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TIB[E BREEDING HERON8 OF -SEE 
By A L B m  F. GANIF;R 

Because of thetir retiring disposition, highly speciaified requirements, 
and localized dMribution, ~ c h  1- is known of herans than of mast 
other b W ,  Oi the ten species of herons found in North America, seven 
are to be found nesting in Tennessee at the present time, and since f e w r i b  
has been especially interested in these thru the years, some of Ms o m -  
mtims and exgerimces are offered under the species headings whrich fol- 
low. The other We, viz, the Great Whjte H e m  of fhe Florida Keys, the 
Fkddlsh Egret, and the Louisiana Heron, are Gulf mast species and, except 
k r  the latter, are not likely to be recorded in Tennessee wen h the go& 
breeding season migrations of late summer. Our only record of the last men- 
tioned is of m e  recorded by Ben B. C o w  near Memphis on July 18, 1948. 

While the series of artificial lakes that have been mated by dams along 
our large rivers in recent mrs w l d  seem Hcely lm increase We number of 
b e d s  at lherse colonial n- M s ,  the mrdtions have apparently nd 
developed. AU heronries now known to exist were in use prior to the arti- 
add lakes or are at  points where none were created. Clean shorelines a d  
fluctuating levels do not produce the food required by most herons for the 
raising of their young. Instead, they prefer the wooded swamps, the sluggish 
streams and the natural shallow maMy lakes where aquatic life fs more 
stable and more nearly to be counted on during the nes- season. 

For convenient reference, &e accompanying mag h a  hen  prepared to 
show locaiion of the heronries and these are nu- to facilitate reference 
in the text. It is qutte probable that additional heronries exist, espedally 
those of small size and in the western part of the state. Among thwo shuwn, 
Qhe a- heromi= at numbers 5, 6 and 7, at Lake Obion, Open Lake, anct 
Mud-Worn Lakes, were not found but are undoubtedly present in the sur- 
rounding swamps because Great Blue Herons and American Egrets are 
present lin numbers a l l  during the nesting season. 

WARD'S GREAT BLUE: HERON (Ardea heradk wardi)-No nesthg 
colonies have as yet been found eastward from the western bend of the Tern- 
esme River, nor have suitable areas existed for their estabIishment. That part 
of the State is IiW. well drained, and only small marshes exist. The most 
noted heronry in the State is "Cranetown" (2) which is located in the flooded 
fv& adjoining ,Xhe mubhwest margin of Reelfoot lake. It was my plea= 
to discover this great heronry on May 20, 1921, on a special trip made for the 
purpose, and since that time it has been visited by hun- of ornithologiste 
from far and near. The nests were built high in the old cypress h e s ,  
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from 70 to 90 feet above the water in which they stood, and as we11 as 
I could estimate by climbing to the tops of several trees, there were ap- 
proximately 300 nests of the Great Blue Heron and 100 of the Double- 
crested Cormorant. My next visit was on May 29 and 30, 1932, at which 
time I =ha ted  300 nests of the Great Blues, 200 Cormorants, 450 of 
the American Egret and 50 of the Water Turkey, the Iatter two species 
having come in in the meantime. A visit on May 28, 1933, showd that 
12 pairs of  Black-crowned Night Herons had added their presence and 
were nesting at mid-levels. An earlier Reelfaot heronry, located at the 
Kentucky line (I), was visited by me on April 26, 1919, at which time 
there were 125 nests of the Great Blues and 75 of the Cormorants. This 
colony had formerly been used also by American Egrets, but they had 
been "shot out" by plume hunters some years before. When revisited in 
May, 1932, it contained only 13 nests: 11 of Great Blues and 2 of American 
Egwts. During subsequent years the ,nearly fledged young in this colony, 
especially the Connorants, were shot for ure as bait by market fishermen, 
so during some years the colony faded out completely. 

Turning now to the valley of the western bend of the Tennessee river, 
three heronries have been in existence for many years. The most north- 
erly (8) was at  Sulphur Well swamp in the Big Sandy River bottom 
and was described by Alfred CIebsch and the writer (1942). I had located 
the herons here in 1935 and when h e  heronry was visisted in the spring 
of 1937, it was found to have about thirty nests of Great Blues and 
several nests, not yet in use, of what were believed to be Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons. On June 20, 1942, bhe colony was still intact, with- 
out apparent increase and one of the Yellow-crowns was seen. AU the 
n& w e E  in the tops of tupelo trees and averaged fiflty f ~ t  above the 
knee-deep water of the swamp. During the following winter the T.VA 
cleared all of the trees from bhe site to make way for  flooding the valley 
for reservoir purposes and Che herons moved to a new location (9) a few 
fniles westward. This was described by Eugent Cypert (1949) who on 
a visit on May 28, 1949, believed there to be about 100 nests, all of the 
Great Blues. This heronry was similar to the one it succeeded. 

At the mouth of Duck river (10) there had existed for many y m  
a good sized heronry in a wooded swamp in the wide Tennessee River 
bottoms. This too was cleared off in 1943 and the herons established a 
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new breeding colony (11) in a small grove of young cypress a few miles 
eastward. These stood in fairly deep water during nesting season. The 
writer, wibh Mr. Cypel-t and others, vidited this colony on April 3, 1949, 
md estimated that here were 350 nests of the Great Blues and 150 of 
American Egrets. W e  paddled our boats about under the trees to see ii 
any other species were nesting but found none. However, in some dead oaks 
standing in water several hundred yards away, there were about 100 nests 
of the Double-crested Cormorant. Several hundred acres of bottom land 
behind the levees here become and remain submerged until they are 
pumped out in late May and this condition has so greatly increased the 
s ize  of the colonies that they now rank second only to Reelfoot's "Cranetown". 

Further southward armther colony of Great Blues was found by the 
writer on May 30, 1026, in the Tennessee River bottoms of Hardin ~lunty ,  
about two miles southeast of Pittsburg landing (12). This was Iocated in one 
of a d e s  of wuoded s l o ~ ,  grown up with bushes, cypress, and other W. 
There were 20 nests of this species and in nearby t r e e s  there were 3 nests 
of Yellow-crowned Night Herons. Of the Great Blue nests, 17 were built 
near the top of a large old cypress and three more were in an adjacent and 
srnder -. These herom had nolt been "shd up" so were quite Unwary 
and remained in the tree as I stood beneath it. The nests contained young 
of various sizes and the ground beneath was heavily covered with cham 
excreta. I did not revisit the locality until May 1848, at which time I watched 
herons going into the slough and assume this colony remains static, since 
feeding and other conditions remained unchanged. 

If in future this species is found nesting in East Tennessee, it is most 
like4 that they wilI be found to be this subspecies pushing its range U p  the 
Tennessee valley, rather than the smaller, darker race, A. h. berodins, pion-- 
ing southward. 

AFAERICAN EGRET (Casmerodius albus egrettal-Here is a species that 
h s  effeoted a remarkable come-back from fie d a ~ ~  when it w ahnod 
exterminated by pIurne hunters, for during the past 30 years it has reentered 
Wnnessee and is now nesting reguIarly. Z t  has also begun to nest again in the 
states north of the Ohio river. On my first visits to the Reelfoot heronries, 
f Dl9 and 1921, #ere was not a single Egret in either. By 1932, there were 
approx-ly 450 of iheir nesb in "Cranet~wn'~ (2) and were also 
grwrent hi the smaller colony at the Kentucky line. They have maintained 
their numbers on Reelfoot Lake and enlist so much interest fmm VISitorS 
that Iocal hunters and fishemen no Innger mIest Wern. A few *of them may 
be seen regularly ohrrlng spring at Open Lake (5) in Lauderdale Co., and 
at Mud and H m  Lakes south of Memphis ( 6 )  and d m b t l ~  comprise a full 
share .of the as yeP urdound heronries adjohimg fise lakes, Perhaps the 
most pleasing new outpost of this come-back k their joining with the Great 
Blue bo augment the herony kwated where Duck river flows into the Teh- 
nessee (11). On fie previously mentioned visit of April 3, 1949, Mr. Cpgert 
and .he  writer estfmated that of the 500 heron nests in use there, app~ox- 
inately I50 were those of this Egret. Some further dew may be had' bg 
referring to &e remarks undm Great Blue Heron, a species wit$ which the 



Egrets seem q d e  congenid. At Reelfoat, it was mted that the Eg& nests 
we= made of willow twigs and were not placed far fmn the cmbr of Qbs 
Ertes. By way of comparison, tbe Great Blues' nests ware made of dur&h 
cypress twigs, were pIaeed well out on the limbs and often lasted for mrs. 
The latter are first bo lay and many of their n ~ t s  wIlI have ycrung bsio* 
the bulk of the Egretx have begun to incubate in late April. There i s  a 
marked post-nesting season wanderfnS of these Egrets and they are reported 
each year in nearly all of the Eastern states during late July and August. 

SNORT EGRET (Letrcophosx thub t h n l a ) a e  of the m d  p l e m t  
surprises of the 1950 nesting season was thart of extending the present bred- 
ing range of this little white egret northward Into Tennessee, horn a point 
sixty miles south of Memphis where Ben B. Coffey reported it nesting at 
Moon Lake (1943). This Tennessee hemnry (4) is mmpmed almost entirew 
of this species and of the Little Blue Heron and is located a miIe east of tht 
village of Ridgely, eight miles south of Reelfoot 'Lake. J m e  L. Nommm of 
Dgersburg had told me of  some LittIe Blue Hemns nmting here the ~nar 
beiore, SO on May 19, 1950, I visited the site and found a heronrp quib 
Werent from any I had seen before. Because of density of nests and heav 
foliage, a close estimate was not possible, but the= were bet- 700 and 
1000 ne& in the relabively low trees. About 90% of fhese were of the Litm 
B l u ~  and 10% (70 to 100) were of the Snow Egret. In the center of the 
colony two Black-crowned Night Herons were seen sitting on their nests 
hi& in the willows, and several hundred feet away, four nests of ' e  Green 
Herun were found. This heronry m p i e s  a swampy area of about twelve 
a m ,  covered with low bees and td~ickets and may  the center of wMeh is 
a long, shallow, twu acre pond in which thorn and willow t r e ~  grow. Flank- 
Prig the pond are thickets of ironwood trees covered with vines, as well a~ 
other growth. The heronry was unusual in that  this small haven was enttrely 
snmunded with thousands af acres of well-tilled cotton fields in which 
many -em were ploughing and working bhe crops. The hemm flew back 
aohd PrrrOh to their d i h t  f d b g  grounds, along small bayuw and llfkle 
a ~ a n p e  or perhaps bo shahw I m ' e  Lake, a few mil- nofinard, ~MIOU~ 
noticing or being noticed by the mrkem. I learned from pmple who lived 
in two dwellings a few hundred yards away that the birds had used the 
place for y m .  The knee-deep pond, which goes dry in late summer, was 
studded with them (honey l w t )  trees a w t  h t y  feet hi* and it was 
in this watm pmtedted area that the first n& had begun bo lay. M d  
of the bees held several nests and na this area became mwckd,  late nestem 
began building or repairing old nests about the edge of the pond, in 
eovedmg an area about 150 by 300 feet In extent T 3 e  *om trea nests 
contained young, from one to ten days old. The water and gmund under 
these trees was Uttered with the shells of eggs that had hatehed. The imn- 
wood trem had broad, thick tops and some contained a dozen nest& avemdnx 
h e  feet above the ground. These held four or five e m ,  some Mng fresh. 
The two WFS mingled their nests together and there was Uttle to dlff- 
erenW them except the slightly smaller size of the of the mt. The 
latter, as they s t u d  by their nests, frequen* mised their aigrette drrmss 
fw &splay. All the heromy were nests of the Brol3PeB Gmd~b, some 



wen tduEhlng nests of the herons. There were about 100 of these and nearly 
all examined held fresh eggs. AImg the road within a few n d h  of W e p ,  
a dozen American Egrets wen? seem and these probably have a s d  heronry 
near, perhaps with Great Blues, for Reelfoot's "Cranetown", ten milea north, 
w d d  seem too far. 
, LITIZE BLUE HERON (Florida mmaIea caernlmI-The only kgc 
nesting colony (4) of these bk& known b me In the State 9 that &o 
occupied by the precedhg species, and which I believe is sufffcientlg 
daeribed just above. It might be added that as I approached the h-, 
a number of Little BIues were in an adjacent weed patoh, picking up and 
breaking off dead weed stems to carry to unfinished nests. One of these 
was a year-old bird whose plumage waa nearly whibe. AU others of thh 
sped- were in mature solid blue plumage with maroon colored n e c b  
Their b h  ah this seamn are conspicuously blue, of an indigo shade. The 
only other place I have found this hemn to breed is at Reelfoot Lake, swDs 
miles n&hW&Pd. Here, on May 25, 1919, I encountered a n e  mlwrg of 
a dozen pair aIong the a n d  a mile south of the lake (3). The n& ware 
built in i w ~  Iarge willow bees and heId young several week old at the 
W. Previcrualgr, on May 1, 1919, I m e  a m  a gmup of iive in the 
swamp ah W nmth end of ~e Lake and feel sum there must have been 
a mafl colony nearby. So far as 1 aan find, a m  tbe m d  
nwtherb b- g o h b  for $bh d m .  

EASTERN GR33EN HERON (Butorld- v i r e ~ m  viresoens)-m 
well d m u t e d  all over the State, this is the best lawwn of all our her- 
It is not often coIanfal in irts n ~ t h g  habits although sometime8 as m a w  
as a half dozen pair will nest wether where f-g wndltions are god.  
Much more often there is only a singIe nest in a locality and this may be 
as much as a mile from its regular M n g  ground. Et  ig a habitant of dl 
the major and Iesser rivers of the State as well as the lakes, creeks, and 
such few marshes as we have. Negts in woods and along stream are some- 
tltmes thinty feet above the ground while those in button-bush m d w  
are usually only a few feet above the water. The avemge height k about 
twelve feet. 1 have m s i o m l l y  found bhem nesting in pbm and cedar& 
'Ib nests are carehdy constructed of well chosen twigs end last thru 
m c c e d a  winters. They are eto thin howwer that &e five blue (sane 
times four ur even six) can often be seen from the ground beneath. 
Watching a Green Hemn wbile it is feding is an inte-g experience 
for every small aquafic creature that mwes is CEeftIy captured and often 
nath the m o d  cIownIsh maneuvers. In THE MIGRANT for SegL I9S9, 
Dr. ATthur M c M m y  has an interesting amount of one which he kept 
k Q pet for some time dter mendkg Its 'broken whg. The avmm date 
of first spring arrhvals at Nashville is April 7. 

B L A C K - C R O ~  NIGHT' HERON (Ng- agd- horotIt)- 
m o u *  wldely distributed over North Amcria durlng %he brseding m- 
m B h i s u s r r a l l y c O l o n I a l n ~ s g e d e s h a s s o ~ b e e n d w u l d ~ & ~  
three IucatiKlns in Tennessee. Because of being notturnat h its feeding 
habib W a n  emfly ov~11mked and them are probably as ye& llaiwnd 
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colonies. It was first found nesting at Reelfoot Lake, in the   crane town'^, 
when on May 28, 1933, I counted a dozen of their nesb. These were built 
onIy fSken to twenty feet above the water and were placed in young 
ash and swamp mapIes. They had evidently come in quik lately fir the 
nests held fresh eggs whereas the nests of the other herons, high up in the 
t r e e b p s  above, we're filled with young. They continued to be found there 
by myself and others in subsequent years. On Mv 19, 1950, I found two 
birds of t h i s  species mmpying nesrts in the Ridgely heronry, eight mileg 
south of Reelfoot (4). T h i s  heronry i s  described under , ~ s  section wwring 
the Snowy Egret. 

I had hardly expected ta find a nesting colony in Middle Tennew 
so wxs most agreeably surprised to 1-k one just four miles m W 6 d  
of tihe Nashville courthouse (13), on April 7, 1950. The site was a cedar- 
clad hillsi* a mile north of the Cumberland River and a few hundred 
feet south of White's Creek. The nests were f m  I00 tu 200 feet irom 
a public mad but were well hidden among the upper branches and fdhp 
of large cedars. Later nests were built in deciduous trees. There wen? 
twelve to fifteen nests In all, some completed, some old ones being repaired, 
and m e  mw ones being built. As I entered the hmonrg, all of the birds 
left and flew fnh other cedars a iew hundred feet away so I seated MWeli 
gartly hidden to await their return. Two neighboring Crows flew in about 
five minutes later and this brought the nesting herons back at once to 
guard their eggs, for Crows are their great& enemies. Those with e m  
a e t W  on or beside their nests while the others flew about, bw- off 
dead twig% or else stealing twigs from old end as yet unclaimed nests. 
Bef- leaving, I climbed the largest cedar and on examining W four 
nab it contain& I found them to bold 4, 3, and 1 eggs r m M v e I y ,  
with one empty. OnIy two other nests had eggs as yet and I was a UfAk 
surprised at their nesting so early. Inquiry of the g- owner, W. 2. 
Fontaine, mvealed that the birds had been neg@ng there hr at least four 
years and &at although they would become nois~r enough bker on b 
awake the family at night, he was in- in their gwtedion. Late 
one evening in June, I h k  a position from which I could watch the herom 
leave for their feeding grounds. It was well past sunset, in fact nearly 
dark whm *e &st b i d  left, uttering a marse squawk ets it did so and 
headed up the WIxlte's Crek valley. They left by ones, twos, and three$ 
at hintervals during the next fifteen minutes after which it was too dark 
to see the remaining ones, and they flew off in several directfons. Wishing 
.to a s c d i n  their time of spring arrival, I visited the place on March 16, 1951, 
and found that four of the birds had already come in, They were nappbg 
dn the larg& d a r  and the mall amount of excrement on the ground 
indicated that they had mly  been there a day or tw. Thsre was etlll some 
snow an the ground, the remains of a six in& fall four days prwiow. The 
old nests had come thnr the winter In good shape, despite the severe iw-sbbtm 
of February,d there were about twmty of them. I have seen time birds 
on &he French Broad River ahw Knoxville in early m y  and have reason 
to Mieve that ma11 colonies exist in that W a .  The many little 
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islands mated by the power dam lakes in East should rnake 
ickal n&hg sites for them. 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON (Nyc- vlolaoea). This 
dis~dly southern species occurs in Tennessee at nearly if not quite the 
norhwly limit of its breeding range. Et is an uncommon specie8 of mbher 
solitmy habb and quite particular as to its choice for a summer heme. Its 
preference is for a swampy woodland in which there are M o w  lakes, 
pools, or win-, sluggish streams, where water may be counted on at 
l& mtil late summer. Instead of a~ociating with others of its kind, i t  
prefers the @ompaw of such swamp loving denizens a9 Prothonoky and 
Swahson's Warblers, raccoons, snapping turik, mosquiODes, W r o a  and 
cottonmouth moccasins. Such swamps are found at intervals in 'die booms 
of -the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers and along Ohe courses of many 
of the sluggish rivers in the wastern part of the State. I found the first 
Tennessee n#b of t h i s  species an May 30, 1926, when three of their nwB 
were found adjacent to a small colony of Great Hues, This site was near 
the east bank of the Tennesse River in Hardin Comty (12) and is W r i b e d  
more fully under the section covering G m t  Blue H e m .  The nests were 
built frorn forty to fifty feet up, on the lowest branches of swamp-ash trees. 
They were conskucted on harizontal limbs at f m  eight to ten feet out 
h.om ftrunB, it& being kypM for Ohis species. One nest oontahed four 
eggs well advanced in incubation, another held young ten days dd, and the 
third I did not c h b  to. In the first nest, me male was incubating and did 
not fly until I clapped my hands beneath the bee. At the second nmt, a 
parent was sitting upon it with me young while the other parent stood two 
feet away. A parent flew from the third net.  

These birds n s t  sparingly about Rwlfoot Lake, where W. R. Spofford 
flushed one from a nest on Otter Bash, May 17, 1942. I eaw two about &e 

on May 30, 1932, and on the following day I observed one as I cmsed 
the O W o n  river near GiWs, thirty m i k  eastward With omem I have 
obswwd it in one of the Cumberland River swamps near Ashland City 
and in Mingo swamp near Franklin, Tern., m dab that would indicate 
nesting, I have mentioned above its presence at the Sulphur Well herow* 
near Paris (8). 

As though Q give m e  a "break" in rehun for more &War& and toilsome 
searohw, three pair came to Nashville to nest in 1949, settlhg in a four acre 
woods fIanking the five acre Buena Vista massh (14). This w s  just north 
of the city bn&, in a broad river bottom close bo the Cumkland. While 
smrching these woods on May 3, I sbrtled several large bMs fmm vine- 
clad water maples and hoking upward, perceived two nesb ten feet @part. 
By waihing about a few minutes, I saw them return and readily id*& 
Ilhem. Climbing a nearby tree, I saw that the nests held eggs so left promptly 
fn order not to discourage their pioneering. BePore leaving the woods 
however 1 mught and found the nest of a pair of noisy Cmws and removed 
the d young from it lest their parents be tempted to feed'them on heron 
eggs. Several days bier I direuted several of our NasrhvilIe T. 0. S. members 
b the spot in order that they could enjoy the unusual find. Their dkappoinh- 
ment was keen when on arrivlal they found only the theb of fresh heron 



on U gmmd; the Crows had wrought debu&011 afkr all. During 
the wirvbar the w d s  were cut away and ~e marah partly W e d .  

The Reelfoot Lake h e d a  and their occu- oan be found more 
f W y  descrbed in m y  p a w  "Water Bird4 d R d h d  Lake" (1033). 0 t h ~ ~  
mfemnces to gome of the heronria mentioned, chiefly "Cmmbwn", map 
be found h &e mferences at4 below. 
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1942 A visit to Cranetown. Mimnt, 13: 4 1 4 2 .  

VAUGHN, HARRY S. 
1933 A day in '*Cranetown''. Migrant, 4: 13-14 

WHITTWORE, WEND= L. 
1930 Reelfmt hemmy nobes. Migrant, 10: 59-80. 

WOODRING, GEORGE B. 
1034 Anoaer visit bo ''Cranetown". M5gmnk 5: 27-28. 

2112 WOODLAWN DRIVE, N- m. 



IB51 m ma- s 

Thage dho have never had the opportunitgr b &awe the de- 
partwe at sunrke or the amazing reburn at BUS& of Red-winged Blaolt- 
b t . 6  (AOeWu phodmas), which & during the whiter in the ~iawgrasd 

ah Redfoot hike, Ten-, may c b s  ,the f0110wW a c m t  as iabulw, 
but before mey & su they m u l d  visit ReeM. 

On my first visit to m t  Lake (1@46), I was ov- by 
great number of Red-wim@ that came &ere b bo Although f 
mir mmha itl h m w  of millions, I h a t e d  to report any sltch a&ammGd 
figures for fear of being branded a f&ri&r. & m ~  then, however, from 
2,000,000 t~ 2,640,000 Red-wings have been reported by Jmxs L. Noman and 

(1847, 1948, 1940). From m y  second ex- at M w t ,  which 
taok glace frcan December 14 thmugh December 17, 1950, I am inclined b 
believe that if an estimate could be made sLauknem by a Mtrruba of 
obsemem stationed at the several pokb of e m  b check +he early mom- 
ing d e m  of Red-w-, tlhe d t  would be a s b w d n g .  

An huur before sumke, on the morning of December 14, 1050, L. A. 
Filler of Oak Ridge and the writer row abng lhe mrbh slde of Willow 
W. Wbenever we lappmached b wiibhin forty or iiety f& of bhe sawmass- 
we could bear a whir of wings, the sound of which rase and fell resembling 
wakr gently lapping againd the s h o ~ .  In faat it m d e d  w muoh like wave 
a&m 4h& m e  of fkte men in &e k t  a few y8rds b our reiused 
b believe 08& until *e light of day disclosed We birds in motion. 
About one-hdf b u r  before sunrise we pushed &e prow of our boat inta 
ihe gawgrPrss at a paint where the bar was less 4 b n  100 yardis across. As the 
b a t  n d  imbD the m, Red-- swarmed up on both s i d ~  and &&td 
d o w n w a h a f e w y ~ a ~ .  

W i a  #e wmch of sunrise the Red-wings b e m e  more and more 
mtbss, and upon dbe -test pmmzatiou &y would swarm above the 
~rm W Onlg to settle down again a few yardos rbo hha awumeaot ]Each 
a m v e  swarming would carry them farther and fama southeast b e h e  
U~er again sebtled inta the slaw-, Th& rrwvernemt by our place of 
o ~ a U o n  was always in a southeaderly dire&on and as soon as 
swami would vacate a pshoh of sawgrass mutrier would take ik place. In 
the general pa& of khe m o v e  birds was a amall clump of five or rdx 
willow trees ebout twenty feet in height. Art one nrament the ban? Umk 
of &me beas wuld be shrply a i l h o u W  a- the morning sky and 
the next Ithey would be hlly leafed out wltb living birder. As Ohe surging 
matma of b W  cuntinued to rims on the beah head of Willow Bar, the 
whir of grtw Im a a t  mar and the bpg of *e sawmaps tmls on 
&e appemmce of a m#ping black cam& It m amat m d s e  when 
mddmdy, ae if by a single command, the bulk of the Rod-whp r e  
itrtD the afr and started shaming in a southeaster4 d h c t h  alone tZre 
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Bar, thence across the narrow s h t c h  of water tu lhe mainland, where 
lhey were snm l& from view. 

We made a futile atkmpt to Eount fie Red-wings iu fU@& then we 
tried e a f i n g .  Our best e£f& resulted in 600 to 1,000 individuals 
pasing our W v a t i o n  point each second. W e  m i d e r e d  that a mmemative 
&lmate was 800 per second for 30 minutes or 1,440,000 birds moving out 
fiom Willow Bar, one of m a p s  a half dozen poinb of egrtss b the 
R 4 f m t  Lake R m k  

After the Rd-wings  had depankd ar.d the sun was high, I noticed the 
aged, bentover mndition of h e  sawgrass, and I wandered what had 
caused it so mly in the serrson. It had the appearance of sIou# grass in 
the sprhg fillowing disappearance of a heavy blanket of snow. Allho- 
in =me of We protect& spobs around Reelfoot Lake, &here were stiU rem- 
mnts of an early snow I felt sure it had not been heavy emu& to have 
been the sole reason for &e prem@turely aged condition of &e stiff sawgrass. 
Recalling the heavy bird traffic that morning, I condudmi that there 
muld be LiMe doubt but that the daily repetition of f i e  many gerchings 
and *ffs of the many thousands of Red-win= had mtributed a great 
deal to make a e  condition of the sawgrass on Willow Bar what it was. 

The following morning Norman Marsden, the third member of our 
party from Oak Ridge, and I beached our boat at approximately the same 
place on WiLEow Bar I had been the previous morning. The Red-wings gave 
us a repeat performance and helped us to confirm the estimate of their 
numbers made on the preceding day. This morning I tried b give more 
&ention to the individual birds, but found it next bn impossible ta m c e n -  
b-ate on a single bird within a whirlkg mass. The Red-whg was the 
principle blackbird, but there were a few hundred Grackles p w  and 
perhaps two other species which X could not identify. 

Before sunrise on December 16, the fourth member of our party, JM 
h r m a n ,  and the writer beached our h a t  in the sawgrass on Ihe south side 
of Willow Bar at a point ah& oppositc from that where &he obsarvatioas 
on December 14th and 15th were made. Tiis l d o n  proved to be a much 
better vantage point. From here we could not only observe the great stream 
of blackbirds depart from Willow Bar, but we could see in the &tame 
m a t  clouds of birds reeling and twisting in the sky as mey movd &- 
ward from the point of Green Island. Except for We bird clouds, the sky 
was dear. To the westward we could see an occasional bird cloud moving 
in that diredon. F m  these obsemations, I am sure that there must be 
several points of egress from the W c o t  Lake Roast. There can be little 
doubt of the one at Willow Bar and m e  a& Green IsIand is good possibility. 
Norman (1949) sugg- one in the vicinity of Samburg and two others 
on opposite sides of the Lake. Doubtlass there are others. If we aaune 
five points of egms of 1,500,000 birds wch,that would be a btal of 7,500,000 
the contirmatfon or repudiation of which would make an excellent. winter 
project for some enterprising bird club. 
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Albugh I believe that &e sunrise departme of the Red-wings offers 
a more satisfactorjr ogportuni@ for estimating the numbers roasting at 
Reelfout Lake, meir d u r n  at sunset has p d i l i t i e s  if the bird h m s  
can be kept separated. ff you drive westward along Rmte 21 fmm T m  
s h l f  hour before sunset, as I have done, you should have an exparience 
wort& the trip. On my first visit im Relfocrt (19461, I observd great 
dwds of blackbirds moving northwest in fhe direction of Reelfoot Lake. 
As 1 approached the lake bhe bird clouds became more numerous and wave 
after wave w a s  observed. As the bird clouds appmched the Lake, bhq 
formed inta bird streams. At M d  Camp one s h a m  crossed the lake 
bo Willow Bar and one stream continued along the east shore Coward 
Samburg. In lhe four evenings that I spent at the Momis Camp, I norted 
some variation in the route of me bird streams, probably due to wind 
c~ndi~tions. On one evening I nut& a bird stream traveling toward Samburg 
op the west side of the trees on the east shore of tPle U k e  while on the 
next evening they followed the east side of the same t r e s  and on a third 
evening khey must have gane directly overlad to Samburg or ~ e y  passed 
while I was busy wakhing the flight acms lhe water im Willow Bar. The 
f- past f i e  Morris Camp were completed by twenty-five minutes af- 
ter sunset. 

M e r  good subject for e winter projeot would be the detennhkion 
of the daily range of the Red-wings f,mm the nmdhg site at bW Lake. 
?his might be acoomglbhed through =the -erahion ai observers Iiving 
or s t a w e d  & miwent poi& and d h h c e s  located radially fnxn the roost. 
Would -that 1 could spend the winter dlh lots of free time in i h  vicinity 
of Reelfoot Lake. 

Literature C h d  
DUNBAR, ROBERT 

ID46 Observations at Fkelfmt W e .  M i g r d l 7 :  69. 

NORMAN, JAMES L. and &. 
1947 Christmas Count, R e e M  Lake. Migml.llt, 18: 51. 
1948 Christmas Count, Fieelfaat Lake. Migranft, 19: 69. 
1949 Christmas Count, Reelfoot Lake, Migmnt, 20: 64. 
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A GREAT HORNED OWL IN A BANDING T R A P d N  July 2& 1950, 
W. C. McDanitl, p a b h a n  on T a m a e e  N m  Wildlife Refuge, m t  Qo 
d t  his duck banding trap on tlbe Hig Sandy Refuge Untt, and inr9e9d of 
deYdiae duck found a Great Homed Owl and Bhree M w m h g  Dwes which 
&e owl had killed. Tbe dud6 trap was a gen w v d  with two W & 

wMh o fume1 tym imhnce. The throat of the em- '~vras about 
emm in- gercss. The h p  had originaliy b e u ~  placed in &allow w e  
but lbhe water level of Kentucky Lake had been lowered SJ mt Use 
mlt8tgtnanded onthe mud fht. Thedows hadbeen I u r e d h W  tttt mp 
by the bait and the owl h&d k e n  attraoted by t& doves. In order to have 

into the trap, the owl must haw flown inb the tmp -kame and 
~ ~ t h e ~ o f t h e a r t t r a n c e .  

Sp& and -rlah (1949 S m I m  Oarolina Bird Life) =part a - 
of a Great Homed Owl khat had followed a Black Duck hto a badin# 
h,p.-EUGENE CYPERT, P. 0. Box 646, P;tP-is 9hm. 

MEMPHIS AREA--Chidmas Counts not always k Wh-  
tlw of anid-- b M  life m aw WW waather i s  m n d y  fmm abmt 
New Y d s  dhru Febmary. Thts November prersentd near ~scord cold 
mud hecut with some &rupt dmws, a ThmksSrrvhg d wind. 

unusual enrly cold produced a noticeable efieot m vegddm aed 
m &e imdivichd numbers of birds, but bbe ChrMma Count -b 
wem &es usually found to tQle south and lloa the mme noet$eEn 
visibors. At Memphis on Dec. 24 we recorded an American Bittern, 2 
W-, 9nd a male Maryland YeIlow-UumaL At Tupelo, Mk. oa Dee % 
a Hwse Wren m d  a Wird w e  seen while at Moon I&e (-1 
M h .  on Dec. 30, anather Cartbird, two Shmt-billed Manh  W m  Pnd 
5 Brewer's Blackbirds (R. D. Smith) were found. A f-lc YslLaw- 
M was - Jan. 20 at b r n  Lake (Lakeview, Mh.) by &e Ra&m 
wb ik  andbar adult Little Blue H m n  was seen Fob. 5 m- 
w bettweem Grenada and City by New Ehmmt~ In u Jan- 
uay a six4ay sub-freezing period was marked by a sleet, followed by 
several inhes of snow, &en a d of Mef 110 F. Ground-fsedIng 
w, at a low, s e m d  almost M fmm yank and park, 
except fm an invasion of StarlirkgB. 

W fall 8- at Mud Iake was vmy poor becam? of hi& WP*, 

burt IU Mtes favored me waterfwrl h the area generally, d&ough the 
-vim "nmbher" moved out thousands just Mae l a  bunting 

O d  29 of Memphis yielded -,-l3 (PmMeds 
hnd, Tulbbs); W h h  Feucan,--38 (river, Bynun); and Gt. Blue Hemn, 
-24, m d  Arneri- Egrert, 35 (Mud M e ) .  The last L m t  Tern were 
2 on Sept 11 mar Mud Lake, with 5 C m h  Term on SepL 16; 
1% B3acIs 7hm w- at M e ,  Ark (RDS) cra the la* derk  



An unhjured immature Yellow-billed CucW, just able to £ly mne, 
e w e d  at West M m m ,  Ark., k p t .  16, a la* date. Migm6ng 

C b m e y  S- appeared bn less than half Weir mual numbers and &e 
kist w e  s e m  Oot. 18, despite mitd weathzr. Tree SWalbwa reamed 
d e m k  mum- in Mid-Sept (320 on the 16th) and lhe Rm&-Wingeds 
1- m. The lad Trees were 35 ot lhe  P d  Farm, Nw. 5; a late Barn 
Swallow uras at ,toke, Ark. Oct. 8. On Oct 22 several transient warb- 
lers were noted at Shelby Forest:-Tennessee-5, Magnolia-2, and Hark- 
&mated Green-3 (T.O.S.): AMut 1030 A.M. on Dct. 1 unusual f l a t  
of Bmd-winged Hawks was observed. About 153 in two l m e  group 
wene seesl moving slowly Po lhe soutrhwmt. J. E. JoUy rep&& W he 
saw severd hundred passing over Riverside Park one fall rtay in 1849; 

were SO low as b h readily identified and all we- apparently 
Broad--. Previously, 6 reportd for Sept. 28, I947 (Migrant, 18:62, 
18471, was the hi&~.t recoxled. (Our only &her hawk flight for b- 
phis was rm April 22, 1934, when 57 of 3 spades were seen ( M i g r a d ,  
1537, 1934), Bald Eagles were noted at  Mud Lake (from Nov. 11, but 
probably a t . )  and Horseshoe lake, Ark. (reportedly  out the ymr). 

!J%e first MyMe Warbler was s m  on Od. I1 and W h i t e - m t e d  
Sparrows Oot. 10,+n schedule. Brewer's Blackbirch (rare) appeared trt 
me Fmal F'arm: 8 on Nov. 5 (BC) and 3 an Ikc. 3 (RDS) along wiib 
W I ~  rarer Western Meadowlark on bhe latter date. However, about thfee 

of &ese Meaduwhrks have been heard there regularly up bhru the last *t 
(March 6). Some other likely areas (~h A r h @ b ~ )  were worlted Jan. 21 
wi thwt  finding this sgecias. Pfirie  Homed Larks and Upland Long- 
spurs built up to es t imah of 250 each during .& last of November. 
Killdeem at *e farm tatald  700 on Nov. 5. 

Unusual rn the M e r n W  Count, Dec. 24, m a s  a Great H o d  Owl 
&sewed  calling, sroumwesrt of Ekwser, a suburb. m y  m r d e d ,  an- - was sen at Fore& Hill C e m h r y ,  Feb. 10 and subsequently 
by Oliver Xrwin, and a th4rd h~ O w b n  Park (1st =cord) Feb. 12 
by Viabor Julii and since then by Smuts. Thompson Bonner reports a 
King Elail m Dec. 30 at C&b Lake, Whitehaven. A h t  50 -da G m e  
were repmlm3 winkring at  Forter Lake (Horseshoe Lake) Ark., by How- 
ard Barbig. A duck shot Dec. I6  at R e e l h t  Lake seemed unusual b 
Gilbert S a h h  of Memphis; his dacfdpth  p e r f d y  fitM the Old 
Squaw snd is considered to be a valid record. A few Horned Gr&e re- 
turned b the Moon Xcake Count and also occurred at Ehseshoe Lake, 
1 on Jan. 21 (RaS), and adjacent Porter Lake, 2 or! Feb. 25 (T. 0. S.). 

The return af spring became officiaI when a Purple Martin was seen 
Mar. 2 at Forrest City, Ark.; at Memphis two (Sechler) and one (Taylor) 
on March 5. Four Golden Plover at 4he Penal Fbnn (L. Coffey and G. R. 
Mayfield) on Mw. 6 may augur a n a e r  record-breaking migration of Wis 
in- sgecies.--BEN B. COFFEY, JR. 

NASHVILLX-The w i n k  season in Middte Tern-- has been swere 
a d  h many wleys dramatic as imt3-1 Man end Bird m testi@. Sub-- 
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Oemgemture3 and snow Thankgiving night wiOh con*tzed cold bhrough 
Decembm and January were me~elg forerunnem of a terrific U-winrter 
ice storm with t e r n e r a s  ranging from 13 to 20 d-s below HXO. 

Pi& sevm w&m wi%h oancwnilunt m-avdability of fed had an 
effect rn b W  of .bhe region which has been of much in-t and con- 
cern. 

Fall migrations were unremarkable w-i# re- of a s ~ a r d b  
of migmthg  warblers. B. H. A b m y  received of more mjgrslt- 
ing geese than usual. An early record of 3 Pkne SisHns in company w i a  
Gvrlddinohss fee- on elm seeds Oct. 28-30 k r~rporw by b w*. 

The concePlsus of T.O.S. members k that We de&W of me bird pop- 
ulam for me Nashville region has bean notably low for fhe Mole win- 
k. Although present in a few erratic *cords 8 e  e x h m e  -rcity of 
Robins, Grackles, BIue Jays, C&r Waxwings, and Myrtle Warblera has 
been w. A scant kickberry m p  and a probable shortage d obher 
fo& may have influenced these popuhtions more than the severe weabher. 
No large roost of Robins, Blackbirds, or Starlings was reported. A fl& 
cormposed largely of Cowbirds and Redwings varying from an &hated 
1000 in early January b 300 in late February fed h meadows and cam- 
fields along #e South Harpeh River. During the same iuterval a flock 
of 100 do- fd in @am fields. Twenty Rusty Blackbirds were Ln ihe 
same area Dec. 30 and Jan. 1 and 6 (A.R.L. and K.A.G.). One specieer 
whose movement from the South Harp* Valley seemed influenced by 
the zen, -peratme on Nov. 24 was h e  Turkey Vu&ture. They suddenly 
dhppeared and did not *n until after the mid-Feb- thaw. One 
might my, "Lu- buzzards!" (e record of 4 on Christmas Count). 

A hi&li&t of ~e winter season was the discovery on Dec. 19 of a 
f l d  .of 125 Pipits in Bell's Bend by A. F. Ganier and Ed Schrei-. Mr. 
Sahreiber also says the Great Blue Heron remained at RoehmTs LaEte 
h r  several weelm after the Chrhhas  Count. N o h  from Mrs. Amelia 
hkey's  home reroFds include a Bewick's W m  -oh wintered thme 
and the return of a b&d Robin on Jan. 16 that w a  defmding Wbry 
after being absent for several momhhs. Especially was W a p  
pearan- at hm handing ebation of a Chipping Sparmw on Jan. 29, 1951. 
W remained bo b joined by a second one an Feb. 21. 

The bll of b M  life and ca-Lties of deaa  rermlting from 
me "G& Ice Blizzard of '51" cannot be accurately a-tei. ILaip 

Jan. 28 turned to sleet and freezing rain whhh fell for three days iol- 
lowing. E v m  twig, branch, limb, tree trunk, and grass blade was thickly 
ice-w&. Trees and limbs crahed for 24 burs from Jan. 31 b Feb. 1. 
By Feb. 1 abut 5 hahes of ice and sleet was tmpped by an equal meas- 
ure of snow, and &pendably reponkd temperatures were 13, 18, a d  20 
degrees below zero. The total effect was bewildering, beautifully fa*ltastlc, 
and often cruel. It was fortunate for birds that fhe streams and m-, 
fed b m c h s  did not freeze. There was starcely any break for near a 
~k and .the gmnd was not oompletely open until Feb. 13. 

Numerous repoh of Mocklagbids wibhmt trail feathers. and m e  of 
a Dove came to G. R. Mayfield who & had a report htom m. 



Haywood N m ,  Tyne Blvd., of 16 h d  Bluebids taken from her bvxa 
with trhe additional 6 birds of her cdony mking. Dr. Abayfkld a h  re- 
d v e d  a report - Mr. Austin, hbanm, mm., of three m y 8  of 
Quail h.ozen as they roosted in Cedars of Manon m k .  Mrs. b s k y  
hmd feafher4 remains of 2 Blu&irots in Warn- Park nesting boxes with 
rw, way to determhe wheoher they were caught dive by predabrs or 
were aten after death from freezing or starvation. She tmgped a DOW 
wibh foot and h r m s  swollen and m from --bite. Mr. Abeanaw 
bok a half-frozen Brown ThraAer from his feeding shelf on F&. 1. It 
evlved, but died 3 &ys larber. This victim of Ishe s h  establlshd, haw- 
ever, a gaxi winter record for me species. Mr. Abemthg reporb his 
Bluebird popMun decimated by half. M y  own obsepvatbm are confhed 

I Qo &he r u d  regbn of the Soubh Harpeth Verlley and Bash Spring. 
F e d h d  -remains of a Junco, Downy -m, and S k u  were 
d o U  .an tlhe mow Feb. 2. Hermit Thruhes, a Sagsucker, and Pfleaw 
Waodpechr wen? w e d  feeding on ice-mv& sumac berries. The 
mast startling aggammt effeot of the stmm on bird-life in M a  wloodland 
~ n a e  the sudden and mntinued absence of Chickadees, Carolina W- 
d M-irds with a e e d  derease in Titmice and Downy W d -  
geclaem. Twelve trips to this specific area during Dee. and Jan. show 
ap lavemge of 10 a h i c h h  per brip ranging up to as I-MIIY u 18 
and 51. Fmrn the beginning of blizzard for 6 m k s  not m e  single 
Uhickadee w a  herved;  then Mar. 11, only one individual whbh has 
mt been d c e  m r d e d .  Two wleeks W r ,  March 25, 2 &em were seen. 
Qarokina Wmna and M m k i n g W s  show 'the same pattern of absence. Mrs. 
Laskey's March 16 mbes from W m e r  Parks read, "Bluebids still m. 
Only 5 mm. No Mockhgbirds, Ohickadecs, or Wrens observed." From 
recent local trips Dr. Mayfield notes a marlred s c a m  af Bluebirds, Car- 
olina W m ,  and Tim with a n o d  a b e n c e  of Towhees and 
C w .  Howell and Mr. Robins repart Chickadeers from Warner 
h r k  since -&e sborm. Fmm recards and repoh it appears 8b.t 
feelers such as me Dove, Killdeer, Meamlark,  Junm, Towhee, and Car- 
dinal weathered e storm we& while Chickadees, Oarolina Wrens, Blue- 
b M ,  d M d h g b i r d s  - drastically affected. 

The W w  made way dor tihe return of w W r b t  species. Turkey 
VuDturee mppeared in the South I3arpeU-1 arm Feb. 13; singing Homed 
L d m  returned Ito nesting terribory Feb. 17; P h d e s  have been m b  
greservt since Feb. 22; a Brown Warahex was on Barbtery Lane Feb. 24 
(A.RL.); 4 Redheaded Ducks and 2 Canvasbacks were on Rmhm's W e  
We week of Mar. 12 (E.S.); Water Thrush, Mar. 15; iluck af 15 Versgw 
Sparmws, Mar. 18 (K.A.G.). And so the seasom blend imperceptibly 
m e  hb h --KATHERINE A. GOODPASTURE. 

LEBANON-Perfiaps the mmt interesting time of &e a# well 
a~ the mazit heart--ding, was We peniod of severe weather betvrrecn 
Jm. 29 and Feb. 0, when ws world w a ~  sealed in w#h ice and mow, and 
the mermtnneter &wiped to 13 degrees below z m .  It mowed for swed 
&ays -re mm m e  out on I?&. 2. During tbe severe weabker 



~ ~ 8 8 ~ h b 5 ~ , 1 P l l e b e r , 1 p a k ~ ~  
l l p a I d R E d ~ W ~ 4 ( = r a f t n s , 2 ~ ~ ~ 1 ~  
wren, 15 stww 20 Et@kh spmmws, m a d  1so H d  m. I bad 
i w P e r s s e p ~ I I r r r n e a ~ s o ~ a ~ ~ m ~ ~ l l m  
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WATERS 

~ J m u a r y ~ e r i e d ~ , b u t ~ m e w a r e a b m s . A t O e r ~  
fl& of .ylc m d b t *  few d h  have been -. m e y  -Vlil- 
-, moe&+ and Ruby-crownsd Kin&& wlen - dUrIne Jamm3, 
and so wmr Hubins unw *at  - 23rd of 3- dml  mb n-. 

w - b M  Nu- aad Pine a&h ab- 
-t dbb ywr.  One or taro  red^^ w- two Piae w&blcm 
d ant -oed Sparrow & the w k t a  in Mw d 
aenlaia fcedEng skbm h Kmxville m m ~  mt a p  
~ - i n a r t a l l ~ - m e B m o w n T m z r t a t t a , * m e  

un ha l i  and twm ~ 5 d f n I h t ~ l o l o p t ~ h  
E a b . % m m ~ w & m .  



J. 8. W M h  obsewd mrce G m  on 3h& table duriug 
b h e m o w o i ~ g e r I d . C d d S p r i n g ~ ~ h a e i ~ c o a ; t e d t f f l t h l e s  
M amow above 2600 feet a n t  many tlmm Burkg &e m t e r .  Thk 
may ammzt hr u n w  large nwmb- d Jtmcm In tfie 
o b ~ ~ t a h a r s d a l O n g t h s ~ ~ c l a g ~ *  

Anmg lthc wlnh the following wem more abundant then 
usuetl: BluebM, S ~ f f o w  Hawks, Julms, nwhws, Gal- 
and Mdciwbirds. R e d b d d  Waodpckem have been vrar~r mm all *. 
At &is *, M a e  22, they haw not m e d  b~ me M u m  Col- 
lege ompus what aey are always mmm summer ddeabr. Cdmr 
W- have been scarce in his area, g d l y  becam of & mty 
of & ad hOUy k i m .  73me m bur W h i r k . - b W  Nu4htdhe~ mt 
tlx on k T u s d u m  mmgus, but Fhd-bmsted Nutkmteheh tffhfeh 
wle~r ooannwn a war am, shave not been d m .  On Day 
fWbn Phe S b k b s  wem o b m e d  by Mns. Willis Clanens near her 
imne at -urn; they were am~md for three days but were not 8- 

again dwhg .&e w i n k .  C m  bave been in eountJr near 
Sunnssldc fir et least Wnty yeam. When widem me mere fn the north 
thP number of m w s  winkring hem Q v w  he. Tlw numb- for W s  

wirrb pmwly e m  20,000. 
h m n g  Spring =rivals are GmckIes on F&. 12 and Bedwing8 m 

lbb. 2'1. S e v e d  m e s  of bMs &@an b ~ n g  during ihe --me 
mther  beheem FeB. 10 and 15. On Ihwh 10 Mm. Richard Nevi- ob- 
s r v d  Cmmha Wrens badhg a nest near her lm-ne.4. M. SlAMKS. 

E L J Z A 3 ~ N - T h e  m-eaaer during lamk summer and iall was appmx- 
hakly nmm& except fw a of tm in&- of smw &at fell behm 
Dee. 20, *ic# is mom ban we have had in any one winter during &e 
p d  stvw yeam, and except W Novei-&er-wi~ a m M u m  of 4 d~ 

m NOV. 2-nd 13eFember have ham aalder thn  mffmat &Id 
tbyz d d n g  the whdw wen-@ Jm. 9 wifi  16 d e m  and Feb. 3 wf& 
0 -. 

There was quite an Mu of s h ~  bi* m the mud of W- 
hh behem mid-August and mid-Se-r. This i~ unwual in &at 
-4 I t h e  m s  m sui.t&bFe phm for d p i p e m  W fed. 'Phe birda 
OM b r e  were m d w ,  SernipahwM Plover, Greater and W 
Yellowlem, and ;the Spotted, Solitary, Least, and Pecborral Mm. 

Oi W d a r  is me ralatively lam n~maber d Bak demr- 
buff for d e s  during 1950 c m p a d  wifh me pmading mix 
m. Far s h b  -k, k t  rerm*ds for d e r r  were h m  one tn 
m t e m  h y s  h k r  than ik mmda of preceding years. The most 
delayed mre Summer T-ger last mcmied m Oct 20, 1050, cam& 
wi* o previms la& of Oat. 9, and Y e l h U e d  Cuckao lad 
m OoR 18, 1950, corn- Oot. 3. 

Of ink& m the mturrence of a Florfi Gallinule at the 
d Zbm Creek and Watauga Lake an Oet. 1 (Mr. and Mm. L.R.W.). 

T D r E e L Y l e ~ ~ w e h ~ o f ~ s p e d e s i n d h l s ~ . A t . t h e s a m e  
M o a  2 8rwwf a- on Aug. 93 m d  mmined b Od. 2. ksr 
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Upland Plover appeaml on the lawn near the Fmnklin Club wj;thin Ult 
cl$y limits of Elizabektun on Sept. 23 and d e d  bhem until Oct. 16. 
A h  an SepL 23 F. W. B e h d  and others observed 5 Upland Plovers 
m of Big 3ald -kin at an elevation of apgmxinmtely 5200'. On 
Segt. 2 a flock of approximately 40 Common Tmm and 25 Black Terns 
were obm-ved on Watauga Lake by Mr. and Mm. L. R Hemdm; this is 
the s emd record of Common Terns in Carter C!oun& and fie f M  of 
Black Term. During September and October a c m c e M  effort was made 
to &serve migmbing hawks; the considerable success d thme observatims 
is summarized in bhe December 1950 MIGRANT. 

Arrival dates for same of id~e waterfowl on Waiauga Lake and Wa- 
tauga River were: Commun Loon, Sept. 8; Hornd Grebe, N w .  4; American 
E&&, Aug. 23; Canada Goose, Oat. 29; Mallard Duck, Nov. 5; Black Duck, 
Nov. 5; Bakipate, Nov. 5; Fkdhead, Dec. 2; R k g - n e e d  Duck, Nov. 4; 
&up, OoL 29; Ruddy Duck, Oot 21; Hmded Merganser, Nov. 5; Coot, 
Oct. 7. Then? appeared Eo be a rathw large infiux of ducka during fhe 
lad we& of OcMer and the finst of November. Wer inkweling rec- 
owla of during bhe winter were: Canada Gmse, Feb. 2; Old 
Squaw Duck, Feb. 3 to Mar. 17,-this ip B i d  record of this species 
in w r  -tory, and the bird has been p m n t  on Wilbur Lake during 
& entire time. 

h b e ~  were absent from  an: 1 until Feb. 24; Ohis is the f i d  winter 
h whi* M e s  have not been pr-t all thru the winter. One Ruby- 
orowned Eingled was reprted on Jan. 7 and not reparted again unW 
Rb. 10; Wis is unusual for they are usually prasent thmut me winter. 

An early spring migrant was a Magnolia Warbler seen on Mar. 10. 
It was sleen by Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Herndon in ~ e i r  in company 
with a flock of Myrtle Warblers. It wras o b w e d  for ten b Lif.ken min- 
W s  at SU& clae range ,bat binoculars could rmt be fmus?d, and the 
very yellow u n d m  heavih streaked along the side3 with dark stripes 
identified the b M  as this species. 

Tree Sparrows, 3 on Dec. 24 and 2 on W. 31, mcmded by F. W. 
Behrmd, were new records for this tmdhry. The only Pine Siskin seen 
in this terribry this season was seen by F. W. Behrend at Carver's Gap 
on Feb. 18. Other i n b & h g  records follow: Sa-h Spmmw, Feb. 18; 
Grackle m d  Cowbird, Feb. 24; Redwing, F&. 28; Chipping Sparrow, Mar. 
3; Busty Blackbird and Brewer's Blackbird, Mar. 13. The Rwty Black- 
bird - being &served thru 7x50 biaocubrs at a distance of about 25' 
when h Bmwer's Blackbird walked into the field of view, aad its h i -  - color was wnspicrous in contrast to bhe drab color of .the Rusties. 

Brewer's BIackbird was observed again on the following Qay in a 
tree' in the s~lme yard by the same observer (L,M.H.).-LEE: R HERNDON. 

BRISTOL AREA-Weadher conditions w m  in direct reverse h &clge 
of winter. Temmtures  were subnormal l21m February :and much of 
March. There was more mow and rain. The sevem weaWler+ of early win- 
ter had no appreW1e effm upon the winter residents. Phoebes and Flick- 
ers, mi& are often scarce durhg severe weather, were in - 
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numbers, as were Killdeer, irmd Whirte-cxowmd and Whiie-throakd Sprlr- 
rows. Tree Sparrows, on the otber hand, were p m n t  for me first time 
since 1946. Mourning Doves were perhaps scarcer than usual thrUoUt the 
early part of the winter but were back in fair numbem by late February. 
Ruby-cmmd Kinglets were in s l ~ t l y  gm&er numbers than usual fn 
the early winter. Reidbreasted N W h a b o b ~  were nrrt seen this w h k  in 
the lowlands, contrasting with Che large comb of lad year. 

The filling of the newly cwngl&d South Holston Reservoir is d t -  
ing in )the hervation of more ducks in W& f h n  ever before. Since 
Feb. 11 bunken species have been seen fiere. Unusual numbers or species 
are as follows: Mallard, maximum count 59; Baldpak, 61 on Mar. 6 and 
52 on NZar. 22; Pinhil, 32 on Mar. 6; Wood Duck, fimt noted on Feb, 20; 
Cmmaback, 2 on Feb. 11 and 2 cm R b .  20, first county records; Lesser 
Scaup, 57 on Mar. 6 and 66 on Mar. 22; Americzm (folden-eye, maxi- 
rnm of 225 on Feb. 11; Bufflehead, 5 on Mar. 22; Old Squaw, 1 on Feb. 11; 
Hooded Merganser, maximum of 20 rn Mar. 6; American Merganser, 2 
on Feb. 11. A oomt of 9 Ring4iled Gulls and 1 Herring Gull on the 
w o k  is the first time that more than one gull has been obserwd at 
a e  same time in this area. 

Twr, records were made of Som, one a definite winter record on 
January 30 and the secmd m l y  a n~igrmt m Mar. 6. 

On Mar. 1 1800 Redwings were seen at the mill pond in Abingdon, 
Va, The first Savannah Sparrow was seen on Mar. 2 and the first Black- 
mwned N&t H e m  on Mar. 23.STEPEIEN M. RUSSELL. 

NOTES HERE AND THERE 

A MiSCELUNY OF CORRECl!IONS 
Ln ihe article on the Horned Iark, by Katharine A. Godpasture, in fhe 

September 1950 MIGRANT, "1000 f t "  in lhe next to the last line of page 
38 should 4 "100 feet". 

The following corrections apply to the "Birds of Carter County, Ten- 
=@," by Lee R Hemdon, in the D e c e m b  1850 MIGRANT: under 
American Elgmt, substitute Nov. I5 for Nov. 5; under Yellow-bellied 
Flycabher, the second se- should raad "The bird was abwt th* 
feet f m  lhe observer for several minutes while under observation with 
lox binocuIars"; under Rough-winged Swallow, a very late date of Sept. 
10, 1948, was mW; entirely amitted ww "Rd-bmsbed Nuthatch, ram 
pmmancmt rwident''; under Loggw-head Shrike, a late record of May 6, 
1945, was d b t e d ;  under Warbling V i m ,  me exhernely late recorddi 
of Nov. 6 and 13, 1949 (E.E.) yere omitted; under Connecticut Warbler, 
ihe recard of June 18, 1949, was apgarpntly in error and should have 
been o m i W ;  under Orehard Oriole, the esrly date Apr. 4 should be 
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KaoxvWt. Tennessee 
The Tennessee Omfthological Sociew was Founded, October, 3915 

Publicatim of THE MIGRANT was &gun, March, 1830 
Ths *Ia truth 8bOttt birda b tnhweBthg enotyh; 

it b not nee- to EO beyond # 

Apr. 7; u m k  Gxwshwm Sganvw, the wly ckak should have been 
M 30 h s k d  of Mar& 20; under Palm W r b l a ,  July 9 ghould 

be J W E  11. 

A r#te Smm Ben B. W e y   my^, "A LWe Blue H e m  was inclucted 
h dk C a n t  (UMwhas CautYt for 1950 from M e m W )  but unfwtua- 
akly l$e m r d  m a  en-mmnm and a d d  be dhegarded!' 

Nmm OF THE ANNUAL 
The -14 m&g of the Tam- OmM~olwgical will be 

kYd on Satuday and Sunday, May 12 md 13, 1951. at Shding S W e  
SWZ Park, 10 mil- nomw& of L i h g s h ,  Tenn. This is rn innovatidn 
&r State m&gs of the T. 0. S., it having been decided upon at the Nash- 

me&hg h t  May. The Park wiU be haawlquarks and W s  and 
a numbs ol nearby fumkh4 summer dins hraw been xswvd for the 
oc&. 9%e perk include 8,700 a m  of h&b MIS and valleys, heavily 
&W and quite scenic. There is also a baukiful ME, clear 
waterfall aa~d pidureque tmjk all about. As much of aur ,time as pxdble 
will & mat afield. There wi l l  be businem and gmgmm sesaioPls M e  Sat- 
e afhmmn and wmhg gJrrl papers are hereby wUci,ted. Thee wjshing 
to rePnain on thlll rlhe following week will find tlhe glace very attractive far 
va-. AU members a m  urgd to attend and thee. planning to do so 
ahoutd ndify the Corn- LPtairman, Mr. A. F. Ganier, nat la,ter than 
May 5 in d m  k t  remmatims may be made. He wiU prepare a mimeo- 
graph& 1- of infmmtion vn April 20 and lhis will be sent to tho~a 
mque8tling it. A full attendance fmm aI1 parts of the State is e x w  
Communiatbons should be sent Oo fie Chairman at 2112 W d m  Dr., 
N&vUe 12, Tm.-MRS. BEN E. COFFEY, JR., President. 
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