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USEFUL HINTS FOR FIELD WORK 
By GEORGE R .  MAYFIELD 

The  i t~orning Ilour is t he  hest t ~ i u c  oE (lay to sturly birds. A t  t h ~ s  tiillc 
they are )nost active i n  gelling rood and   no st lively in sonR. A quiclc cpr,  
a keen ear ,  a (leal of patience anrl a love of nature rnalte ul)  the best equip- 
went for successful field w u ~ k .  In arld~t iun to khcse pcrso~lal  requisites one 
shoirld have a pair of f ield glasses, 8-power preIeri'er1, f o r  t he  s tudy  of those 
species which are n bi t  shy  or else feed in t he  tops o f  t w o s .  

Color 1s t.hc best  and suj,est mean5 of identification. If a bi1.d is black,  o r  
blue, 01, i r d ,  h e  call be r u n  tiown ve ry  quitlily itt Reed's Pocltct Guide o r  Blan-  
than's Bird Ncigl lbo~s .  If lle is brorvn 01, tnottlerl the  search i s  njorc d i f f i -  
c u l t .  If a s m a l l  brown bird wi lh  3 chcstriut cl*o\vn, look f o ~  the Ch~pping.   spa^,- 
row; if larger, with white lines nvcl, tltc head nnrl white  011 the Lllro2t, Ion!: fur  
t he  Whltct111-oat. X I  brown, wi th  ~vliite outer I t u l  feathers,  loolc f o r  t h e  Vcsper 
Sparro\v; if snlxll and I)~OV;II with a pink bill, 6cc if I L  1s a Icicld Spa i~ ,o \v .  
r-- 
L he vireos arc olive and g1,ecri with 11at)its h a t  uialte t h e m  s o n ~ e w h a t  diffi- 
cult  to s t u d y  closely. But Ihr. la 'o white wing bars  u~ttally >how the White-  
eyed Virc.0 plainIy t o  the anlxteur ;  the l ight line ovel .  the  c y e  is il good 
way t o  spot Ihc Red-cyerl Vi l ,eo.  I n  sltort, the I-rIorc e s p w t  otw bcconlcs, the  
quicker  he is i n  sc*lcetinp t h a t  3!1e f e a t u r e  ivhicl~ ciistrngu~uhes one species 
fro111 enother .  It lniig be tl nlatlc cver so slnall, a coloi, eve r  so faint,  or 
roille ehal.acteristic ~ ~ n u c m c i ~ t , ,  but hc  Icarns to IOoIi fdr5t fur lhi$ onc l'roillt 
and  the declsion 1s 111adc. Orice ~ n a s i c r e d ,  Ihis glance wil l  l ,evca[  more th:111 
l o t ~ g  inspection h y  rin untt,aincrl ~ ~ o t . k e ~ ' .  

Kext  to  colnl,, note tlie exacl  s i z e  of the b i ~ c l .  A 1x1-gc brown bird i s  not 
likely t o  be one  of thc sparrows and n s~rlall b r o ~ v u  one i s  n o t  one o l  thc 
thrushes .  Practice soon enables oilc to l e l l  to an i~ich how l or~g  a bird i s ,  ancl 
this helps t o  cl i t i~ inate  many  of thc  sprcies xi~liilarly tuarkcd. Alno115 thc 
warblers, which are so nearly the same I c n ~ ~ h  and  build, one I N ~ I S L  have to  
~es0 l . t  l o  coIors and n~arlti l lgs morc than any othel. fcat.ui,e. The place where  
a b i d  i-s fecding usually reveals t o  an  expert the probable irlenlity of a bird. 
The tops n11d outer  litnbs of t w e s  alme the i'eedillp grountls f o r  eke oriolrs, 
vireos and  wal.blcrs. The  t r u n k  and the limbs of trees delight t hc  heart of 
the Creeper, the Woodpecker and the Nu tha t ch ;  the Mocker,  the Thrasher, 
the Catbird a n d  the S p a r 1 . o ~  prefer Ihc bushes arlrl the thickets for t he i r  
nesls ant1 their feedina grounrls; in Ihc uleadows anti t h r  f le lr l~  aye the  Larks, 
t l~e  Bobnlinl~s,  t he  Bluebirds, the Doves and marly of the sparyows, while 
many species arc found only ill t l ~ c  deep woods away f-rom the eyes of men. 

T h e  flight of  birds is also a good cr i ter~on.  Some fly i n  allnost a straight 
line, such as the Crow, the Graclile, the  OrioIe and the Vultures.  The u p  anil 
down mot ion  of t he  I4'oorlpccl~e~ is a faluilp failirjg- a n d  is altnozt a sure  siyn 
of ~ .ecogni t io~i .  Sot t~r  I'lrtp their wings a g i c a t  deal in f l i gh t ,  z u c l ~  as t h e  
Jay, t h e  Gracl<lc, t h e  spnrl.mv!, ; r l l t l  the Mot-ltcr. Soinc Ilirds a1.c h ~ g h  f lyer<,  
like the Red-tailed Bawlc, I.hc ~ v n i c ~ -  bird:: and mcisl bil,cts on a lung 113ig~a- 
t ion; still olher b i d s  slriln along tlie grolr~id,  rar,ely g ~ t t i n c  but a few ~ C P I  
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wet to define. Without hu r ry  it moved a few sleps toward a Royal fern, 
where the  ground is a li t t le moist a t  all t i l i~es .  IIere i t  stopped, t u rned  its 
head slightly upward, then quickly jabbed its long bill in the wet ground 
for whatever it was lhat  a t t r ac t ed  it. This was repeated a dozen times, al- 
ways within an inch or s o  of the last b o r i n ~ .  By lh is  t ime tItc light was 
s t rong  enough and the fea the r s  f l u f fy  and d ry  enough so that the beautiful 
~ n a r k i n ~ s  le f t  no doubt that a Woodcock had come t o  visit  us.  

For three  months  th is  aristocrat lived with us. Lived in a closely built 
section of Nashville, in a city l o t  of less than half an acre, \within a stone's 
throw of a street car line. F o r  the  Woodcock it  was three months of night- 
feasts, beforc-dawn baths and loneliness. For me it was three n~onths of 
genuine pleasure-pleasure, because being hostess to  a t r u e  aristoc~.at is a 
joy not often brought  t o  me. No bird on the ground ever quite reaches t he  
poisr: and noble bearing of t he  Woodcock. The slow dignity of  its m o v e ~ n e n t s  
when it skirtcd the shrubbery, moving from one moist spot to another ,  was 
exactly like the slow gracefulness of a bride in a middle aisle. The gentle 
pressure or p a t  of its foot as i t  tested the  resistance of the damp gieound 
before t rus t ing  i t s  full  weight  t o  it, or the repressed eagerness wit11 which 
i t  thrust its long bill was more like the slow motion ~fiovies than a hungry 
bird in search o f  food.  Its actions were never hurried, not even when i t  
took flighl; at the unexpected approach of a visitor. Usually the  f ~ r s t  knowl- 
edge  a visitor had o f  its presence was the whistling of the short prinjarics 
cs  they sounded overhead. It rose gracefully and  easily front the dr.r~se 
~ ~ n d e ~ g r o w t h ,  talting off from the g r o u ~ ~ d  without effort and with  no appar- 
ent haste, swinging aronnd to alight within Ihe bo~rntlaries of t h e  hedge- 
fenced garden, always going f r o m  back to front,  from front to sidc, and aga in  
returning to the  back u~~derbrush when the need arose. 

I t  became accustomed to me  and allowed me, a f t e r  a few weeks, t o  wnm, 
within a few feet of it. Many times i t  closed i t s  eyes and sank its head, 
evidently in  sleep, y e t  pruning and weeding went on within arm's reach of it .  
A f t e r  t w o  months of daily companio!iship it could be picked up with boA,: 
hands forming a basket-like nest, the wings exaniincd and thc tail spread, t h e n ,  
+?!hen set again o n  the ground, i t  would start boring immediately, p a y i ~ i g  rl 
fur ther  a t tent ion to  us. I t  could bc carried from one place in the garden 
to another that had been freshly wet f o r  i t ,  and i t  never gave any mani- 
festation of fear as long as I moved slowly and nervelessly. A quick niotiun 
or the  chat ter ing of guests brought  the whistl ing wings inlu iliimcdiate play 
01. sent i t  unhul.riedly into the undergruwth, always moving its head anti 
body around so that the offender was kep t  in full view. 

Through June, July  and Augus t  th is  friendship grew. Then, one morning. 
du r ing  the  last weelc in August, 1931, i t made its last round of t h e  garden, 
taking with i t  band No. A429378. Now that i t  is gone, memories of  its 
dignity and  gentleness are so great that it i s  hard not to believc t h a t  t h e  
c~~r ious  bathing antics were intentionally set for  all hour when t ~ o  picture 
and few eyes could ever bear rvitncss t o  its strange performance. 

Nashville, Tenn., June, 1932. 

FALL "MIGRANTS:" We regret to announce t h a t  two of our officers are 
leaving Tennessee and arc therefore  handing in thei r  res ig i~at ions .  Miss 
Vera Kearby, our effi-ient Secretary, a n d  a most loyal membcr f o r  some 
years, is returning to Texas, her native State.  MI.. Compton Crook, who has 
for  several years served us as Treasurer, i s  located i n  Kentucky a t  prescnt. 
The Society i s  much indebted to these offices f o r  their  work ill ils behalf,  
end we shall miss their good company on  field days and at meetings. 
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HUMMINGBIRDS 
By H. S. VAUGHN 

The smallest of all the feathered tribe is the Hu~nmiri~bird,  which derives 
its name from the sound made by its wings whi le  in flight. Therc are some 
600 species and subspecies of this bird, ~vhose  habitat i s  A m c r i c ~  and its ad- 
joining islands. Only 17 varieties are found in North A~nei.ica, and but onc 
of these ranges east of the Miss~ssippi River, this being our Ruby-throated, 
with which we are all familiar. This bird has possibly the longest range of 
any of its kind, extending, as it does, from Canada to Central Mexico. The 
Iargcst number of Hurnu~ers arc to be found about the Tropic of Capricorn, 
where they fairly swarm, growing fewer as you go north or south from this 
point. 

The length of these birds varies from l ' /a  to 8% inches from tip of tail to 
tip of bill. The thiclrness of their bodies aL the sternum bone is large in pro- 
portion to other birds, owing to the need for attachment of wing muscles. 

The nest of the Ruby-throalcd Bummingbiril will average about one inch 
in  width and one inch deep. It is a work of art, being composed of plant fiber, 
thistle down, moss, spider web and other so f t  materials covered with tree 
lichen glued on with tllcir saliva. Th,is hardens, thereby giving some solidity 
to the structure. The nest is usually placed on a horizontal limb of a tree 
varying from seven to twenty-five feet from the grouild, looking more like 

knot on the tree khan a nest. They lay but two cggs and these are white 
with all species. Therc i s  a single exception to this, that the Hermit Hummer, 
which lays but one egg. When the eggs are deposited in the nest and t he  fe- 
male begins the process of incubation, the male bird leaves home and remains 
away for the 10 or 12 days of incubating. i t  is thought  the bright l~lurnage 
of the male bird might attract some enemy to the nest and cause trouble, 
therefore he is ordered away f rom home. 

When the young are hatched, the nlother bird will sit on the side of the 
nest in the heat of the day, spreading wings an3 tail to shade them fl.onz the 
sun. Nowhere in bird life do w e  fitid a more solicitous parent than the female 
ITumrningbird. The young of t h ~ s  species do not fall f r o m  the nest as do 
the young of some other birds. Since they are to remain on the wing much 
of the time when they leave the nest, it behooves them to be sure they are 
prepared, so they sel: their claws in t h e  r im  of the nest and each day try 
cut their wings. After some days of this preparation they feel they are 
able to  maintain themselves on their wings, atid they (hen take flight. Last 
June it was the writer's good fortune b witness this  exercise as he took 
motion pictures of  a nest from t l ie  top of a ladder. The young were fed 
regularly by their parents at the tinie and at  intervals they tried out their 
wings as above described. The following day the nest was found to  be empty. 

Their food is the nectar from flowers, as supposed, but this coi~lprises 
only about one-third of their d ie t .  The balance is made u p  o f  small bugs 
which they find also in the flowers, as well as the insects they catch f rom the 
air. The young arc fed by the process o f  regurgitation. The mother takes 
the food into her crop, predigests it, then pumps i t  into the inouth of the 
young. 

The Hnmmer i s  lhe only bird that can fly both forward and backward 
equally well. Most of us have noted how they go into a flower and then back 
out again, with bpparently the same bent of the wing. They, with t he  
Chimney Swifts, are the only species t h a t  never alight on the ground. Their 
lrgs are so short that they could make no progress if they did. 
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It would hardly be just to leavc this subject without some mention of 
the plumage of these  wonderful birds.  From the  earliest times the Indians 
appreciated their feathers, i n  that his  bride was thought not to be properly 
prepared for  her wedding unless she h a d  some of the feathers  of the Hun~nle r  
about her dress. No other  group of birds can compare in beauty and variety 
of the plumage to that of this family. There is hardly a precious stone- 
ruby, amethyst,  sapphire, emerald or topaz--the name of which may not 
fitly, and without exaggeration, be e~nployed in describiilg the beauty of 
thcir plumage. 

Nashville, Tenn., September, 1932. 

A TRIP TO MUD LAKE, SEPT. 18, 1932 
By MRS. BEN B. COFFEY, JR. 

Having seen a large uuinber of Amcrie,an Egrets and Litt,le Blue Herons, 
as well as one Wood Ibis, at  Mud Lake on Seplembcr 5th, Mr. Coffey drove 
theye on Sunday, Sept. 18, to show Miss Alicc Sinith and me the large flocks 
cf these two "white cranes." Mud Lake is 1 3  niiles southwest of Memphis ant! 
IS located in both &Iississippi a n d  Tennessee, with Arkansas abou t  three milea 
rvcstward. The north shore, where niost of the birds were concentrated, 
is in Tennessee. 

As w e  climbed 011 top ol t h e  levee we saw a lal'ge hawk-like bird take fl ight 
i rom a nearby cypress. A t u rn  toward the l i ~ h t  ancl a white tail was seen. 
A Bald Eagle?  A better view t h r o u g l ~  the binocula~s and the white head 3s 
well as white tail  was scen, and Miss S m i t h  and I added a xiew species to 
our  life l i s t .  "Old Baldy" was seen tw ice  again t h a t  day, soaring directly 
over u s  on oile occasion. I t  evidently was a male, judging by i t s  relatively 
small size. 

While the  Eagle was still circling overhead, Mr. Coffey called our  atten- 
tion to  a Wood Ibis perched i n  a cypress between the levee and the lake. 
Nu~nbcr two for  our life list! With the lakc in t he  backgrountl, Ihc picture 
seemed t o  be a typical one of this America11 Wuod-stork in its summer home 
a long  the Gulf coast. I t  soon tool; f l i g h l  and we were able to  note the  long 
outstretched head and neck and the dark uuler fl ight feathers  contrastilig 
with t h e  remaining white. We saw no othri Wood Tbises, although we had 
high hopes of doing so .  T h e  Wood Ib is  ))loves northwal.d from i ts breeding 
 rounds i n  July or August, and should be fairly common locally aIongh the 
Blississippi until October. A local resident told us he  had seen flocks of 50 
to 75 of these "Gourd-heads" this season. 

Mud Lake seemed to  bc a very  shallorv and ~nudcly pond with a large 
number of white waders on t h e  f a r  shore and  back among the willows. We 
made our w a y  through the thickets to thc muddy border in  order to  malce 
a census of these birds and lo look for  more Wood Ibises. Why here were 
three of the  latter, on blaek and white wings, conling down ovcr tile lake! 
No, w c  were mistaken.  These  birds were slightly largeer and carricd their 
hcads drawn in-they m u s t  he White Pelicans! And in the glasses we inade 
out the large yellow pouch-like bills, famous in song a n d  sto1,y. Number 
three! A flock of seven ol l~ers  arrived and  in watching the  Pel icans  s w i n ~  
about  among the Herons it was discovered lhat  many o f  t I ~ e  origlnal  birds 
there were Pelicans. In all there were (id of t h r m .  The heruns consisted of 
180 American Egrets, 19 Great Blue (o r  Ward's) Herons, 15 adul t  Little 
Blue Herons and 256 of the all-white o r  iminature Little Blue Herons. 

In c o ~ ~ t r a s t  with thc  herons which waded about and stalked t-heir food, 
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a few preceding or Becping abreast of the Pelicans, Ihe latter swarn along, 
plunging their cavernous bilIs in nnd out of the water wi th  apparently good 
results. They moved slowly along, parallel to the shore, in an irregular col- 
umn, two and three abreast, wit11 each bird busily securing its share of the 
available fish. There were three i-tiain fishing groups, the largest nunibcriz~g 
27. A few Pelicans waded out on the shore and, at. rest on land, presented 
the usual grotesque appearance tha t  we associate with them from pictures or 
from trips to the zoo. 

It was in the air, however, that thcse birds, the largest of ail our North 
American species, really thrilled us.  Becoming alarmed, they yose on their 
powerful black and white wings and in two flocks seemed to hover over the 
lakc, undecided as to whether to rcturn or leave. In fact, their flight was 
such that we did not realize they were leaving until co~lscious of their dimin- 
ishing appearance. The birds of each flock, well bunched, seemed to slowly 
circle to the right and then to  the  left, back and forth all  together, appear- 
i'tlg a t  first to be a flock of all-white birds, beautiful in the bright  sunlight, 
and then, as all tilted thcir bodies slightly, the (lark outer flight feathers 
showed on each, outlining and emphasizing. t ! ~ e  remaining while. Whcn the 
two flocks first came together, one-half would be all-white and llie other black 
and white, then each half rvould change. The d f e c t  was beautiful; it might 
be compared to some 01 the lighting effects i-~agnificcntly staaed by some 
lllaster showman. As we watched, thcy slowly fader1 into the distance. 

White Pelicans winter fro111 Florida and the Gulf Coast t.o Panama. They 
brecd in Yellowstone Nalionsll Park, neay Klan~ath, Oregon, and at several 
lakes o f  southwestern Canada. Jhring 1nigr.a tion they w a y  so~iietimes be 
seen east of the Mississippi (north of F l o ~ i d a ) ,  and seern lo  brt not uncommon 
in the fall in this part of the M~ssiss ippi  valley proper.  

Memphis, Sept., 1932. 

THE ROUND TABLE 

TIIE SEASON AT MEMPHIS: In  thc June Migrrint  I nlentioned that 
prairie Horned Larks were apparently nesting- here.  Patience was rewarded 
cn May 29, when we f o u n d  their young along the roadside at the Municipal 
Airport. Two were first seen, then six others just beyond these. All were 
in juvenile plumage. A few rninntcs later an adult pair were sccn over in t he  
i ield itself. Inasmuch as up to  five pairs ol' tf~ese larks have been recorded 
here since March 6, indications hre that s e v e ~ a l  pairs nested o n  this field, 
nccess to which was unfortutlate!y barred LO pedestrians. On May 21, Earl 
Henry, dental student here from llnoxville, and I added a new species to our 
life lists when we saw 11wo Mississippi Ritcs ill the Darwin-Ensley bottonls 
southwest of Memphis. On the 29th ,  Mrs. Coffey and I rcturncd there and 
saw five. On June 18 1 saw five o n  President's Island, a t  a point about four  
miles northeast of the point of original disrovcry. Two  of  thcse flew ovey us 
2nd alighted i n  a b a ~ c  tree, affording mod close-up views. On A u ~ u s t  7, 
Mrs. Coffey and I again drove through the  bottoms and saw four Kites and a 
Broad-winged Hawk perched in the open; even after  approaching to a point 
underneath the Kites wc could only malte on? of thcnl t ake  to the air.  None 
were seen on September 5 or 18; by the latter date they had probably gone 
South. On May 21, Henry and I saw an Osprey over Horn Lake a t  Lake- 
view, Miss. This is m y  first personal r e c o l d  for t h e  Memphis area. At 
the Lakeview, Miss., barrow pit, a King nail's nest was found on May 7 with 
3 eggs, 4 eggs  on the 8th, and 9 eggs  on t h e  15th. No change through June 
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1, the last visit before the 4th, when 2 eggs remained and 3 to  4 chicks were 
seen, two being caught and photographed. 7% Sora  were seen o n  this last 
tr ip.  White-rumped Santlpipers; five noted on M a y  21 and one on  M a y  29. 
Other  shore birds were present througii the last visit, June 4. A t  this  time 
six female Lesser  Scaups were sti l l  l ingering here. A Baldpate  was secn 
on Rlay 21. On  M a y  30 t h e  nesting colony of Pied-billed Grebes was checked 
f o r  the las t  t,ime. One adul t  was i n  charge of tcn immature Grebes; nppar-  
ently all that survived froni about a dozen nests averaging 8 to  10 eggs  each. 
Three young were over 3 weeks old, Iwo froni 2 l o  3 weeks old, and f i v e  wcrt. 
10 or Inore days  old. When I re turned hcre in August  only a f ew inches 
of water remained in the  furlncrly deeper portions a n d  weeds several fcut 
high were growing where the  floating nests of the Grcbcs had  been. About 
60 Anierican Egerets and i n ~ m a t u r c  Little Blue Heruns were scen, but t h e y  
left th is  spot within two weelts, a s  only a small and deep pi t  adjacent to the 
highway failcd to dry up complctcly. Here, on August 7, me saw a f e w  
Least Tern  fceding i l n r n a t ~ ~ r e  birds, ;t;l~ile on the  ldth, t h e  only ones seen 
were f ive  immatu re  Terns f i s h ~ n g  f o ~  t hc~nse lves  in  the roadside pit. F n r  
more recent w a t e r b i ~ d  observalions, see Mrs. Coffey's article on page 35. This 
appears to be a populal. highway for  swallorvs migrating- southward, as l a rge  
rlumbers are seen in the air or  nn wires. They are chicfly Rough-winged, 
b u t  there are also Bank, some Trec, and  a few Barn. One Cliff Swallow 
was noled. The Magnolia Warbler a p p e s r s  to  be the  most common transient 
of  this family.-Ben B. Coffey, &llempbis. 

LARK SPARROlV AT NASHVILLE: This b i r d ,  011 account of its very 
local distribution here, has all bu t  cIuded the efforts of local bird s tudents  
to record it as a breeding species. W e  have a number  of ear ly  August rec- 
ords, but  these have been eonsidcrcd as t rans ient  birds. On Ju ly  4, 1932, 
Messrs. G .  R.  Mayfield, Vernon Sharp and  1~yse1E were so for tu l~a tc  as to 
find two family  groups of these birds on the St,uwart's F e r r y  Pike ,  twelve 
r.nd twenty-two mjles east of Nashville, respectively. There were four  hirrls 
in the first lot, niostly young, bu t  at least  one parent which was still briiiging 
food to  them. They made headquarters in t he  tops of medium-sized trees 
a long  a creek in an open mcadaw, and allorved u s  to closely observe them.  I 
iound an empty nest close by, built  i n  the  shor t  clmab-grass, and resembling 
t h a t  of a Dickc i s s~ l .  These  young had I~een o u t  of t he  nest at least t e n  
days. At t he  furtl ler location, a mile west of Gladeville, a group of six flew 
f r o m  old apple trees a t  t h e  sidc of the road a n d  into an adjacent  meadow, 
where they  perlnitted close approach. M y  fij-st, summer record of this spc- 
ties about Nashville was ntadc on May 16, 1918, on the Lebanon road, a f e w  
miles north of the first nlentioned location. T w o  birds were observed, three 
lniles apart, dust ing theinselvcs i n  thc road. My nexl record was on J u n e  
21, 1919, when a parent  bird was scen feeding a young one as it sat on a 
telephone wire over pastured land.  This was near the Masonic Hon~c,  along 
the L. & N. R. R., five miles n o r t h  of Nashville. They could n o t  be found 
t.here the following year. On J u l y  14, 1916. Mayficld collected a spccimen 
near Hcndersonville, four teen miles northeast u f  Nashville. It was one of 
several ~ r ~ h i c h  he had flushed i-rom a dust!: road, and hc believes they hat1 
nested nearby. This species i s  one of tlie l a rges t  and hal~dsomest of thc 
Sparrow family; it is triillly buill, has a relatively small  head and assists 
in its identification by spreading its tail so that  the white margins may br 
seen.-A. F. Ganier, Nashville. 

REELFOOT LAKE: The new Biological Station at Walnu t  Log is now 
equipped and ready f o r  the  usc of naturalists a l~ r l  natul,e students who may 
v?isb t o  visit  t he  lake. Goud hotel nceommodations may be had at  the Wal- 
nu t  Log Butel nearby, and i t  i s  hoped that our ~nernbers will visit the Station 
frequently.  It is sponsored by the Tennessee Academy of Science. 
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FALL MIGRATION RECORD POI1 THE GOLDEN- WINGED WARBLER: 
On the afternoon of Seplelnber 8, 1932, while follorving a f lock of migrant  
wal-blers, m y  attention was attracted LO a fast-feeding warbler which swung  
head downward on the t e ~ m i n a l  twigs like a Chickadee. My suspiciol~s mere 
abundant ly  confirnierl un closer examination, for I had sccrl t h i s  warbler scv- 
~ r a I  t imes  in fall migrat ion near Atlanta, Ga. It was a male Golden-wing, 
Ycl-nzivo~n chl-usoptr~.n,  in  splendid plumage, and I folluwcd th is  rare visitor 
fuIl fif teen minutes t o  s ludy his habits a n d  markings .  

The f i r s t  ~ e c o r d  made of tllis species in the vicinity of Nnxhvillc w a s  by 
Mr.  3. A. Robbins and myself ill Centennial Parlc April 26, 1922. His song  
and actions left a thri l l  in  ou r  ~ ~ l i n d s .  'I'lle second record was i ~ x d e  by  a 
group of t h e  T. 0. S. in  Shelby Park, May 5 ,  1929. Mr. H a r r y  Monk and Mr.  
Compton Crook madc a th i rd  record in Westn~eade, May 4, 1930. My cards  
f o r  September, 1931, show a record for  t h e  Golden-wing, but t h e  glimpse was 
so  hasty tha t  I hesitate tn enter  this record as authentic.  This, then, is the  
fourth nnquestioned ~ ~ e o l d  of t h i s  species Iwar Nashville. Tlic wri ter  found 
a pair of Golden-wings feeding young ju s t  o u t  of the ncst  a t  Mayland, C a l n ~  
Nakanawa,  July 20, 1924.-G. R. Mayfield, Nashville. 

COWBIRDS BREEDING IN EAST TENNESSEE: This species htlr b e c : ~  
regarded by some as one  not to be looketi f o r  in  this r c ~ i o n  dur ing the brecd- 
l n g  season, therefore the  t.hree followinfi notes f1.on-t observers in  that area 
will be of interest. H. P. Ijnins,  a t  Knoxville, found a nest of the Red-escd  
Vireo nn J u n e  12, 1932, containiilg one e g g  of that  spccies and u n e  of t h e  
Cowbit-d. Sho r t l y  before, he f o u n d  a young Cowbird being f e d  by a Kentucky 
Warbler  in its nes t  along with young of the r ightful  owners. Of more  than 
lwenty nests exnnliiled by hil i~self  and th i r lg-f ive  cxaminctl by L. A. Hoffcr- 
bcrt, these were tho only Cou~bird eggs iountl. Re does not rccall f inding the111 
in previous years. R o b e ~ t  B. Lyle ul-' Johnson City, on  April 17th, found ;1 

nest with th ree  e g g s  of the Cardinal and which also contained two of Lhc 
Cowbird. These were the f i r s t  e g g s  he  had ever found  nf t h e  Coufbird 
that vicinity. A t  Brjstol, F. R.1. Jones writes: "The Cowbird is very r a re  ill 
th is  section, and only occasionaliy is cne  seen." The presence of Corvbir~ls 
in summer  is frequently deteeled only by f i t~r l ing t h e i ~  c g ~ s  in o the r  b i ~ c l h '  
nests. Mr. Jones has cxalnined hundreds of nests a n d  is In a position to  knorv. 
Brimley and Pearson, i n  their "Birds of North Carolina," 1919, we[-F u ~ l a b l o  
to record it as a b r~ed ing .  species in t h a t  State. 

BIRD 'BANDING: Mrs. Arch Cochran's  work i n  bird banrli~ig receiverl 
;i two-column writeup in t h e  Nashville Ranner of Sept. ? t h ,  together  w i t h  a 
number of photos reproduced in thc  ro togravure  seclion. A t  hei* home, 
"Dripping Rock Bird Sanctuary," she h a s  o f  Iate been using clap nets, this 
type of trap having proved most effect ive and least h a r m f u l  to the  b i r d s  
captured. TO date she a n d  he r  co-operators have bandcd more than  1,500 
birds. Last spying she was justifiably thrillccl al: having happed  a Robin 
originally banded at New Hartford,  Conl~.  The bird was captured o n  March 
23 and trapped again on April 10. She is hop ing  for its rulurn.  

O U R  NEW OFFICERS: Ben B. C o l ' f ~ y ,  Memphis,  President;  Har ry  P. 
Ijams, Knoxville, Vice-President for East Tennessee; Wayland 3. Haycs, Nash- 
ville, Vice-president for Middle Tennessee; Albert F. Ganicr, Curator,  N a y l ~ .  
ville; Mrs. F. C. Laskey, Graybar Lane, Nashville, Secretary, and  G c o ~ g e  
B. Woodring, Nashville, Treasurer and Edi tor .  Lend them your cooperalion. 

The Migrwt t  i s  scnl  l o  all ~neinbcrs n o t  i n  arrears fol. tlucs. Acticc 
membership is one  r lo l l a~  a year; associate n~e~nbe t - sh ip  is  GEty cents. Sull- 
scription to  non-membc~s is f i f ty  cenls.  A11 arliclrs and co~.~.rspontlencc shoul(1 
be addressetl to  the Editor-Treasurer,  Gso1.g~ B. Wootlring, E. Woo~lmo:~t  
Boulevard, Nashville, Tcnn. Dues s1iouId be s e n t  to t he  Treasurer. 



* 

I "Bird Book Headquarters" 
We have in our Store, or can obtain for you on short notice, 

- these books on Bird Life: 

HANDBOOK OF BIRDS OF EASTERN NORTH AMERICA. By 
F. M. Chapman. Well illustrated, in colors. 580 pages. Prim $5.00 

THE BOOK OF BIRD LIFE. By A. A. Allen, Ph.D., Professor of 
Ornithology, CorneH University. The world sf Birds described 
in the vivid language of the author. A wealth of information. 
Copionsly illustrated --------------------------------- Pnce $3.76 

WHAT BIRD IS THAT? By F. M. Chapman. Illustrated in 
colors, showfng all of our common birds --------------- Price $1.50 

OUR WINTER BIRDS. Wow to Know and How to Attract Them. 
By F. M. Chapman Price $2.00 

BIRD NEIGHBORS. By Neltje Blanchan. In a chaming style 
the author tells us a11 about those birds that are most worth 
knowing. Many colored illustrations. 227 pages------Price $1.00 

BIRDS THAT HUNT AND ARE HUNTED. By Neltjs Blanchan. 
-------Price $4.00 

BURGESS BIRD BOOK FOR CHILDREN. By Thsrnton W. Bur- 
gess. 353 pages. Beautifully ilIustrated in colors. America's 
leading naturalist, Dr. William T. Hornaday, says: "This is 
the best book about birds for litt,le children."--- .------Price $3-00 

STAY-AT-HOME BIRDS. By Mae Norton Morrjs. 160 pages. 
Well illustrated. A charming book far the chlldrea----Price $1.50 

POCKET NATURE GUIDES. By CHESTER A. REED 
With IIIustrations in Colors on Nearly Every Page. 

LAND BIRDS EAST OF THE ROCKIES. 
WATER AND GAME BIRDS. 
HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS WITH BIRDS. 
FLOWER GUIDE (for the Eastern States). 
TREE GUIDE. By Julia E. Rogers. 
BUTTERFLY GUIDE. By W. J. Holland. 

The above, uniform in size, in cloth, $1.26, or Iimp leather, $1.50. 
THE NATURE LOVERS KNAPSACK. One finds in this book all 

the best that poets have said about Nature. 304 pages. Price $2.60 

All Bird Lovers are cordially invited to visit our Store, or 
write to us for information on books about birds, and all 
nature, gardening and out of doors. 

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
LAMAR & WRITMORE, AGENTS 

810 Broadway. Nashville, Tenn. 
Telephone 6-2641 



DURY'S 
ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 

FIELD GLASSES 

STEREO PRISM BINOCULARS 

GRAFLEX CAMERAS 

KODAKS 

C I ~ E  KODAKS 

Bell & Howell 
MOTION PICTURE EQUIPMENT 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 

DRAWING MATERIALS 

LANTERN SLIDES MADE TO ORDER 

EXPERT DEVELOPING, PRINTING, 

ENLARGING 

420 Union St 422 S. Gay St. 
Nashville, Tnn. noxville, Tenn. 

- 
PpWonhe our advcatiaenr and mention THE BCIGRAPJT 
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