Nov. 12,-2 (OI) ,  20 (GP, Harry Landis, Jr., 
David Brown), and Nw. 20,-1 (01). A red-breasted Nuthatch was seen at 
homes, Oct  10 (GP) and Oct 15 ( Mrs. M. L. Toni). The Western Meadow- 
lark arrived at thc Penal Farm,-3 on Oct. 15 (BC); this was the usual num- 
ber except 12 on Ngv. 23, and abmr 18 heard each trip from Feb. 26. One at 
Woodstock, Dec. 26 Count, was the 4th away from tile Farm, and one near the 
ferry, Ashport, Mar. I8  (LC, AS, BC), was our first West Tern. record outside 
Sbzlby C-, lnry. Other firsts were: Hickory Flat, 1, Dec. 25 (BC) and 4 to 8 
Peb. 19 (LC and Mrs. Cleo Yancey) ; Holly Springs Experiment Station, 1, Mar. 
4 (BC, LC, AS).  Records of the Brewer's Blackbirds at the Farm were: 45 on 
Nov. 5 n-nt Nw. I 2 , 1 9  on Nov. 20,6 on Dx.  17, and none since. On Mar. 18 
we saw 70 near Cherry (Ft. Pillow road). A male Spotted Towhee (BC), Nov. 
19, between Raleigh and Bartlett, was the 2nd Tern. record; we couldn't find 
it on later dates. 

The Lapland Lon3spur wzs low at Memphis but record highs, 4 1 9 0  on 
the Lonoke, Ark. Count. Dec. 24, and 6000 {one flock! ) at Fletcher FieId near 
CIarksdale, Miss., Dec. 31. Sprague's Pipits and Smith's hngspur returned in 
1qw n*~mb:rs b ~ l t  ~racticallv disapprared in December. Tho Smith's showed at 
rF- papal Farm Nov. ?n onlv. -two fields. 12 and 6 ( 3rd season) ; at Field 2 1 
( W d s t o c k ) ,  35 on Nov. 19 (2nd casual). A frantic search, Dec. 17 and 18, 
yielded none biit at Pi-Id 21 I lllcked one up for the Count, Dec. 26, and I got 
up 2 on Jan. 2 I. The Sprague's arrived at the Farm Oct. 12 ( 2 ) ;  4 on Oct. 29, 
down to a wandering single on Dec. 17, reappearing at usuaI haunt Jan. 15 with 
1 or 2 ro dare (GP, Dl3 BC). 
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Purple Martins arrived much earlier than ever before. James Lancasrer 
sudd-nly noticed 2 p r s  at his box, the evening of Feb. 16 and reports that they 
remained, except for a very few early, colder days. His previous earliest, of over 
20 years, was on Feb. 26. One at Mrs. J. K. Speed's lmx, Feb. 17, and there was 
an unverified report at a box in Millington, Feb. 15. Altho Golden Plover ar- 
rived just over the line at Lakeview, Miss., 3 and 2 on Mar. 3 (GP, BC) and 
across the river in numbers, Mar. 11 ( BC, LC, AS), over 600 at Crawfordsville 
and small flocks near Marion, none was found at the Penal Farm Mar. 3, 10, 17. 
A Lesser Yellow-legs was at Lakeview Mar. 3, and 9 were with 2 Pectoral Sand- 
pipers at the Tupelo fish hatchery, Mar. 4 (BC). At Lakeview 75 Golden 
Plovers and I 1  Pectorals were seen Mar. 18 (GP, DB). Raymond F. Gray re- 
ports a Florida GaLlinule, caught in a city hedge, Mar. 19, given him at the Zoo. 
Mrs. C. E. J a m ~ s  reported 100 gulls moving north over her home in Whitehaven 
Mar. 1 1, and there were frequent reports of migrating geese in early March 
On the 18th at KeIler's near Halls, we saw 15 Snow Geese, 180 Blue Geese, and 
ducks resting; later, NE of Dyersbxrg, 2 Snows and 38 Blues over, and at dusk, 
neat RidgeIy, about 200, probably Blue G%se mostly. - La. Water-thrush re- 
ports have been: Lakeview, in Tenn., I on Mar. 18 (GP, DB),  Overton Park, 1 
on Mar. 20 and 2 1 (DB), and 1 near Pickwick, Tenn., Mar. 22, by Dr. Wendell 
Whitternore. - BEN B. COFFEY, JR., 672 N. Belvedere, Memphis. 

NASHVILLE-November 1955 was 3.1" below the normal average, and 
December was 2.1" below normal. Possibly this continued cold had influence 
on some species. Certainly the lack of hackberries caused by the severe freezes 
late in Mar. 1955 affected the Robin population which was at a low ebb Christ- 
mas and has remained so a11 the late winter. Rusty Blackbirds which have been 
absent and Redwings which have been scarce, are thought to have been so on 
account of the dry marshes last fall. 

Our fall migration dates, both for departing summer residents and arriving 
winter residents, a s  well as for migrants, were a b u t  average. However, some 
of our permanent winter residents have been conspicuous by their scarcity. In 
fact, on the whok our bird population this winter has seemed smaller than 
usual, as was indicated by our 1955 Christmas count. Of a total 77 species listed, 
44 were reported in smaller numbers, as Goldfinches, Towhees, White-throated 
Sparrows, Savannah Sparrows, Myrtle Warblers, and thee  species of w d p e c k -  
ers; 17 were reported in increased numbers qostly ducks but, interesting to 
note, also Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwings, Swamp Sparrows and Juncos. 

Some interesting winter ,records have been secured, Horned Grebes have 
been more numerous than usual, I having been seen in Dec., 1 in Feb., and I, 2 
or 3 on five dates in March ( C M W ) .  A f l d  of Black-crowned Ni$t Herons 
have wintered along the filrnkrland near Bush's Lake, the second successive 
winter-24-25 this vear, 77-18 last winter. They were first recorded there for 
the season Nov. loth, and have been seen frequently u p  to the present; this is 
the fourth year Short-eared Owls (a t  least 2 )  have wintered in Buena Vista 
Bottoms. 

Unusual winter visitors have been 1 Pigeon Hawk, Bush's Lake ( C M W )  ; 
1 Red-backed Sandpiper, Bush's Lake, first seen by Weise 10-21, again 21-29, 
12-27, and Last seen Jan. 14th wh-n the lake was almost completely frozen over; 
1 Dickcissel at 2 10 Carden Avenue (SMB) ( See Round Table). 
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A seemingiy Iate migration date for Canada G m e  was Mar. 14 when a 
flock of 50-60 was observed flying northwest (HM).  

Spring arrival dates are as follows: 1 Brown Thrasher Mar. 10 (BHA), 
(we had no Thrasher on Christmas Count as in '49, '53 and '54) ; 50 Chipping 
Sparrows were reported Mar. 1 (RW); Phoebes were reported moving into 
territories Feb. 20th; 1 Greater Yellow-legs was reported Mar. 3 by Weise, also 
4 Lesser Yellow-legs Mar. 13, 1 Solitary Sandpiper Mar. 18, 2 Purple Martins 
Mar. 15, 1 Louisiana Water-thrush Mar. 17. - Mrs. W. F. BELL, 210 Carden 
Ave., Nashville. 

CHAITANOOGA-Unfavorable weather with much rain kept local bird- 
watchers indoors most of the past winrer. However, a few events are worth 
mention. Horned Grebes were seen 3 times, and on Feb. 13 there were 8 in 1 
group; an American Egret on Nov. 20 was late; the Black-crowned Nighc Heron 
that roosts in a magnoIia tree every spring arrived Feb. 21, over a month early; 
a Duck Hawk was seen March 11 (after 3% years of watching) flying low to- 
ward the north; on Nov. 14, 195 5 (2 )  and Peb. 19 ( 1 ) the Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers were found again. These are the 4th and 5th observations of this 
family. Their presence in June, Aug., Nov., Dec., and Feb. indicate they are 
permanent residents in Chackamauga Park ( In  Georgia) ; scouting Purple 
Martins arrived Feb. 26, same as last year; Water Pipits have now been recorded 
each month from Oct. through Mar.; only an occasional Cedar Waxwing has 
been seen all winter-ingle individuals now seem to Ix scouting the eleagnus 
bushes to see if the fruit is ripe. 

Rusty Blackbirds have been evident in much larger numbers than previous 
winters. Purple Finches were scarce until about Mar. A group started building 
up then at my feeding station. On Mar. 9, 10, 11, and 12 about 100 were 
handed. Over 5 0 v  were back in the trap within that 4-day pe r id ,  some as 
many as 5 times. 

Species hard to find this winter were Myrtle Warbler, Winter Wrm,  Fox 
Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, and Brown creeper. The Brown Thrasher 
was less in evidence than usual. - ADELE H. WEST, 1625 S. Clayton Ave., 
S. E., Chattanooga 11. 

KNOXVILLE-The winter has been colder and wetter than those of re- 
cent years, but this had littIe apparent effect on the kinds and abundance of 
wintering birds. Likewise the migrations of fall and early spring have not been 
out of the ordinary. The following notes describe a few interesting items. 

The only large flocks of migrating geese reported from this area were seen 
nn Qctober 22: a flock of 225 and another of 150. With the larger flock, re- 
ported by Jimmy Tucker and Edward Manous, were 6 Snow Geese. Two unus- 
ual fall migrants were found by Joseph C. Howell on October 23; a Lincoln's 
Sparrow and a Nashville Warbler, the latter being four days later than the 
previous latest record. A11 other fall migration dates were within the range of 
dates of previous years' records. 

No wintering Pine Warblers were reported this year. Pine Siskins have 
been seen as usual in the Smokies, but the only Knox County report was for a 
flock of about five on lanuary 24 and 25.  Numbers of Evening Grosbeaks have 
been seen in the Smokies, Bit not any in Knox County this winter. Red Goss- 
bills have been unusual visitors to my house; on December 3 three individuaIs 
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came m the bird bath and drank, and six came on December 24, but since then 
only single Crossbills have been erratically present during Febru and the 7 fust week in Marck Crossbills have been reported only once before rom K o ~ x  
County (THE MIGRANT, 23:75, 1952). A few wintering Fox Sparrows have 
been reporred, some corning to feeding stations. Samuel R Tipm,  who has 
maintained a banding station for several years, has for the first time more 
White-crowned than White-throated Sparrows. Other persons maintaining feed- 
ing stations have not noticed any change in their numbers. 

An extremely early Purple Martin was seen on Feb. 19 on a T. 0. S. field 
trip; this immediately followed a per id  of warm and windy weather to the 
south of us. No other Martins were seen until abut  Mar. 4, when the news- 
paper carried accounts of Martins appearing at long-established houses.-JAMES 
T. TANNER, Department of Zoology, University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

GREENEVILLE-Fall obsemations include a Nighthawk Oct. 10, a Chip- 
ping Sparrow Oct.. 17, a Grasshopper Sparrow Oct 20. A Swamp Sparrow and 
Savannah Sparrows were seen Oct. 16 and Nov. 23, the first Whitecrowned 
Sparrows Oct. 20, a Fox Sparrow and two Winter Wrens Oct. 29. Pine Siskins 
were seen Nov. 6, Blue-winged Teal and Wood Dudcs Oct. 18, a W-s 
Snipe Nov. 12, a Woodcock Nov. 26, a Coot Nw. 26. A Hermit Thrush was 
noted Nov. 24, Dec. 27 and 29. A Brown Thrasher was seen Dec. 29 (Wemens) . 

An adult Bald bgle was seen Oct. 23 over Davy Crocken Lake and a 
Double-crested Cormorant w the lake. There Nov. 27 Darnells f d  a dead 
Double-crested Cormorant and a dead Fox Sparrow; nearby on the same date 
were two Iive Fox Smrows. In similar dense growth on Lick Lake sluice a Fox 
Sparrow was found Dec. 27. 

Two Wild Turkeys and eight Ruffed Grouse were seen on Cold Spring 
Mt. Nov. 20, just a b v e  the Round Knob parking area was a Brown 'hasher. 

At their feeding table the Darnells had in Dec. and Jan. a gray Blue Jay, 
one lacking the typicd black markings. A Kingfisher repeatedly v i s i d  the 
heated water supply maintained by the Dale Parks, traveling a considerable 
distance from the nearest stream. 

Frequent rains since late January and c q u e n t  f l d i n g  of creek h- 
toms have attracted birds. Three Great Blue Herons, seen singly on R w i  
Fork during early winter, were noticed since mid-Janu as a c l o s e 1 y - ~ a  7 3 
group. Seven Wood Ducks temporarily joined a f I d  o domestic ducks Jan. 1. 
A Wilson's Snipe was seen Feb. 8, a Coot m Rcming Fork Mar. 4-10 and 
another on a Mohawk pond Mar. 4 (Johnny Mac Carter), a lesser Yellow-legs 
Mar. 10. On Mar. 1 1 ( T. 0. S. field trip) on Davy Crodcett Lake 75 Ring- 
necked Ducks, 2 Coots, and a Pied-billed Grek were seen. At the same place 
Mar. 17 Darnells saw many Ring-necked Ducks and Mallards. Mallards, Shovel- 
lers, Blue-win& Teal and Baldpates were on a temporary Lick Geek pond 
Mar. 18, and W d  Ducks were on the creek. 

Red-winged Blackbirds had increased in numbers by Feb. 7. Ocher spring 
arrivals are these: Chipping Sparrow Feb. 27, Swamp Sparrow Mar. 11, a Brown 
Thrasher Mar. 23, BIue-gray Gnatcatcher Mar. 28. Pipits were present Mar. 17 
(Darnelk). 

One Dove nest was nearly complete Mar. 5; incubation was in progress in 
another Mar. 18. Carolina Wrens, Bewick's Wrens, Bluebirds, and Titmice are 
nesting - MRS. RICHARD NEVIUS, Route 1, Greeneville. 
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KINGSPORT-Two Pigeon Hawks were observed flying over Reedy 
Creek Feb. 25 by Mrs. Switzer. She also reported a Blw-headed Vireo on Mar. 
13. Our earfiest previous record was Mar. 19, 1955. Geese have been shot this 
wintei by hunters on both Patrick Henry and Bmne lakes. 

No fall flights of Broad-winged Hawks were seen here, altho frequent ob- 
servations were made around the slopes where flights were seen in 1950 and 
1951. 

The Osprey has become scarce in this erea Only one bird was shot at the 
fish hatchery during the past year. No record is kept of the shoot, but within 
recent years it has been between 5 and 10 or perhaps more each year. The same 
wend appears in the hawk m t .  In previous years the lowest number of Os- 
preys reported was 6, but only one was counted in the fall of 1955, and this 
observation was made near Nashville. 

W e  reported Palm Warblers on our C h r i s m  Census this year for the first 
time. Subsequently winter reports have been made by H. S. Young. There is 
also an unusual abundance of Myrtle Warblers. The little wave of migrating 
Fox Sparrows which we have observed previously in late wintet went unnoticed 
this y m .  - THOMAS W. FLNUCANE, I434 Watauga Ave., Kingsport. 

ELIZABETHTON-The late fall and early winter were rather dry with 
only 1.8 and 1.35 inches of precipimtion in Dee:. and Jan res@vely. Most of 
the precipitation during Jan. was in the form of snow, which persisted through- 
our the month. Feb. had 6.28 inches of rainfall and & first half of Mar. con- 
tinued at about the same rate. Although the minimum ternperawe is frequently 
lower ( 14°F.) than during the past winter, the average t e m p r a m  was only 
slightly lower than for the past few winters 

The passerine bird population for the area appears to have been about nor- 
mal with a few species less abundant than usual, as the Cedar Waxwings and 
the northern finches. Wintering water birds were scarce until recently, possibly 
because of the extremely low water level of our T.V. A lakes. The first Red- 
headed W d p c k e r  in Carter County for several years & reported by Frank 
Ward on Mar. 17, near MiUigan He a h  reported a Rough-winged Swallow 
Mar. 18, which was five days earlier than wr earfiest record. Lynn &egg, our 
new publisher of 'ZSIE MIGRANT, reported the arrival of a pair of Purple 
M a i n s  at his bird houses about 2:30 p. rn. Mar. 13. This was eighteen days 
later than their earliest arrival date here. A f l x k  of Water Pipits ( 30) was re- 
ported by Dickie H u g h  Mar. 7. Pine Warblers again wintered in the area. 
Rusty Blackbirds and Brewer's Blackbirds were reported Feb. 25 by Roby May 
and thee Brewer's Blackbirds were observed at close range by Howard P. Lang- 
tidge and L R.H. Mar. 18 - L RH.  
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B o o k  Rev iews  

ATTRACTING BIRDS TO YOUR BACKYARD. By W I U I ~  J. 
BEECHBR. AU-Pej Books, k c . ,  P. 0. Box 15 1, Fosd dxc b, Wisc. 63p. $1. 

The content of this b k  can be told from the following list of chapter 
headings: Backyard Improvement, Faod and Shelter, Speaking of Birds, Ataacr- 
ing Birds in a Subdivision, Suburban Birds, Attracting Birds to City Backyards, 
Luring Park Birds, Attracting Birds in Winter. 

Each of these subjects is treated in a general and rather diffuse way, with 
some suggestions as to things to be done that wilI attract birds, and in several 
of the chapters, brief descriptions of the kinds of birds that might be found in 
a subdivision, suburb, etc. A person who has aIready had some expwience with 
birds and in feeding and attracting them will find little new in this book. It 
would be useful tb a beginner, and expwienced birders might find it a ~uitable 
gift to a person just becoming interested in the subject. - JAMES T. TANNER. 

WOODLAND BIRDS. By PHYLLIS BARCLAY~SMITH. P e h w  lBmh;- : 
Imc., 3300 Clipper MiLl Road, Bahmare 11, M q M ,  95c. 

This little book might be of interest to anyone who likes to coI1ect bmks 
on birds or to myone desiring to learn something about the commoner wood- 
land birds of Britain and western Europe. It begins with some general remarlts 
on woodland birdIife, and then describes in non-technical language sixteen 
speci;a of birds inhabiting woods. The last part of the h k  consists of sixteen 
plates, each illustrating one species. These pictures are in color, and altho small 
( about four by seven inches), are very attractive. - JAMES T. TANNER. 

THE BIRD BOOK. A Piclure 0 ib~na of Americm Birds by Leote AIC~IIS~YI 
Hawman, M. A., Ph. D. Pubizshed by Arco PdIisbkg CO., New York. $2.50. 

Dr. Hausman received his Ph. D. at Cornell University. He has since joined 
Rutgers University where he teaches Zoology and Ornithology in Douglass Col- 
lege. During his 41 years of teaching expience he has written many books 
on birds and nature. 

The present volume is the result of his conviction that a knowledge of 
bird families wouM be of benefit to the snldent Fifty-nine bird famiIies are 

here, with an illustration of the best known representative of m h ,  
This introduction is a stepping stone to species identification through the 
medium of 362 black and white illustrations, a complete description of the 
bird ~resented, its scientific and popular names, its behaviour, and habitat. 

In addition there are 16 pages of selected Audutmn bird prinrs in full 
color, and a g o d  index. 

Tho this book is slightly larger than the "Pocket Guide" books used by 
some Ornithological students, the excellent illustrations serve as a vduable 
a i s t  co identification of birds in the field, and is a fine addition to the bird 
student's library. - LAWRENCE C. KENT. 
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T m ~ ~ e e  Ornitbolopcal Society 

Annual Dues, $1.50, including subwiption. Library and out-of-State 
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E d i t o r i a l  
Arknnwledamenr and commendatinn is due and is hereby made for the 

@m&d job p e r f 4  by my h m e d i a ~  p d m .  He h held the job 
longer and thereby pu~ksned more pages ( I 3 r J or 'l'HE M I G W ' T  than any 
other incumbent to thls office. The T.O. S. as a whole owes a deep debt of 
gratitude for the professional manner in which the work was pformed.  A11 of 
my predecessors have set a high standard of excellence for me to follow. This 
will make the job easier for me, as I have their product to serve as a guide. 

You, the membership, have provided the bulk of the material for publica- 
tion, which you will continue to do. As Mr. Ganier pointed out at the annual 
meeting of T. 0. S. in Nashville on May 7, 1949 in his talk entitled: "Some 
Things Yet ro be Learned about our Tennessee Buds" (THE MIGRANT 20: 38, 
1949) there is scarcely an order of birds that he did not list, about which there 
is still a Iack of information. The list was sufficiently comprehensive to permit 
any member to select an individual species for investigation and study without 
encroaching upon the field of another m e m k .  There are still interesting facts 
to be learned about mast common birds as, for example, distributions, migra- 
tions, nesting and other habits. Occurrences which were considered rare only a 
few years ago take place with almost predictable regularity now. These possi- 
bilities are being mentioned to encourage all of our membership to bgin work- 
ing on a project for future pubhation. This applie particularly to our non- 
contributing members. Select some subject in which you are es-y interested 
and kgin collecting and organizing your information. Make a detailed outline 
of the work you p r o p  to carry out and then carry it out as best you can. You 
will not be able to adhere strictly to an outline but it is far better to have one 
and not stick to it than to have none at all In caw you need &stance with a 
project, I am sure that many of our thmughly experienced m e m k s  would be 
glad to assist you and act as a consultant, if you would call upon them. 

My motive for this suggestion is ro provide an adequate supply of g o d  
material for future issues of THE MTGRANT. Two or thtee articles of a few 
pages length each should be available for each issue. It would be of great assist- 
ance m me if I knew that such material was in preparation and when it miqhr 
be ready for publication The pal' '9 of the new editor will not deviate greatly 
f- those of the port. THE MI& will be what you make it and ir is my 
sintere hope that I can live up .6  th&$mdards set by my predecessors and that 
our ~sociations in this venture will & satisfying to all concerned - L. R. H. 
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