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COMMENT ON THE SEASON 

Lakefront  act ivi ty  during December and January was termed 
“dul l”  or  “dismal”.  I t  was descr ibed by two indefat igable  observers  as  
being the least  product ive in  their  years  of  coverage (Klamm).  At  
Lorain harbor  i t  changed somewhat  in  February with the appearance of  
the Glaucous and Iceland Gull .  Two signif icant  phenomena prevai led 
during the winter  per iod:  a  scarci ty  of  Blue Jays that  was unique in  our  
records,  and the widespread incursion of  Evening Grosbeaks.  These are  
reported below in detai l .  

Waterfowl.  All  species  of  waterfowl were in  scant  supply on 
the Cleveland lakefront  and present  in  great ly  lessened numbers  
on the Lorain lakefront .  The Common Loon was unreported and 
Grebes were not  plent i ful .  In  contrast  to  previous years ,  
there  was no massive concentrat ion of  gul ls  a t  Lorain harbor  in  
December (Nagy) .  The appearance of  the Great  Black-backed Gull  
was,  with the except ion of  lone individuals ,  most ly  l imited to  
a  per iod of  about  ten days in  mid-February,  with never  more 
than a  dozen reported and al l  occurrences were at  Lorain harbor.  

Snowy Owl an Absentee.  The autumn and winter  season passed with no 
report  of  a  Snowy Owl in  our  region for  the f i rs t  t ime s ince 1957-58.  

Scarci ty  of  the Blue Jay.  The decl ine in  the populat ion of  the Blue Jay 
was the most  widely recognized phenomenon of  the winter  season,  
apparent  to  even the most  casual  observer.  In  our  le t ter  to  contr ibutors  
we requested comment  on the s ta tus  of  the Jay,  and the fol lowing are  
some of  the enl ightening repl ies  f rom various local i t ies .  

“The most  spectacular  record from Kir t land Hil ls  is  a  negat ive 
one --  one Blue Jay on January 2.  A winter  with only one Blue Jay is  
c lear ly  a  disaster  year,  In  the total  absence of  nuts  in  the woods the 
Blue Jays moved out  (south) .  They are  reported to  be unusual ly  dense 
in  southern Ohio,  Kentucky,  and West  Virginia .  The nut  fa i lure  was due 
to  the freeze of  May 1 and 2,  1968,  hi t t ing al l  t rees  in  bloom” (Bole,  
Jr. ) .  

“Only one observat ion at  the Trai ls ide Museum feeder  in  North 
Chagrin Reservat ion --  a  s ingle  individual  on December 5 --  previous 
winter  i t  was a  common bird” (Finck) .  

“Some common species  seemed substant ia l ly  reduced in  Mentor,  
notably Blue Jays and House Sparrows.  As a  resul t  I  have been using 
no more than one-f i f th  as  much feed as  in  some past  winters .  I  saw 
probably as  many Blue Jays on February 22 and 23 in  the Oscoda,  
Michigan area as  I  have seen al l  winter  here .  One f lock there  numbered 
about  50.  Vern Barnes of  Barnes Seed Supply in  Wil loughby reports  
sales  have been down al l  winter  on bird seed with many regular  cus­
tomers  report ing a  lack of  birds .  I  have found no evidence of  birds  
being 
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ki l led by severe weather  but  am incl ined to  a t t r ibute  i t  to  lack of  natural  
food causing the birds  to  move elsewhere” (Hammond).  

“No Blue Jays observed al l  winter  in  my coverage of  Shaker  Lakes,  
Brecksvi l le  and North Chagrin Reservat ions” (Deininger) .  

“ . .  fewer  Jays than at  any t ime I  can remember.  Our oak t ree  in  
Wil loughby Hil ls  had vir tual ly  no acorns --  could this  be the deciding fac
tor?” (Skaggs) .  

Concurr ing opinions were received from Mentor  (Fais) ;  Eucl id  
(Fiening);  Waite  Hil l  (Sherwin and Flanigan);Lyndhurst  (Kitson);  Chardon 
(Ramisch);  West  Geauga (Kremm);  Chagrin Fal ls  (Clark and Engl ish) ;  
Lakewood (Siebert) ;  Elyr ia  (Johnson) .  

Chris tmas Count  records of  the Elyr ia  Audubon Society and the 
Kir t land Bird Club also reveal  a  notable  scarci ty  of  Jays this  year.  

Only two dissent ing reports-were submit ted:  in  the Summit  County 
Metropol i tan Parks there  was “no shortage of  Blue Jays” (Szabo);  and in  
Berea “Blue Jays were normal  in  our  area” (Chambers) .  

Cont inuing Occurrence of  Evening Grosbeaks.  The incursion of  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  f i rs t  observed on October  27,  cont inued through the winter.  A 
contr ibutor  who regular ly  prepares  a  summary of  the occurrence of  this  
species  for  the Inland Bird Banding News s ta tes  that  “possibly this  wil l  
prove to  be one of  the largest  incursions to  date ,  i f  not  the greatest  of  a l l”  
(Dexter) .  Flocks were reported from throughout  the region.  

Counts  in  the f i f t ies  and s ixt ies  were made frequent ly  throughout  
the per iod at  the feeding s ta t ion of  a  res idence near  Painesvi l le  where 
they f i rs t  appeared October  29.  The males  appeared to  be in  the majori ty  
in  this  f lock (Storer) .  

A f lock of  20 to  25 regular ly  vis i ted feeders  a t  a  Mentor  res idence 
(Hammond).  

Early in  January a  f lock of  25 to  30 began to  vis i t  the  neighborhood 
feeders  near  Heath Road in  Chester land and cont inued through the winter  
season (Al  Hanson f ide Flanigan) .  

Evening Grosbeaks were heard cal l ing in  a  woods near  Chardon 
ear ly  in  the winter,  f inding the feeders  on December 15 and remaining.  
They numbered 20 birds  each day,  diminishing toward the end of  the sea
son (Spare) .  

A f lock in  Chagrin Fal ls  f i rs t  appeared on November 10,  
reached a  high of  42 birds  on January 20,  and remained at  about  
that  level .  Most  of  them were females .  On January 24,one bird 
was seen at  the feeder  a t  3:50 p.m. ,  which is  the la tes t  
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hour  anyone reported a  bird feeding (Engl ish) .  Nearly al l  feeding s ta
t ion s ight ings were made before  noon.  

The most  massive concentrat ion of  Evening Grosbeaks was at  the 
feeding s ta t ion of  Dr.  R.  C.  McKay in  Brecksvi l le ,  the locat ion of  large 
f locks in  former years .  They arr ived on November 29 and reached a  
total  of  about  200 birds  feeding s imultaneously (f ide Dexter) .  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  bel ieved to  be a  separate  band,  occurred at  another  feeder  
in  Brecksvi l le  during the winter.  The high count  was 110 birds  on 
December 22 (Jerry Piskac f ide Carrothers) .  

In  Peninsula ,  Evening Grosbeaks made their  f i rs t  appearance on 
November 11 and quickly bui l t  up to  77 or  more.  Seventy-f ive dai ly  
counts  were made of  this  f lock during the winter.  Numbers  of  males  
and females  var ied from day to  day.  On one day only 15% of  the birds  
were males ,  which was the lowest  percentage,  while  on four  days 45% 
were males ,  which was the highest  percentage.  In  general ,  the  males  
comprised from one-fourth to  one-third of  the f lock.  The s ize  of  the 
f lock f luctuated great ly,  ranging from a high of  62 birds  on January 3 
(16 males ,  46 females)  to  a  low of  s ix  on February 27 (1 male ,  5  
females) .  On 65 of  the 75 days,  the ta l ly  was 25 birds  or  less .  
Beginning in  mid-December a  Cooper ’s  Hawk harassed the Grosbeaks 
from t ime to  t ime,  and i t  was seen dai ly  af ter  February 5,  i ts  presence 
possibly causing departure  of  the greater  par t  of  the f lock (Jeanne 
Reis ter  f ide Hjelmquist) .  

A band of  20 Grosbeaks was present  a t  Bath on December 4,  
increased to  48 individuals  by the 21st ,  reached a  high of  65 birds  on 
the 29th and remained near  this  level  through the per iod.  The 
Grosbeaks habi tual ly  appeared at  the feeders  just  af ter  daybreak,  7:30 
am. at  f i rs t  but  6:40 a .m.  a t  the end of  the per iod (Marcel la  Glassner  
f ide Hjelmquist) .  

Evening Grosbeaks were f i rs t  reported in  Lorain County on 
December 5 and by mid-January one f lock had bui l t  up to  50 birds ,  
cont inuing to  increase unt i l  February when i t  numbered 100 birds  
( f ide Johnson) .  

Reports  were received of  sporadic  vis i ts  and/or  lesser  numbers  of  
birds  f rom other  locat ions:  North Chagrin Reservat ion (Finck);  Geauga 
County (Kremm, Leach);  Kir t land Hil ls  (Bole ,  Jr. ,  Daniels) ;  Burton 
(Ramisch);  Gates  Mil ls  (Mrs.  Harding f ide Sherwin);  Warrensvi l le  
Farms (Knight) ;  Painesvi l le  (Booth) .  

Other  Winter  Finches Make Brief  Appearances in  Small  Numbers . 
Pine Grosbeak (1)  a  f lock of  more than 20 in  Moreland 

Hil ls  on December 8 (Shaper) ;  (2)  three at  Virginia  Kendal l  
Park on December 28 and 29 (Szabo,  Hjelmquist) ;  (3)  three fed 
on seed pods of  white  ash in  Clague Park on December 29 
(Stasko);  (4)  f ive were observed in  a  pine plant ing at  Bass  
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Lake in  Geauga County in  the la te  af ternoon of  January 1 (Leach,  
Ramisch);  (5)  two males  rested br ief ly  in  a  t ree  a t  a  res idence near  
Chardon on January 9 (Spare) .  

Common Redpoll :  (1)  observed on eleven dates  between 
December 8 and February 17 at  the Shaker  Lakes in  numbers  varying 
from four  to  30 birds  (Carrothers  e t  a l ) ;  (2)  several  birds  were 
observed at  Firestone Metropol i tan Park on January 14 and 16 
(Hjelmquist) ;  (3)  e ight  fed br ief ly  in  a  garden gone to  seed in  Mentor  
on February 6 (Fais) ;  (4)  ten birds  were reported from Carl is le  in  
Lorain County on February 27  (Johnson) .  

Pine Siskin:  made very f leet ing appearances,  of  three birds  or  
less  each s ight ing,  in  the eastern and western port ion of  the region 
from mid-December to  mid-February,  with the except ion of  December 
13 when 20 birds  were observed at  a  res idence in  Elyr ia  (Johnson) .  

Red Crossbi l l :  one report  of  e ight  in  Waite  Hil l  on December 
21 (Flanigan) .  

Hardy Winter ing Birds .  A Great  Blue Heron appeared in  the 
Chagrin River  val ley during December and January,  leaving 
t racks in  the snow near  a  creek leading to  the r iver  on Jan­
uary 12 (Denny,  Flanigan,  Walter  Hal le  f ide Sherwin) .  

American Widgeon wintered on Baldwin Reservoir  and Shaker  
Lake.  The high count  was 19 on January 24 (Deininger,  Gaede,  
Peskin) . ,  

A male Wood Duck wintered on Corning Lake at  Holden 
Arboretum, associat ing freely with the Canada Geese and Mallards  
(Hammond).  

Two Virginia  Rai ls  wintered at  Firestone Metropol i tan Park.  
(For  an account  of  this  rare  occurrence see the Noteworthy Records 
sect ion.)  

A feature  of  the eastern and western port ion of  the region was 
the dai ly  observance of  White-crowned Sparrows.  (1)  One adul t  bird 
and three immatures  ( two banded)  f requented the feeders  dai ly  
throughout  the winter  a t  a  res idence in  Waite  Hil l  (Flanigan);  (2)  two 
adul t  birds  and two immatures  were observed almost  every day 
through the per iod at  a  feeder  in  Berea (Chambers) ;  (3)  two immature 
birds  fed beneath the feeders  a t  a  res idence in  Eucl id  on February 6 
and 20 and one was present  on February 21,  23,  and 26 (Fiening);  (4)  
a  s ingle  bird was at  Hanging Rock Farm adjoining Holden Arboretum 
on December 30 (Bole,  Jr. ) ;  (5)  an immature was observed on 
February 2 in  the Rocky River  Reservat ion (Stasko) .  

On December 14 a  Fox Sparrow was banded in  Wil loughby 
Hil ls  (Skaggs) ;  one vis i ted a  feeder  in  Shaker  Heights  a lmost  
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dai ly,  being absent  on some warm days,  f rom January 4 to  the end of  
the per iod (Feher) ;  one was-present  on January 2l  a long Doan Creek 
north of  Lower Shaker  Lake (Knight) .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Double-crested Cormorant  -  (1)  On the morning of  December 21 an 
adul t  was swimming and diving at  Gordon Park;  (2)  in  the la te  af ter­
noon of  January 19 one rested on the shore at  the Municipal  Light  
Plant  unt i l  d is turbed,  then associated with the ducks on the open water  
(Klamm).  

Oldsquaw -  Single  birds  were at  Lorain harbor  on December 8,  
12,  and 13 (Ward)  and at  Gordon Park on December 21 (Klamm),  
February 9,  19,  and 20 (Gaede,  Kitson,  Leach,  Surman,  Jr. ) .  

White-winged Scoter  -  (1)  One at  Lorain harbor  on December 18 
(Ward);  (2)  one at  Headlands State  Park on December 30 (Fais) .  

Surf  Scoter  -  An immature bird at  Gordon Park on December 21 
(Klamm).  

Common Scoter  -  (1)  One at  Lorain harbor  on December 5 (Ward);  (2)  
a  male  rest ing and r iding on the water  a t  Lakewood Park on December 
7 (Klamm);  (3)  a  f lock of  14 was observed rest ing on the water  a t  
Headlands State  Park on December 30 .  After  several  minutes  observa­
t ion,  some diving and swimming,  they f lew off  in  a  s t ra ight  l ine,  keep­
ing low over  the water  (Fais) .  

Virginia  Rai l  -  Perhaps the most  unexpected s ight ing of  the winter  
season was two Virginia  Rai ls  a t  Firestone Metropol i tan Park on 
Chris tmas Day.  They were f i rs t  seen probing for  feed near  the out le t  
f rom a pond that  seldom freezes .  Apparent ly  a l l  condi t ions were favor­
able  and they remained,  being viewed on var ious dates  to  the end of  
the per iod (Don Prack f ide Szabo,  Hjelmquist  e t  a l ) .  

Glaucous Gull  -  (1)  One was ident i f ied at  Gordon Park on December 6 
(Shaper) ;  (2)  one or  two were reported from Lorain harbor  on several  
dates  between February 13 and 24 (Gaede,  Johnson,  Siebert ,  Ward) ,  
and on the 16th an observer  saw two at  Avon,  then drove to  Lorain 
harbor  to  f ind two that  had been under  observat ion there  during his  
s top in  Avon (Ward) .  

Iceland Gull  -  An immature was,  careful ly  s tudied at  Lorain 
February 20 to  24 (Gaede,  Johnson,  Klamm, Nagy,  Ward) .  

Frankl in’s  Gull  -  An uncommon number,  three,  were at  White  Ci ty  on 
December 7 (Skaggs) .  

Black-legged Kit t iwake -  One was observed feeding at  Lorain harbor  
on February 21,  being forced to  evade a  larger  gul l  but  managing to  
re tain i ts  morsel  of  food (Ward) .  
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Common Tern -  Six present  a t  White  Ci ty  on December 4,  an uncom
monly la te  date  (Carrothers) .  

Mockingbird - Three occurrences were reported:  one bird in  Chestnut  
Hil l  Cemetery,  Cuyahoga Fal ls ,  f rom November 24 through the end of  
February (Hjelmquist) ;  three in  Peninsula  on December 23 and 28 
(Hjelmquist) ;  one seen infrequent ly  in  Waite  Hil l .  between January 
22 and February 6 (Sherwin and Flanigan) .  

Catbird -  (1)  One was observed at  Wil loughby on December 30 (L.  
Barbour  f ide Fais) ;  (2) .one was near  the main gate  a t  the Holden 
Arboretum on January 12 (Hammond).  

Brown Thrasher  -  One fed by scratching through a  thin covering of  
snow on the grounds at  Universi ty  School  in  Shaker  Heights  a t  mid
day on December 17 (Rickard) .  

Northern Shrike -  (1)  At  mid-morning on December 8 an adul t  bird 
came from behind a  fa l len log in  Mentor  Marsh,  perched on a  s t ick 
not  far  f rom the ground,  then f lew to a  nearby t reetop (Hammond);  
(2)  one perched high in  a  - t ree  near  South Chagrin Reservat ion on 
January 19 (Raynes) ;  (3)  an adul t  sang for  15 to  20 minutes  a top a  20 
foot  t ree  in  Solon just  af ter  sunirse  on February 8 (Surman,  Jr. ) .  

Bal t imore Oriole  - The immature male  that  f requented a  feeder  in  
Chagrin Fal ls  beginning on November 16,  cont inued to  be seen dai ly  
unt i l  December 1,  then on i r regular  dates  unt i l  January 1.  Seemingly 
able  to  survive four-degree above zero weather,  i t  d isappeared when 
the weather  became more mild (Clark) .  .  

Oregon Junco -  A wil l -marked bird was.  observed at  the Trai ls ide 
Museum feeder  in  North Chagrin Reservat ion On February 1 
(Surman,  Jr. ) .  

Field Sparrow -  (1)  One at  Tinker  [Tinker ’s]  Creek Farm in Geauga 
County on December 22 (Ramisch);  (2)  one observed at  a  feeding 
s ta t ion in  Chardon on January 13 (Spare) ;  (3)  one fed on the ground 
with Juncos and Tree Sparrows in  Wil loughby Hil ls  on February 9,  
15,  and 16 (Skaggs) .  

Lincoln’s  Sparrow -  On December 8 two were f l i t t ing about  in  the 
brush and grass  near  Wake Robin Trai l  in  Mentor  Marsh,  associat ing 
with Tree and Song Sparrows (Hammond).  

Addendum: 

Mute Swan -  One fed in  a  small  area in  lee  of  the breakwall  a t  
Fairport  during a  high wind and snow squal ls  on December 24 
(Booth) .  
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NEW BIRD BOOK PUBLISHED 

A Field Book of  Birds  of  the Cleveland Region 

by Donald L.  Newman has just  been publ ished by the Cleveland 

Museum of  Natural  History.  This  pocket-s ized handbook contains  a  

ser ies  of  graphs showing the magnitude of  occurrence and the dura­

t ion of  occurrence of  251 species ,  together  with an annotated l is t  of  

noteworthy records involving 64 species .  I t  a lso contains  a  map of  

the region and considerable  instruct ive comment  on the bird l i fe  of  

the region.  

The Handbook sel ls  for  $1.50 and is  avai lable  a t  the Natural  

Science Museum Sales  Counter.  Mail  orders  wil l  be f i l led;  add 25¢ 

per  book for  sales  tax and mail ing.  Address  requests  to:  Sales  

Counter,  Natural  Science Museum, 10600 East  Boulevard Cleveland,  

Ohio 44106.  
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A NESTING OF THE EASTERN WOOD PEWEE 

Carl  F.  Hamann 

[Some t ime before  his  death in  November 1964,  Carl  F.  Hamann,  who 
was a  valued contr ibutor  to  the BIRD CALENDAR for  many years ,  sub­
mit ted a  careful ly  wri t ten account  of  a  nest ing of  the Eastern Wood 
Pewee he had observed.  Though i t  had obvious meri t  and deserved pub­
l icat ion,  i t  d id  require  some l i t t le  edi t ing to  conform to the s tyle  of  the 
BIRD CALENDAR. Unfortunately,  we did not  have t ime to  do the nec­
essary edi t ing and so,  regretful ly,  his  paper  was put  as ide unt i l  now 
(January 1969)  when t ime did become avai lable  to  us .  In  addi t ion to  i ts  
intr insic  worth as  a  nest ing account ,  this  posthumous publ icat ion is  a  
deserved t r ibute  to  the author,  a  modest  and scholar ly  man whose 
intensive f ie ld  work in  the Aurora area provided us  with the f i rs t  nest­
ing record for  the Brown Creeper  and the f i rs t  detai led accounts  of  
nest ings of  the Northern Water thrush.  -  DLN] 

In Aurora,  Ohio,  the Eastern Wood Pewee has  been a  regular  
summer resident  for  the past  32 years ,  nest ing in  the ta l l  e lm trees  a t  
the end of  our  s t reet .  Typical ly,  the nests  have been placed high in  the 
t rees  and thus close observat ion has  not  been possible .  In  1960,  howev­
er,  I  f inal ly  had occasion to  observe a  pair  c losely when they nested in  
my yard.  

Nest  Si te  and Nest  Bui lding 

On June 19 I  discovered the par t ia l ly-constructed nest  on the 
branch of  a  black locust  t ree  about  15 feet  above the lawn and about  
the same dis tance from the t ree  t runk.  Another  black locust  was in  the 
immediate  vicini ty,  together  with an elm and a  black walnut .  To the 
north of  the nest  t ree  was a  row of  Canada hemlocks.  The area within 
150 feet  of  the nest  s i te  was also the terr i tory of  Mourning Doves,  
Purple  Mart ins ,  House Sparrows ( joint  occupants  of  the Mart in  house) ,  
and a  pair  of  Star l ings which were rais ing a  family in  a  nestbox intend­
ed for  a  Yel low-shafted Fl icker.  I  f i rs t  observed the nest  f rom a point  
on the lawn about  60 feet  away,  but  la ter  I  found I  could obtain a  less  
obstructed view from my l ibrary window which was about  15 feet  c los­
er.  With 7 x 35 binoculars  and a  spot t ing te lescope with 20-  and 30­
power eyepieces ,  I  had a  r ingside seat .  

When I  f i rs t  observed the nest ,  I  could see the sky through the 
bot tom and was able  to  see the female weaving mater ia ls  into the nest ,  
shaping i t  wi th  her  body.  Using the te lescope I  saw that  the foundat ion,  
composed of  grassl ike pieces  of  mater ia l ,  had already been bui l t .  In  the 
fol lowing three days the female f inished construct ion.  
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F i r s t ,  o f  cou r se ,  she  comple t ed  t he  supe r s t ruc tu r e .  She  t hen  bu i l t  up  
t he  r im  wi th  f i ne r  ma t e r i a l s ,  and  f i n i shed  by  deco ra t i ng  t he  s i de s  
w i th  b i t s  o f  l i chen  so  t ha t  t he  ne s t  l ooked  a s  a l t hough  i t  we re  a  pa r t  o f  
t he  b r anch  i t s e l f .  The  ne s t  was  sh i e lded  by  l e aves  wh ich  we re  above  
i t  and  on  i t s  wes t  s i de .  

The  Eggs  

F rom June  21  t o  28  I  was  away.  When  I  r e t u rned ,  I  examined  
t he  ne s t  w i th  a  r e a r  v i ew  au to  mi r ro r  a t t a ched  t o  t he  end  o f  a  l ong  
bamboo  po l e .  The  ne s t  con t a ined  one  egg ,  wh ich  was  wh i t e  w i th  
da rk  spo t t i ng  a round  t he  l a rge r  end .  I  d id  no t  examine  t he  ne s t  
aga in  un t i l  abou t  a  week  l a t e r  because  I  d id  no t  w i sh  t o  t ake  t he  
chance  o f  d i s t u rb ing  t he  f ema le  and  so  cause  he r  t o  de se r t .  By  t he  
t ime  I  made  my  second  obse rva t i on  w i th  t he  mi r ro r,  t he r e  we re  two  
eggs .  Bo th  we re  s t i l l  t h e r e  when  I  made  my  th i rd  obse rva t i on  on  
Ju ly  12 ,  t he  day  be fo r e  ha t ch ing .  

I ncuba t i on  

Dur ing  t he  i ncuba t i on  I  obse rved  t he  ne s t  a t  va r i ous  
t imes  i n  t he  day  fo r  pe r i ods  ave r ag ing  app rox ima te ly  15  
minu t e s .  Of t en  du r ing  t h i s  t ime  I  hea rd  t he  ma le  s i ng ing  
i n  t he  d i s t ance .  I  neve r  s aw  h im  nea r  t he  ne s t ,  howeve r,  
and  t he  f ema le  a lone  i ncuba t ed  t he  eggs .  He r  app roach  
t o  t he  ne s t ,  wh i ch  was  ve ry  qu i ck  and  w i thou t  i n t e rmed ia t e  
s t ops ,  was  made  f rom e i t he r  t he  no r th  o r  t he  sou th .  When  
she  l anded  on  t he  r im ,  she  wou ld  gene ra l l y  s e t t l e  down  
immed ia t e ly,  ad ju s t i ng  he r  ven t r a l  f e a the r s .  Occas iona l l y  
she  wou ld  s t and  on  t he  r im  and  poke  he r  b i l l  i n t o  t he  
ne s t  a s  i f  a r r ang ing  t he  pos i t i on  o f  t he  eggs .  A t  t imes  
she  a l so  s eemed  t o  a r r ange  t he  eggs  w i th  he r  f e e t ,  r i s i ng .  
s l i gh t l y  i n  t he  ne s t  t o  do  so .  

Once  on  t he  ne s t ,  t h e  f ema le  d id  no t  s t ay  i n  a  f i xed  pos i t i on  
bu t  sh i f t ed  f r equen t l y,  gene ra l l y  by  mov ing  i n  a  c l ockwi se  d i r ec t i on  
keep ing  he r  f a ce  t oward  t he  sun .  She  s a t  e r ec t  i n  t he  ne s t ,  a l e r t ,  
wa r i l y  t u rn ing  he r  head  f rom s ide  t o  s i de .  When  i t  r a i ned  she  spen t  
more  t ime  on  t he  ne s t .  On  two  occa s ions  - -  once  du r ing  a  r a i n s to rm  
and  aga in  when  a  s t r ong  w ind  was  b lowing  - -  she - c rouched  mo t ion
l e s s  i n  t he  ne s t ,  ho ld ing  he r  head  l ow.  

When  absen t  f r om the  ne s t ,  t h e  f ema le  spen t  he r  t ime  hawk ing  
i n sec t s .  Usua l l y  she  was  gone  fo r  on ly  f i ve  o r  t en  minu t e s  a l t hough  
on  two  occa s ions  (once  wh i l e  i t  was  r a in ing )  she  was  away  fo r  ha l f  
an  hou r.  I n  t he  midd l e  o f  t he  a f t e rnoon ,  when  t he  s un  shone  d i r ec t l y  
on  he r,  she  gene ra l l y  s a t  w i th  he r  b i l l  open .  Occas iona l l y  she  
opened  and  c lo sed  i t  i n  a  s l ow  rhy thm.  He r  t a i l  a l so  moved  up  
and  down  in  a  r egu l a r  r hy thm;  t h i s  r hy thm was  somewha t  
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f a s t e r  t han  a  human  hea r t  bea t ,  p e rhaps  keep ing  t ime  w i th  he r  own  
pu l s e  bea t  o r  he r  r a t e  o f  r e sp i r a t i on .  

Ha t ch ing  

When  I  examined  t he  ne s t  on  Ju ly  12 ,  i t  s t i l l  con t a ined  t he  two  
eggs .  The  nex t  day  1  no t i c ed  t ha t  when  t he  f ema le  r e tu rned  f rom 
hawk ing  i n sec t s ,  she  d ropped  he r  b i l l  i n to  t he  ne s t  a s  i f  f e ed ing ,  
wh ich  l ed  me  t o  a s sume  tha t  t he  f i r s t  egg  had  ha t ched .  

On  Ju ly  14  t he  f ema le  l e f t  t he  ne s t  s even  t imes  w i th in  one  hou r,  
d ipped  he r  b i l l  i n to  t he  ne s t  f i ve  t imes ,  and  tw ice  s e t t l ed  t o  b rood .  
When  I  wa lked  unde r  t he  ne s t ,  I  was  g r ee t ed  by  he r  tw i t t e r i ng  no t e s  
and  he r  u sua l  “pee - ee t ”  c a l l .  Seve ra l  t imes  I  a l so  hea rd  a  f a i n t  “dee ­
dee -dee”  wh ich  I  p r e sumed  came  f rom the  young .  Upon  examin ing  t he  
ne s t  w i th  t he  mi r ro r,  I  obse rved  one  young  b i rd  cove red  w i th  wh i t e  
down .  The  s econd  egg  d id  no t  ha t ch .  Af t e r  t he  ne s t l i ng  had  l e f t ,  I  
examined  t he  ne s t  aga in  and  found  t he  s econd  egg  was  mi s s ing .  

Behav io r  o f  t he  Ma le  

The  f i r s t  t ime  I  w i tne s sed  t he  ma le  nea r  t he  ne s t  was  Ju ly  14 ,  
t he  day  fo l l owing  t he  ha t ch ing  o f  t he  egg .  Af t e r  pe r ch ing  on  t he  e l ec ­
t r i c  w i r e s  abou t  25  f ee t  f r om the  ne s t ,  h e  f l ew  to  t he  suppo r t i ng  
b r anch ,  pe r ched  abou t  two  f ee t  f r om the  ne s t  f o r  a  f ew  seconds ,  t hen  
f l ew  away  w i thou t  any  a t t emp t  a t  f e ed ing .  On  Ju ly  16  be  came  t o  t he  
ne s t  tw ice .  Once  he  f ed  t he  ne s t l i ng ,  bu t  t he  nex t  t ime  he  was  chased  
by  h i s  ma t e  w i th  a  snapp ing  o f  he r  b i l l .  He  app roached  f rom the  ea s t  
and  l anded  on  t he  b r anch  be fo r e  f l y ing  t o  t he  ne s t .  As  t ime  wen t  on  
he  s eemed  t o  l e a rn  h i s  way,  even tua l l y  l and ing  d i r ec t l y  a t  t he  ne s t  
bu t  no t  on  t he  r im  a s  d id  t he  f ema le .  Th ree  t imes  I  s aw  bo th  adu l t s  a t  
t he  ne s t  s imu l t aneous ly ;  t he  ma le  once  pa s sed  food  t o  t he  f ema le  who  
f ed  i t  t o  t he  ne s t l i ng .  

Us ing  t he  35 -power  l en s  o f  t he  t e l e s cope  t o  ge t  a  good  v i ew  
o f  t he  ma l e ,  I  f ound  he  was  somewha t  d i f f e r en t  i n  appea rance  f rom 
the  f ema le .  He  s eemed  t o  be  s l e eke r,  h i s  b i l l  was  a  t r i f l e  l onge r,  
and  t he  ha i r s  a t  t he  ba se  o f  t he  b i l l  we re  l onge r.  As  migh t  be  
expec t ed ,  h i s  l ower  b r ea s t  and  abdomina l  f e a the r s  we re  no t  pa r t ed  

i n  t he  midd l e  a s  t he  f ema le ’s  we re  because  o f  b rood ing .  H i s  manne r  
o f  app roach  t o  t he  ne s t  d i s t i ngu i shed  h im  a s  we l l ,  f o r  he  was  more  
cau t i ous  and  c i r cumspec t  t han  t he  f ema le .  I n  add i t i on ,  when  he  
ca l l ed  he  gave  t he  “pee -a -wee”  no t e  whe rea s  t he  f ema le  u t t e r ed  a  
d i s t i ngu i shab l e  “pee - ee t ” ,  t he  “ t ”  mu ted  and  j u s t  vague ly  sugges t ed .  



- 12  - Vo l .  65 ,  No .  1  

Ca re  o f  t he  Nes t l i ng  

F rom Ju ly  13  t o  27 ,  i nc lu s ive ,  I  wa t ched  t he  ne s t i ng  ac t i v i t i e s  a  
t o t a l  o f  s i x t een  and  t h r ee -  qua r t e r  hou r s .  Ou t  o f  t he  169  f eed ings  I  
w i tne s sed  i n  t h i s  t ime ,  I  was  ab l e  t o  i den t i f y  t he  food -b r ing ing  pa r en t  
i n  a l l  bu t  14  i n s t ances ;  i n  e ach  o f  t he se  t he  b i rd ’s  back  was  t u rned  
t oward  me .  Of  t he  155  i den t i f i ab l e  f e ed ings ,  t he  f ema le  p rov ided  101  
(65%) ,  t he  ma le  54  (35%) .  The  number  o f  f e ed ings  r anged  f rom two  
t o  17  pe r  hou r.  I n  coming  t o  t he  ne s t ,  t h e  f ema le  f l ew  to  i t  d i r e c t l y  a s  
she  d id  du r ing  i ncuba t i on .  On ly  tw ice  d id  I  s ee  he r  s t op  en  rou t e .  
Bo th  t imes  she  pe r ched  i n  t he  ad j acen t  e lm  t r ee ,  t hen  f l ew  d i r ec t l y  
and  qu i ck ly  t o  t he  ne s t .  

When  f eed ing ,  t he  f ema le  he ld  t he  food  c ro s swi se  i n  he r  b i l l  
and ,  pe r ched  on  t he  r im  o f  t he  ne s t ,  t h ru s t  i t  down  the  t h roa t  o f  t he  
ne s t l i ng .  I n  gene ra l ,  t h e  f ood  appea red  t o  be  de r i ved  f rom in sec t s ,  
bu t  mos t  f e ed ings  we re  t oo  sma l l  f o r  me  t o  i den t i f y.  I  d id  obse rve  t he  
f eed ing  o f  a  l a rge  mo th ,  a  b l ack  bee t l e ,  and  a  t r an s . pa r en t -w inged  
i n sec t  o f  cons ide r ab l e  s i z e .  These  l a rge r  i n sec t s  she  r educed  t o  ed ib l e  
s i z e  by  c runch ing  t hem in  he r  b i l l .  Once  when  she  was  o f f e r i ng  a  
l a rge  b l ack  i n sec t ,  s he  had  t o  ex t r ac t  i t  and  work  i t  i n  he r  b i l l  a  s ec
ond  t ime  be fo r e  t he  f eed ing  was  a  succe s s .  On  t h r ee  occa s ions  I  
no t i c ed  a  s i l ve ry  ob j ec t  l e ave  he r  b i l l  and  en t e r  t he  open  mou th  o f  
t he  ne s t l i ng .  Wa te ry -wh i t e  and  t r an s lucen t ,  i t  l ooked  l i ke  s a l i va ,  bu t  
s i nce  t he se  obse rva t i ons  we re  made  a t  d i f f e r en t  t imes  o f  t he  day  
when  l i gh t  r e f l e c t i on  p robab ly  wou ld  have  changed  t he  appea rance  o f  
s a l i va ,  I  t ook  i t  t o  be  t he  b i rd ’s  t ongue  fo r c ing  food  down  the  
ne s t l i ng ’s  t h roa t .  

Du r ing  t he  f i r s t  e i gh t  days  she  b rooded  10 -36  minu t e s  pe r  hou r.  
Af t e r  t h i s  t ime  b rood ing  p r ac t i c a l l y  c ea sed ,  and  t he  mos t  t ime  she  
spen t  on  t he  ne s t  was  abou t  f i ve  minu t e s  o f  e ach  hou r.  When  t he  sun  
shone  d i r ec t l y  on  t he  ne s t ,  a s  i t  d i d  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon ,  t he  f ema le  o f t en  
s t ood  on  t he  wes t  r im  sh i e ld ing  t he  ne s t l i ng  w i th  ha l f  open  w ings .  

I  cou ld  no t  t e l l  f o r  c e r t a i n  when  ne s t  s an i t a t i on  began .  The  
f i r s t  f e ca l  s ac  I  s aw  was  r emoved  on  Ju ly  20 ,  a  week  a f t e r  ha t ch ing .  
Fou r  days  l a t e r  t he  ne s t l i ng  i t s e l f  moved  t o  a  pos i t i on  a s  i f  vo id ing  
ove r  t he  r im .  The  fo l l owing  day  a  f e ca l  s ac  l odged  on  t he  ou t s i de  
o f  t he  ne s t  and  was  l a t e r  r emoved  by  one  o f  t he  adu l t s .  I  a l so  found  
s eve ra l  o the r s  on  t he  g round  nea r  t he  ne s t .  

On  Ju ly  21 ,  I  f i r s t  no t ed  da rk  f ea the r s  on  t he  cap i t a l  t r a c t  
o f  t he  ne s t l i ng ,  and  t he  nex t  day  t he  shea th s  on  t he  sp ina l  t r a c t  
and  w ings  we re  ev iden t .  
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F requen t l y  t he r ea f t e r  t he  f ema le  pe r ched  on  t he  ne s t  a s  i f  t o  a s s i s t  i n  
f r e e ing  t he  f ea the r s  f r om the  shea th s .  

I  d id  no t  obse rve  any  p r eda to r s  come  i n to  t he  ne s t  t r e e .  
Howeve r,  when  a  Rob in  l anded  on  a  nea rby  b r anch ,  i t  was  a t t a cked  
by  t he  f ema le  w i th  a  snapp ing  o f  he r  b i l l .  I  a l so  wa t ched  he r  cha se  
a  House  Spa r row  in  t he  s ame  manne r.  A  Common  Grack l e ,  wh ich  
l anded  on  t he  g round  nea r  t he  ne s t  t r e e  was  a l so  qu i ck ly  a s sau l t ed  
and  d r i ve  away,  bu t  she  pa id  no  a t t en t i on  t o  such  b i rd s  a s  t he  
B lack -capped  Ch ickadee ,  Whi t e -b r ea s t ed  Nu tha t ch ,  and  Tu f t ed  
Ti tmouse  when  t hey  came  nea r  t he  ne s t .  

The  F l edg l i ng  

I  f i r s t  s aw  the  f l edg l i ng  on  t he  even ing  o f  Ju ly  27 ,  
f ou r t een  days  a f t e r  ha t ch ing .  The  nex t  morn ing ,  a f t e r  cons ide r ab l e  
s ea r ch ,  I  f ound  i t  s i t t i ng  t en  i nches  f rom the  g round  on  a  b r anch  o f  a  
sp i r ea  bush ,  whe re  i t  was  be ing  f ed  by  t he  adu l t s .  A  Ca tb i rd  coming  
nea r  was  chased  by  t he  f ema le  w i th  t he  cus tomary  snapp ing  o f  he r  
b i l l .  Tha t  a f t e rnoon  I  f ound  t he  f l edg l i ng  had  f l own  to  a  suga r  map l e  
t r e e  and  was  pe r ched  t en  f ee t  f r om the  g round .  He re  i t  was  be ing  f ed .  

I n  t he  f i r s t  t en  days  a f t e r  l e av ing  t he  ne s t ,  t h e  f l edg l i ng  
pe r ched  i n  t he  su r round ing  t r e e s  a t  he igh t s  o f  25  t o  50  f ee t ,  n eve r  
ven tu r i ng  more  t han  200  ya rd s  f r om the  ne s t  t r e e .  Because  t he  adu l t s  
moved  so  r ap id ly  t h rough  t he  t r e e tops  t ha t  i t  was  p r ac t i c a l l y  imposs i
b l e  t o  f o l l ow  them to  t he  f l edg l i ng ,  i t  o f t en  t ook  me  a s  l ong  a s  one  
hou r  t o  l oca t e  t he  f l edg l i ng .  

A t  t imes  t he  f l edg l i ng  had  pe r ched  i n  one  p l ace  fo r  an  hou r  
wh i l e  be ing  f ed .  On  Augus t  1 ,  howeve r,  I  s aw  i t  t ake  fou r  sho r t  
f l i gh t s .  By  t hen  i t  s e emed  we l l  deve loped  excep t  f o r  t he  s t ubby  t a i l .  
On  Augus t  3 ,  when  I  s aw  the  f ema le  pe r ch  w i th in  two  f ee t  o f  t he  
f l edg l i ng ,  t he i r  t a i l s  we re  o f  a lmos t  compa rab l e  l eng th .  The  young  
b i rd ’s  c a l l ,  f i r s t  hea rd  on  Augus t  5 ,  sounded  l i ke  “pee -u t ” ,  t he  “u”  
accen t ed  a s  i f  i t  h ad  an  umlau t .  I t  g ave  t h i s  c a l l  numerous  t imes .  

On  Augus t  6 ,  I  f ound  t he  f ema le  and  young  one  pe r ched  s i de  by  
s i de  on  a  b r anch  o f  a  t r e e .  She  d id  no t  f e ed  t he  f l edg l i ng  a s  u sua l ,  
bu t  i n s t ead  made  sho r t  f l i gh t s  f r om the  b r anch  and  back  aga in .  On  t he  
even ing  o f  Augus t  7 ,  I  f ound  t he  f l edg l i ng  pe r ched  on  a  dead  b r anch  
o f  a  l ocus t  t r e e  f r om wh ich  i t  made  s eve ra l  sho r t  and  one  l ong  s a l l y  
f o r  i n sec t s .  I n  t he  ea r l y  pos t -ne s t i ng  pe r i od  ( Ju ly  27  t o  Augus t  7 ) ,  t he  
f l edg l i ng  moved  i n f r equen t l y  wh i l e  I  wa t ched .  Be tween  f eed ings  i t  
wou ld  p r een  and  o f t en  doze ,  o r  s l e ep  w i th  i t s  head  unde r  i t s  w ing .  
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A l though  I  had  hea rd  t he  b i rd s  da i l y,  I  f a i l ed  t o  f i nd  t he  f l edg
l i ng ,  aga in  un t i l  Augus t  13 ,  s i x  days  l a t e r,  when  I  spo t t ed  a l l  t h r ee  
some  300  f ee t  f r om the  ne s t  s i t e  i n  a  g roup  o f  w i l l ow  t r ee s .  Tha t  day  
I  s aw  the  f l edg l i ng  bo th  morn ing  and  a f t e rnoon .  I t  was  hawk ing  
i n sec t s  on  i t s  own ,  bu t  i t s  e f fo r t s  we re  s t i l l  b e ing  supp l emen ted  w i th  
occa s iona l  f e ed ings  by  t he  adu l t s .  The  nex t  morn ing  t he  f ema le  and  
t he  f l edg l i ng  we re  bo th  hawk ing  fo r  i n sec t s  f r om the  s ame  b r anch .  
The  f l edg l i ng  was  now fu l l  g rown .  

I  was  unab l e  t o  make  a  f a i r  coun t  o f  t he  number  o f  f e ed ings  
made  by  t he  adu l t s  du r ing  t he  f l edg l i ng  pe r i od  because  t he i r  move
men t s  we re  ve ry  r ap id  and  obscu red  by  t he  fo l i age .  Usua l l y,  howeve r,  
t he  ma l e  was  a t  a  d i s t ance  s i ng ing ,  and  so  I  had  t he  impre s s ion  t ha t  
t he  f ema le  d id  abou t  90% o f  t he  f e ed ing .  I n  one  i n s t ance  she  f ed  t he  
f l edg l i ng  wh i l e  i t  was  on  t he  w ing .  

Towards  dusk  on  Augus t  16 ,  I  s aw  a l l  t h r ee  b i rd s  mov ing  
t h rough  t he  t r e e tops .  They  we re  ca l l i ng ,  and  t he  no t e s  o f  t he  f ema le  
and  f l edg l i ng ,  wh ich  we re  a l i ke ,  cou ld  be  d i s t i ngu i shed  c l ea r l y  f r om 
the  ca l l  o f  t he  ma l e .  On  each  o f  t he  nex t  f ou r  days  I  hea rd  t he  b i rd s  
bu t  made  no  s ea r ch  fo r  t he  f l edg l i ng .  F ina l l y,  on  t he  even ing  o f  
Augus t  21 ,  I  l a s t  obse rved  two  o f  t hem in  t he  wa lnu t  t r e e  abou t  85  
f ee t  f r om the  ne s t  s i t e .  The  f ema le  ca l l ed ,  t he  o the r  was  s i l en t .  
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December  -  The  mon th  f ea tu r ed  unusua l  d r ea r i ne s s  and  pa s sed  i n  
nea r l y  pe rpe tua l  g loom.  The re  we re  on ly  t h r ee  days  on  wh ich  t r a ce  
o r  measu rab l e  p r ec ip i t a t i on  d id  no t  occu r.  The  24 .1  hou r s  o f  sun ­
sh ine  ou t  o f  a  pos s ib l e  286 .5  hou r s  p rov ided  on ly  a  s can t  8 . 4% o f  
t he  sunsh ine  ava i l ab l e .  Tempe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  s l i gh t l y  coo l e r  t han  
no rma l  by  0 .5  deg ree s .  P r ec ip i t a t i on  t o t a l i ng  3 .94  i nches  was  i n  
exces s  by  1 .60  i nches .  Snowfa l l  was  app rec i ab l e  on  t he  8 th ,  9 th ,  
24 th ,  and  28 th .  

Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  open  t h roughou t  t he  mon th  bu t  app rec i ab l e  sho re  
i c e  deve loped  i n  t he  l a s t  f ew  days .  I n l and  wa t e r s  we re  sub j ec t  t o  
t r an s i en t  i c e  cove r  a t  t imes .  

J anua ry  -  A  co ld  mon th  w i th  t empe ra tu r e s  ave r ag ing  3  deg ree s  be low  
no rma l  t ha t  p rov ided  some  o ff -bea t  cond i t i ons .  The  f i r s t  16  days  
we re  we l l  be low  no rma l  i n  t empe ra tu r e s  and  we re  domina t ed  by  
w inds  f rom a  sou the r l y  d i r ec t i on .  P r ec ip i t a t i on  t o t a l ed  2 .84  i nches  
g iv ing  a  s l i gh t  exce s s  o f  0 . 17  i nches  fo r  t he  mon th .  Snowfa l l  was  
heavy  on  t he  6 th ,  7 th ,  and  26 th .  

Lake  E r i e  r ema ined  open  w i th  on ly  mode ra t e  and  va r i ab l e  sho re  i c e .  
Ex t ens ive  i c e  cove r  deve loped  ove rn igh t  on  a  w ind  sh i f t  f r om SW to  
NW on  t he  25 /26 th  t ha t  was  t o  become  pe r s i s t en t  t he r ea f t e r.  I n l and  
wa t e r s  con t i nued  t o  be  sub j ec t  t o  t r an s i en t  i c e  cove r  o f  i nc r ea s ing  
s eve r i t y  and  pe r s i s t ence .  

Feb rua ry  -  The  mon th  pa s sed  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  nea r  no rma l  do rmancy.  
Tempera tu r e s  we re  r egu l a r l y  cyc l i c  above  and  be low  no rma l ,  bu t  
ave r aged  ou t  0 . 6  deg ree s  l ow.  P r ec ip i t a t i on  was  ve ry  mode ra t e  and  
accumula t ed  t o  on ly  0 .75  i nches ,  g iv ing  a  de f i c i t  o f  1 . 58  i nches .  
Sunsh ine  occu r r ed  du r ing  45% o f  pos s ib l e  ava i l ab l e  t ime .  Snowfa l l  
was  app rec i ab l e  on ly  on  t he  3 rd ,  8 th ,  and  12 th .  

Lake  E r i e  was  ex t ens ive ly  i c e  cove red  t h roughou t  t he  mon th  w i th  
on ly  occa s iona l  f i s su r e s  o r  o the r  open  wa t e r  occu r r i ng  nea r  sho re .  
I n l and  wa t e r s  ma in t a ined  ex t ens ive  and  pe r s i s t en t  i c e  cove r.  
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