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THE WEATHER 

Sep t embe r  -  A  nea r  no rma l  mon th  wea the rw i se .  Cons ide r ab l e  
p r ec ip i t a t i on  s ca t t e r ed  t h roughou t  t he  f i r s t  s i x  days  
w i th  t empe ra tu r e s  somewha t  coo l e r  t han  no rma l .  A  su s ­
t a i ned  f l ow  o f  d ry  no r the r l y  w inds  occu r r ed  f rom the  
11 th  t o  t he  15 th ,  wh ich  was  fo l l owed  by  wa rmer  wea the r  
and  cons ide r ab l e  r a i n  fo r  t he  nex t  n ine  days .  

Tempe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  on ly  0 .3  deg ree s  coo l e r  and  t he  
p r ec ip i t a t i on ,  t o t a l i ng  3 .36  i nches ,  was  i n  exces s  by  
0 .46  i nches .  

Oc tobe r  -  A  mon th  o f  pecu l i a r  con t r a s t s ,  a s  ove ra l l  i t  was  
co lde r  and  we t t e r  t han  no rma l ,  ye t  w inds  f rom a  no r th ­
e r l y  d i r ec t i on  domina t ed  on  on ly  t h r ee  days  fo r  t he  
r eg ion  a s  a  who le ,  t he  12 th ,  25 ,  and  30 th .  

I t  s hou ld  be  no t ed ,  howeve r,  t ha t  l oca l i z ed  cond i t i ons  
i n  l ake f ron t  a r ea s  f r equen t l y  p rov ided  some  con t r a s t i ng  
w ind  cond i t i ons  r e l a t i ve  t o  t he  r eg ion  a s  a  who le .  These  
mod i f i ed  w ind  componen t s  gave  ev idence  o f  p rov id ing  con ­
d i t i ons  fo r  e i t he r  excep t i ona l  abundance  o r  ve ry  l e an  
concen t r a t i ons  o f  m ig ran t s  i n  t he  l ake f ron t  a r ea s .  Sou th ­
e r l y  w inds  fo l l owing  a  no r the r l y  componen t  we re  mos t  
conduc ive  t o  good  concen t r a t i ons .  Exce l l en t  examp le s  
we re  p rov ided  by  t he  l and  w ind  sh i f t  f r om W on  Oc tobe r  5  
t o  ESE  on  Oc tobe r  6  and  t he  sh i f t  f r om N  on  Oc tobe r  12  
t o  S  on  Oc tobe r  13 .  Many  days  we re  f avo rab l e  t o  exce l l en t  
concen t r a t i ons  i n  a r ea s  c l o se  t o  t he  l ake f ron t .  

Tempe ra tu r e s  we re  above  no rma l  on  t he  1 s t  and  2nd ,  and  
aga in  on  t he  12 th  t h rough  t he  19 th ,  w i th  t he  r e su l t  t he  
ave r age  was  1 .3  deg ree s  be low  no rma l .  P r ec ip i t a t i on  was  
we l l  d i s t r i bu t ed  w i th  snow t r ace s  occu r r i ng  i n  t he  l a t t e r  
pe r i od .  The  accumula t ed  t o t a l  o f  2 . 9  i nches  o f  p r ec ip i ­
t a t i on  was  i n  exces s  by  0 .48  i nches  fo r  t he  mon th .  

November  -  A  g loomy,  we t ,  and  uns t ab l e  mon th  t ha t  s eeming ly  
p rog re s sed  backward  i n  pa s s ing  t h rough  f i ve  t empe ra tu r e  
cyc l e s .  The  ea r l y  pa r t  o f  t he  mon th  was  dominan t l y  coo l e r  
w i th  t he  l a t t e r  pa r t  hav ing  mode ra t e  t o  r e l a t i ve ly  wa rm 
t empe ra tu r e s .  Nor the r l y  w inds  p r eva i l ed  on  s even  o f  t he  
f i r s t  t en  days .  

Tempe ra tu r e s  ave r aged  1 .1  deg ree s  wa rmer  t han  no rma l .  
Trace  and  measu rab l e  p r ec ip i t a t i on  occu r r ed  on  20  o f  t he  
30  days  wh ich  i nc luded  some  measu rab l e  snow o r  s l e e t  on  
f i ve  days .  To t a l  p r ec ip i t a t i on  was  4 .  35  i nches  and  was  
i n  exces s  by  1 .74  i nches .  
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Au tumn  was  ex t r eme ly  even t fu l  i n  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion ,  t he  
ac t i on  be ing  c r ea t ed  by  many  d i f f e r en t  spec i e s .  The  mig ra t i on  showed  
peak  movemen t s  wh i l e  ma in t a in ing  a  s t e ady  f l ow  th roughou t  t he  pe r i ­
od .  The  ac t i v i t y  w i l l  be  d i s cus sed  i n  de t a i l  i n  t he  
fo l l owing  pa r ag raphs .  

Movemen t  o f  Common  Loons .  An  obse rve r  who  v i s i t ed  Whi t e  C i t y  
o f t en  ea r l y  i n  t he  morn ing  (7 :35  t o  8 :10  a .m . )  r e co rded  a  move ­
men t  o f  Common  Loons  f rom November  8  t h rough  21 .  He  no t ed  19  
f l i gh t s  t o t a l i ng  83  b i rd s  and  r ang ing  i n  s i z e  f r om s ing l e  i nd i ­
v idua l s  t o  a  g roup  o f  11 .  The  d i r ec t i on  o f  f l i gh t  was  t o  t he  
wes t  w i th  t he  excep t i on  o f  th  e  pa s sage  o f  s eve ra l  g roups  comp­
r i s i ng  34  Loons  on  t he  21s t  when  t he  movemen t  was  t o  t he  sou th  and  
sou th - sou thea s t  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  A  s im i l a r  m ig ra t i on  was  no t ed  
by  t h i s  s ame  obse rve r  i n  t he  au tumn  o f  l 967 ,  t hough  i t  was  some­
wha t  e a r l i e r,  November  4 -16 .  

P ro longed  Pas sage  o f  Whi s t l i ng  Swans .  Mig ra t i on  o f  t he  Whi s t l i ng  
Swan  was  unusua l l y  p ro longed  ex t end ing  ove r  a lmos t  t he  f i r s t  two  
t h i rd s  o f  November.  The  f i r s t  r e co rd  was  o f  a  f l ock  hea rd  a s  
t hey  pa s sed  ove r  Wa i t e  H i l l  a t  8 :00  a .m .  on  November  3 .  

November  10  I t  was  no t  un t i l  t h e  10 th  t ha t  t he  gene ra l  push  
was  ev iden t .  A t  m id -morn ing  a  f l ock  o f  150  Swans  was  s een  r e s t ­
i ng  on  Lake  E r i e  a t  Rocky  R ive r.  Sho r t l y  t he r ea f t e r  two  f l ocks ,  num­
be r ing  52 ,  appea red  ove rhead  f rom a  sou the r l y  d i r ec t i on  and  
con t i nued  on  ove r  t he  l ake  i n  a  no r th - ea s t e r l y  d i r ec t i on  (S t a sko ) .  
A f l i gh t  o f  23  moved  sou th  a long  t he  wes t  bank  o f  t he  Chag r in  va l l ey  
i n  t he  Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  a t  11 :15  a .m .  (K i t son ) .  Fou r  f l i gh t s ,  
t o t a l i ng  90  Swans ,  pa s sed  ove r  Wa i t e  H i l l  i n  qu i ck  succe s s ion ,  f l y ing  
a t  a  l ow  l eve l  i n  a  sou thea s t e r l y  d i r ec t i on  
a t  4 :45  p .m .  (F l an igan ) .  

November  11 A  f l ock  o f  30  was  obse rved  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  a s  
t hey  f l ew  ea s t - sou thea s t  a t  8 :30  a .m .  and  t hey  cou ld  be  hea rd  
ca l l i ng  l ong  a f t e r  t hey  pa s sed  f rom s igh t  (F l an igan ) .  A t  1 :10  
p .m .  90  Swans  we re  s een  f l y ing  ea s twa rd  ove r  no r thea s t  C l eve l and  
(Su rman ,  J r. ) .  A  f l ock  o f  32  Swans  f l ew  ea s t  ove r  Men to r  Pa rk  a t  4 :30  
p .m .  “ ac t i ng  a s  t hough  s ea r ch ing  fo r  a  r e s t i ng  p l ace ,  bu t  
headed  somewha t  away  f rom the  l ake f ron t ”  (Hammond) .  

November  12  The  wea the r  s eems  r e l a t ed  t o  t he  appea rance  o f  
number s  o f  Swans  on  t h i s  da t e .  A  mass ive  s t o rm ,  spawned  i n  t he  
Gu l f  o f  Mex ico ,  headed  t oward  New Eng land  and  c r ea t ed  cond i t i ons  
t ha t  r e su l t ed  i n  a  b lu s t e ry  s t o rm  in  ou r  r eg ion .  A t  abou t  10 :30  
a .m .  Swans  we re  fo r ced  down  ve ry  l ow  in  Wa i t e  H i l l  and  we re  f l y ­
i ng  and  mi l l i ng  a round  ove r  t he  two  She rwin  Ponds  fo r  more  t han  
an  hou r  and  cou ld  be  obse rved  a t  eye - l eve l .  The i r  c a l l i ng  was  
a lmos t  con t i nuous  a s  l a rge  and  sma l l  f l ocks  appea red  be fo r e  u s  a s  
we  s t ood  a t  an  e l eva t ed  obse rva t i on  po in t  be tween  t he  two  ponds .  
One flock of so Swans, one of 30, one of 12, and many smaller 
flocks as well as single birds were counted. Three adult and 
four immature Swans came down on the upper pond and two adult and two 
immatures came down on the lower pond (Sherwin and Flanigan) . 
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On the same date  f rom an observat ion point  in  a  high-r ise  apar t
ment  in  Eucl id  near  Lake Erie ,  a  count  was made of  97 Swans f lying 
east  between 12:00 and 12:45 p.m.  Four  f locks,  f lying 
east  and total ing 124 Swans were over  northeast  Cleveland between 
1:15 and 4:00 p.m.  (Surman,  Jr. ) .  At  a  small  lake near  Punderson 
several  dozen were counted on the 12th and 13th.  Large f locks 
were heard on Punderson Lake but  were uncounted (James W. Surman).  
LaDue Reservoir  and Holden Arboretum also hosted Swans on these 
dates .  Observers  in  Waite  Hil l  were awakened at  3:00 a .m.  on the 
13th by large f locks passing overhead and two f locks,  total ing 
12 Swans,  f lew very low over  the ponds between 7:15 and 7:45 a .m.  
(Sherwin and Flanigan) .  At  White  Ci ty,  16 Swans in  two groups 
f lew east  between 7:35 and 8:00 a .m.  (Surman,  Jr. ) .  

November 16 At  11:30 a .m.  a  f lock of  18 Swans was joined by 
f ive more while  passing over  Wil loughby Hil ls ,  formed a  vee and 
cont inued their  southeaster ly  f l ight  (Skaggs) .  At  var ious t imes 
during the day,  groups,  ranging in  s ize  f rom eight  individuals  
to  75,  were observed in  Waite  Hil l  (Sherwin) .  

November 17 At  1:30 p.m.  ten Swans separated from a 
circling group and came down on Sherwin Pond in Waite Hill. The 
remaining 11 circled and cal led for  ten minutes  then resumed 
their  f l ight  (Flanigan) .  

November 21 Fif ty-eight  Swans in  two groups were f lying 
south at  White  Ci ty  a t  8:00 a .m.  (Surman,  Jr. ) .  This  was the 
las t  date  for  reports  of  any number.  Our f inal  report  was of  
three at  Lake Rockwell  on the 27th (Gaede) .  

Other  Waterfowl.  Most  of  the ducks that  normally appear  on the 
lakefront ,  with the except ion of  the Red-breasted Mergansers ,  
were extremely scarce.  “The f l ights  of  this  species  were par
t icular ly  impressive this  fa l l  a long the lakefront  a t  Lorain.  
On November 10,  f locks of  50 to  200 moved from west  to  east  a t  
the rate  of  one f lock every two to  three minutes .  On the 16th 
the f locks were both larger  and more frequent .  Twenty to  thir ty  
thousand birds  moved by in  the one hour  that  I  was present .  On 
the 17th the s tory was the same,  with one f lock of  a t  least  
3 ,000.  A very small  percentage of  the birds  s topped in  the 
harbor  but  the f locks were qui te  nervous and were usual ly  up and 
away within a  few seconds.  Even so,  the harbor  contained thou
sands at  any given t ime.  Among al l  the birds ,  I  saw only three 
to  f ive in  male  plumage” (Morse) .  

All  three species  of  Scoters  were reported in  ones,  twos,  
and threes  f rom the Cleveland and Lorain lakefront  during Novem
ber.  One White-winged,  two Surf ,  and one Common Scoter  were ob
served at  one t ime in  the Lorain harbor  on the 14th (Ward) .  

Hawks Move West  Along Lakel ine.  Of especial  s ignif icance because 
i t  has  been noted so rarely in  autumn is  the movement  of  hawks 
which occurred on September  18.  Within an eight-minute  per iod 
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a t  12:15 p.m.  these hawks were seen moving from east  to  west  
overland paral le l  to  the Lake Erie  shore in  the vicini ty  of  
Mentor  Marsh:  1  Sharp-shinned,  3  Red-tai led,  3  Broad-winged,  and 
4 unident i f ied Buteos.  Then about  1:00 p.m.  f rom a high-r ise  
apartment  in  Eucl id  overlooking the lake,  e ight  Buteos were ob­
served moving to  the west .  At  the t ime the wind was from the east  
and southeast  (Surman,  Jr. ) .  

Extended Nighthawk Migrat ion.  Common Nighthawks were on the 
move in  good numbers  the la t ter  par t  of  August ,  as  reported in  
the Summer issue of  the BIRD CALENDAR; and this  movement  con­
t inued through the f i rs t  three weeks of  September,  with reports  
of  a  few scat tered la te  birds  to  mid-October.  The fol lowing 
are  some highl ights  of  this  extended and widespread migrat ion.  

September  1 (1)  a  f lock of  18 f lew to the southwest  a t  
5:30 p.m.  (Flanigan);  (2)  a  f l ight  of  50 headed south at  Pleasant  
Val ley Road and Route 94  a t  3:00 p.m.  (Leach);  (3)  ten were ob­
served during the hour  before  sunset  in  Lakewood (Klamm).  

September  3 (1)  “at  our  home in Lorain eight  Nighthawks 
were feeding at  7:00 p.m.  as  32 others  f lew by heading east .  The 
32 turned northward,  arced around and headed due south --  the 
or iginal  e ight  fed on” (Nagy);  (2)  “at  7:50 p.m.  a  band of  23 
Common Nighthawks was feeding in  the sky over  Cleveland Heights  
just  south of  the l ine of  the Portage Escarpment .  At  t imes the 
group broke up,  moving in  a l l  direct ions,  but  soon reassembled to  
resume feeding.  When las t  seen the birds  were dr i f t ing off  to  
the northwest .  Obviously,  they were not  birds  in  passage but  
were s imply birds  that  had assembled in  the area before  advancing 
on the next  s tage of  their  migrat ion” (Newman);  (3)  “150 were 
counted during the hour  before  sunset  a t  our  home in Lakewood” 
(Klamm) 

September  4 (1)  13 were heading in  a  general ly  wester ly  
direct ion over  Shaker  Heights  (Peskin) ;  (2)  in  Cleveland Heights  
100 or  more were swir l ing overhead at  7:15 p.m.  (Kitson) .  

September  8 (1)  “during a  br ief  per iod of  observat ion,  be­
tween 7 :00 and 7:15 p.m. ,  Nighthawks --  in  ones,  twos,  and 
threes  - -  were moving north to  south over  Warrensvi l le  Heights  
in  a  qui te  s t ra ight- l ine f l ight .  Some were not  much above the 
housetops,  while  others  were at  a  height  of  500-800 feet .  In  
a l l ,  I  counted 35” (Newman);  (2)  12 were observed over  Elmwood 
Cemetery in  Lorain (Lebold) ;  (3)  “599 were counted at  our  home 
in Lakewood between 7:00 and 8:30 p.m.” (Klamm).  

September  14 “75 were counted at  our  home in Lakewood dur­
ing the hour  before  sunset  - -  40 in  the Rocky River  val ley ear l i ­
er”  (Klamm).  

September  15 (1)  “again over  Warrensvi l le  Heights ,  this  
species  was passing from north to  south,  though this  t ime there  
was considerable  backtracking which made i t  d i ff icul t  to  keep an 
accurate  count .  However,  between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.  I  observed 
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a t  l e a s t  40  b i rd s ,  t he  l a rge s t  g roup  cons i s t i ng  o f  13 .  Mos t  o f  
t hem f l ew  qu i t e  l ow,  pe rhaps  a t  an  a l t i t ude  o f  no  more  t han  500  
f ee t .  Tr ave l i ng  sou th  some  100 -200  f ee t  be low  the  N igh thawks ,  
t hough  some t imes  on  a  l eve l  w i th  o r  even  above  t hem,  we re  many  
mona rch  bu t t e r f l i e s .  Ye t  I  d id  no t  f i nd  t ha t  t he se  b i rd s  we re  f eed ­
ing  upon  t he se  i n sec t s ”  (Newman) ;  ( 2 )  “149  we re  t a l l i ed ,  a  f ew  
du r ing  t he  a f t e rnoon  bu t  t he  bu lk  a t  t he  u sua l  hou r  be fo r e  
sunse t  a t  ou r  home  in  Lakewood”  (K lamm) ;  ( 3 )  N igh thawks  we re  
obse rved  mov ing  i n  a  sou thwes t e r l y  d i r ec t i on  a long  t he  l ake f ron t  
i n  Euc l i d  f o r  abou t  an  hou r  i n  t he  even ing .  The  b i rd s  we re  no t  
concen t r a t ed  bu t  f ou r  o r  f i ve  cou ld  be  s een  i n  t ue  a i r  a t  one  
t ime  (A l f r ed  Mahan  f i de  She rwin ) .  

Sep t embe r  16  (1 )  N igh thawks ,  t o t a l i ng  abou t  50 ,  f l ew  ve ry  
h igh ,  mov ing  sou th  s t e ad i l y  by  twos  and  t h r ee s  f r om 7 :30  t o  8 :00  
p .m .  i n  Wi l l oughby  (Pa l l i s t e r ) ;  ( 2 )  i n  t he  ea r l y  even ing  i n  
Lakewood ,  N igh thawks  we re  f l y ing  no r thwes t  t o  e a s t  and  125  we re  
c o un t ed  i n  one hour  (Stasko) .  

September  20 On a  warm evening in  Lakewood 30 Nighthawks 
were counted f lying east  between 6:00 and 6 :30 p.m.  (Klamm).  

September  21 “Our usual  hour-before-sunset  count  in  Lakewood 
net ted almost  400 birds ,  with a  few being observed in  the Rocky  River  
val ley ear l ier”  (Klamm ) .  

September  22 84 Nighthawks moving eastward in  Lakewood 
(Stasko) .  

Nighthawks were not  reported again unt i l  October  7  when 
four  were seen in  Lakewood on their  “sunset  count”  (Klamm).  “Two 
were feeding near  our  home in Lorain on the 9th,  12th,  15th,  and 
16 th .  The two on the 16th appeared to  be unusual ly  high in  the 
sky while  feeding in  their  usual  manner  when not iced at  5:30 
p.m.  They were s t i l l  feeding when I  departed 45 minutes  la ter”  
(Nagy) .  October  16 is  a  new late  date  of  occurrence.  

Swif ts  in  Passage.  The actual  passage of  a  mult i tude of  Chimney 
Swif ts ,  a  phenomenon not  of ten noted,  was observed on September  
15 in  Waite  Hil l  where,  between 11:15 and 11:30 a .m.  “a  large,  
concentrated mass of  a  thousand or  more Swif ts  t raveled fair ly  
speedi ly  f rom east-northeast  to  west-southwest ,  feeding as  they 
moved.  A few scat tered s t ragglers  fol lowed this  huge group dur­
ing the next  half  hour” (Flanigan) .  

Several  large concentrat ions of  Swif ts  were reported,  too.  
On the evening of  September  10 in  Elyr ia ,  some 400 were going to  
roost  in  the chimney of  a  commercial  bui lding and about  1 ,000 in  
the chimney of  the former l ibrary bui lding (Johnson) .  In  
Wil loughby on September  14 “at  dusk hundreds of  Swif ts  descended 
the airshaf t  chimney of  the Junior  High School ,  as  has  been their  
habi t  spr ing and fal l  for  the past  20 years”  (Alfred Mahan f ide 
Sherwin) .  (For  an account  of  Swif ts  in  Hudson see the Field 
Notes  sect ion.)  
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Red -b rea s t ed  Nu tha t ch  Qu i t e  Common .  A l though  no t  p r e sen t  i n  
l a rge  number s ,  t he  Red -b rea s t ed  Nu t h a t ch  was  r epo r t ed  a lmos t  
daily from September 1 to mid-October. The 52 occurrence r eco rds 
t h i s  au tumn  con t r a s t  sha rp ly  w i th  t he  mere  t h r ee  r eco rds  fo r  t he  
au tumn  o f  1967  and  con t r a s t ,  t oo ,  w i th  t he  sp r i ng  o f  1938  wh ich  
p roduced  no t  a  s i ng l e  r e co rd .  

B rown  Creepe r  i n  Abundance .  Dur ing  t he  l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  Sep t embe r  
t he  Brown  Creepe r  was  numerous  and  con t i nued  t o  be  so  t o  abou t  
t he  end .  o f  Oc tobe r.  Some  exce rp t s  f r om obse rve r s  r epo r t s  f o l l ow:  

Sep t embe r  29  -  “52  Creepe r s  t a l l i ed  w i th  heav i e s t  concen ­
t r a t i on  a long  t he  l ake sho re  a r ea  - -  C reepe r s  eve rywhe re”  
(K lamm) .  

Sep t embe r  30  -  “qu i t e  a  w indy  day  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  and  I  s t a
t i oned  myse l f  a t  a  sunny  p ro t ec t ed  s l ope  whe re  t he  waves  o f  
m ig ran t s  pa s sed .  Be tween  noon  and  1 :00  p .m .  a t  l e a s t  s i x  
waves  o f  m ig ra t i ng  b i rd s  c ame  t h rough ,  e ach  be ing  made  up  
o f  d i f f e r en t  spec i e s  bu t  e ach  con t a in ing  Brown  Creepe r s  - ­
r e su l t i ng  i n  t he  g r ea t e s t  number  o f  C reepe r s  eve r  s een  i n  
one  day  by  me  - -  18”  (F l an igan ) .  

Oc tobe r  10  -  12  Brown  Creepe r s  i n  E r i e  S t r ee t  Ceme te ry  i n  
down town  C leve l and  (Leach ) .  

A  w idesp read  occu r r ence  i n  t he  E ly r i a  and  Lo ra in  a r ea  w i th  
“ r epo r t s  f r om nea r ly  a l l  obse rve r s  t h roughou t  t he  Sep t embe r  
and  Oc tobe r  pe r i od”  ( Johnson ) .  

Even ing  Grosbeak  Appea r s  on  Broad  F ron t .  No t  s i nce  t he  au tumn  
o f  1965  ha s  t he  Even ing  Grosbeak  been  p r e sen t  i n  any  s i gn i f i c an t  
number s  t h roughou t  t he  r eg ion  a s  occu r r ed  t h i s  au tumn ,  w i th  t he  
excep t i on  o f  ou r  wes t e rn  a r ea  o f  cove rage .  We  wi l l  endeavo r  t o  
p r e sen t  t he  p i c tu r e  by  l oca l e  a s  c e r t a i n  a r ea s  p roduced  numerous  
r eco rds .  

B recksv i l l e  The  f i r s t  i nd i ca t i on  o f  t he i r  p r e sence  came  
f rom Brecksv i l l e ,  t he  Me t ropo l i t an  Pa rk  be ing  v i s i t ed  on  Oc tobe r  
27  by  a  band  o f  s i x  (Kn igh t ) ;  a  home  f eede r  was  v i s i t ed  by  two  
individuals on November 12 (Nausbaum); on the 24th they appea red 
a t  two  f eede r s  l oca t ed  a t  ne ighbo r ing  r e s idences ,  pos s ib ly  be ing  
t he  s ame  b i rd s ,  number ing  f rom s ix  t o  more  t han  20  and  becoming  
r egu l a r s  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r i od  (F red  L iv ings tone  f i de  Wa l l i n ) .  

Pa ine sv i l l e  A  f eede r  was  v i s i t ed  by  s i x  Grosbeaks  on  Oc to ­
be r  29 .  They  came  on  f r equen t  da t e s  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r i od ,  
with a high count of 40 on November 24, being about evenly d iv id ­
ed  a s  t o  s ex  (S to r e r ) .  

Wa l ton  H i l l s  A  f l ock  o f  30  Grosbeaks  was  p r e sen t  f r om the  
f i r s t  pa r t  o f  November  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  pe r i od  (S t a l ey ) .  
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Rocky  R ive r .  The  Me t ropo l i t an  Pa rk  had  one  i nd iv idua l  on  
November  1  ( J .  Go l loway  f i de  Sco t t )  and  t he  f eede r  a t  t he  Ma in
t enance  Ba rn  i n  t he  pa rk  had  30  b i rd s  on  t he  4 th  (Sco t t ) ,  b e ing  
p r e sen t  i n  sma l l e r  number s  on  t he  11 th  and  t he r ea f t e r  (Wa l l i n ) .  

Wi l l oughby  H i l l s  A  f eede r  was  v i s i t ed  by  s i x  on  November  
9  (A l i ce  Sh i e ld s  f i de  F l an igan ) ;  two  we re  s een  i n  f l i gh t  e a r l y  i n  
t he  morn ing  o f  t he  26 th  (Skaggs ) .  

Chag r in  Fa l l s  One  pa i r  c ame  t o  a  f e ede r  on  November  10  
and  bu i l t  up  on  t he  ensu ing  days  t o  20  i nd iv idua l s  on  t he  l9 th  
r e ach ing  a  peak  o f  40  b i rd s  on  t he  27 th .  The i r  number s  f l uc tua t ed  
bu t  a t  l e a s t  two  dozen  we re  r egu l a r l y  p r e sen t  t o  t he  end  o f  t he  
pe r i od  (Eng l i sh ) .  

Nor th  Chag r in  Rese rva t i on  E igh t  Grosbeaks  we re  p r e sen t  on  
November  10  (K i t son ) ;  t h r ee  pa i r s  we re  a t  t he  Tra i l s i de  Museum 
on  t he  11 th  (Wa l l i n ) ,  i nc r ea s ing  t o  a  f l ock  o f  25  on  t he  27 th  
(F inck ) .  

Pen in su l a  A  s ing l e  b i rd  was  p r e sen t  on  November  11  and  
qu i ck l y  i nc r ea sed  t o  f l ocks  number ing  f rom 65  t o  77  o r  more  by  
t he  25 th  (H je lmqu i s t ) .  

Wa i t e  H i l l  Fou r  ma l e s  appea red  a t  a  f e ede r  on  November  11 ,  
i nc r ea s ing  t o  e i gh t  ma l e s  and  one  f ema le  t he  fo l l owing  day.  They  
we re  i n  cons t an t  a t t endance  a t  t he  f e ede r s  un t i l  3 : 30  p .m .  a f t e r  
wh ich  t ime  no  obse rva t i on  cou ld  be  made .  (Th i s  i s  t he  l a t e s t  
t ime  t hey  have  been  r epo r t ed  t o  v i s i t  a t  f e ede r s .  One  o the r  l a t e  
v i s i t ,  o f  2 :50  p .m . ,  was  r epo r t ed  f rom Chag r in  Fa l l s  by  Mar jo r i e  
S .  Eng l i sh . )  The  Grosbeaks  va r i ed  i n  number s ,  r e ach ing  a  coun t  
o f  11  on  t he  13 th ,  and  we re  l a s t  s een  on  t he  16 th  (F l an igan ) .  

Cha rdon  Two  ind iv idua l s  we re  p r e sen t  un t i l  noon  a t  a  f e ede r  
sou th  o f  Cha rdon  on  November  14  (Ramisch ) .  

Sou th  Euc l i d  A  r e s idence  was  v i s i t ed  by  two  pa i r  on  
Nove ibe r  22  (L .  J .  Vog le r  f i de  Wa l l i n ) .  

Wes t  Geauga  A  f eede r  was  occup i ed  by  s i x  on  November  23 ,  
i nc r ea s ing  t o  15  b i rd s  on  t he  24 th ,  w i th  fou r  s t i l l  p r e sen t  a t  t he  
end  o f  t he  pe r i od  (Kremm) .  

Akron  Twe lve  Grosbeaks  we re  r epo r t ed  f rom Sand  Run  
Me t ropo l i t an  Pa rk  on  November  24  (H je lmqu i s t ) .  

Wh i t e - c rowned  and  Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r rows  Abundan t .  Whi t e -
c rowned  Spa r rows  we re  r epo r t ed  by  more  obse rve r s  t h i s  au tumn  
and  i n  g r ea t e r  number s .  A  r epo r t  o f  55  on  Sep t embe r  29 ,  45  on  
Oc tobe r  5  and  40  on  Oc tobe r  12  i s  an  i nd i ca t i on  o f  t he i r  abun
dance  (K lamm) .  A  f l ock  o f  30  was  p r e sen t  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  
Oc tobe r  5 ,  dec r ea s ing  t o  20  b i rd s  on  t he  22nd  and  t h r ee  p r e sen t  
on  November  30 ,  an  uncommon ly  l a t e  da t e  (F l an igan ) .  
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Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r rows  we re  r epo r t ed  i n  impre s s ive  number s :  
214  on  Sep t embe r  29  and  195  on  Oc tobe r  12  (K lamm) .  A  r epo r t  f r om 
the  ex t r eme  wes t e rn  r eg ion  “a  pa r t i cu l a r ly  h eavy  mig ra t i on  o f  t he  
Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r row  was  no t ed  on  t he  morn ing  o f  Oc tobe r  12  
w i th  350  found  a long  a  ha l f -mi l e  s t r e t ch  o f  r oad  j u s t  wes t  o f  Lo ra i n  
on  t he  l ake  sho re”  (Morse ) .  

Yea r ly  To t a l . In the BIRD CALENDAR year now ended, that is, f r om 
December  1  1967  t o  November  30 ,  1968 ,  258  spec i e s  we re  r eco rded ,  
a s  compa red  w i th  253  i n  t he  p r eced ing  yea r.  I n  add i t i on  t he  
hyb r id  Brews t e r ’s  Warb l e r  was  r epo r t ed .  The re  was  no  r eco rd  fo r  
t he  Fo r s t e r ’s  Te rn  o r  Nor the rn  Sh r ike .  

NOTEWORTHY RECORDS 

Wes t e rn  Grebe  -  One  was  s t ud i ed  fo r  more  t han  ha l f  an  hou r  by  
member s  o f  t he  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s  Audubon  Soc i e ty  a t  LaDue  
Rese rvo i r  on  t he  a f t e rnoon  o f  November  3 .  A l though  i t  was  i nc l i ned  
t o  r ema in  by  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e  we re  Horned  Grebes  nea r  enough  fo r  com
pa r i son  and  t he  l ong ,  s l ende r  wh i t e  neck  was  consp i cuous  
(H je lmqu i s t ) .  Th i s  i s  t he  f i r s t  au tumn  r eco rd  i n  t he  h i s t o ry  o f  t he  
r eg ion  and  j u s t  t he  s econd  r eco rd  i n  a l l .  

Common  Egre t  - A  s i ng l e  b i rd  was  r epo r t ed  on  Sep t embe r  7  and  8  
f rom Men to r  Pa rk  Beach  (Hammond) .  

Ha r l equ in  Duck  - The  ma le  t ha t  was  p r e sen t  i n  t he  Lo ra in  ha rbo r  f o r  
much  o f  t he  w in t e r  o f  1967 -68  and  t h rough  t he  pa s t  summer,  a t t a i n
i ng  fu l l  b r eed ing  p lumage ,  was  r eco rded  r egu l a r l y  f r om Sep t embe r  
17  t h rough  Oc tobe r  12  and  s een  “b r i e f l y,  bu t  we l l ”  on  November  13  
(Lebo ld ,  S t a sko ,  Ward ) .  

Ba ld  Eag l e  - An  imma tu re  was  wa t ched  fo r  f i ve  minu t e s ,  un t i l  ou t  
o f  s i gh t ,  a s  i t  s oa r ed  t oward  t he  sou thwes t  ove r  Pa ine sv i l l e  on  
Sep t embe r  6  (Boo th ) .  

Pe r eg r ine  Fa l con  -  ( 1 )  When  f i r s t  s een  on  Oc tobe r  2 ,  t h i s  adu l t  was  
f a r  ou t  ove r  Lake  E r i e  i n  t he  company  o f  gu l l s .  A t  abou t  7 :50  a .m .  
i t  f l ew  in  and  pe r ched  i n  a  dead  t r e e  abou t  a  qua r t e r  m i l e  wes t  o f  
Whi t e  C i t y ;  i t  was  i n  t he  s ame  spo t  a t  8 :45  a .m .  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  ( 2 )  
Abou t  m idday  on  Oc tobe r  6 ,  a  b lu s t e ry  co ld  day,  one  was  g l i d ing  
a long  j u s t  i n l and  no t  f a r  above  t he  t r e e tops  a long  Lake  Sho re  
Bou leva rd  i n  B ra t enah l  (Raynes ) .  

P ip ing  P love r  -  ( 1 )  A  s i ng l e  b i rd ,  i n  w in t e r  p lumage ,  was  s t ud i ed  
fo r  30  minu t e s  a s  i t  f ed  bus i l y  on  a  s and  ba r  a t  Ha rmon’s  Beach  i n  
Lo ra in  on  Sep t embe r  18  (Cor inne  Do lbea r,  Ward  f i de  Lebo ld ) ;  ( 2 )  
one  was  obse rved  f eed ing  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  Sep t embe r  23 ,  24 ,  and  
25  (Ca r ro the r s ,  Gaede ,  Raynes ,  Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Wi l l e t  - The  s econd  Sep t embe r  r e co rd  i n  ou r  h i s t o ry  i s  o f  one  a t  
Ha rmon’s  Beach  i n  Lo ra in  on  t he  25 th  (Ward ) .  
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Pu rp l e  Sandp ipe r  -  One  spen t  t he  day  f eed in g  a l ong  t he  edge  o f  
t he  l agoon  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  November  1  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Wh i t e - rumped  Sandp ipe r  -  One  was  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  Sep t embe r  25  
(Ca r ro the r s ,  Gaede ,  Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Wes t e rn  Sandp ipe r  - A  s ing l e  b i rd  was  obse rved  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  on  
Sep t embe r  28  (Ca r ro the r s ) .  

F r ank l i n ’s  Gu l l  -  N ine  r epo r t s  we re  r ece ived  f rom Sep t embe r  1  t o  
Oc tobe r  23 ,  a l l  o f  s i ng l e  b i rd s  w i th  t he  excep t i on  o f  two  on  Sep
t embe r  21 .  Area s  o f  occu r r ence  we re  Ha rmon’s  Beach  a t  Lo ra in ,  
Lakewood  Pa rk ,  Edgewa te r  Boa t  Bas in  and  Lakes ide  Yach t  C lub  
Bas in  (Lebo ld ,  K lamm,  Ward ) .  

L i t t l e  Gu l l  - Th rougnou t  t he  day  o f  November  7  an  adu l t  was  
obse rved  f eed ing  and  r e s t i ng  beyond  t he  b r eakwa l l  a t  Whi t e  C i t y.  
Be fo re  8 :00  a .m .  on  November  28 ,  ano the r,  no t  f u l l y  adu l t ,  was  
f eed ing  w i th  abou t  70  Bonapa r t e ’s  Gu l l s  a t  t he  ou t l e t  o f  t he  e f f l uen t  
p ipe s  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Long -ea r ed  Owl  -  One  was  found  i n  a  t h i cke t  nea r  B rookpa rk  Br idge  
i n  Rocky  R ive r  Rese rva t i on  on  November  23  ( J .  Go l lowa ,  f i de  
Sco t t ) .  

Saw-whe t  Owl  -  ( 1 )  One  pe r ched  i n  a  t r e e  i n  a  r e s i den t i a l  s ec t i on  o f  
Akron  on  Oc tobe r  31  (H je lmqu i s t ) .  ( 2 )  A t  4 :00  p .m .  on  November  
13 ,  one ,  w i th  a  po r t i on  o f  a  sma l l  b i rd  i n  i t s  t a l ons ,  was  i n  a  t r e e  
abou t  a  ya rd  d i s t an t  f r om the  Rocky  R ive r  Tra i l s i de  Museum and  
r ema ined  un t i l  6 : 30  p .m .  when  t he  shu t t e r s  on  t he  bu i l d ing  we re  
c lo sed  ( J .  Go l loway  f i de  Sco t t ) .  

Mock ingb i rd  -  ( 1 )  One  f r equen t ed  t he  g rounds  a round  ou r  home  in  
Wa i t e  H i l l  f r om Oc tobe r  11  t h rough  t he  23 rd  (F l an igan ) .  ( 2 )  One  
obse rved  i n  Ches tnu t  H i l l  Ceme te ry,  Cuyahoga  Fa l l s ,  on  November  
24  (H je lmqu i s t ) .  

P ro thono t a ry  Warb l e r  -  ( 1 )  A t  Dona ld  Gray  Ga rdens  i n  C l eve l and  on  
Sep t embe r  1 ,  a  ma l e  f ed  apa r t  f r om the  o the r  wa rb l e r s  t ha t  we re  
t he r e  (K lamm) .  ( 2 )  A  ma le  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  on  Oc tobe r  15 ,  ma rks  t he  
f i r s t  Oc tobe r  r e co rd  fo r  t he  r eg ion  (F l an igan ) .  

Pa ru l a  Warb l e r  - A  ma le  occu r r ed  i n  t he  Rocky  R ive r  va l l ey  on  
Sep t embe r  28  (K lamm) .  

Orcha rd  Or io l e  - A t  m idday  on  November  14 ,  an  adu l t  ma l e  f ed  on  
sue t  and  upon  t he  g round  benea th  a  f e ede r  i n  Chag r in  Fa l l s  (C l a rk  
and  E .  Su rman) .  Th i s  i s  a  new  l a t e  da t e  o f  occu r r ence  fo r  t h i s  
spec i e s ,  wh ich  r a r e ly  occu r s  a f t e r  e a r l y  Augus t .  

Ba l t imore  Or io l e  -  ( 1 )  On  November  11  a  b r i l l i an t l y -p1umaged  ma le  
was  s een  tw ice  a t  a  f e ede r  nea r  a  r e s i dence  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty  
(Edward  B i t t ne r  f i de  Morse ) .  ( 2 )  An  imma tu re  ma l e  appea red  a t  a  
f e ede r  i n  Chag r in  Fa l l s  on  November  13  and  was  s een  da i l y  t o  t he  
end  o f  t he  pe r i od  (C la rk ,  Kn igh t ,  E .  Su rman) .  
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Common  Redpo l l  - Th i s  spec i e s  ha s  no t  been  r epo r t ed  s i nce  the  
au tumn  and  w in t e r  o f  1965 -66  when  t hey  appea red  i n  l a rge  number s .  
Two  were  a t  Shake r  Lakes  on  November  23  and  11  b i rd s  on  t he  30 t h  
(Shape r  and  Ca r ro the r s ) .  

P ine  S i sk in  -  ( 1 )  A  r a the r  e a r l y  appea rance  o f  11  on  Oc tobe r  13  
a t  Bed fo rd  Me t ropo l i t an  Pa rk  (Kn igh t ) .  ( 2 )  A  dozen  o r  so  we re  a t  
Shake r  Lakes  on  November  23 ,  26 ,  29 ,  and  30 .  (Pe sk in ,  Shape r,  
Ca r ro the r s ,  Gaede ) .  ( 3 )  One  a t  Pa ine sv i l l e  on  November  27  (Boo th ) .  

Oregon  Junco  - A  we l l -ma rked  i nd iv idua l  w i th  b l ack  head  and  b r ea s t  
and  b rown  back ,  sha rp ly  de f i ned ,  appea red  a t  4 :00  p .m .  on  Oc tobe r  
28  and  was  s een  a t  7 :00  a .m .  and  3 :50  p .m .  on  t he  29 th  i n  Wa i t e  H i l l  
(F l an igan ) .  

Snow Bun t ing  -  ( 1 )  A  f l ock  o f  70  we re  a t  Men to r  Pa rk  Beach  on  
Novemte r  l 0  and  25  obse rved  a t  Men to r  H igh  Schoo l  on  t he  15 th  
(Hammond) .  ( 2 )  A t  8 :00  a .m .  on  November  26  abou t  200  fo l l owed  t he  
b r eakwa l l  a t  Whi t e  C i t y  mov ing  t o  t he  wes t  (Su rman ,  J r. ) .  

Addendum:  

(Summer  1968 )  
Go lden -winged  Warb l e r  - A r a r e  f a l l  appea rance  o f  t h i s  spec i e s  t ook  
p l ace  Augus t  31  on  t he  campus  a t  Un ive r s i t y  Schoo l  i n  Shake r  He igh t s  
whe re  a  we l l -ma rked  ma le  was  obse rved  f eed ing  on  t he  l ower  b r anch ­
e s  o f  a  l i l a c  (R i cka rd ) .  

Spu r-w inged  Goose  - An  Af r i c an  spec i e s ,  f o rmer ly  de f i n i t e l y  
E th iop i an  t hen  r epo r t ed  i n  sou the rn  Egyp t  and  l a t e r  r e co rded  i n  
uppe r  Egyp t  and  o f t en  common  in  wes t e rn  Uganda  and  wes t e rn  
Tangany ika .  One ,  a s sumed  an  e scape ,  spen t  a  week  du r ing  t he  l a t t e r  
pa r t  o f  Oc tobe r,  f r e e  f l y ing  and  unbanded ,  a t  a  pond  i n  Co lumbia  
Towns h ip  i n  Lo ra in  Coun ty.  I t  p a s sed  t he  n igh t  on  t he  pond  w i th  a  
f l ock  o f  Ma l l a rd s ,  f l y ing  o f f  i n  t he  ea r l y  morn ing  and  r e tu rn ing  l a t e  
i n  t he  a f t e rnoon  (Morse )  

F IELD NOTES 

Hawk  Behav io r .  On  t he  a f t e rnoon  o f  November  2 ,  i n  LaGrange  Town­
sh ip ,  Lo ra in  Coun ty,  I  s t opped  my  ca r  t o  wa t ch  a  Sha rp - sh inned  
Hawk  wh ich  a l i gh t ed  i n  a  sma l l  t r e e  i n  a  f a rmya rd .  As  I  wa t ched ,  a  
Spa r row  Hawk  appea red  on  t he  power  l i ne  nea r l y  ove rhead  and  
ca l l ed .  The  Sha rp - sh inned  moved  succe s s ive ly  down  a  l i ne  o f  sma l l  
t r e e s  and  abou t  two  minu t e s  l a t e r  f l ew  ac ro s s  an  open  f i e l d  t o  pe r ch  
on  a  sho r t  f ence  pos t  i n  ano the r  f ence  row.  A lmos t  immed ia t e ly  t he  
Spa r row  Hawk  a t t a cked ,  d iv ing  f rom a  he igh t  o f  abou t  100  f ee t .  He  
made  f i ve  pa s se s  and  each  t ime  fo r ced  t he  Sha rp - sh inned  t o  duck .  
The  a r c  f o l l owed  by  t he  Spa r row  Hawk  and  t he  speed  o f  h i s  f l i gh t  
was  r emin i s cen t  o f  a  Hummingb i rd ’s  cou r t sh ip  f l i gh t  on  a  g r and  
s ca l e .  A  f ew  minu t e s  a f t e r  t he  a t t a ck  s t opped ,  t he  Sha rp - sh inned  
Hawk  f l ew  o ff .  -  ROBERT J .  MORSE 

Ga the r ing  o f  Swi f t s  i n  Hudson .  Ove r  t he  yea r s  I  have  s een  Ch imney  
Swi f t s  u s ing  t he  ch imney  o f  t he  v i l l age  wa t e rworks  i n  Hudson .  The  
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Tu rne r  Lumber  Company,  wh ich  i s  abou t  150  f ee t  d i s t an t ,  h a s  an  
abandoned  ch imney  t ha t  was  u sed  a t  one  t ime  by  t he i r  power  p l an t .  
On  Sep t embe r  26  t he  even ing  sky  began  t o  f i l l  w i t h  more  t han  t he  
u sua l  number  o f  Swi f t s ,  and  t h i s  bu i l dup  con t i nued  un t i l  t h e r e  we re  
Swi f t s  f l y ing  abou t  eve rywhe re  you  l ooked .  A t  7 :40  p .m .  t hey  began  
d iv ing  i n to  t he  ch imney  o f  t he  l umbe r  company.  By  7 :55  p .m .  t hey  
had  a l l  d i s appea red  excep t  f o r  a  f ew  s t r agg l e r s  u s ing  t he  l a s t  b i t  o f  
tw i l i gh t .  No  coun t  was  made  s i nce  i t  s e emed  imposs ib l e .  

On  Sep t embe r  27  t he  even ing  sky  aga in  f i l l ed  w i th  Swi f t s  j u s t  
a s  t he  sun  was  s e t t i ng .  A t  7 :30  p .m .  I  t r i ed  t o  coun t  t hem d iv ing  i n to  
t he  ch imney  a t  a  r a t e  o f  a t  l e a s t  t en  b i rd s  pe r  s econd .  Bu t  mos t  we re  
d iv ing  pa s t  t he  open ing ,  and  on ly  two  o r  t h r ee  b i rd s  wou ld  da r t  i n .  
By  7 :45  p .m .  a l l  t h e  Swi f t s  we re  i n  excep t  f o r  a  f ew  s t r agg l e r s .  An  
app rox ima te  coun t  - -  1 , 800  b i rd s .  

On  t he  even ing  o f  Oc tobe r  1 ,  f ewe r  Swi f t s  ga the r ed  i n  t he  sky  
and  t hey  we re  no t  a s  no i sy.  A t  7 :25  p .m .  t hey  began  t he i r  d ive  i n to  
t he  ch imney  and  t en  minu t e s  l a t e r  a l l  we re  i n s ide .  I  e s t ima t ed  t he i r  
number  a t  abou t  700 .  The rea f t e r  I  d id  no t  have  oppo r tun i t y  t o  make  
fu r t he r  obse rva t i ons .  -  BERT L .  SZABO 

Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  P l en t i f u l  i n  1968  Fa l l  Mig ra t i on .  The  
Whi t e - c rowned  spa r row  i s  cons ide r ed  a  r a t t l e r  common  sp r ing  and  
f a l l  m ig ran t  i n  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion .  I  u sua l l y  f i nd  more  o f  t h i s  
spec i e s  i n  t he  f a l l  t h an  i n  sp r i ng .  Th i s  was  t r ue  i n  t he  pa s t  two  f a l l  
m ig ra t i ons .  

S ince  t he  young  o f  t he  yea r  have  a  b rown  and  c r eam co lo r ed  
c rown  in s t ead  o f  t he  b l ack  and  wh i t e  c rown  o f  t he  adu l t ,  i t  i s  e a sy  t o  
c l a s s i f y  t he  b i rd s  i n to  t he  two  age  g roups .  The  pe r cen t age  o f  young  
b i rd s  i s  an  i ndex  t o  ne s t i ng  succe s s  i n  t he  f a r  no r th ,  even  t hough  t he  
s amp le  i s  admi t t ed ly  sma l l .  Fo l l owing  a r e  da t a  f r om band ing  ope ra ­
t i ons  i n  t he  Wi l l oughby  a r ea :  

Yea r  Adu l t  Imma tu re  To t a l  %  Immatu re s  

1968  34  38  72  52 .8  

1967  21  29  50  58 .0  

More  b i rd s  we re  banded  i n  1968  because  b i rd s  we re  t r apped  i n  
two  l oca t i ons .  I t  s hou ld  be  no t ed  t ha t  i n  bo th  yea r s  we l l  ove r  ha l f  
we re  imma tu re s .  Of  spec i a l  i n t e r e s t  was  an  adu l t  banded  on  Oc tobe r  
26  wh ich  appea red  t o  be  an  i n t e rmed ia t e  be tween  t he  nomina t e  and  
gambe l l i  f o rms .  

Whi l e  mos t  o f  t he  Whi t e - c rowned  Spa r rows  a r e  s een  i n  Oc tobe r,  
ex t r eme  da t e s  we re  Oc tobe r  4  t o  November  7  i n  1967 ,  and  Sep t embe r  
29  t o  November  13  i n  1968 .  -  MERIT  B .  SKAGGS 

Fa l l  Mig ra t i on  a t  Dona ld  Gray  Ga rdens .  An  a r ea  o f  t he  i nne r  c i t y  
o f  C l eve l and  t ha t  o f f e r s  a  s t opp ing  p l ace  fo r  m ig ra to ry  b i rd s  
c ro s s ing  t he  l ake  o r  f o l l owing  t he  sho re l i ne  i s  t he  Dona ld  Gray  
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Ga rdens ,  a  r emnan t  o f  t he  Grea t  Lakes  Expos i t i on  he ld  du r ing  t he  
summers  o f  1936  and  1937 .  The  Ga rdens  cove r  t h r ee  and  one -ha l f  
a c r e s ,  s t r e t ch  more  t han  one  t hou sand  f ee t  a l ong  t he  sho re  o f  Lake  
E r i e  and  ad jo in  t he  C leve l and  Mun ic ipa l  S t ad ium.  They  we re  de s igned  
by  Dona ld  Gray,  l andscape  a r ch i t e c t .  La rge  t r e e s ,  r ep r e sen t i ng  30  t o  
50  yea r s  g rowth ,  we re  moved  i n  and  t he  Hor t i cu l t u r a l  Ga rdens  
fo rmed .  Wi th  t he  c lo s ing  o f  t he  Expos i t i on ,  t he  Ga rdens  we re  t u rned  
ove r  t o  t he  C i ty  o f  C l eve l and  and  became  a  pa r t  o f  t he  C leve l and  
Pa rk  Sys t em.  They  r ema ined  unchanged  un t i l  t h e  open ing ,  i n  1959 ,  o f  
E r i e s ide  Avenue ,  N .  E .  wh ich  became  t he  no r the rn  bounda ry  o f  t he  
ga rdens .  

Dur ing  Sep t embe r  and  Oc tobe r  1968  t he  popu l a t i on  o f  b i rd s  i n  
t he  Ga rdens  was  obse rved  a lmos t  da i l y :  e a r l y  i n  t he  morn ing  on  
week  days  and  e i t he r  i n  t he  morn ing  o r  a f t e rnoon  on  weekends  de ­
pend ing  upon  whe the r  a  ba seba l l  o r  f oo tba l l  game  was  s chedu l ed .  

S ix ty - s even  spec i e s  o f  b i rd s  we re  t a l l i ed  du r ing  t he  su rvey.  The  
Ga rdens  we re  t he  s i t e  o f  t he  f i r s t - obse rva t i on  da t e s  f o r  t he  r eg ion  
t h i s  au tumn  fo r  e l even  spec i e s :  Win t e r  Wren  9 /24 ;  He rmi t  Th rush  
9 /28 ;  Gray -cheeked  Th rush  9 /14 ;  Go lden -c rowned  K ing l e t  9 /28 ;  
P ro thono t a ry  Warb l e r  9 /1 ;  P ine  Warb l e r  9 /14 ;  Nor the rn  Wa te r t h ru sh  
9 /8 ;  C onnec t i cu t  Warb l e r  9 /8 ;  Mourn ing  Warb l e r  9 /8 ;  Whi t e - t h roa t ed  
Spa r row  9 /7 ;  Fox  Spa r row  10 /5 .  

Sma l l  pa s se r i ne s  such  a s  t he  Brown  Creepe r,  Win t e r  Wren ,  bo th  
t he  K ing l e t s ,  and  many  spec i e s  o f  wa rb l e r s  we re  e spec i a l l y  abundan t .  
The  m os t  abundan t  b i rd  was  t he  Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r row,  20  o r  more  
be ing  p r e sen t  on  15  days  and  50  o r  more  on  t h r ee  days .  Sep t embe r  14  
was  a  busy  day,  36  Whi t e - t h roa t ed  Spa r rows  and  e igh t  spec i e s  o f  wa r ­
b l e r s  be ing  s een ,  many  o f  t hem ba th ing  and  d r i nk ing  a t  a  l e aky  
f auce t .  The  Ga rdens  hummed  wi th  ac t i v i t y  on  Sep t embe r  18 ,  when  an  
ou t s t and ing  agg rega t i on  o f  15  spec i e s  o f  wa rb l e r s  we re  p r e sen t ,  
i nc lud ing  t h r ee  Connec t i cu t  and  two  Mourn ing .  

By  Sep t embe r  28 -29 ,  t he  wa rb l e r  popu l a t i on  had  t h inned  and  
was  r ep l aced  by  t he  Brown  Creepe r,  Win t e r  Wren ,  t h ru shes ,  k ing l e t s ,  
and  s i x  spec i e s  o f  spa r rows .  Seeming ly  a  pa r t  o f  t he  gene ra l  m ig ra to ­
ry  movemen t ,  11  B lack -capped  Ch ickadees  appea red  on  t he  28 th .  
They  we re  qu i t e  a c t i ve ,  n ine  f i na l l y  f l y ing  ea s t  and  two  r ema in ing .  
F rom fou r  t o  e i gh t  Ch i ckadees  we re  p r e sen t  un t i l  Oc tobe r  19 ,  t he  
va ry ing  number  sugges t i ng  t he  l i ke l i hood  t ha t  i nd iv idua l  b i rd s  we re  
mov ing  i n  and  ou t  i n  company  w i th  t he  gene ra l  m ig ra to ry  f l ow  o f  
pa s se r i ne s .  

Oc tobe r  5  showed  a  m ix tu r e  o f  a  f ew  “ s t r agg l e r ”  wa rb l e r s  
and  number s  o f  t he  l a t e r  m ig ran t s :  7  Ye l l ow-be l l i ed  Sapsucke r s ,  
4  Win t e r  Wrens ,  7  He rmi t  Th rushes ,  5  Fox  Spa r rows .  Oc tobe r  6  
was  a f f ec t ed  by  t oo  much  d i s t u rbance ,  pos s ib ly  f rom the  foo tba l l  
game  o f  t he  n igh t  be fo r e ;  howeve r  n ine  He rmi t  Th rushes  we re  s een ,  
and  a  f l ock  o f  40  Ch imney  Swi f t s  was  ac t i ve  fo r  a  sho r t  wh i l e  ove r  
t he  S t ad ium.  



- 64  - Vo l .  6  4 ,  No .  4  

Oc tobe r  19  p rov ided  some  excep t i ona l l y  t a rdy  mig ran t s  - ­
an  Eas t e rn  Wood  Pewee ,  t he  s econd  s een  i n  th  e  su rvey ;  a  Wood  
Th rush ;  an  Ovenb i rd ;  and  a  Nor the rn  Wa te r t h ru sh .  P r e sen t ,  t oo ,  
on  th  a t  da t e  was  a  Ca ro l i na  Wren ,  t he  on ly  one  r eco rded  i n  t he  

Ga rdens .  -  VERA CARROTHERS,  WILLIAM and  NANCY KLAMM 

THE DECOY - AN AMERICAN LEGACY 

In  t he  Humbo ld t  Moun ta in s  nea r  t he  l i t t l e  t own  o f  Love lock ,  
Nevada ,  be tween  t he  yea r s  o f  1911  and  1924 ,  t he  excava t i on  o f  t he  
Love lock  cave  t ook  p l ace .  Among  t he  many  a r t i f a c t s  o f  th  e  van i shed  
c iv i l i z a t i on  o f  abo r ig ina l  I nd i ans  ca l l ed  “Tu le  Ea t e r s , ”  wh ich  we re  
unea r thed ,  we re  e l even  duck  decoys .  These  decoys  we re  o f  two  t ypes ,  
s t u f f ed  o r  moun ted  sk in s  and  comple t e ly  a r t i f i c i a l  b i rd s  made  o f  t u l e ,  
a  l a rge  va r i e t y  o f  t he  common  g rea t  bu l ru sh  found  i n  t he  wes t e rn  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  and  shaped  i n  t o  t he  fo rm  o f  Canvasbacks .  These  t u l e  
decoys ,  t hough t  t o  be  be tween  1 ,000  t o  2 , 000  yea r s  o ld ,  we re  i n  
exce l l en t  cond i t i on  and  p roved  t ha t  l ong  be fo r e  t he  wh i t e  man  s e t  
f oo t  on  t h i s  con t i nen t  t he  Amer i can  Ind i an  had  d i s cove red  t ha t  ducks  
cou ld  be  l u r ed  i n to  r ange  o f  t he  bow and  a r row.  L i t t l e  d id  t he se  
unknown  Ind i ans  r ea l i z e  t h i s  c r ea t i on  o f  an  a r t i f i c i a l  duck  was  t he  
beg inn ing  o f  Amer i ca ’s  na t i ve  w i ld l i f e  a r t  f o rm  -  t he  a r t  o f  decoy  
mak ing .  

F rom the  j ou rna l s  o f  Amer i ca ’s  e a r l i e s t  exp lo r e r s  c ame  r epo r t s  
o f  va s t  f l i gh t s  and  f l ocks  o f  ducks  and  sho reb i rd s  wh ich  ex i s t ed  i n  
t h i s  newly  d i s cove red  l and .  Nor th  Amer i ca ,  du r ing  t h i s  e r a ,  p robab ly  
con t a ined  more  w i ld fowl  t han  any  con t i nen t  on  t he  g lobe .  These  men  
s aw  game  and  b i rd s  so  p l en t i f u l  t ha t  t hey  a s sumed  t he  abundan t  
w i ld l i f e  i n  t h i s  l and  wou ld  f l ou r i sh  fo r eve r.  Bu t  Audubon ,  wr i t i ng  
abou t  h i s  expe r i ences  i n  New Or l eans  on  March  16 ,  1821 ,  t o ld  o f  a  
g roup  o f  hun t e r s  s t r ung  ou t  a l ong  a  s ec t i on  o f  t he  Mis s i s s i pp i  du r ing  
t he  pa s sage  o f  t housands  o f  Go lden  P love r.  He  e s t ima t ed  t ha t  48 ,000  
b i rd s  we re  b rough t  down  on  t da t  day.  When  Audubon  d i ed  i n  1851 ,  
t he  g r ea t  a rmy  o f  wa t e r fowl  was  a l r eady  beg inn ing  t o  d imin i sh .  

To  t he  l ove r  o f  b i rd s  and  spec i a l l y  ducks  and  sho reb i rd s  
t he  name ,  “Marke t  Gunne r, ”  w i l l  f o r eve r  have  an  ominous  sound ,  
f o r  t he se  men  w i th  decoys  and  gun  ba t t e r i e s  we re  r e spons ib l e  
f o r  t he  s l augh t e r  o f  m i l l i ons  o f  ducks  and  sho reb i rd s  f o r  f ancy  
r e s t au r an t s  and  mea t  ma rke t s .  They  so  s e r i ous ly  r educed  t he  
number s  o f  some  spec i e s  o f  cu r l ew  and  p love r  t ha t  i t  i s  doub t fu l  
t hey  w i l l  eve r  be  s een  i n  g r ea t  number s  aga in .  

As  ea r l y  a s  1846 ,  conce rned  g roups  began  t o  t ake  s t ep s  
t oward  conse rva t i on .  Rhode  I s l and  pa s sed  a  l aw  p roh ib i t i ng  
sp r i ng  shoo t i ng .  F rom tha t  t ime  on  conse rva t i on  fo r ce s  s t e ad i l y  
i nc r ea sed ,  f i na l l y  a ch i ev ing  coun t ry -w ide  p roh ib i t i on  o f  sp r i ng  
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shoo t i ng ,  n igh t  shoo t i ng  and  sh ipmen t  o f  b i rd s .  These  r e s t r i c t i ons  
we re  i s sued  unde r  t he  Fede ra l  Mig ra to ry  B i rd  Law in  t he  yea r  1913 .  
A  f ew  yea r s  l a t e r  t he  s a l e  o f  game  was  b rough t  t o  an  end  by  t he  
t r e a ty  o f  Ju ly  3 ,  1918 .  Unde r  t he  p rov i s i ons  o f  t h i s  l aw  ou r  coun t ry  
en t e r ed  i n to  an  ag reemen t  w i th  Canada  wh ich  p ro t ec t ed  t he  wa t e r ­
fowl  o f  Nor th  Amer i ca  ove r  t he  en t i r e  r ange  o f  m ig ra to ry  f l i gh t ,  and  
i n  1924  sho reb i rd  hun t i ng  was  dec l a r ed  i l l ega l .  

The  economic  u se  o f  w i ld fowl  wh ich  had  endu red  fo r  ove r  a  
c en tu ry  came  t o  an  end  and  t he  marke t  gunne r  d i s appea red  f rom the  
Amer i can  s cene .  Bu t ,  be s ide s  a ch i ev ing  t he se  l aws ,  wh ich  a s su red  
mig ra to ry  b i rd s  p ro t ec t i on  fo r eve r,  t h i s  coun t ry  ga ined  a  t r u ly  d i s ­
t i nc t i ve  a r t  f o rm ,  f o r  t he  yea r s  o f  1850  t o  1900  became  known  a s  t he  
go lden  age  o f  decoy  mak ing .  Names  l i ke  Cobbs  I s l and ,  S t r a t fo rd ,  
Ba rnega t ,  Grea t  Sou th  Bay  and  De l aware  a r e  more  t han  geog raph i c  
l oca t i ons .  They  a r e  t he  names  o f  decoys  w i th  r eg iona l  cha r ac t e r i s ­
t i c s .  

A  Ba rnega t  decoy  i s  i den t i f i ab l e  by  t he  we l l  r ounded  t a i l  and  
i t s  l i gh tne s s  due  t o  i t s  ho l l ow  cons t ruc t i on .  I t  i s  t r u ly  a  g r ace fu l  
p i ece  o f  s cu lp tu r e ,  devo id  o f  any  unneces sa ry  de t a i l s .  A lbe r t  La ing  
o f  S t r a t fo rd ,  Connec t i cu t ,  1811  -  1885 ,  s t a r t ed  t he  s t y l e  known  a s  
S t r a t fo rd ,  wh ich  was  ca r r i ed  on  by  Cha r l e s  “Shang”  Whee l e r.  
Whee l e r  was  a  mas t e r  c a rve r  whose  work  was  t he  fo r e runne r  o f  t he  
deco ra t i ve  man t l ep i ece  decoy  o f  t oday.  S t r a t fo rd  decoys ,  l i ke  t he  
Ba rnega t  decoys ,  a r e  o f  ho l l ow  cons t ruc t i on  bu t  have  an  exagge ra t ed  
ove rhang ing  b r ea s t  de s igned  t o  r i de  t he  s l u sh  i c e  wh ich  comes  down  
r i ve r.  Decoys  f rom the  Long  I s l and  a r ea  u sua l l y  we re  ca rved  so l i d  
f r om na t i ve  wh i t e  p ine  o r  wh i t e  c eda r.  B l ack  Duck  decoys  made  f rom 
l i f e  p r e se rve r  co rk  s a lvaged  f rom beaches  we re  f i r s t  u sed  on  t he  
Grea t  Sou th  Bay  o f  Long  I s l and ,  and  many  f i ne  sho reb i rd  decoys  
came  f rom the  New Je r s ey  a r ea .  

Today  t he  l a rge s t  co l l e c t i on  o f  o ld  decoys  i n  t h i s  coun t ry,  and  
many  newer  ca rv ings  so  de t a i l ed  t ha t  t hey  t ake  on  an  a i r  o f  r e a l i sm ,  
c an  be  s een  a t  t he  She lbu rne  Museum nea r  Bu r l i ng ton ,  Ve rmon t .  
These  p i ece s ,  wh ich  number  i n  t he  t housands ,  a r e  housed  i n  one  
bu i l d ing  and  when  you  pa s s  t h rough  t he  doo rway  you  a r e  s t epp ing  
back  i n to  t he  d r ama t i c  pa s t  o f  Amer i can  wa t e r fowl  wh ich  a l l  began  
t housands  o f  yea r s  ago  when  a  l ong  fo rgo t t en  hun t e r  c rouch ing  i n  
t he  r eeds  o f  a  wes t e rn  mar sh  d i s cove red  t ha t  w i ld  ducks  cou ld  be  
decoyed .  -  DONALD A.  S IEBERT 

L i t e r a tu r e  C i t ed  

S tou t ,  G .  D .  -  The  Sho reb i rd s  o f  Nor th  Amer i ca  
Ba rbe r,  Joe l  -  Wi ld fowl  Decoys  
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub ,  w i th  t he  coope ra t i on  o f  Be r t  
Szabo ,  ha s  j u s t  pub l i shed  a  s even  page  pamph le t ,  EARLY AND 
LATE DATES FOR THE BIRDS OF  THE CLEVELAND 
REGION,  wh ich  w i l l  be  o f  va lue  t o  t he  b i rd  s t uden t  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  an  
i ndex  o f  such  r eco rds .  The  pamph le t  i nc ludes  F IRST  da t e s  o f  occu r ­
r ence ,  i n  t he  h i s t o ry  o f  t he  C leve l and  r eg ion ,  o f  28  spec i e s .  I t  was  
compi l ed  by  Anne t t e  B .  F l an igan  f rom BIRDS OF  CLEVELAND by  
Ar thu r  B .  Wi l l i ams  (1950 )  and  t he  CLEVELAND BIRD CALENDAR 
f rom tha t  da t e  t o  Sep t embe r  1968 .  

I t  may  be  ob t a ined  by  s end ing  f i f t y  c en t s ,  check  o r  money  
o rde r  t o  Ve ra  Ca r ro the r s ,  Wade  Pa rk  Manor,  Eas t  107  &  Pa rk  Lane ,  
C l eve l and ,  Oh io  44106 .  

* * * 

The  subsc r i p t i on  p r i c e  o f  t he  C leve l and  B i rd  Ca l enda r  t o  non ­
member s  o f  th  e  K i r t l and  B i rd  C lub  i s  $2 .00  pe r  y  ea r.  The  member ­
sh ip  dues  a r e  $4 .00  pe r  y  ea r  I  nd iv idua l  and  $8  . 00  Fami ly  and  
i nc ludes  subsc r i p t i on  t o  t he  C leve l and  B i rd  Ca l enda r.  
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